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Marvin Allen receives the Hubert  

Hawkins History Award 
 

 
IHS Board of Trustees Chair Thomas Hoback and  

Marvin Allen 

 

Indianapolis— 

   The Indiana Historical Society 
presented its 2010 Hubert Hawkins 
History Award to Marvin Allen of 
Knox, Ind., at its annual Founders 
Day Dinner on Dec. 6. The 
presentation took place at the 
Eugene and Marilyn Glick Indiana 
History Center, located at 450 W. 
Ohio St. in downtown Indianapolis. 
 
    The Hubert Hawkins History 
Award is made annually to a local 
historian for his or her 
distinguished service and career in 
local history. 
 
    Born in Starke County, Allen 
graduated as valedictorian of Knox 
High School in 1964 and went on to 
further his education at Coyne 
College in Chicago. After a 34-year 
career with NCR/AT&T that moved 
his family from South Bend, Ind., to 
Illinois and later to Missouri, Allen 
decided to take early retirement and 
move back to his home county. He 
built a new home on the family farm 
and began to serve his community. 
   Allen began to volunteer with the 
Starke County Historical Society 

and has served as secretary for that 
organization since 2004. In 2006, he 
was appointed Starke County 
Historian by the IHS and Indiana 
Historical Bureau. His work over 
the years has included the scanning 
of nearly 25,000 historic 
photographs, maps, phone books 
and county history books. He has 
presented dozens of programs on 
history to groups throughout the 
state and is considered an authority 
on the history of Starke County. 
   Much of his work can be seen at 
the Starke County Museum or on 
the Society’s websites at: 
http://www.scpl.lib.in.us/historical/      

http://www.starkehistory.com    

Thanks Marvin for your dedication.    
    

The “Black Box” 
    One of the reasons that Marvin received 

this award was because of his continued 

effort in digitizing items in the Museum.  He 

has scanned nearly 25,000 historic 

photographs, maps, phone books, county 

history books, made placards with copies of 

old Starke County photographs and placed 

them in the “Black Box”, an external hard-

drive for the computer.  This box has been 

copied to three other hard-drives, so that we 

have extra copies in case of a disaster.  It 

takes about 20 hours of computer time to 

make one copy of the “Black Box”.  The 

“Black Box” has about 220 gigabytes of 

information.  One of the reasons these files 

are so large is because many of the 

photographs which have been scanned were 

large 8 x 10 glass negatives from Klopot 

Studio and many of the other photographers 

in Starke County.  When these types of 

photos are copied, they are scanned in high 

resolution to preserve every detail in the 

photograph.  Other items which Marvin 

scanned include the 1915 McCormick’s 

Standard History of Starke County.  This is 

a 750 page book.  He has also placed this 

book on the website and it is completely 

searchable.  

Presentations – Speaking about 

Marvin Allen, he has made many 

presentations in and out of the county 

during the past several years.   

   A “Cruising Knox in the 1950s”  

presentation at the Henry F. 

Schricker Library drew a full crowd in 

attendance.  He showed many photos 

of cars, Drive-Ins, Auto dealers and 

gas stations in the 1950s.   

   If your group would like a program 

for your meeting, either at the 

museum or your regular meeting 

location, let us know.  We can do 

programs of 8 minutes or 80 minutes. 
 

Annual Meeting this 

year was held in the Knox High School 

Cafeteria with 110 people enjoying a 

carry-in dinner.  Marvin Allen gave his 

presentation on the Kankakee Marsh.  

 
   Election of officers was held and 

reports from the treasurer, Starke 

County historian and president were 

also given.  Kathy Jerrell provided 

beautiful dulcimer music for the dinner 

hour. 

 

The Faces of the Civil War 
     The Starke County Historical 

Society has made special arrangements 

with the Indiana Historical Society to 

have this highly-rated exhibit displayed 

in the Starke County Henry F. 

Schricker Library in Knox on May 3 

through May 27, 2011.   

   This impressive 500-square-foot 

exhibit brings to life the stories of 

Hoosiers whose lives were touched, and 

in some cases taken, by the Civil War. 

Not all are well known or revered – 
many were just everyday citizens 
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fulfilling their duty to their friends, 

family, state and country. Rather than 

focusing on statistics and large-scale 

battles, Faces of the Civil War 

illustrates how regular people coped 

with the tragic experiences of the day – 

all from an Indiana perspective. Hands-

on, interactive elements enhance the 

visitor experience. 
 

CourthouseTours

 
   Each year during Knox Harvest 

Days, held the last weekend in 

August, the Historical Society 

conducts tours of this century-old 

building.  Students from the county 

schools are trained as tour guides.  

This year’s students were David 

Stephen, Lauren Jernas, Allie 

Bulick, Madalyn Allender, Carole 

Surfus, and Matthew Bejes.   Over 

the past several years, about 4850 

people have climbed the 157 steps 

to the top of this grand building to 

see the clock and bell and to view 

the county landscape.  We also 

offer tours of the Courthouse at 

other times of the year.  
 

A tale of another Courthouse 

   The Randolph County Court- 

house has been in the news for 

the past several years.  In 2005 

the Randolph County 

Commissioners voted (2-1) to 

demolish the 150-year-old 

building.  This vote not 

only shocked the local 

citizens, but others around 

the state.  Many years 

before, the clock tower 

and the third story 

mansard roof had been 

removed, supposedly 

because of the leaky roof.   

Groups around the state 

became alarmed and got 

involved in the discussions.  In 

fact, on April 24, 2008, 

Governor Mitch Daniels signed 

Senate Bill 176 in a ceremony in 

his office at the Statehouse. The 

bill created a Courthouse 

Preservation Committee to 

advise county officials on the 

preservation of the more than 80 

historic courthouses in Indiana.  

Starke County Commissioners 

used this committee to inspect 

our Starke County Courthouse 

last year. 

    One group leading the call to 

action against the 

Randolph County vote to 

destroy the Courthouse 

was the “Courthouse Girls” 

from Farmland, Indiana.  

These ladies, a bridge club, 

all in their seventies, 

eighties and nineties, 

produced a calendar “in the 

buff.”  It was sold around 

the world to raise funds to 

save the Courthouse.  You can 

view the Courthouse Girls on 

their website-  

http://www.courthousegirls.com/ 
 

        

              Randolph County Courthouse 

Big exhibit --------  
   Remember when we mentioned the 

exhibits and donations that come into 

the Museum, and how the Accessions 

Committee handles them?   

“Example – farm machinery.  Since 

Starke County has roots in agriculture, 

shouldn’t we be telling the story of our 

agricultural heritage?  But where do we 

put a 1937 Allis Chalmers threshing 

machine?”   

     Dick Pettinato has wanted to donate 

his dad’s 1937 Allis Chalmers 

threshing machine since 2005. Well, 

Jonathan Shively, FFA advisor from the 

North Judson San Pierre Schools, 

called.  “I have the perfect place for that 

threshing machine,” he said.  And sure 

enough, he did.  Both FFAs (NJSP and 

Oregon-Davis) share a building at the 

4-H Fairgrounds in Hamlet.   

     With the approval of the Fair Board 

and the acceptance of the gift by the 

Starke County Historical Society, the 

Pettinato’s threshing machine has a new 

home.  There is plenty of room to 

stretch out the straw blower pipe, the 

grain auger and the bundle carrier.   A 

short video, with Dick narrating, tells a 

little of the story of harvesting our grain 

many years ago, before our present day 

combines.  

     Next July, stop in at the FFA 

building (north end of the fair grounds) 

and see this wonderful machine.   

     There are several other old farm 

machines exhibited in the building, as 

well as the Starke County Purdue Ag 

Alumni exhibit. 
 

Membership    The 

purpose of the Starke County 

Historical Society is to foster an 

interest in local history and the 

preservation of items of 

historical interest for future 

http://www.courthousegirls.com/


generations.  We have members 

from all over the United States. 

If you are already a member in 

2011, thank you !  If you are not 

a member of 

the Starke 

County 

Historical 

Society, you 

may join today and help us tell 

the story of our county and its 

people.  Membership in the 

Society is open to anyone 

wishing to further the mission of 

the Society.     
Starke County Historical Society 

dues: 

Individual …………..$ 10.00 

Husband & Wife……$ 15.00 

 

The power of the Internet! 
   If you haven’t been on our Starke 

County web sites recently, you may 

want to check out the latest updates.  

There are many more photographs, 

some recordings and newly-found 

histories of Starke County.                                       

http://www.scpl.lib.in.us/historical/      

http://www.starkehistory.com                
 
The second site lists a few of the 

interesting items in the museum, plus 

photos and activities of the Society.  

You will be amazed how easy it is to 

“point and click”.   

 
The top search string is "starke 
county historical society"  
2nd is "che mah"  
3rd is "history of starke" 
4th is "starke county museum"  
5th is "bass lake".  
 

Videos --   
    On the www.starkehistory.com site, 

Marvin Allen, County Historian, has 

installed a “Featured Video” section.  

Click on it and you will see the 8-

minute video that is shown to guests at 

the Starke County Visitors Center.  It 

tells a little about Starke County history 

and the restoration of the Knox Nickel 

Plate Depot and the watchman’s tower.  

Melba Shilling and Ed Hasnerl narrate.   

Another video on the website is about 

the return of the Desardee school bell to 

Starke County and the Museum. 

Tours 
   The Society was the host for a series 

of other programs and tours this past 

year.  During the summer, several high 

school class reunions scheduled a visit 

to the Museum. 

    In May, 140 Knox 3
rd

 graders 

visited the Museum.  Below is 

one of the classes.  

 

The Ice Cream Social 
has become a “destination” each summer.  
It is held on the first Sunday in July, so 
mark your calendars for this year –  
July 3, 2011,  1 – 3 pm. 
    Last year, more than 22 friends of the 
Museum displayed 
their interesting 
exhibits.  There 
were arrowhead 
collections, antique 
autos, trucks and 
tractors.   
    Kathy Jarrell 
provided beautiful background music on 
her dulcimer.  Wayne and Joann Emigh 
were very busy dishing ice cream to an 
estimated 240  people.  
   If you have a unique collection and 
would like to exhibit at this year’s Ice 
Cream Social, call Jim Shilling at 772- 4311.  

Remember, if your ancestors 

moved to Starke County in the 1800’s 

or if you just came here a week ago, 

you are a part of Starke County 

History.  Anything happening today 

is history tomorrow.  If you have 

historic photos of family or scenes 

and events in Starke County that we 

may copy and put into our collection, 

call 772-5393 and leave a message. 

 

Museum hours -- Tues-Fri -- 12-4 

(staffed by volunteers) 

Christmas time - 2010 

    Forty guests gathered together at 

the Museum to sing Christmas 

carols and sip hot 

cider with 

homemade cookies 

on the first Sunday in December.  

Doris Michael, Diana Riddle, 

Marilyn McCarty, Kathy Allen, Ed 

Hasnerl, and Sally Povilaitis led 

those attending in singing familiar 

carols.  A special guest appearance 

by WKVI’s Tom Berg was a 

surprise, arranged by Ed.   

     

Knox Fire Department 

Centennial ---- 2011 
    One hundred years ago was the 

official start of the Knox Fire 

Department.  Henry F. Schricker (yes, 

the Henry that later became Governor 

of Indiana) helped organize the group 

in 1911 and was its first fire chief. At 

that time, they gathered a group of 

volunteers and actually had an 

organization.   

     Before 1911 there were efforts to 

handle fires by a town bucket brigade.  

Each business in town was issued two 

buckets.  If there were a fire, each 

merchant grabbed his two buckets, 

went to one of the town pumps and 

started carrying water to the fire.  If, 

upon inspection, you didn’t have your 

two buckets at ready access, you were 

fined $5.00. 

    There had been several bad fires in 

the town of Knox as well as other 

communities in the county. 

    Headlines in the local paper in 1905 

reads, “Knox suffers another costly fire 

while citizens stand helpless and see 

property go up in smoke.  A $23,000 

blaze.”    

    If you have any old pictures or 

histories of the fire departments in the 

county, bring them to the Museum and 

let us copy them. 

Boy Scouts –2011 
    Last year, the Boy Scouts of 

America celebrated their 100
th
 

anniversary (2010).  In 2011, Starke 

County Boy Scouts will be 

celebrating their centennial.  The 

Scouting program in North Judson 

http://www.scpl.lib.in.us/historical/
http://www.starkehistory.com/


started in 1911 with 4 boys.    In 

Knox, the program was started by 

Perry Uncapher, with help from 

Henry Schricker, in 1912.  The 

Historical Society would like to 

gather more information about the 

Scouting Program in Starke County 

over the years.  If you have 

programs or photos of Boy Scouts, 

please share them with us, so we 

can copy them. Two scouts that 

some people might recognize in the 

photo below are Harold Keen 

(center row left) and Orville 

Nichols  (center).   

 

Starke County Historical Society 

Board of Directors: 

Mary Ann Awald, Nicholas Bourff, 

Peg Brettin, Marvin McLaughlin, 

Alice Dolezal, Wayne Emigh, 

Marilyn Folkers, Ed Hasnerl, Erl 

Henry, Joe Kingsbury, Eli Roscka, 

Alan Selge, Jim Shilling, Donna 

Toth, Paul Sellers, Dolores Surfus, 

Clarabelle Troike, and Ken Whiles.  

Mark Your Calendars  
July 3, 2011     

Ice Cream Social at the 
Museum 

November 17, 2011  
Starke County Historical         
Society Annual Meeting  

December 4, 2011  

     Christmas Open House at the Museum 

 
   The “Libby Prison Barn” was 

located northwest of Hamlet in 

Starke County, built around 1900.  

Below is part of an essay by Sue 

Neikirk, describing her research 
about this famous building and its 

association with the Civil War.  

Space in this newsletter doesn’t 

allow us to include the entire 

article, only the beginning.  The 

rest of the article can be viewed at 

the Museum or on our website. 

http://www.starkehistory.com/i

ndex_files/Page367.htm 

 

The Libby Prison Mystery 
by Sue Neikirk 

     I do love a good mystery and found that I 

was on the trail of one which included war, 

starvation, murder and disappearance of an 
entire four-storied wood and brick building. 

     My husband Frank and I had visited the 

local Knox Christo’s restaurant where I was 

seated facing a large photograph that 

quickly caught my attention.  Many people 

think of it as a quaint barn in the local 

countryside.  The real difference was that 

most “barns” don’t come with a historical 

plaque which states it was the Libby Prison 

from Virginia.  I had to find more about this 

building and little did I know that the search 

would take years of on and off search. 
    (continues at the above website………..) 

 

Wills 
    The author of a recent newspaper 

article was discussing that he and 

his wife were reworking their Last 

Will and Testament.  He said, “now 

that our children are older, and 

don’t need our money, we plan to 

only leave them our Tupperware set 

when we die.”  Of course, he was 

teasing, but he did get the readers’ 

attention.  

    A few years ago, a gentleman 

retired and moved to Bass Lake 

from another county.   He had been 

in the Museum a few times, joined 

the Historical Society and really 

enjoyed living in Starke County.  

Last summer he died, and his 

attorney notified the Society that we 

were mentioned in his will.  We will 

miss his friendly visits to the 

Museum, but thank him for his 

thoughtfulness.  

    If you have more than just 

Tupperware, think about ‘Will 

Power’.  Your portfolio may not be 

plush as some, but when you start 

thinking about your estate, give 

thought to the Starke County 

Historical Society, either through a 

gift or an endowment.     
 

 

This newsletter has been 

          sponsored by: 
 

Starke County 

Farm Bureau 

Co-op 
 

           
 

Hamlet – Brems 
 

Serving Starke County 

Since 
 

1928 
 

Part of Starke County’s 

History 
 

http://starkecountycoop.com/ 
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