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"Tidbits of Starke County History"..... 

 

The "AFTER HARVEST FESTIVAL" in North Judson is scheduled for Saturday, 

October 25, 2008.  It is a promotion by the Main Street Committee of North Judson and 

brings to mind the earlier "After Harvest Jubilees" in the town.  These festivals were 

started just after the turn of the century (about 1902) and lasted many years.  The attached 

photo, taken from the North Judson 1966 Centennial book, shows a parade going down 

Lane Street with the number 5 on a large arch across the street. The date on the card is 

Oct. 4, '07.  Later, North Judson held the Muck Crop Show that was a big success for 

many years.  The second photo shows the 1953 Muck Crop Show, held in the school 

gym.  There were many displays by local seed companies, 4-H, FFA, and Purdue.  The 

gym was full of wonderful farm and garden fruits and vegetables.  It was almost a 

miniature State Fair. 

 

Even though North Judson has been known as a railroad town, with as many as 75% of 

the town's people working for the railroads at one time, it still has its roots in agriculture.  

The farm background of its European immigrants made the town prosper and grow.  

They loved the old festivals from their homelands and loved to show off their farm and 

garden products .   This pride in North Judson still exists with the annual Mint festival, 

one of the best festivals in Northern Indiana.  Plans for the 2009 Mint Festival are already 

in the making. 

 

Jim Shilling 

Starke County Historical Society 
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