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Starke County Historian Retires 
Yes, Marvin Allen has retired and has 

moved from Starke County.  He and 

Kathy are now in Florida and will be 

living in Bloomington, IN later this 

year.   Marvin has been a dedicated 
volunteer with 
the Starke Coun-
ty Historical So-
ciety and has 
served as secre-
tary for that or-
ganization since 
2004. In 2006, he 
was appointed Starke County His-
torian by the IHS and Indiana His-
torical Bureau. His work over the 
years has included the scanning of 
nearly 25,000 historic photographs, 
maps, phone books and county his-
tory books. He has presented doz-
ens of programs on history to 
groups throughout the state and is 
considered an authority on the his-
tory of Starke County.  
   Much of his work can be seen at 
the Starke County Museum or on 
the Society’s websites at: 
http://www.scpl.lib.in.us/historical/      

http://www.starkehistory.com    

Thanks, Marvin, for your dedication. 
 

New County Historian 
Yes, the Indiana Historical Society and 

Indiana Historical Bureau have ap-

pointed a new County Historian for 

Starke County.  It was recommended at 

our Annual Meeting in November that 

Ed Hasnerl be ap-

pointed.  His appoint-

ment is now official 

and Ed takes his place 

as our 5th County His-

torian. 

 

Having lived in Starke 

County for most of his 

life, Ed has a vast knowledge of the 

people and the history.  He is a minister 

at the Eagle Creek Church east of Knox 

and is a long time WKVI radio per-

sonality commentator for WKVI.  He 

has a vast knowledge of the  

 

sonality.  If you have any questions for 

the County Historian, you may find his 

email address at:............................. 

http://www.scpl.lib.in.us/historical/       
 

Courthouse Tours 
   Each year during Knox Harvest 

Days, held the last weekend in August, 

the Historical Society conducts tours of 

the century-old Starke County Court-

house.  Students from the three county 

schools are trained as tour guides.  This 

year’s students were Elliot Coad, Elliot 

Ferch, Chris Lippelt, Hannah Folkers, 

and Journey Edgell.   The Courthouse 

guides were lead and instructed by 

Debbie Mix, Ron Vendl, and Carole 

Surfus.  

Over the past several years, about 5000 

people have climbed the 157 steps to 

the top of this grand building to see the 

clock and bell and to view the county 

landscape.  We also offer tours of the 

Courthouse at other times of the year.  

If you have a group that would like a 

tour of the Courthouse, call Debbie at 

574-772-0896. 

 

Also available is a 32-minute video 

about features of the Courthouse which  

you have not 

seen before.  It is 

a personal Tour 

of the Court-

house,   narrated 

by Ed Hasnerl.  

If you are inter-

ested in viewing 

or purchasing this video, call Jim Shil-

ling at 772-4311. 

 

 

 

Another item about the Starke County 

Courthouse. 

  On the four-sided dome above the 

elevator on 3
rd

 floor were four paintings 

when the courthouse was built.  In 

Ball’s 1900 history book, he mentions 

them.  “The inside of the dome has in-

teresting designs painted or frescoed 

upon the wall.  On the north, America 

is represented by an Indian; on the 

south is a figure of Justice; on the west 

a figure representing Glory; and on the 

east is presented Eternity.” 

  A few years ago when the interior of 

the Courthouse was painted, Jim Shil-

ling and Carl Goodrich (the custodian) 

were on the scaffolding above the ele-

vator and held a bare bulb lamp close to 

the wall.  This produced a shadow ef-

fect on the wall which showed extra 

layers of paint.  The edges of the paint-

ings were clearly visible.  They washed 

a small area with turpentine, exposing 

the edge of the painting and the beauti-

ful border.  Jim says, “We didn't go any 

further - we really didn't know what we 

were doing and didn't want to mess up 

the painting.  But we are sure that the  

paintings are still there, under layers of 

paint.  Later, a conservator, Monica 

Radecki examined the dome and con-

firmed our 

findings.”   

Because of 

the cost of 

renovating 

the dome, 

however, 

the public 

may never 

see these 

beautiful 

paintings.        

 

 

 

 

 

Photo shows the dome of our 

sister courthouse in Ottawa 

County, Ohio. 

February 2012            Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.scpl.lib.in.us/historical/
http://www.starkehistory.com/
http://www.scpl.lib.in.us/historical/


NEW! Endangered 

Heritage Exhibit   

Endangered Heritage, a collec-

tions care advocacy exhibit from 

the Indiana Historical Society, is 

scheduled to open at the Henry 

F. Schricker Library in Knox on 

March 6 through April 1, 2012, 

and in the North Judson Library 

from April 1 through May 1, 

2012.  The purpose of the exhibit 

is to educate local communities 

and potential funders about the 

need for good collections stew-

ardship and to encourage contri-

butions for collections care. It 

also gives examples of the dan-

gers to objects in collections and 

information about the collections 

care needs of Indiana’s organiza-

tions.  This exhibit consists of 12 

one-sided, 3-feet-wide, free-

standing banner stands, and an 

exhibit table with a secure vitrine 

(clear display cover) that will 

feature items from our collec-

tion.  

 

Notice the damage to this Knox 

map. 

Big Photos ----------------                  
The Starke County Historical Socie-

ty was asked by Rick Raab of Five-

Star in Knox to furnish photographs 

that could be enlarged and placed 

around their store.  Some of the 

25,000 photographs that we have 

scanned in our computers are very 

high quality and can be enlarged up 

to 8 feet wide.  Many of these pho-

tographs were taken by Klopot Stu-

dios years ago and are on 8 x 10-

inch glass negatives.  They are of 

excellent quality.  The photos cho-

sen by Five Star include old grocery 

stores, farms, cars, churches, bas-

ketball teams, the door-to-door 

milkman and families.  Stop in at 

Five-Star and see these distinctive 

photographs.  

Annual Meeting this 

year was held in the Knox High 

School Cafeteria with approxi-

mately 100 people enjoying a 

carry-in dinner.  During the 

business meeting, reports from 

the treasurer, nominating com-

mittee and president were given.  

Since 2011 was the sesquicen-

tennial of the Civil War, Susan 

and Gary Brown were scheduled 

as the program, introduced by Ed 

Hasnerl. The Browns gave a musi-

cal performance of Civil War songs.  

Placemats on the tables gave infor-

mation about the role that Starke 

County played in the Civil War.  

The Browns played 6 different mu-

sical instruments that were used 

during the Civil War.  Their delight-

ful program included lyrics from 

both the North and South.   The dif-

ficulty of the Civil War came to life 

as the descriptions of how the sol-

diers from both sides shared songs 

by night and went to war with each 

other in the morning.  Sometimes 

they would call out to brothers and 

uncles on the other side at night.  

The music began with “Hard Times 

Come Again No More” by Stephen 

Foster to the sound of the lap dul-

cimer.  The auto-harp was played to 

John Howard’s “Home Sweet 

Home”.  The guitar and harmonica 

were played to the song “Listen to 

the Mockingbird”.  The zither, an 

antique instrument from the 

Brown’s family, was played in sev-

eral of the songs.  The audience was 

invited to join in the verses.  After 

the southern and northern verses of 

the song, “Battle Cry for Freedom,” 

the program ended with Robert Kit-

tredge’s song, “Tenting Tonight on 

the Old Campground”.  

 

 

4-H Fair  
Thanks to Peg and Tim Brettin, 
the Society’s historical photos 
and quilts were a big hit in the 
Women’s Building at the 4-H 
Fair again last year. 
  When you go to the 4-H Fair 
this year, don’t miss the FFA 
building on the north side of the 
fair grounds.  The building in-
cludes historical agricultural ex-
hibits as well as the Starke 
County Purdue Ag Alumni exhib-
it.  



Thanks to Ron 
Vendl for display-
ing historic photo-
graphs at the 
Bass Lake Festi-
val last year.  He 
is also taking over 
as membership 
chairman for the 
Historical Society.  So if you 
have a question about your 
membership or want to pay your 
membership, call the museum at 
772-5393. 
 

Membership    The pur-

pose of the Starke County His-

torical Society is to foster an in-

terest in local history and the 

preservation of items of histori-

cal interest for future genera-

tions.  We have members from 

all over the United States. If you 

are already a member in 2012, 

thank you !  
If you are not 

a member of 

the Starke 

County His-

torical Society, you may join to-

day and help us tell the story of 

our county and its people.  

Membership in the Society is 

open to anyone wishing to fur-

ther the mission of the Society.     
Starke County Historical Society 

dues: 

Individual …………..$ 10.00 

Husband & Wife……$ 15.00 

 

Everglades of the North 
Patty Wisniewski, Brian Kallies, 
Jeff Manes, Tom Desch and 
others are producing a new 
movie about the Kankakee River  
for the Izaak Walton League – 
Diana Chapter.  It is called “Ev-
erglades of the North,” and is 
expected to be broadcast on 
PBS and other public stations.  
Interviews of people living in this 
area from South Bend to Mo-
mence, Ill. have been made.  
Marvin Allen was interviewed by 
the production staff last summer.      

Gayle Macbride, a member of 
the NWI Paddlers, was one to 
see the preliminary clip.  She  
wrote, “The clip is very impres-
sive--all the interviews, the wild-
life footage--some great video 
from the boat. It was like being 
on a boat moving up river.”  
  Once known as the Everglades 
of the North, the Grand Kanka-
kee Marsh (GKM) was one of 
the largest wetlands in North 
America. This million-acre marsh 
covered much of present day 
Northern Indiana and Illinois, 
and was home to some of the 
highest concentrations of wildlife 
on the planet. For centuries the 
marsh gave and man took.  This 
documentary, "Everglades of the 
North", will explore the diverse 
ecology, unveil the astonishing 
history, and illustrate the contro-
versial saga of the GKM. 
  It will bring to life the story of 
how people have used and per-
ceived the GKM from early Na-
tive Americans to modern day 
industrialists, while educating 
viewers about the vital role wet-
lands and prairies play in our 
ecosystem.  To preview this vid-
eo go to………………………….. 
http://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=lh6RWgyDnJw 

Starke County Historical Society 

Board of Directors for 2012: 

Mary Ann Awald, Peg Brettin, 

Marvin McLaughlin, Alice Dolezal, 

Wayne Emigh, Marilyn Folkers, Ed 

Hasnerl, Don Henricks, Erl Henry, 

Debbie Mix, Eli Roscka, Alan 

Selge, Jim Shilling, Donna Toth, 

Paul Sellers, Dolores Surfus, Clara-

belle Troike, and Ken Whiles.  

      Yellowstone Trail going  

      through Indiana and Starke County. 
 

Ice Cream Social   

 
Kathleen Jerrell entertained nearly 

300 people with her dulcimer at last 

year’s Ice Cream Social.  The 

Starke County Historical Society’s 

event had more than 20 exhibitors 

with farm tractors, trucks, autos, 

arrowheads, wood carvings, musical 

instruments and some historic doc-

uments and guns dating from 1657.  

Plus, the Emighs served that deli-

cious ice cream.  If you have a col-

lection of historic nature and want 

to exhibit it at next year’s Ice 

Cream Social on July 1, 2012, call 

the museum at 772-5393 or Jim 

Shilling at 772-4311.    

 

Other Starke County events 

There are several great festivals cel-

ebrating Starke County each year – 

the North Judson Mint Festival, the 

Bass Lake Splash, the Knox Harvest 

Festival, and other socials, like car 

shows and the Historical Society’s 

Ice Cream Social.  But one big cel-

ebration this coming year will be 

the  

Yellowstone Trail Festival at 

Hamlet, August 17 - 19, 2012 cele-

brating the Yellowstone Trail’s 

Centennial.  It was in 1912 that the 

concept of having a national high-

way across the United States began.  

The trail goes through Hamlet on 

Starke Street and continues west on 

600 N.  At the same date and loca-

tion will be the 1840 
Hamlet Rendezvous with pioneer 
crafts and materials. 

 



The Christmas Open House  

is always a fun time at the muse-

um.  Guests have a chance to 

view some of the exhibits.  Ed 

Hasnerl always brings his won-

derful group of song leaders, Do-

ris Michael, Diana Riddle, Mari-

lyn McCarty, and Sally Povilai-

tis.  Everyone 

enjoys singing 

Christmas carols 

around Gover-

nor Schricker’s 

piano.  One of 

Ed’s guests this 

year was Tom 

Berg from 

WKVI.  Tom 

played a piano solo for the 

group.  Thanks to Donna Toth 

and Marilyn Folkers for hosting 

and decorating the museum for 

the holiday season.  Thanks also 

to Toni Snearly for being in 

charge of the Christmas Memo-

rial Tree.  

During the 

Christmas sea-

son, for a 

$1.00 dona-

tion, a ribbon 

in memory of 

a loved one is 

placed on the 

outside Me-

morial 

Christmas Tree, donated by 

Hensler Nursery.  This year more 

than 300 names and ribbons 

were placed on the tree, a record 

number in recent years.  Thanks 

to all who donated and helped to 

make a wonderful and festive 

tree at the museum.   

 
The Starke County Historical 
Society Endowment Fund in 
the Starke County Community 
Foundation has grown to over 
$28,000.  The fund distributes 

a percentage of the annual 
earnings back to the Society 
for the Museum operation.  
Thanks to all who continue to 
make financial gifts to this 
long-term fund.   
 

Pioneers of Starke County’s His-
tory from McCormick’s 1915 
History of Starke County  
“In an early day our pioneer citi-

zens, who sought to find cheaper 

homes than they could purchase in 

the eastern states, began to travel 

towards the setting sun. After 

much hardship and slow progress, 

fording streams and wallowing 

through muck and mire and sand, 

they arrived at their objective point 

(Starke County). After unyoking 

their cattle and turning them loose 

to feed upon the never-ending crop 

of wild grass, they began to make 

preparation for a hut or tent to 

house their good wives and babies 

from the inclement weather of the 

cold autumn months then coming 

on.  After they had provided a place 

or home for their families, the next 

thing was to fence and plow or "dig 

up" a patch to plant their next crops. 

While the family would cultivate 

the soil, the man of the "farm" 

would shoulder his gun and go in 

quest of a deer or some wild game 

which constituted a great share of 

their living. After they had raised a 

sufficient amount of grain, they 

would load up an ox wagon or cart 

and drive miles and miles to some 

mill to have it ground, taking one or 

two days in going and the same in 

returning, camping out at night 

while making the trip. The family at 

home, if they should run out of meal 

before he returned, would grate or 

grind some meal from the ears of 

corn on an improvised grater or a 

piece of tin punched full of holes, 

over which they would rub the corn 

to make meal for bread or mush. 

This the writer has done many times 

himself. Thus it was that the pio-

neers lived and overcame the many 

perplexing things that made up the 

life of the pioneer citizen.” 

 

Mark Your Calendars  
July 1, 2012    

Ice Cream Social at the Muse-
um 

November 15, 2012  
Starke County Historical         
Society Annual Meeting  

December 2, 2012  

     Christmas Open House at the Museum 

 
 

This newsletter has been 

          sponsored by: 
 

Starke County 

Farm Bureau 

Co-op 
 

           
 

Hamlet – Brems 
 

Serving Starke County 

Since 
 

1928 
 

Part of Starke County’s 

History 
 

http://starkecountycoop.com/ 

         Starke County Museum 
                           401 S. Main 

                    Knox, Indiana 46534 

                           574-772-5393 

http://www.starkecountycoop.com/


 


