
 

"Tidbits of Starke County"  No. 29  ---  The Blue Sea 

 

Most of my stories in these tidbits have been about Starke County, and this one ties in very closely with the area 

around southwestern Starke County.  A few weeks ago, I mentioned an article by Al Spiers as he talked to Bill 

Shearin about the islands and swamps of 100+ years ago.  Those islands and swamps were over much of Starke 

County, but were most prevalent in the western 2/3 of the County and along the Kankakee Valley.  Another very 

large area of islands and swamps was just south of North Judson and San Pierre.  This area included much of Rich 

Grove Township in Pulaski County, and the southern area of Wayne and Railroad Townships in Starke County.  It 

was (and still is) called the Blue Sea. 

 

Marvin Allen gave me the newspaper clipping (attached) about the Blue Sea.  It was written a few years ago by Jim 

Carr and Alan McPherson for the Pulaski County Independent.  It is a fascinating article which tells the history of 

this area and community.  It mentions the towns of Gundrum (now called Denham), English Lake and Lakeside.  It 

tells of the Metamonong, or the "Big Swift Runner", a stream as named by the Pottawatomie Indians.  This ditch is 

now called the Monon.  The Monon Ditch drains areas of four counties, including a large portion of Starke County.  

The article also tells of the Bogus Run Ditch east of North Judson.  The legend say it was named for the 

counterfeiters who were arrested for making "bogus money" at their hideout near the ditch around North Judson. 

 

The attached article gives more details.  I hope you enjoy it. 

 

Jim Shilling 

Starke County Historical Society 

 

http://www.starkehistory.com 

http://www.scpl.lib.in.us/historical/ 

 
(If you do not wish to receive "Tidbits of Starke County History" in the future, please let me know.)  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 


