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In a radio program this week, commentators on WKVI (www.WKVI.com) talked about Che
Mah, the smallest man in the world, who lived in Knox during the early 1900s and was buried in
Crown Hill Cemetery. Born in China, Che Mah was discovered by P. T. Barnum and traveled all
over the world with the circus. He retired in Starke County, bought a couple of farms, and lived
in Knox the rest of his life. To read more about this amazing small man (at 28 inches tall), click
on our website - http://www.starkehistory.com/index_files/Pagel1263.htm

Another small person who was born in Starke County and toured with the circus was Rebecca
Ann Myers. Rebecca was the granddaughter of George and Ann Osborn, who were the first
persons buried in the Osborn/Wash Twp Cemetery. This is the cemetery on which the Starke
County Historical Society placed an historical marker last year.

Here's a short biography of Rebecca Ann Myers —

Born April 4, 1853, North Bend Twp, Starke County, IN

Married March 7, 1880, Rochester, NY to Col. Reuben Steere (44 tall)

Died April 4, 1927, Ober, Starke County, IN while visiting her brother Alfred Turnbull.
Rebecca was 41 tall and weighed 39 Ibs.

Reuben and Rebecca were members of the famous Lilliputian Opera Company during the
1880s and 1890s. Upon retiring, the couple had a poultry farm in NY. Reuben also served as a
truant officer, and Rebecca ran a restaurant in Chepachet, NY.

An interesting story of her marriage to Col. Reuben Steere is attached.

Jim Shilling
Starke County Historical Society

http://www.starkehistory.com
http://www.scpl.lib.in.us/historical/

(If you do not wish to receive "Tidbits of Starke County History" in the future, please let me
know.)
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