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I always receive some return emails when I send out these tidbits.  One person, Mike Bonner, who 

grew up in Knox and was the son of Stella (Klopot) and Matt Bonner, now living in South Carolina, 

remembered William D. Jackson (the Bass Lake boat designer) at Camp Gridley in 1935 when he 

attended camp as a youngster.  He remembers that he had to wear a sailors suit during the camp.   

 

William D. Jackson not only wrote articles for the Popular Mechanics magazine, but also for the 

Science & Mechanics magazine.  Bill Sonnemaker from Bass Lake wrote:  I have the 1960 copy of 

Science & Mechanics Boat Builder's Hand book. It does have 24 boat plans by Jackson.  The reason 

we have it is because my wife, Nancy Lorenz Sonnemaker is shown riding one of the boats. 

 

I bring up Bill's name, because his home is mentioned in a new book, Bass Lake - Round'n About In 

the Past by Pat Gray Thomas.  It is a wonderful little history of Bass Lake and will be for sale at this 

year's Bass Lake Festival.   She mentions the many notables that have visited or lived at Bass Lake 

over the years.  One of the stories in the book is about Bill and Nancy's home, originally the Center 

View Hotel.   The Hotel was built in 1907 and has seen  many vacationers over the years.  In her book, 

Pat says:  Early in the 20th Century, Leo Friedman, the composer of  Let Me Call You Sweetheart, 

Meet Me Tonight In Dreamland,  and other popular songs of the era, was a frequent hotel guest.  The 

Sweetheart song was written on site, and the original score was given to the Sonnemakers by Mrs. 

Hewitt, the hotel owner who, according to legend, was the song's sweetheart.  With twelve guest rooms 

decorated in "themes," as might be guessed, one of the rooms is a "Sweetheart" room where the 

original score is displayed.  In the 1960's the hotel became the Oz Cot Lodge and Restaurant, so-named 

by then-owner Harry Neal Baum, son of L. Frank Baum, author of the famous "Oz" stories.  The 

Historical Society also has a beautiful video interview with Mrs. Sonnemaker's mother, Mrs. Vera 

Lorenz, who worked in the Center View Hotel as a teenager with her mother, the hotel's cook.  See 

attachment. 

 

Below is a little about Leo Friedman and the song Let Me Call You Sweetheart.  You may not 

remember the main verses of the song, but the last four lines are familiar to most everybody.  

 

Leo Friedman (July 16, 1869 - March 7, 1927) was an American composer of popular music. 

Friedman was born in Elgin, Illinois and died in Chicago, Illinois. He is best remembered for the 

sentimental waltz "Let Me Call You Sweetheart". 

 

"Let Me Call You Sweetheart" is a popular song, with music by Leo Friedman and lyrics by Beth 

Slater Whitson. The song was published in 1910 and first recorded by The Peerless Quartet. 

The song was recorded by Bette Midler for the film "The Rose" and the accompanying "The Rose 

Soundtrack". 

The last four lines of the lyrics: 

 

          Let me call you "Sweetheart," I'm in love with you. 

         Let me hear you whisper that you love me too.  

Keep the love-light glowing in your eyes so true. 

Let me call you "Sweetheart," I'm in love with you. 
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