
Tidbit No. 60a 

 

The folks at the Wayne Township Library reminded me that the last tidbit should have been No. 

60!  And so this is No. 60a. 

 

We have fun in Starke County, Indiana.  I got a lot of laughs from the Space Rocket tidbit, but I 

didn't write it.  The article was written by some unknown reporter about a month after the US-

Air Force investigation.   

 

Here is the conclusion of that story:  Vic Albright found the US-Air Force declassified report on 

the rocket and sent it to me - I have attached it for you.  Don't let the title of it scare you - the 

Black Vault.   Just scroll down to the end to see the photo of Richard Jensen's space rocket.   In 

fact, there are two photos showing the expert way it was "destroyed" when it "hit the ground".    

 

There is more about those clever people in Hamlet, Indiana.  In 1967, a small space ship (about 

30" in diameter) was found by Starke County road personnel in a ditch near County Road 500 

East.  It had four pipes extending from one side and a lot of burned marks, supposedly because of 

heat from entering the earth's atmosphere so fast.   Inside were radio control units and other 

items.  It, too, was a hoax made from spare parts and two aluminum children's sleds.  But it did 

create quite a stir in the Hamlet area for a week or two.  It is "flying" in our Museum today. 

Jim Shilling 

Starke County Historical Society 

 

http://www.starkehistory.com 

http://www.scpl.lib.in.us/historical/ 

 

        

http://www.starkehistory.com/
http://www.scpl.lib.in.us/historical/


http://projectbluebook.theblackvault.com
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• 1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12 • CONCLUSIONS 

17 -Sept em'ue r 1954 Hamlet , L'lr: .;_:'..n a 0 Wa s Ball oon 
0 Probably Bal loon 

3. DATE•TIME GROUP •• TYPE OF OBSERVATION 
0 Po ssibl y Balloon 

Local Iii Ground-Visual 0 Ground-Radar d Was Aircraft 
0 P ro bob I y Aircraft . 

GM T 0 AIr- Vi sual 0 Air- Intercept Radar 0 Po ssl bl y AI rc roft 

.5. PHOTOS 
l'd'r~l ( ' \'-

6. SOURCE 0 Was Astronomi col 
lO Yes 

Civilian 
0 P robobl y Ast ronoml col • • 

0 No 5:?r'-. 0 P os s ibly Astronomical 

7. L ENGTH Ofl OBSERVATION a. NUMBE R Ofl OBJECTS 9. COURSE 0.: Other Ho~·r 

0 In suff l c lent Oat a fo r Eva luation , 0 Unlcnown 
- -

to. BR IEl' SUMMARY Ofl SIGHTIHO 1 t. COMME~TS 

rt· :.:<-:.11 o f Hamlet, L'1ci f:::n.:nd • shaped OS:!: a.r. FBI inve5ti-5ation pr'Jv-::d t ,,., c , r:- .... r 
- u ··-
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,.. 

) .. " a '"'aQ" -1. •• -l. '"'0 ' - - - '.J'" • J ..1. .. y \.. ~ .... ·' . 
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'lumir..um , st~el • c-Jnttin~d ' . 
i ~- by Ha.nlet , L., ,.: ~-I I"'T ~('" r Z!dlc A '' r .... - ' , • • • . 

• report re~f'~. ·:<=>c :l..., ri • &' '1 d • the i'PrT, • , ... _J._ P. . ... 
-~ -· 
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FROM: (Ori~in•tor) 
SPACB'ABOVE FOR COMMUNICATIONS CBNTE.R ONLYP"'"----------.,..----------~ 

DA'T£·TIME GROUP SECURITY CU.SSIFICATIOH 
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NBR 4062 

CITE DO 24-9-28-E 
?£F MSG COMDR ATIC WPAFB, AFOIN-ATIA DO 24-9-22-E. 
FURTHLq INVES REVEALED OBJECT MA DE B , HAMLET, IND AND 
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ROUTINE 
TO: 

TWENTY- FOURTH DISTRI CT 
OS!, USAF 

D BOOK MESSAGE 

D MULTIPLE ADDRESS 

ca ORIGINAL MESSAGE 

CRYPTOPRECAUTION 

0 YES []. reo 
CHICAGO , ILLINOIS 
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REFERS TO MESSAGE: 

INFO: DO 24- 9- 22-E CONFIDENTI AL 

. . 

Ur osg DO 24- 9-22-E . Subj~ct equipment should be shipped to Air Technical 
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Note: Report of investigation by the FBI 
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Chron . 2h - 185 - 2h- 2hx 

September 17, 195!, 

Hamlet, Inrliana 

2 Photos . 
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