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"Tidbits of Starke County History"..... 

 

In the last tidbit, I talked about the newly paved US 35 in front of our house.  Here is a story 

about the same road a few years earlier.  

 

Attached is a photo of the Edgar and Flora Shilling home (803 S Heaton - across from Zingo 

Express in Knox).  My Grandma is standing in front of the home.  It is now the newly remodeled 

office of RE/MAX 1st Choice REALTORS, owned by the Wamplers..  Previously it was owned 

by Gerry and Del Bowman.  If you have seen the building, you might remember that they 

remodeled the building a few years ago.  The large window in the center of the building shown 

in this photo is now the front door.  It was built in 1897, the same year the Starke County 

Courthouse was built.  There is a barn behind the house that Grandpa also built.  He had several 

milking cows and his horses housed in that barn, plus hay and grain for the animals.  One of my 

dad's jobs before school was to take his pony and drive the milk cows north 1 1/2 miles on what 

is now US 35 to the pasture on 50 N where Melba and I live now.  At night after school, he again 

would take his pony out north of town to bring the cows back to the barn for their nightly 

milking.  Remember, at that time, he didn't have to worry about traffic - most all of the other 

people and vehicles were traveling at about the same speed as he and the cows were (before 

1911).  At that time, the road, now US 35, was a dirt lane - no motorized vehicles, just horses or 

horses and buggies or wagons.  Sidewalks were not yet built along each side of the street. 

 

Frances Windisch Myers, in her video interview, recalled her father and a neighbor spreading oil 

on Heaton Street in front of their home by carrying dripping buckets of oil on a pole. This was to 

help keep the dust down.  That must have been around 1920.  Heaton Street was probably paved 

with brick sometime in the 20's - at least in the area of Lake and Washington Streets. 

 

After my dad and his siblings went on to school each day, Grandpa would hitch the team of 

horses to a wagon, grab his lunch, and ride out to the farm.  He might spend all day plowing the 

ground, cutting hay or harvesting the crops, depending upon the season of the year.  In her 

interview, Frances also mentioned that at about 6:00 p.m., Grandpa could be seen walking his 

team back to the barn.  Many times in the evening, people would be sitting on their front porch in 

town and wave and say a few friendly words to Grandpa as he passed by (there were no noisy 

cars or trucks at that time - just the peaceful sound of the horses hoofs on the dirt road).  How 

times have changed!  

 

Jim Shilling  

Starke County Historical Society  

 

http://www.starkehistory.com  

http://www.scpl.lib.in.us/historical/ 

 
(If you do not wish to receive "Tidbits of Starke County History" in the future, please let me know.)  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 


