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The last few years have been tough for 
Americans with low job and economic growth. 
Sometimes extra cash garnered through 
properly done tax returns can result in easing 
the burden placed on low-income families 
struggling to pay bills or meet daily living 
needs. SCPL hopes to remedy that. 
In 2014, SCPL will again act as a volunteer tax 
preparation site by setting up appointments 
between volunteers and families in need during 
tax season. The Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance (VITA) Program brings over $1.2 

million into the homes of families across the state for winter, boosting 
their income to help pay utility bills and even afford necessities during 
the cold months. 
Last year, the program saw over 140 people from the Starke and 
Pulaski counties sign up. According to the program’s official site, each 
completed tax return can help to raise a working family’s income up to 
$4,800. 
But what made the program a success were the volunteers who took 
the time to learn the free coursework to help low-income families. The 
training is provided at no cost by the IRS. In addition to helping the 
community, VITA works as a service learning tool that builds 
confidence and can be used as volunteer experience on a resume. 
SCPL hopes to expand the program out with more volunteers this 

year. To learn more about serving the community through the VITA 

program as a volunteer applicant, call 574-772-7323, or email 

surwiler@starkecountlibrary.org. 

Happy New Year! January is a busy time as we 
celebrate another year’s coming. Unfortunately, we have to 
close! The Henry F. Schricker Public Library will be closed 
December 31st and January 1st, for News Years.  
We wish you and your family a safe and happy holiday. 



ALL PROGRAMS FREE UNLESS SPECIFIED.   

THE NEXT SCPL BOARD MEETING  
IS TUESDAY, JANUARY 14TH  

AT 4:00 P.M. 

Scrapbook Day 
Thursday, January 9 
10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Presented by Jennifer Merle-
Hamsher 
Come in for tips, talk, and inspiration on your 
scrapbook pages and projects. Sit around and chat 
with other paper crafters and share your passion. 

Better Prepared 

CPR Class 

Tuesday, January 7  
5:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Presented by Tony Galvan 
If you have a desire to help 
someone in need, whether it’s family, friends, 
coworkers, or even a passerby, sign up for this 
CPR class using the “Hands Only” technique. 
Skills learned will include giving aid to a choking 
victim, how to use an AED, and CPR for adults, 
children, and infants. Students will receive a 
personal workbook and a “Has Attended” card 
upon completion. To reserve, please call Tony 
Galvan at (574)-344-8574, or the Library to sign 
up. Cost is $25.  

Intro to Computers 
Saturday, January 11 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Introductory computer skills will be 
covered to teach proficiency and 

confidence. Sign up is required. Class is 
limited to 6. 

Quick ‘n’ Easy Healthy Crockpot Cooking 
Friday, January 17, 10:00 a.m. 

We will plan a variety of meals, using different food 
models and keeping in mind My Plate while planning 
what our families will have for dinner. Recipes using 
a crockpot and food safety will be included in the 
lesson. Please sign up for accurate class count. 

Knit and Stitch 
Mondays, January 6, 13, 20 and 27 

Knit and Stitch has moved to Mondays, from 
5:30 to 7:00 p.m. Come join our knitting circle 
group for instruction, help, or just to knit and 
have fun. Bring yarn and needles and let’s 
get clicking! 

Monday AM Quilters  
Monday, January 6 and 20 

 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Bring your projects, hand or machine 

work, and join in the “quilting bee”. Plenty 
of tables, plugs, and space. Open to the 

public. 

Beyond Beginner’s Genealogy 
Tuesday, January 14 
5:00 to 6:30 p.m. 
Ready to move on to the next step of your 
family history journey? Learn more advanced 
searching, researching, and information on 
completing your genealogical tree. Class limited to six. 

Starke Health: Heart Failure 
Tuesday, January 14 
6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
Learn the causes, devastating effects, 
and ways to prevent heart failure in this 
health conscious class from Starke Health. Free to attend 
and open to the public.  

Chair Yoga 
Thursday, January 16 
9:30  to 10:30 a.m. 
Presented by Jackie Parker 
Chair Yoga offers the ability to improve health 
through adaptive poses using chairs. Relax 
your mind and body while improving your musculoskeletal 
fitness and flexibility. Wear comfortable clothes and bring a 
bottle of water. Please sign up by January 15. 

Crochet Mondays 
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.,  
and 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

with Miss Andrea 
All ages welcome. Bring any size hook 

and yarn with an  idea of what you 
would like to make. 

 
January 6, 13, and 20. 

January 27 class will be at 
5:00 p.m. only. 



Card Knowledge 
Thursday, January 16 
1:00 to 2:30 p.m. 
Presented by Julie Butus 
of the Purdue Extension 
Office 
In this lesson we will 
discuss card types and 
the truth and all the details about credit cards, debit cards, 
prepaid cards, gift cards, and store loyalty cards. Knowing 
the rules is important when using plastic; choosing the wrong 
card merchant or transaction type could cost you more 
money. Sign up by January 15. 

Artful Reading:  

Learn to Make 

Altered Books 

Tuesday, January 28 
6:00 to 7:30 p.m. 
Presented by Rachael Herbert-
Varchetto 
Altered books are a creative 
art form using old books and 
gathered materials to create visual works of art. Learn 
techniques and practice making your own to create one-of-a-
kind displays. Free to attend. Participants must sign up for 
accurate count of materials. 

Free Classes with  
Learning Express Library 
SCPL has off-site access 
through our website with 
free courses and tutorials 
through Learning Express 
Library to help teach you 
the skills that you need, 
including: 
 

 College Prep 
 Microsoft Software Courses 
 GED, ACT, and SAT Prep 
 Skill building for adult 

learners 
 Tutoring in High, Middle, and 

Elementary school courses  
 Recursos para 

Hispanohablantes (ESL for 
Spanish speakers) 

 
To begin, library patrons can log on 
to Learning Express Library from 
home by going to http://
www.learningexpresslibrary.comand 
using their SCPL library card number 
as their username (with no spaces).  

 
Thursday, January 23 
5:30 to 7:00 p.m. 
Presented by Dawn Ferch and Rachael 
Herbert-Varchetto 
Try out popular, crafty projects and reuse 
everyday items to get the most out of what you have. Sign up 
for accurate count of materials. Free to attend for teens and 
adults.  

The decline of the video store appears to have been usurped by the rise of streaming 
movie services, internet video sites, and even the library. 
Starke County Library currently offers the free service IndieFlix, available through your 

patron account. In addition to the thousands of films available for checkout at the library, IndieFlix offers 
patrons free streaming access to independent films, much like Netflix does as a paid service.  
Including offbeat independent films stretching from live action to animated shorts, IndieFlix also offers old 
black and white films from the 40s and 50s, B-movie cult classics, documentaries, and old TV shows and 
specials.  
 

http://www.learningexpresslibrary.com/
http://www.learningexpresslibrary.com/
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Toddler Time  
Thursdays 

Miss Mary shares rhymes, 
stories, finger plays, activities, 

and crafts. Designed for children, 
birth through 34 months old, 

with an adult caregiver.   
 

January 23 and 30, 2014 
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

Preschool 
Wednesdays 

 Miss Andrea presents 
fun stories, music, activities, 
and crafts. For children ages 
3 to 5 years with a caregiver.  

 
January 22 and 29, 2014 
10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Homeschool Session 
Homeschoolers can meet with 
other families, take a survey on 
topics of interest for future 
sessions, work on projects, play 
games, and make new friends. 
For families with children of all 
ages. 

Monday, January 13  
10:00 to 11:00 a.m. 

Snow time fun with Miss Janine 

Storytime Events 
Presented by: Ms. Janine, Ms. Andrea, Ms. Carla, Ms. Mary 

2014 Children’s Winter Reading Program 
Reading in a Winter Wonderland 

This year winter reading will be wondrous! Read 7 
books or 7 hours and receive a gummy prize at all 
branches of the Starke County Public Library 

LEGO CLUB  
Tuesday, Jan. 28, 2014  

5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Join our new Lego Club and build something 
fantastic. We have Legos for ages K and up, and 
Duplos for K and under. Be creative with 40 
minutes of free time. Later on, show off your 
cool creation. Creations will be on display in the 
library until the next club meeting on Tuesday, 
Feb. 25 from 5:30-6:30 p.m. 



Crochet Class—Hamlet Branch 
Learn to crochet & to make artistic creations. Bring 
your yarn, your crochet hooks, and your ideas; we’ll 
supply the help. 

For children and teens of all ages.  
Fridays from 10:00—11:30 a.m. in January. 

Hamlet Branch 
P.O. Box 8 

6 North Starke Street  
Hamlet, IN 46532 

(574) 867-6033 
 

Open: Mon., Weds., Fri. 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. C.T. 

Open: Sat. 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Closed: Tues., Thurs., Sun. 

 

San Pierre Branch 
103 S. Broadway 

San Pierre, IN 46374 
(219) 828-4352 

 
New Hours!  

Mon, Wed, & Fri: 
9:00 a.m.— 4:00 p.m. CT 

Tue  & Sat:  
9:00 a.m.— 1:00 p.m. CT 

Closed: Thursday and Sunday 

Koontz Lake Branch 
7954 North Hwy. 23  

Walkerton, IN 46574  
(574) 586-3353 

 
Open: Mon., Weds., Fri. 

9 a.m. - 5 p.m. C.T. 
 

Open: Sat. 8 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
Closed: Tues., Thurs., Sun. 

Family Storytime 
Join Miss Carla for stories, songs, 
activities, and crafts sure to be fun for the 
whole family.  For children and teens of 
all ages. 

Hamlet 
Wednesday 

January 22 and 29, 2014 
3:30—4:15 p.m. 

 

San Pierre 
Monday 

January 20, 2013 
10:00—11:00 a.m. 

 

Koontz Lake 
Monday  

January 20 and 27, 2014 
3:30—4:15 p.m. 
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Five Star Grocery  
Country Kettle Restaurant 

Elizabeth’s Once Upon a Cupcake  
Granny’s Market  

H+ R Block Tax Services  
Knox Super Wash  

North Judson Feed Barn  
Pioneer Floral and Gifts  

Pioneer Florist Country Store  
Ray’s Super Foods  

Route 10 Restaurant  
The Specialty Shoppe  

Sports Unlimited 
Wysiwyg’s Grooming  

Thank you to our local businesses for  

participating in the ‘Our Heroes Tree’ Project 

With the aid of these generous business, military veterans and service members of Starke County were 
rewarded for their service with discounts during the holiday season. Thank you for your support and help with 
this great program.  

In June, SCPL started an outreach program 
for patrons unable to come into the library 
due to extended illness, injury or disability. 
All items except DVDs are available 
through the service. Many options are 
available, including what types of music 
and magazines patrons prefer. 

 Deliveries and pickups are every two weeks in 
Knox only. Requested items will be delivered in a red 
and white cloth bag with the library’s logo on it and 
an inventory sheet showing what is being delivered.  
To participate, patrons need to fill out a short form 
and return it to either Mary Wharton or Nancy Barton. 
Call the Library at (574)-772-7323 to become part of 
this great program. 

Book of the Month:  

Doctor Sleep by Stephen King 

Returning with a bang, 
Stephen King revisits his 
classic character Danny 
Torrance from “The Shining” 
with this thrilling and moving 
work focusing on the adult 
Dan, battling his past demons 
and new enemies. Great 
storytelling, a fast plot, and 
fascinating new characters, 
this sequel to the original 
classic holds up its end and 
delivers the story fans have 
been waiting for. 


