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Indiana Bicentennial - 2016 
Starke County has its own plans 

for celebrating Indiana’s 200th 

birthday.  The Torch Relay, 

which will pass through all 92 

counties, is scheduled to be in 

Starke County on October 7, 

2016.  The Torch, designed by 

students at Purdue University, 

will be carried by Torch Bearers 

along a route which begins at 

Bass Lake, west to North Judson, 

north to Toto Road, east to 300 E, 

north through the Industrial Park 

to the Yellow River, then 

upstream on the river to 

Wythogan Park.  A celebration is 

planned at the Park.  Youth torch 

bearers will carry a smaller torch.  

Watch for more details about 

the Torch Relay this summer. 

 

Indiana Bicentennial Barn 

Quilt     Every county will be 

represented by a six-inch square 

on the state barn quilt, sponsored  

by the Indiana Barn Foundation. 

The Shilling barn was selected by 

the Foundation to represent 

Starke County.  The barn was 

built in 1902 by Edgar Shilling, 

and is part of a Hoosier Heritage 

Farm.  The finished quilt will be 

on tour throughout the state, and 

is to be displayed in Starke 

County during the week of our 

annual meeting in November.  If 

you are interested in barns, there 

is also a site where photos of 

Hoosier barns are posted at:  

Indiana Bicentennial Barns – 

Facebook.  There are barns from 

Starke County on that site. 

 

Renovation of the New 

Starke County History 

Center The Facility Planning 

Committee took a breather during 

the holiday season after 

volunteers moved the non-

Schricker collections to a storage 

area in the Fritz building.  

Several issues with the building 

 
were addressed, including 

repairing the drainage system on 

the north side to avoid water in 

the basement, restoring the 

sprinkler system, and upgrading 

the exterior lighting system for 

enhanced security.  Tim Brettin 

has been instrumental in 

coordinating the projects.  The 

group has been working with 

Matt Schuld of Museumcraft to 

formulate a master plan for the 

building footprint/gallery areas.  

Once finalized, work will be 

completed in phases.  See our 

progress at the Ice Cream Social! 

A Note from the 

President … 
As can be seen 

through the articles in 

this Newsletter, the 

Starke County His-

torical Society has been very busy 

this past year. One of our goals was 

to be more “visible” throughout the 

various communities within the 

county, and as you can see through 

the many activities listed here, we 

have tried our best. 

 

Now to bring you the latest news, I 

have several recent updates to share 

with you. Matt Schuld, our 

Museumcroft consultant, has 

encouraged us to create an “open 

concept” design for our new 

building and provided a detailed 

outline of how to generate our 

exhibits and displays. Following his 

suggestions, the SCHS Board 

approved a renovation plan that 

includes removing the walls of most 

of the examination rooms to allow 

for a spacious display area. Utilizing 

the talents and abilities of Tim 

Brettin, Project Manager, and Van 

Janovic (Board member and licensed 

professional engineer), a small 

group of Board Members (and 

spouses) have been making 

tremendous progress toward this 

goal for the past few weeks. 

 

Another pleasant surprise also 

occurred recently. Jim and Melba 

Shilling donated almost 40 acres of 

farm land to the SCHS near the end 

of 2014. We were contacted by an 

individual who was interested in 

purchasing the property. He made a 

fair offer and the sale was 

consummated rather quickly, pro-

viding us with funds that should help 

immensely with our renovation 
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efforts to have our new facility ready 

for our July 3, 2016 Ice Cream 

Social. This all happened so rapidly 

that we are sure some Divine 

Intervention had to occur (and, 

perhaps Jim Shilling, Eli Roscka and 

Jim Hardesty were smiling down on 

us as well). 

 

I was allotted a small amount of 

space for this President’s Note and I 

am probably exceeding it by now. 

However, I need to acknowledge the 

extraordinary efforts of a few people 

for all they have done to get us 

where we are to date. Tim and Peg 

Brettin, Rodger and Gayle Smith, 

Alice Dolezal, Jerry Jernas, Dean 

Corey and Melba Shilling have 

spent many hours getting the 

building where it is today. I have 

thoroughly enjoyed the camaraderie 

we have generated working together. 

Finally, one HUGE THANK YOU 

to Melba Shilling for putting this 

Newsletter Edition together to share 

with all of you.  

Until next time . . . . 

Ron Vendl, President        
 

Lincoln Funeral Train 

The unique event of the 

train carrying the body of 

assassinated President 

Abraham Lincoln making a stop 

in San Pierre was remembered in 

early May in a program coordi-

nated by the Starke County 

Historical Society. 

 

A crowd, estimated at about 300, 

attended the event on the 

premises of the former Little 

Company of Mary Hospital, 

which is near the location where 

the Monon Line Railroad’s 

special Funeral Train stopped 

briefly on May 2, 1865.  Coming 

from Indianapolis, the train made 

its way to Chicago and then to 

Springfield, Illinois.  A rock 

monument and bronze plaque 

will memorialize the San Pierre 

stop. 

 

The program included a 

presentation about a young San 

Pierre resident who jumped onto 

the train when it stopped there 

and rode it all the way to 

Springfield.  A performance by 

the Culver Pipes and Drums and 

Living History Club was declared 

“outstanding” by those present.  

 

 Board member Alice Dolezal 

was in charge of the event and 

Starke County Historian Ed 

Hasnerl was the Master of 

Ceremonies. 

 
2015 Memorial Christmas Tree 

Once again during the Christmas 

season, the Schricker home 

showcased the Historical Society 

Memorial Christmas Tree, 

donated by the 

Hensler Nursery in 

Hamlet. Ron Vendl 

and our Purdue 

University intern, 

Fred Tressler, 

handled the 507 

names and ribbons that were 

placed on the tree. This year’s 

count was down slightly from our 

record 528 names and ribbons 

from 2014. We thank everyone 

who memorialized a friend or 

loved one this past Christmas. 

 

Christmas Open house 

Due to the closing of the museum (the 
Schricker House) for the winter, the 
December Christmas Open House was 
cancelled this year. Governor 
Schricker’s vintage piano sat silent! 
 

Bass Lake Historic Tram Tour 

On July 25 & 26, 2015, the 

Starke County Historical Society 

again sponsored the Historic Bass 

Lake Tram Tours during the Bass 

Lake Festival. This project was 

accomplished mainly through the 

efforts of Historical Society 

member Jim Nierman. Jim has a 

wealth of expertise regarding 

Bass Lake history, having lived 

there about sixty years. On this 

past year’s tour, Jim served as the 

guide and highlighted forty-six 

stories of historic areas as the 

tram traveled around the lake. 

We also need to recognize John 

McGrath who, once again, 

allowed us to use his truck to pull 

the trams. We had a total of 229 

people take the Tram Tour, 

allowing us to earn $916. 

 

While the trams were making 

their rounds, Historical Society 

members manned tables of 

historic Bass Lake pictures and 

artifacts at the Bass Lake 

Property Owners Community 

Center, some of which were for 

sale. The sales of these items 

netted the Society $241. 

 

SCHS Capital Campaign 

Moves Forward Quietly 
You will recall that in November 

of 2014 at the Annual Meeting it 

was announced that SCHS was 

purchasing the former office of 

Dr. Walter and Mrs. Fritz as a 

site for an expanded Starke 

County Museum. This acquisi-

tion was made possible by the 

generosity of the Fritz’s and by 

the hard work of the SCHS 

Officers and Board members 

over many years.   

 

With the goal of funding the 

establishment of a new Starke 

County History Center (SCHC) 

museum, at the end of 2014 and 

through 2015 a “Quiet Capital 

Campaign” solicited pledges 

from members and identified 



other potential funding sources 

and donors.  The great news is 

that to date more than $40,000 

has been received in the first year 

of a three year pledge drive.  

Reminder letters for the second 

year of the pledge have been sent 

to those donors. 

 

In addition to the cash donations 

SCHS was thrilled to receive a 

donation of nearly 40 acres of 

farm ground. We are hopeful that 

there will be additional property 

donations by those who wish to 

maintain their legacy with the 

SCHS and our Starke County 

Community.   

  

The next phase of the Capital 

Campaign is to meet with 

individuals and businesses that 

have been identified as potential 

funders.  In fact, that process has 

already begun.  Recently officials 

from the Northern Indiana 

Community Foundation (Fulton, 

Miami, and Starke Counties) met 

with Capital Campaign commit-

tee members to discuss how 

NICF benefactors can participate.  

Those talks were very positive 

and promise to lead to a major 

pledge. 

 

Although no formal announce-

ment of a Capital Campaign Goal 

has been made, the Board has 

identified a three-tier approach to 

fund raising; short, medium, and 

long range goals that will permit 

the redesign of the SCHC build-

ing to accommodate the design of 

a museum program that will 

make all Starke County residents 

proud!     

Ice Cream Social  was held on 

the grounds of the new museum 

south of Knox on July 5, 2015. 

As in past years, proud collectors 

brought beautiful classic cars, 

trucks and tractors, as well as 

displays inside the building. 
Svenja Chesna spun wool on her 

spinning wheel, while everyone 

listened to the Woodshed Ramblers 

Band outside, and the Emigh family 

served that delicious ice cream.  

Visitors toured the new museum 

building in its “before” condition.  

Come this year to see what 

progress has been made! 

If you have a collection of historic 

nature and want to exhibit it at this 

year’s Ice Cream Social on July 3, 

2016, call the museum at 772-5393 

and leave a message, or contact one 

of the Board members.  .   

2015 Annual Meeting 

was held in the Knox High 

School Cafeteria with approxi-

mately 120 people enjoying a 

carry-in dinner.  During the 

business meeting, reports from 

the treasurer, nominating com-

mittee and president were given.  

Officers elected are listed else-

where in this newsletter.  

The program was presented by 

Steven Lee, social studies teacher 

from North Judson-San Pierre 

School, entitled “Classrooms of 

Democracy---A Visit to the 

Thirteen Presidential Libraries”. 

The Annual Meeting was dedi-

cated to the memory of James 

Shilling, a 15-year president of 

the Society, who died on October 

17, 2015. 

 

Membership     
The purpose of the 

Starke County His-

torical Society is to foster an 

interest in local history and the 

preservation of items of historical 

interest for future generations.  

Members live in many states, 

from California to New York. If 

you are already a member in 

2016, thank you!  If you are not 

a member of the Starke County 

Historical Society, you may join 

today and help us tell the story of 

our county and its people.  

Membership in the Society is 

open to anyone wishing to further 

the mission of the Society.    
  
Starke County Historical 
Society dues: 
Individual …………...$ 10.00 
Husband & Wife……$ 15.00 

 
Starke County Historical 
Society Endowed Fund 
The Starke County Historical 

Society Endowment Fund in the 

Starke County Community 

Foundation has grown to more 

than  

$33,000.     
The fund 

distributes a percentage of the 

annual earnings back to the 

Society for the Museum opera-

tion.  Thanks to all who continue 

to make financial gifts to this 

long-term fund.  If you would 

like to donate to the Starke 

County Historical Society’s fund, 

go to the foundation’s website: 

 

http://www.nicf.org/donate/reo

ccurringdonation.html or call 

Sarah Origer at the Starke County 

Community Foundation at 574-

772-3665. 

 

Are there businesses in 
Starke County which are 
celebrating a milestone in 
2016?  Let us know.   Call the 
museum at (574)772-5393 and 
leave a message.   

http://www.nicf.org/donate/reoccurringdonation.html
http://www.nicf.org/donate/reoccurringdonation.html


 

Firearms 

Benefit 

Building Renovation 
A lucky man from North Judson 

and another from Culver were the 

winners of firearms in the Starke 

County Historical Society’s 

benefit drawing in February. 

 

Winner of the Indiana 200th 

Statehood Shotgun was Jud 

Rouch of Culver.  Winning the 

Mossberg 4×4 300 Win Mag, 

beautifully engraved NRA Indi-

ana Hunting Tradition Rifle, with 

a lined case, was Eldon Jackson 

of North Judson.  Ticket sales 

will help the Museum Building 

Fund in renovation of the new 

museum on South Heaton Street 

in Knox. 

 

        Mark Rippy, chairman of 

the firearms raffle, 

expressed his ap-

preciation for the 

help of Greg 

Dolezal of G&G 

Guns inside Ed’s 

Auto Parts, who 

stored the guns 

and helped with the official 

paperwork. 
 

 

Interesting Inquiries 
An inquiry was received about 

William Jackson, who was a resident 

of Bass Lake years ago. Mr. Jackson 

designed boats.  One of his designs, 

the Muskoka Seaflea was so popular 

that boat lovers formed an 

organization which is apparently 

world-wide.  The Seaflea design is 

intended for “do-it-yourself” con-

struction.  The inquiry was from a 

Canadian who was trying to reach 

Mr. Jackson’s daughter, Joyce, to 

express his appreciation for her 

father’s work on the design which 

has given him and his family so 

much pleasure.  He built a Seaflea 

with his father, and he said, “This 

small boat defined my childhood to 

the point that my entire family has 

been involved with youth boat 

building initiatives since then.”  So 

Mr. Jackson put Starke County on 

the map! 
 

Schricker Home Celebrated 
2015 was a year of celebration of 

the 100th birthday for the home of 

Governor and Mrs. Schricker. 

Events sponsored to celebrate the 

occasion were held beginning on 

November 6th with two special 

“Ladies’ Tea Parties” honoring 

Maude Schricker.  Each Tea 

included entertainment, delicious 

foods, and a fashion show 

featuring ladies’ clothing and 

hats housed at the Schricker 

Museum. 

 

November 7th and 8th  featured a 

100th birthday party and an Open 

House.  Present at these events 

were representatives from Starke 

County organizations, including   

Knox Fire Dept., the Boy Scouts, 

VFW, and American Legions, as 

well as city officials.  To 

conclude the ceremonies, Happy 

Birthday was played on Governor 

Schricker’s own piano, much to 

the delight of the four Schricker 

grandchildren who were special 

guests during these celebrations. 

  
Mark Your Calendars 

July 3, 2016   
Ice Cream Social  

July 9-16, 2016 

       Starke County 4-H Fair 

November 17, 2016 
Starke County Historical                  
Society Annual Meeting 
 

This Newsletter has been 

          sponsored by: 
 

Starke County 

Farm Bureau 

Co-op 
 

           
 

Hamlet – Brems 
 

Serving Starke County 

Since 
 

1928 
 

Part of Starke County’s 

History 
 

http://starkecountycoop.com/        

 

Starke County Historical Society 

Board of Directors for 2016: 
Peg Brettin, Dean Corey, Alice 

Dolezal, Mariann Gappa, Ed Hasnerl, 

Erl Henry, Van Janovic,  Jerry 

Jernas, Debbie Mix,  Mark Rippy,  

Alan Selge, Paul Sellers, Melba 

Shilling, Rodger Smith, Dolores 

Surfus,  Ron Vendl and Ken Whiles. 

 

President     Ron Vendl 

Vice President    Ed Hasnerl 

Secretary  Debbie Mix 

Treasurer  Peg Brettin 

 

 
Starke County Museum 

401 S. Main 

Knox, Indiana 46534 

574-772-5393 
 

http://www.starkecountycoop.com/

