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On December 3, 1884, Mr. Schwenk was married in Woodford County,
Illinois, to Miss Gertrude Fandel, who was born in that county, daughter
of Nicholas and Eve (Alic) Fandel, natives of Germany, who were mar-
ried in Woodford County. There they were engaged in agricultural pur-
suits for a long period, only retiring to Metamora when upwards of
seventy years of age, and there Mr. Fandel still makes his home at the age
of eighty-two years. He has been a prominent man in his community
during his day, still takes an active interest in the success of the dem()-
cratic party, and is a faithful member of the Catholic Church. The
following children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Schwenk: Rose., who
is the wife of John Eckstein, a farmer of Davis Township, and has two
sons and three daughters; Josephine, who is single and resides on the
farm with her parent8; Otmer and Rudolph, who reside at home and
assist their father in the handling of the farm; Amelia and Hilda, well
educated young women, who industriously assist their mother; Leo,
who is fifteen years of age., and at the present time a pupil in the public
schools; Peter and Veronica, twins, aged thirteen years, who are now
attending the graded schools; Bertha, who is eight years old and also
a public school pupil in the Davis Township district schools; and Freda,
the baby, who is four years old. ,

Mr. Schwenk and his sons are all supporters of the policies of the
republican party. Since coming to Starke County, ho,wever, Mr. Schwenk
has not sought publie preferment at the hands of his fellow citizens.
Those enterprises and movements which have for their object the better-
ment of conditions in civic, educational or religious life have always had
his earnest and enthusiastic support, and his ready adoption of new
methods and inventions in his work has done mueh to raise the agricul-
tural standard here. As a result he has formed many friendships among
the men who have stood for betterment in all the walks of life. Mr.
Schwenk and his family are devout membeI:s of the Roman Catholic
Church, belonging to Holy Cross Parish at Hamlet.

FRED R. MICKOW. One of the youn~r members of the agricultural
community of Starke County who is achieving successful results in the
carrying on of his vocation is Fred R. Mickow, the owner of a finely
cultivated tract of 120 acres located in section 13, Davis Township.
This is one-half of the homesteadoriginaily settled on by his father, and
under the son's active and energetic management has been birought to a
high state of development, now yielding. him large crops and placing him
among the substantial men of his part of the county. He was born at
Plymouth, Indiana, December 10, 1884, and is a son of John C. and Anna

(Wehers) Mickow.
John C. Mickow was born in Mecklenburg, Germany, of German

parentage and French extraction, and was about sixteen years of age
when brought to the United States. Here he was reared in a farming
community and received ordinary edueational advantages, and when the
Civil war broke out enlisted for service in Company K, Forty-fourth
Regiment, Illinois Volunteer Infantry. He had an excellent record as a
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soldier, participating in numerous hard-fought engagements, and on
several occasions narrowly escaped death, at one time being knocked
down by a musket ball which struck and nearly penetrated his knapsack.
On his return to the pursuits of peace he learned the trade of cooper, but
the intrOduction of machinery in the manufacture of staves soon took
away his means of livelihood, and he turned his attention to bridge-
building. While thus engaged, and as a carpenter, Mr. Mickow went
to Fort Wayne, where he met and married Miss Anna Wehers. She
had been born in that city in 1851, and died at the family home, to
which they had retired, at Hamlet, February 21, 1912. Mrs. Mickow
was a daughter of Henry Wehers, who was born in Germany, and after the
death of his first wife, at Hanover, during the early '40s, came to the
United States and settled at Fort Wayne, Indiana, with his only son.
That thriving city was at that time only a small hamlet, the citizens of
which had just succeeded in driving the hostile Indians from the terri-
tory, and the chief of this tribe had been shot from an apple tree the day
before Mr. Wehers' arrival. He was married there a second time, his wiflJ
being Miss Sophia Keiser, of German birth, and a member of a family
prominent in the history of Fort Wayne. Rev. Henry Wehers, Jr., is now
an aged minister of the Lutheran Church, and makes his home at Glen
View, Illinois. Of the fourteen children born to John C. and Anna
Mickow, seven grew to maturity, one of whom, Herman, died in 1913,
leaving a widow and two children. Those living are as follows: Mrs.
Mary Vieting, wife of Itenry Vieting, a successful farmer of Davis Town-
ship, who has four children; George, a farmer of Davis Township, who
married Emma Rossau, and"hastwo sons and two daughters; Fred R., of
this review; Theodore, who is single and makes his home at Knox, In-
diana; Ida, who is the'wife of Herbert S1:Jhoff, of Laporte, Indi'ana, and
has a baby daughter; Martha, who is the wife of William Willie, a painter
and lithographer of Chicago, and has a baby son.

Fred R. Mickow was two and one-half years of age when he accom-
panied his parents to Davis Township, the father 'taking up 240 acres
of land in section 13. . Here the youth grew to manhood, dividing his
time between assisting his father and attending the district schools,
and in 1906" took charge of his present tract, although he did not become
its owner rlntil November, 1912. On this property are to be found a
large white house, ereCted in 1901; a commOdious barn, 40 by 70 feet,
built in 1896; a well-equipped granary; corn cribs with 2,000' bushels
capacity, and other good structures. The land is well cultivated and
thoroughly drained, and yields large crops of wheat and oats. Mr.
Mickowhas been an adherent of mOdern methods in his work, and his
property shows the beneficial effects of good management and well-
directed industry.

Mr. Mickow was married at Hamlet, Indiana, to Miss Cora M. Lotter,
who was born in Adams County, Indiana, in July, .1884, and educated
there. She is the youngest of nine living and three deceased children born
to John P. and Catherine (Eichler) Lotter, natives of Germany, who were
married in their native land and shortly thereafter came to the United
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States and located on a farm in the vicinity, of Middletown, Ohio, where
they spent several years. Sub&Jquently the family came to Adams
County, Indiana, and there the father died in 1892, at the age of fifty-
four years, following which his widow and children removed to Hamlet.
where the mother passed away August 15, 1912, when nearly seventy-one
years of age, having been born September 25.. 1841. She was a devout
member of the Lutheran Church.

Two children have come to Mr. and Mrs. Mickow: Burton, who was
born October 2, 1909; and Hermena, born February 18,1912. Mr. and
Mrs. Mickow are members of the Lutheran Church. He is a democrat
in his political views, and in 1914 was a candidate by his party for
member of the advisory board. He is a public-spirited and progressive
citizen, and has always been a friend of any movement that has promised
to advance the standards of agriculture, education or citizenship.

HORACE J. CHILDS. Since his arrival in Starke County, in May, 1886,
after a long and tedious journey overland by team, Horace J. Childs
has been identified with. the agricultural interests of Davis Township,
where he is no';" the owner of a handsome property in section 23. His

\ career has been one of signal usefulness, for, from the time of his advent

here he has associated himself with movements for the advancement and
development of the community's interests, and at various times has been
called upon to represent his fellow citizens in positions of responsibility
and trust, and at this time is superintendent of roads for the first
district of the township., serving for the third time in this capacity.

Horace J. Childs, Who is better known among his friends, perhaps, as
"Tim" Childs, was born November 15, 1865, in Erie County, Ohio,. and
was five years of age when he was taken by his parents to Huron County,
that state, he being there reared and educated.. He was one of the
eleven children (eight sons and three daughters, including two pair of
twins) born to Horace J. and Elizabeth D.. ( Johnson) Childs. The
father was born in the State of N ew ~(}rk and the mother in Erie County,
where they were married, and there began their housekeeping on a farm.
In Erie County there were born to them: Frances; Ida; Sidney J., who
is now county auditor of Starke County, Indiana, and his twin, Simeon
S.; Mary A.; Horace J., and Herman. Ashley A., George and Benjamin
were born in Huron County, where the family resided from 1870 until
the fall of 1886, then coining to Davis Township, Starke County. The
father here followed agricultural pursuits on his eighty-acre farm until
his retirement, when he removed to his home at Hamlet Village, and
there passed away in September, 1914, aged eighty-six years, eight
months, one day. Mrs. .Childs died in 1912, aged about eighty years.
Both were good Christian people, winning the respect and regard of their
neighbors and rearing their children to lives of honesty and industry.
Mr. Childs was a republican, but took no active part in political affairs.

Horace J. Childs had not yet reached his majority when, seeking a field
in which to make a home for himself and a position among substantial
men, he set out from the parental homestead in Huron County, Ohio,
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with his twin brother, Herman W., who is still surviving, is in business
at Hamlet, and is married, with a son and a daughter. The journey to
the unknown locality ,of Starke County was made with a team, and after
some difficulty the brothers found the property which had been pur-
chase:d by their father some two years before, a tract of eighty acres
of land located in section 24, Davis Township, and now included within
the corporate limits of the Village of Hamlet. Several months later
their parents and the other children followed them here, and the land
was all improved by them and later sold. Subsequently, in 1894, Horace
J. Childs purchased sixty acres in section 22, this being all a wild marsh
land, which has since been put under a high state of cultivation. An
industriou& and enterprising man, Mr. Childs has made improvements
of the most modern and approved character, and his entire property gives
eloquent evidence of the pJ:"esence of able management. The residence is
a substantial eight-room house, painted white, which is pleasantly located,
comfortably furnished and with the latest comforts and conveniences;
the barn is 32 by 16 feet in dimensions, with a lean-to; and there are also
good cribs, a granary and several other outbuildings, all in the best of
repair. Mr. Childs carries on general farming, growing an average of
forty-five bushels of corn to an acre on twenty-five acres, and wheat and
oats in proportion, and has also met with excellent success in the raising
of stock, having a good h,erd of Holstein and Jersey cattle and selling
their product in Chicago. He also grows mules and horses, is known as a
good judge of livestock, and in business circles has gained and maintained
an excellent reputation for honorable and straightforward dealing.

Mr. Childs was married in Davis Township, Starke County, to Miss
Sarah E. Harness, who was born in Laporte County, Indiana, in April,
18~3, and educated in that county, a daughter of James Harness. Mr.
Harness was a native of New York, and as a young man went to Laporte
County, Indiana, arriving before the departure of the Indians from that
locality. There Mrs. Harness died in middle life, leaving twelve chil-
dren, the youngest of whom was Mrs. Childs, who was thirty-three years
of age when her father died in 1896, aged seventy-nine years. To Mr.
and Mrs. Childs there have been born the following children: Ellsworth
C., born December 4, 1893, a graduate of the graded and high schools,
who since 1914 has been identified with the Pennsylvania Railroad aq
bill clerk at the Hamlet St!}.tion; Myrtle Letha, born October 23, 1897,
a member of the graduating class of 1915, at the Hamlet High School;
and C. Esther, born September 24, 1905, who is attending the graded

schools.
Mr. and Mrs. Childs and their children are well known in this part

of Starke County and have numerous friends, Mrs. Childs beiIIg particu-
larly a favorite with the members of the Methodist Episcopal congrega-
tion, with which she has been associated for some years. A republican
in his political views, Mr. C4ilds has taken some active -part in politics,
and is considered one of his party's strong and influential men in his
toWnship. He is now serving his third ter:m as supervisor of roads;
and has proven a very active and capable 9fficial.
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HENRY C. SCHULTZ. The qualities of persistence, adaptability, com.,
mon sense and good judgment that have prevailed in the energetic career
of Henry C. Schultz, of Davis Township, have won him an enviable
position among the substantial agriculturists of his part of Starke
County. By birth, nurture and training, Mr. Schultz is a son of Indiana,
and by inheritance, training and inclination is a farmer, and this com-
bination has made his life a singularly successful and satisfactory one.
He was born in the vicinity of his present home, in Davis Township,
Starke County, Ind., August 26, 1866, and is a son of Christopher and
Henrietta (Summerfeldt) Schultz. -

Christopher Schultz was born in West Prussia, Germany, July 15,
1820, and came of a good German family. As a youth he adopted the
vocation of shepherd, which his father had followed before him, and
continued to be engaged in that calling as long as he remained in the
Fatherland, having also some experience in a small way in farming.
In the fall of 1849 Mr. Schultz established a home of his own when he
was united in marriage with Miss Henrietta Summerfeldt, who had been
born near her husband's birthplace, January 18., 1820, and belonged to
a family of small farmers. In Germany, two sons were born to Mr.
and Mrs. Schultz: William and Herman. A long-cherished ambition
was realized when Mr. and Mrs. Schultz and their two children embarked
on a sailing vessel from Hamburg, Germany, with America as their
destination. Six weeks later they landed at Quebec, Canada, and then
made their way to the UIiited States, the first location of the family
being at Blue Island, Illinois, where the father found employment on
various farms. While living in that locality a daughter, Amelia, was born,
but she died when still a child, in 1871. In 1861 the family went to Tol-
leston, Lake County, Indiana, where Mr. Schultz was employed by the, Pittsburgh & Chicago Railroad for two years, and came with that line to

Hamlet, Indiana. During all this time Mr. Schultz had carefully saved
his earnings and with German thrift and economy had managed to accu-
mulate some small sum of money, having ever in view the determination
to bec&me the owner of his own home and property. When he arrived at
Hamlet he was at once struck by the possibilities which were offered here
to the man of ambition and industry, and accordingly he purchased fifty
acres, all wild land, near the station, this being a part of his son's
present homestead.

On this property Christian Schultz began his life as a Starke County
farmer, and here was the scene of his labors from that time forward
and the field of his well-earned success. With the aid of his faithful
and industrious wife and sturdy sons he cleared and improved his Davis
Township tract, as well as a farm in Oregon Township, where Mrs.
Schultz died February 14, 1897, and some time later Mr. Schultz went
to live with his son, Henry C., and here passed away, March 28, 1914.
He and Mrs. Schultz were members of the Lutheran Church and did
much to build it up here, being" first" members. They were known
as good neighbors and most estimable people, and won and retained the
respect and esteem of all who knew them, Mr, Schultz was a republican,
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and when, in the fall of 1860, at Crown Point, Indiana, he listened to the
speech of Abraham Lincoln, he became more thoroughly converted to the
republican belief, and continued as a supporter of that party up to the
time of his death. While he was not particularly active as a politician,
he was ever ready to perform his share of the duties of citizenship, and
served most capably in the capacity of township trustee of Davis Town-
ship. He and his wife had one child born to the~ in Lake County,
Indiana, Henrietta, who is the wife of Adolph C. Lambrec~t, a farmer of
Deer River, Minnesota. Henry C. is the only child to be born in Starke
County. William, who died February 28, 1913, was married and left
a widow and son, Benjamin, and two daughters, Minerva and Nelli~.
Herman, a stone mason, is married and lives at Denver, Colorado, and is
the father of two sons and three daughters.

Henry C. Schultz, the youngest of his parents' children, has always
been a resident of Davis Township.. Here he was reared on the home-
stead place, being granted excellent educational advantages, and attend-
ing the district schools and the Valparaiso Normal School. When he
entered upon his career he chose the vocation of educator, becoming
teacher in the Jolly School, District No.1, in the fall of 1886.' In 1888
he secured forty acres of his present property and in 1894 added to it
the other eighty acres, but for eighteen years continued his activities as
teacher during the winter months, while his activities in an agricultural
way were confined to the summers.

At the present time Mr. Schultz is freely recognized as one of the best
farmers in his part of Starke County. Eighty acres of his property
are included within the corporation of Hamlet, and the entire .farm is
one of the most valuable in this locality, both by reason of its productive-
ness and its improvements. He grows twenty-five acres of wheat, the
yield being thirty bushels per acre; twenty acres of oats, with a yield
of fifty bushels to the acre; and twenty-five acres of corn, which also has
an excellent yield. Mr. Schultz' buildings include a modern, nine-room
house, built in 1896; a large feed barn, 30 by 50 feet; a barn for horses
and cattle, 16 by 30 feet; granary, 16 by 20 feet; machinery house, 10
by 30 feet, and numerous other buildings. These are kept in the best of
repair and present an attractive appearance, the house being painted
gray, while the other buildings are all red. Graded stock, grain and
general produce yield -him a comfortable income, and his surroundings
are such as contribute to his most sensible and practical needs. He is
highly respected in the community, and is one of the township's sub-
stantial and reliable native sons.

Mr. Schultz was married in Davis Township, to 'Miss Carrie Belle
Patrick, who was bo~n in Washington Township, Starke County, Indiana,
December 20, 1871, and reared and educated at North Vernon, subse-
quently becoming a teacher in the district schools of Davis Township,
when twenty-one years 'of age, and teaching for three years. She is a
daughter of Solomon and Sarah J. (Shetterly) Patrick., born in Penn-
sylvania and married in Jennings County, Indiana., from whence they
came with their first-born to Starke County prior to the Civil war and 10-
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cated in Washington Township. When the struggle between the North
and the South broke out, Mr. ,Patrick was farming in Washington Town-
ship, and it was not until the year 1864 that he enlisted as a private in an
Indiana regiment of volunteers, with which he continued until the close
of the war, less' than one year later, seeing no very active se'rvice. Mr.
and Mrs. Patrick died within three months of each other, in 1907, being
aged, respectively, seventy.eight and seventy-six years. They were faith-
ful members of the Methodist Church, and Mr. Patrick was a republican
in politics.

To Mr. and Mrs. Schultz there have been born two sons: Howard E.,
born June 24, 1902, now in the sixth grade at school; and Carl Gordon,
borp January 24, 1906, in second grade. Mr. and Mrs. Schultz are
Methodists. He is a republican and has served four years as township
trustee of Davis Township, and has contributed to the educational inter-
ests of this locality as a member of the school board of the Town of
Hamlet, having been particularly instrumental in securing the high
school for that community.

JACOB F. HANSELMAN. Here is a name that has been identified with
Starke County settlement for upwards of half a century. It has become
honored and respected through long years of succf,ssive industry, business
integrity and moral character. Few families 6f the county have been
longer established, and none have borne their part in community affairs
with greater credit to themselves and with more practical usefulness to
the community than the Hanselmans. The late Jacob F. Hanselman was
an early settler, Ii. thrifty farmer, a man who developed a large acreage
of land, and left a family to honor his memory and to continue the good,
work begun by him in the early days. Two of his sons, William and David
Hanselman, are highly respected members of the community in Oregon
Township, owning excellent farms in sections 31 and 32, and are known
not only as growers of the usual grain crops, but every year produce
large quantities of onions and potatoes and are in every way up to the
mark of the Starke County successful farmer.

The late Jacob F. Hanselman was born in Wuertemberg, Germany,
October 24, 1826. He was a son of John and Augusta (Giesler) Hansel-
man, who belonged to substantial German Lutheran stock. Besides Jacob.
F., two daughters, Rosanna and Emeline, were born in Germany, and
in 1832 all of them set out for the United States, embarking on a sailing
vessel which was thirty days on the ocean, with a somewhat rough voyage.
They landed in New York; went to Allentown, Pennsylvania, where John
Hanselman employed himself at different kinds of labor. While at
Allentown two other children were born, Margaret and William. All
these children are now deceased, and all were married and left families.
From Pennsylvania the Hanselmans moved to Ohio and spent twenty-
two or twenty-three years in, those two states.

It was while a young man in Ohio that Jacob F. Hanselman married
his first wife, who was Aug)1sta Myers. He brought his wife out to
Kosciusko County, Indiana, where she and her infant child both died.
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John Hanselman and wife also came to Kosciusko County, where he died
at the age of seventy-two and she at sixty-nine. They were quiet,
reserved people, were of the Lutheran Church, and lived lives of useful-
ness. After the death of his wife and child Jacob F. Hanselman went
back to Ohio and in Starke County married Mary Ann Flora. She was
born in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania., April 29, 1836. In 1865 Jacob
F. Hanselman located in Cass County, Indiana., in 1867 moved to
Kosciusko County, and in 1869 found a new home in Starke County. He
settled on wild land in section 32 of Oregon Township, where he and his
brother-in-law, William Hoffer, bought adjoining forties. The only im-
provement was a log cabin situated on the Hoffer forty acres, and Jacob
Hanselman built his own house from timber which he cut down with
his own hands. He went ahead with the improvement of the acreage,

. was assisted by his sons, and subsequently bought the Hoffer forty acres.
He died on his first home, the original forty, ]lebruary 2, 1900. His
widow died at her home in Hamlet, March 26, 1915, and on April 10,
1915, would have been seventy-nine years of age. Multiplied years had
left her somewhat enfeebled, and she is one of the women who have seen
almost half a century pass over Starke County. The late Jacob F.
Hanselman was a democrat, at one time served as supervisor of his
township, and in religion was a member of no one church.

The children of Jacob F. Hanselman and wife were as follows: Noah,
who is unmarried and lived' with his mother at Ha~let; Catherine Ann
is the wife of Alfred Meyers of Jackson Township, and their children
are Jacob I., Ira; Henry, Llewellyn, Ora and Pearl; William, the next in
order, is the subject of a special paragraph in this sketch; David is also
mentioned below; Jacob, who was born in Ohio, May 13, 1865, died
December 23, 1890, as a result of an accidental shooting while hunting
on December 16th, and was unmarried; Florence, who was born in Cass
County, Indiana, April 17, 1867, is the wife of Albert Singleton, of
Hamlet, and their children are Ola, Leona, Charles, Dollie, Roddy and
Doris; Rosa, who was born in Starke County, Indiana, April 22, 1869,
is the wife of Freeman T. Stanton, a Marshall County farmer, and their
children are Ada, Roy, Nora, Cuba, Vada, Tillis and Violet; Mary, who
was born in Starke County, Indiana, November 22, 1871, is the wife of
Leonidas Davis, of Hamlet, and they have a son Elzie; Charles, who
was born in August, 1873, died fifteen months later; one child, Cora, died
in infancy.

William Hanselman, who is one of the prominent farmer citizens of
Oregon Township., was born in Stark County, Ohio, March 20,1861. The
first five of his parents' children were all born in Ohio. He was reare4

. and educated in Starke County, Indiana, from the age of nine, and now

lives on the forty acres formerly comprised in the Hoffer home, above
mentioned. It is fine land, has excellent improvements, and Mr. Hansel-
man has recently constructed a six-room dwelling, with all the comforts
and has other buildings on the farm, including a silo. William Hansel-
man married Sadie M. Steen. Their children are: William Shirley,
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Werddie W., Forest A. and Harley E. Two of these children are in
school.

David Hanselman was born in Stark County, Ohio, June 18, 1863,
and was brought in early childhood to Indiana. Since 1901 his home
has been in section 31 of Oregon Township, and from a wild, wooded
condition he has brought his land into cultivation until it is now re-
garded as equal to any farm property in this section. His holdings
comprise 120 acres, and among the improvements' is a large nine-room
house, with a barn 53 by 39 feet for stock and grain and crib room for
1..000 bushels of corn. His farm has all the qualities of land for the
production of large crops of corn, wheat and oats, and he is one of the
thrifty and progressive men of his township. David Hanselman was
married in Starke County to Miss Clara Turner. She was b'orn in Davis
Township, Starke County, June 21, 1867, grew up in her home com-
munity and lived in Davis and Oregon townships until her marriage.
Her parents were William and Hester Turner, both natives of England,
who were among the pioneers of Starke County, having settled here
about 1850, the year'the county was organized. In 1856 they located
in the wilderness of Davis Township, and there developed a home from
pioneer conditions. William Turner enlisted in Company C of the Fifty-
sixth Regiment of Indiana Volunteers and saw three years of active
service as a private soldier in the Union army. After the war he lived
quietly and industriously in Starke County, and both he and his wife
died here. When the Pennsylvania Railroad was built through this
section of Indiana he was employed in its construction during 1851
Politically he was a republican, arid his church was the Presbyterian.
David Hanselman and wife have a daughter, Edna, who was born June
14, 1894, graduated from the eighth grade of the public schools, and is.
now the wife of George Lerch, and they live with Mr. and Mrs. David
Hanselman. They have a son, Marvin, who was born November 22, 1909.

The iIanselmans are all democrats in politics, and David Hanselman
is a member of the Oregon Township Advisory Board of the county. In
religious matters the family are Christians in principles and actions
rather than in adherence to anyone creed or profession. They believe in
and practice the motto of love thy neighbor, in the brotherhood of man,
and in this way they have always hetped to forward the moral and civic
life of the community.

CHARLES H. RoOSE. A representative of one of the old and honored
pioneer families of Starke County, Mr. Roose is well upholding the
prestige of the name which he bears and is known as one of the sub-
stantial farmers and loyal and public-spirited citizens of the county, his
well improved homestead farm being sitUated in section 19, Oregon
Township. His postoffice is Hamlet.

The Roose family was founded in Starke County in the middle '50s,
'and its members ha"\je been worthily identified with the civic and indus-
trial development and progress of Oregon Township and the Village of
"Hamlet. John A. Ro()Se, father of him whose name introduces this
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article, was born in Stark County, Ohio, on the 21st of March, 1829, and
died at his home in Starke County, Indiana, on the 17th of February,
1909, about one month prior to the eightieth anniversary of his birth.
The lineage is traced back to stanch German origin, and the founder
of the American branch was the grandfather of John A. Roose, this
worthy progenitor having been reared and educated in Germany. and
having come to America'after his marriage; he established his home
in Pennsylvania, and in that state both he and his wife passed the
residue of their lives. Their son Andrew, grandfather of Charles H.
Roose, was born and reared in the old Keystone State and there was
solemnized his marriage to Miss Margaret Daniels. He finally abandoned
agricultural pursuits in Pennsylvania to number himself among the
sturdy pioneers Qf Stark County, Ohio, where he reclaimed a good farm.
He and his wife died in Marshall County, Indiana,each having passed the
scriptural span of three score years and ten and both having been earnest
members of the Christian Church. Mr. Roose was an old-time whig in
politics, was a man of strong and noble character and was prominently
concerned with the development of Stark County, Ohio.

John A. Roose, the second child and eldest son in a large family, was
reared to manhood on the pioneer farm in Stark County, Ohio, and there
was solemnized his marriage to Miss Rachel A. Vink, who likewise was
born in Ohio and who was a daughter of Peter and Margaret Vink, who
were of German stock and who were residents of Stark County, Ohio, at
the time of their death. They were true pioneers, earnest, unassuming,
God-fearing folk, devoted to home and children, and zealous members
of the Christian Church. Peter Vink was a valiant soldier in the
War of 1812. ,.-

After his marriage John A. Roose continued to be engaged in farm
ing in his native county until about the year 1854, when he c~me with
his family to Starke County, Indiana, and established his home on a
pioneer farm of 160 acres, this being an inte~al part of the tract of
640 acres which his father had procured from the Government and on a
considel'~ble portion of which is situated the thriving Village of Hamlet.
This village was named in honor of John Hamlet, who was an English-
man and a brother-in-law of John A. Roose. Mr. Roose induced Mr.
Hamlet to assist in platting the townsite of the village, and the two
were the most influential factors in the development and upbUilding of
the town and the surrounding district of Oregon township. They gave
the right of way for the construction of the first railway line through
the township, this line being now a part of the Pittsburgh, Fort Wayne
& Chicago Railroad. Mr. Roose developed one of the fine farms of the
county, made the best of improvementS on the property, including the
erection of the present attractive house of nine rooms, and he was known
as one of the industrious and enterprising farmers of Starke County
and as a citizen who was always ready to lend his cooperation in the
furtherance of measures and enterprises advanced for the 'general good
'of the community. He was a republican in politics, served as township
trustee and held for twelve years the office of justice of the peace. Cir-
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cumstances rendered it impossible for him to enter the service of the
Union at the inception of the Civil war, but on the 16th of April, 1865,
he enlisted in Company K, Fifty-third Indiana Volunteer Infantry,
William L. Vestal having been colonel of the regiment and Edward
Knight captain of Company K. The command was assigned to duty in
the South ahd proved~ts fidelity and loyalty in no uncertain way, though
it was not involved in many engagements, owing to the fact that its
service at the time was in the closing months of the war. John A.
Roose and his wife were originally memb~rs of the Christian Church,
but after coming to Starke County they' became prominently identified
with the organization and upbuilding of a congregation of the Church
of God, in which Mr. Roose served as deacon for many years. His
devoted wife passed to the life eternal on the 21st of November, 1902,
her birth having occurred March 8, 1830, and the names of both merit
enduring place on the roster of the sterling and honored pioneers of
Starke County, wh~re they lived and labored to goodly ends.

Charles H. Roose was born and reared on the fine homestead farm
which he now owns and occupies, and he has been identified with its
operation from the time of his youth to the present, the while he has
shown a distinctive spirit of thrift and progressiveness and has achieved
success worthy of the name. He pays loyal allegiance to the republican
party and both he and his wife are earnest members of the Church of God.

The 23d of January, 1864, was the date of the birth of Mr. Roose and
his early educational advantages were those afforded in the Pllblic schools
of his native county. As an agriculturist and stock-grower he has suc-
cessf;IIlly carried forward the progressive industry instituted by his
honored father, the while his character and achi~vementhave given him
inviolable place in popular confidence and esteem. His homestead farm,
comprising 108- acres, gives every evidence of thrift and prosperity and
is one of the many fine rural demesnes of Starke County. He was the
second in order of birth in a family of thre~ children; Margaret C. is th~
wife of James D. Ita~ness, who is individually mentioned oil other pages
of this work, as is also William E., the youngest child, who likewise is
one of the progressive farmers of Oregon Township.

In his native township was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Roose to
. Miss Emma J. Hall, who was born in Ohio, on the 5th of September,

1868, and who was three years of age at the time of her parents' removal
to Starke County, the family home being established on a farm in Oregon
Township, where she was reared and educated. Mrs. Roose is a daughter
of Henry and Rebecca (Coqmer) Hall, who still reside on their old
homestead farm, in this township, and who celebrated their golden wed-
ding anniversary on the 7th of May, 1914; They have four sons and three
daughters, all of the sons being bachelors and all of the daughters being
married. Mr. and Mrs. Roose became the parents of one daughter, Hazel,
and the supreme loss and bereavement of their wedded life came when
this gracious and devoted young woman waS summoned to th~ life eternal
on the 9th of September, 1911. She was born May 25, 1896. She had
grown to young womanhood in Hamlet, Indiana, under the care of her

\
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doting parents, and had received the best of home training and had grad-
uated in the common branches in the public schools and was ready for

/entrance to the Hamlet High School. Her teachers had testified to her
excellence as a model pupil, in deportment and her studies. She possessed
a noble character which would have shone with a luster when reaching
full maturity. She left her loving parents and hosts of friends who had
always known her for her many virtues. The funeral services were held
from the Methodist Episcopal Church and were conducted by D. E.
Vanvactor of Argos, Indiana, and Rev. H. H. Cannon. The Hamlet
schools were closed Monday and all the business houses were closed during
the funeral services. The funeral was the largest ever held in Hamlet,
and the entire community expressed their heartfelt sympathy for the
bereaved parents.

WILLIAM J.FARRAR. A home of prosperity and contentment is that
of William J. Farrar in section 3 of Oregon Township. Mr. Farrar is
classified as a general farmer, and has lived in his part of Starke County
since 1907. His farm consists of fifty-five acres of the fine sandy loam
and muck soil which people have come to recognize as good as gold in the
production of crops. This land has produced under Mr. Farrar's manage-
ment fifty bushels of corn to the acre, over five thousand bushels of onions
on 9V2 acres, and he has raised 150 bushels of potatoes on each of three
acres cultivated in that crop. He also grows oats and wheat, but his
chief dependence is on the staple crops of corn and onions. Just recently
Mr. Farrar has decided to introduce the growing of mint, and in 1915
will have a crop from his land. He is a farmer of thorough experience,
has been a farmer in Nebraska, Missouri and Illinois, and is thoroughly
practical and efficient in everything he undertakes. His farm has a
comfortable house, barn, room in his cribs for 1,500 bushels of wheat,
and in its improvements and cultivation the farm stands almost entirely
as a monument to his Own industry and management.

William J. Farrar'comes-of ~ substantial American family. He was
born in Jackson County in Southern Ohio, September 7, 1867, and had
most of his education in that state, from the public schools and academies.
He came to his majority in Fillmore County, Nebraska, where he spent
about ten years of his life, then went to Southwest Missouri, lived there
four years, located in Livingston County, 'Illinois, and from there came to
Starke County. In ancestry he is of English and Scotch origin. His
grandfather, John Farrar, was born in Pennsylvania, was a carpenter
and farmer and married a Pennsylvania ,girl named Anderson. They
lived for some years in Southwestern Pennsylvania, in Washington
County, where some of their children were born, including Peter Far~ar,
father of William J., the former's birth having occurred in 1838. From
Washington County, Pennsylvania, John Farrar moved out to Jackson
County, Ohio, and was one of the early settlers in that district of Ohio
known as the Hanging Rock Iron Region. There he literally dug a home
from the wilderness, and lived there until his death. His widow subse-
quently went but to Nebraska with other members of the family, and
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died in that state at the age of eighty-two. The Farrars were stanch
Presbyterian people and have been through all the generations.

Peter T. F'arrar grew up in Jackson County, Ohio, and learned the
trade of blacksmith and for several years conducted a smithy in that
section. In 1887 he moved out to Fillmore County, Nebraska, and there
engaged in farming until 1894 or 1895, went to Jasper County, Missouri,
and settled on land near Carthage. Late in life he and his wife went
west to Lawrenceburg in Los Angeles County, California, and there lived
retired until his death on January 26, 1912. His widow, who was born
December 15, 1846., now lives at Burbank,-California. She is related to
the family of Ex-President Hayes, and there is good family stock on both
sides.

William J. Farrar was the oldest in a family of five sons and five
daughters, and seven are still living, three daughters and four sons, four
of whom are married, but William J. is the only one with a familY'.
William J. ]'arrar was married in Fillmore County, Nebraska, March 1,
1894, to Miss Myrtle Cox. She was born in "LaSalle County, Illinois, .
December 30.. 1873, and when five years of age her parents, Samuel P.
and Mary (Fry.) Cox, loaded their possessions on wagons and with teams
drove across the intervening states to the pioneer country of Nebraska.
They located in a new and almost unsettled region on th~ Nebraska
prairies, and theirs was one of the first frame houses in that section,
where most of the homes were sod houses or dugouts. After a number
of years of residence in Nebraska, the Cox family moved to Southwest
Missouri, lived about five years near Carthage, then spent a year in
Livingston County, Illinois, and in 1900 moved to North Bend Township
in Starke County, Indiana, where Mr. and Mrs. Cox have since lived on
a farm. Mr. Cox is now sixty-two and his wife sixty, and both are
substantial citizens of Starke County. _They are members of the Metho-
dist Church and he is a democrat in politics.

Mrs. Farrar was well educated in Nebraska, and for several years
taught school in that state prior to her marriage. She is one of ten
children who are still living, seven of whom are married and have
children. Mr. and Mrs. Farrar are the parents of four children: Ward
R., born May 17, 1896, now in the third year of high school; Ewart W.,
born August 26, 1898, now in the second year of high school; Alida V.,
born in April, 1902, and in the seventh grade of the public schools;
OricS T., born March 27, 1904, and attending the public schools in the
fourth grade. Mr. and Mrs. Farrar are members of the Presbyterian
Church, and Mr. Farrar is a democrat with strong leanings toward

prohibition principles.

JESSE F. COFFIN. Progressiveness signally characterizes the attitude
of this well known citizen of Oregon Township, both in connection with
his individual industrial and business activities and his cooperation in
enterprises projected for the general good of the community. Mr. Coffin
is a native of Starke County and a member of a family whose name
has been prominently and worthily identified with the history of this
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section of the state for more than half a century. He is known as one
of the ambitious and representative agriculturists and stock-growers of
the county, his well improved farm being situated in section 20, Oregon
Township; has been specially influential in raising the grades of live
stock grown in this locality, and has been alert and progressive in the
furtherance of drainage projects and other semi-public enterprises.

On the old family homestead farm, lying on the line between Center
and Washington townships, this county, Mr. Coffin was born on the,
14th of November, 1865, and it is not necessary to review in ,this con-
nection" the fRJllily history, as adequate record appears on other pages,
in the sketch of the career of his uncle, George W.. Coffin. Mr. Coffin was
reared to the sturdy discipline of the home farm and acquired his early
education in the o}d Coffin schoolhouse, situated on his father's farm,
and representing District No.2, Washington Township. This pioneer
building is still standing and is now used f~r residential purposes. Mr.
Coffin continued to be identified with the w9rk and management of the
old home farm until 1886; when he purchased his present farm of eighty
acres. He later deeded the property to his father, who held title to the
same until the marriage of the son in 1889, when it was deeded, back to
the latter. Prior to his marriage Mr. Coffin had effectively reclaimed a
portion of the farm to cultivation and had erected on the place a small
house. The land was all wild when he purchased the property and no
road or highway had been constructed to afford access to the embryonic
farm. Largely through his insistent enterprise and well ordered en-
deavors the public improvements have been made in this locality, and he
has developed his property into one of the fine farms of Oregon Town-
ship. The buildings are of substantial order and one of the attractive
and valuable features of the homestead is the productive orchard, the
trees 'of which were planted by Mr. Coffin within a comparatively short
time after his purchase of the farm. In addition to this homestead he
owns also a farm of eighty acres in section 29, Oregon Township, and he
gives his personal supervision to both farms, the soil of which is of
exceptional fertility. On the second farm Mr. Coffin raises fine crops
of corn and onions, as well as potatoes, and he produces annually from
six to eight carloads of onions, the while the soil gives large yields of corn.
No land is better adapted for pasture and meadow than that owned by
Mr. Coffin, and in connection with his successful operations as a stock-
grower he utilizes much of his forage crops.

Notwithstanding the supplemental family history appearing else-
where in this work, it may not be ill advised to offer in this connection
a few brief statements relative to the parents of Mr. Coffin. He is a
son of Martin L. and Mary L. (McCumber) Coffin, the former of whom
was born in Ohio and the latter in Fult()Il County, Indiana, their mar-
riage having been solemnized in Starke County, this state, on the 19th of
July., 1857. The young couple established their home on a pioneer farm
of forty acres, in Center Township, and this land was reclaimed from
the wilderness by Mr. Coffin, who fenced the property with rails which he
personally manufactured from timber felled on the place. He eventually
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added to the area of his landed, estate and became one of the substantial
and highly estet!med farmers of the county. He Mcumulated 340 acres
of excellent land and all of this was reclaimed and improved by him.
Martin L. Coffin gained precedence also as a successful grower of live
stock, and was in eaJ;"lier days one of the leading exponents of this line
of industry in Starke County. He'died on his old homestead on the 22d
of May, 1888, 'at the age of fifty-five years, and his widow was past.
seventy years of age at the time, of her death, in May, 1907, she having
passed to the life eternal while visiting one of her daughters, in the .City
of Chicago. &th Mr. and Mrs. Coffin were for many years members of
the Christian Church, but they. eventually united with the Church of
God, of the faith of which they were thereafter devoted exponents until
the time of their death. Of the seven children, all are living except
Gracie, who became the wife of Robert E. Stitt and who left FlO children;
Reuben resides at Knox, the county seat; Nathan is a resident of the
village of Hamlet; Mattie has been twice married and has one daughter;
Jesse F., of this ~eview, was the next in order of birth; Elijah G. is a
resident of the city of Chicago; and Theresa is the wife of George
Harden, of Knox.

Jesse F. Coffin has been twice married. He first wedded Miss Mary
Rebstock, daughter of Nathan Reb~tock, of Center Township, and she
was,summoned to the life eternal in 1901, being survived by four children;
Cecil 0., who is a successful farmer of Davis Township, married Miss
Beatrice Armstrong, and they have three children, Berwin, Neldo and
Carson; Virgil E. is associated with his father in the work of the home
farm; Gladys E. is the wife of Charles Singleton, ~f Snyder, Henry
County, and they have one sO&; and Nevada died the year following the
death of her mother, having been five yea,rs old and her death having
resulted from a tragic accident, in which she was fatally burned. For
his second wife Mr. Coffin wedded MiSs Lucy Stickley, daughter of
William and Margaret (Carlisle) Stickley, who at that time resided n~ar
Walkerton, St. Joseph County, and who now maintain their home in
Laporte County, where Mr. Sti~kley is a prosperous farmer, being also
a veteran of the- Civil war. Mr.. and Mrs.. Coffin became the parents of
five children, of whom Mabel died at the age of eight months. The
surviving children are: Eunice; Qlifford, Ma~i& L. and Irene.

Mr. Coffin has exerted large influence in public affairs of a local
order and has b~en prominently identified with the ditching and draining
of lands in Oregon Township. He has been one of the most progressive
representatives, of the live-stock industry in this county,. and has been
specially successful in the breeding of Percheron hQrses. He is the
owner of the fine Perchero& stallion" Conrad;" a splendid black animal
from registered imported sire, and: he owns also two good jacks, of the
Spanish and Monmouth standard breeds, from which he raises mules of
the best order. l\{r. Coffin is an insistent advocate of the policy of raising
live stock of the best grades and has done much to promote the advance-
ment of this industry in Starke County. In politics he pays unwavering
allegiance to the republican party, and he- served six years as justice of
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the peace, seven years as township assessor, and as census enumerator in
the national census of 1900. .

"

HENRY W. VIETING. Prominent among the agriculturists of Davi.s
Township who are carrying on farming operations after the most ap-
proved methods, is Henry Vieting, the owner of 145 acres of 'well-

. cultivated land located in section 12. While he has resideil on his present
property only since 1907, Mr. Vieting has been a resident of Davis Town-
ship and Starke County during the greater portion of his life, and has
become well known to the people here as an energetic and industrious
farmer and a progressive and' public-spirited citizen. Mr. Vieting was
born in Westphalia, Germany, near Herne, March 5,1869, and was eight
years of age when he came to the United States with his parents, Henry
and Caroline (Heinnemann) Vieting, natives of the same locality, where
the family has been known and respected for generations. In 1878, with
their five children, the parents left Hamburg, Germany, on the steamer
Wieland, for New York City, from which port the little party of emigrants
made its way to Davis Township. The father took up a tract of wild
land, marshy, wet and uncultivated, on which there was a little home,
the second built in the township and at that time the only one north of
the Pennsylvania Railroad. The father continued to cultivate and add to
his land in section 12, buying until he had 460 acres, but after five years
removed to the State of Arkansas, where he died on his farm when
forty-two years of age. Soon thereafter the widow and children returned
to Starke County, Indiana, and here Mrs. Vieting died March 5, 1902, at
the age of sixty-one years. Both she and her husband were devout
members of the Lutheran Church. He was a republican in 'politics, but
his only connection with public affairs was that maintained by every good
citizen. Of the children, five were born in Germany, and the others in
the United States. They were as follows: Henry, of this review;
William, who went west to Minnesota about 1894, and of whom the family
has since lost all trace; Amalia, the wife of William Giffin, of Chehalis,
Washington, who has five daughters; Hattie, the wife of Edward Jacobs,
living on a farm at Hastings, Michigan, and has two daughters; Lena, the
wife of Jesse Polson, of South Bend, Indiana, who has two sons and one
daughter; Herman, a carpenter living at Bynum, Montana, married in
Starke Co~nty, and has one son and two daughters, the youngest daughter
having been, born at Bynum; and Matilda, the wife of Edward Henry,
of Williston, North Dakota, a farmer, and has four children.

Henry Vieting was a lad of eight years when the family located in
Davis Township, and here he secured such educational advantages as were
furnished by the district schools. He was married in this township to
Miss Mary Mickow, who was born at Fort Wayne, Indiana, November 17,
1876, and was eleven years of (l.ge when brought to Davis Township by
her parents, John C. and Anna (Wehrs) Mickow, the father purchasing
240 acres of land on section ,13. Mrs. Mickow died in 1911 at the age of
sixty years at Hamlet, Indiana. She was born at Fort Wayne, Indiana,
her father, a native of Germany, having be!)n one of the earliest settlers
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of that place, coming in 1840, when the last hostile Indians were driven
from that lo()ality, the chief of the band having been shot by the whites
the gay before Mr. Wehrs' arrival. John C. Mickow was an industrious
and enterprising farmer, and cultivated and improved his land, on which
he resided until 1914, when he was married a second time. His wife is a .

Fort Wayne lady, and he now makes his home in that city, being sixty-
eight years of age. The members of this family are all connected with
the Lutheran Church.

After his marriage, Mr. Vieting established a home of his own, and
carried on successful operations on various tracts of land until 1907, when
he came to his present pl'operty. This is a part of the old homestead, but
its present fertile and well-cultivated condition would not indicate that
at one time it had been a marshy and practically worthless property.
His 145 acres have been developed to the highest state of productiveneS$,
and show conclusively that Mr. Vieting is a skilled and energetic farmer,
the land being well drained and tiled and equipped with improvements of
the most modern character. He has an excellent set of farm buildings,
.including a comfortable home of seven rooms; a new barn, 32 by 40 feet,
and painted white; a large granary, a commodious corn crib and a sub-
stantialtool and implement house, the greater number of these structures
being of Mr. Vieting's own construction. He grows from forty to fifty
acres of corn, with a good avel'age per acre, and twenty-five to forty acres
of wheat, with an average of thirty-five bushels per acre. In addition he
has met with deciaed success in raising a good grade of live stock, and
is recognized as a man of excellent judgment as to cattle, horses and
ho~. His business associates and those who have had dealin~ with him
consider him a man of the strictest integrity and have the utmost con.
fidence in his ability and honesty.

Five cbildren have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Vieting, namely:
Walter, born in 1902, who is now attending the public schools as a pupil
in the seventh grade; Dorothea, born in 1906, who is also attending
school; Marguerite, born in 1904, a scholar in the fifth grade; Henry L.,
born in 1911; and the baby, Helen Marie, born January 12, 1915. Mr.
and Mrs. Vieting are members of the Lutheran Church and have been
generous in their support of its movements. He has cooperated with
other good and enterprising citizens in the promotion of movements for
the general public welfare. A republican in politics, he is one of his
party's stalwart workers in Davis Township, aAd at the fall elections
of 1914 was a candidate for membership on tbe county council of StarkeCounty. .

DANIEL FOLTZ. Since assuming control as manager of the well-
known Etter Farm, a tract of 280 acres lying in section 18, Oregon
Township, Daniel Foltz has secured excellent financial results and has
evidenced a broad knowledge of the vocations of farming and stock
raising. Many years of practical experience contribute to his agricultural
equipment, and his entire career has been devoted to the cultivation of
the soil. While he cal'ries on geAeral operationsj he has each year given
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more and more attention to dairy farming, a special line in which he
has forged rapidly to the forefront among his fellow landsmen.

Mr. Foltz was born in CaBs County, Indian8l, September 30, 1863,. and
is a son of Daniel and B'arbara (Huffman) Foltz, natives of Germany.
They were married in the Fatherland, and immediately thereafter emi-
grated to the United States, settling in CaBs County, Indiana, on a farmin CaBs Township. ' In 1868, after the birth of five children, they made

removal to Starke County, settling on a farm of 120 acres in Center
To~ship, near Round Lake, which is now owned by William Foltz, one
of the sons, who is married and has a large family. Daniel and Barbara
Foltz were industrious, hard-working and God-fearing people, who did
their entire duty by their neighbors and who reared their children along
the paths of honesty and industry. They continued to live on their farm
in Center Township until 1909, 'when they retired from active life and
went to their home at Knox, where both passed away in 1912. They were
faithful members of the Lutheran Church, in which they had been con-
firmed, but afterwards became members of the Free Methodist Church.
In his political belief Mr. Foltz is a stalwart democrat.

Daniel Foltz was given his educational training in the public schools
of Center Township, Starke County, to which locality he was taken by
his parents when he was five years of age, and there he was reared to
manhood and had his first experience in the line of farming. When he
entered upon a career of his own he chose farming as his life work, and
was engaged thereat in Center Township until 1910; when he came to.
Oregon Township and is the manager of the Etter Farm, which was
originally settled more than thirty years ago by William Etter, who
put up the present nine.room house, a large barn, 60 by 50 feet, for
cattle, and an eighty-ton cement block silo. Mr. Foltz has since planned
the erection of a modern self-feeding b,arn fOT cattle, accommodating
forty head, and a large granary and corn crib with 2,000 bushels capacity.
Until recently Mr. Foltz has given much attention to the raisi~g of
onions, but has given this up to some extent to turn his attention to
operations and interests which he has found more profitable; He has
280 acres under cultivation, Qf which sixty-five acres are giV'e,n to corn,
with an average yield of fifty bushels to the acre; sixty-five acres to
wheat, with an average of twenty-eight bushels; and forty-five acres to
oats, with an average yield of fifty-five bushels per acre. The greater
part of this, with the exception of' the wheat, he feeds to his live stOck,
having seventy-five head of stock, including eighteen milch cows, twelve
head of horses and forty Shropshire sheep. The greater part of his
attention he has given to the dairy business of recent years, his product
being shipped to the creameries at Plymouth, Indiana. He uses the
most modern methods and machinery in his \vork, is a firm believer in
rotation of crops, and gets the best results by an intelligent uSe of the
matter at hand. -.

Mr. Foltz was married in California Township, Starke County, Indi-
ana, to Miss Ella Smith, who was born in Kosciusko County, Indiana, in
1868, but largely reared ;iR Starke County. She has beeR a most faith-
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ful helpmate to her husband, is a woman of much business ability, and
has helped him to succeed in his dealings. She is a daughter of Anthony
and Mary Eliza (Sutton) Smith, who commenced farming in Kosciusko
County, but in 1882 came to Starke County, and here were engaged in
agricultural pursuits until their retirement in 1906, when they retired
to Pierceton, in Kosciusko County, and there Mrs. Smith died in 1909,
aged sixty-two years, while Mr. Smith still makes his home in that vil-
lage. They were members of the Christian Church, and in politics Mr.
Smith is a republican.

To Mr. and Mrs. Foltz there have been born the following children:
Ollie, educated in the Hamlet schools, is twenty-seven years of age, single,
and his father's asSistant on the home farm; Fred, who has just reached

, his majority, a graduate of the Hamlet High School and a teacher ~
vocation, married Marie Davis, of Davis Township, granddaughter of
Joshua Davis, II; pioneer settler of Davis Township, after whom it was
named; Mabel, eighteen years of age and a mem~r of the graduating
class of 1915, Haml~t High School; Harry, sixteen 'years of age, who in
1914 became a freshman at the Hamlet High School; and Gertrude, who
is nine years of age and in the fourth grade of the Hamlet schools. All
the children are bright and intelligent, and all have been given good
advantages to train themselves for the positions in life which they will
fill.

Mr. and Mrs. Foltz are members of the Methodist Episcopal Chu:rch
of Hamlet, in which l\!lr. Foltz is serving as steward. He is a strong
republican, but has not cared for public office, being content to remain
in the capacity of a good citizen, willing to contribute to the enterprises
which will advance his community educationally, morally or religiously.

GRANT MCCUMBER. At this juncture it is permitted the publishers
of this edition to enter a brief review of the career of one of the native
sons of Starke County, who has had the ability and enterprise to achieve
distinctive success in connection with agricultural and live stock industry
in the county and to gain prestige as one of the substantial and progressive
farmers and loyal and public-spirited citizens of Oregon Township,
where he is the oWner of a well improved farm of 120 acres in section 29.
On this homestead place he gives his attention to the, raising of the
various cereals, with average yields of sixty bushels of corn to the acre,
twenty bushels of wheat and forty bushels of oats. He has been specially
successful also in the raising of onions and potatoes, and on six acres of
land he grew in 1914 3,800 bushels of onions. His land is of excellent
integrity of composition, combining rich sandy loam with a marl con-
stituency, and insuring admirable' productiveness each season, as he
employs scientific methods and avails himself of the most approved
modern facilities in the various departments of his farm enterprise.
Mr. McCumber purchased this property in 1908 and has made many
improvements on the place, including the erection of substantial farm
buildings. His residence is a house of seven rooms and he has erected
a barn 24 by 52 feet in dimensions, with a shed 16 by 24 feet. His

~2
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granaries have a capacity for the storage of 500 bushels of grain, and
all buildings on the place have been erected since the property came
into his possession. With discrimination in the selection of grades,
Mr. McCumber raises good cattle, horses and swine, and makes this
department of his business likewise profitable, so that he is consistently
to be designated as one of the ambitious, thrifty and representative
farmers of his native county, where his character and worthy achieve-
ment have given to hIm the confidence and high regard of the community.

Mr. McCuIIiber was born in Center Township, this county, on the
14th of September, 1871, and he received his early education in the
public schools of Washington Township, to which section of the county
his parents removed when he was a child. Since attaining to years of
mJtturity he has owned and operated several different farms, and his
course has been marked by advancement in prosperity and independence.
He continued a resident of Washington Township until he purchased his
present farm, and he has well upheld the prestige of a name that has
been long and prominently identified with the industrial activities of
Starke County. He is a son of David McCumber, who was born in
Ohio in 1834, a son of Nathan McCumber, who was a native of Penn-
sylvania and a pioneer of Ohio. In the late '40s or early 'pOs Nathan
McCumber came with his family to Starke County and became one of
the early settlers of Center Township. On Eagle Creek he erected a
small grist mill, operated by water power, and in this pioneer mill he 'did
grinding of grain for the settlers from miles around, the grists having
been commonly brought to the mill on horseback, as the- country was wild
and sparsely settled. In Center Township Nathan McCumber and wife
passed the remainder of their lives and both attained a venerable age,
their names meriting enduring place on the roll of the sterling pioneers
of Starke' County. They reared a large family of children, and of the
number it may be noted that Horrick, who is a carpenter by trade and
vocatio~, is now a resident of the City of Chicago; Amanda is married
and resides in Michigan; and Orilla is married and resides in Marshall
County, Indiana, all having reared children and all being now well
advanced in years.

David McCumber, father of him whose name introduces this article,
was a boy at the time of the family removal from Ohio to Starke County,
where he was reared and educated and where his early experiences were
those gained in connection with his father's farm and mill in Center
Township. In Washington Township he married Miss Caroline Coffin,
a sister of George W. Coffin, of whom specific mention is made on other
pages of this work. She was born in Ohio and celebrated her seventy-
eighth birthday anniversary in 1914. She was a child at the time of her
parentB' removal to Starke County, where she has lived during the long
intervening years, her home being now at Knox, the county seat, a place
which she recalls as having been a mere hamlet in the forest during the
early years of' her residence in the county. David McCumber was long
numbered among the industrious and substantial farmers of this county
and was about seventy years of age at the time of his: death. His political
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allegiance was given to the republican party. Of the eleven children,
Grant is the youngest, ttnd concerning the other five who are still living
the following brief data are given: Lydia is the widow of A. J.
Schweitzer and has a large family of children; Alfred, who has been
deaf and dumb from b,irth, is now in the state institution known as Long
Cliff, at Logansport; William M. is a successful contractor and builder
in the City of Chicago; ~tta is the wife of Rev. James B. Robbenet,
who is a clergyman of the Free Methodist Church, and they reside at
Muncie, Delaware County, Indiana; and Elijah, who was formerly en-
gaged in the work of the carpenter's trade in the City of Chicago, is
now a dealer in stores, he and his family still maintaining their home
in that city.

On the 2d of April, 1893, was solemnized the marriage of Grant
McCumber to Miss Della T. Stanton, who was born in Washington
Township, this county, on the 24th of April, 1874, and who, is a daughter
of Daniel H. Stanton, concerning whom specific record is given else-
where in this volume. After his marriage Mr.. McCumber had charge of
the homestead farm of his widowed mother for four years, and for the
ensuing five years he operated the homestead farm of his wife's father.
During his independent career as a farmer he has erected three good
houses and remodeled two, besides having built five barns. Progressive-
ness has attended all of his operations as a farmer and stock-grower and
in his native county he has found ample scope for productive and suc-
cessful enterprise as a representative of the great basic industries with
which he has been identified from his youth to the present time. He is
a liberal and public-spirited citizen, is a republican in hi~ political
adherency and both he and his wife ,are members of the Wesleyan
Methodist Church at Hamlet. Of the three children Gladys died at the
age of four years and Pleasant at the age of two years, the one sur-
viving being Lerah Fay, who was born July 16, 1901, and who will
graduate in the township school in 1915 and afterwards will enter
the high school.

WILLIAM P; SCHWENK. Some of the most progressive of Starkt;
County's farmers came from the West rather than from the East, which
is the usual movement in the progress of migration. There is no question
that one of the finest improved and equipped farms in Davis Township
i& that owned by William P. Schwenk. It is located in section 34.
Mr. Schwenk was born and reared in Illinois. was a farmer in Iowa and
Nebraska and a few years ago came to Starke County, with all the pro-
gressiveness and enterprise of the western man, and his ability is well
measured by his fine property. His land comprises 160 acres, divided
into two farms of eighty acres each. All the land is in cultivation except
ten acres of native timber. His home is a large two-story thirteeu,room
house, painted white, with a basement under all, and that is only one
of the group of fine buildings fQund on his farm. One of his barns is
40 by 28 feet, a hay barn is nearly as large, while his shed for the cattle
is 80 feet long. He grows all kinds of grain and also finds much profit
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in the raising of potatoes, and in 1914 his crop on six acres yielded about
thirteen hundred bushels. His land is choice, .black sandy loam, and
will raise almost any crop known to Northern Indiana. He feeds his
crops chiefly to his own stock, and keeps a good mixed grade of cattle
and hogs and other varieties.

It was in 1910 that Mr. Schwenk bought this land and moved here
from Palo Alto County, Iowa. He had been a farmer in that section of
Iowa for three years. Mr. Schwenk was born in Woodford County,
Illinois, June 29,1866. He was reared on the home farm and spent most
of his time there until twenty-two. At the age of nineteen he had ap-
prenticed himself to learn the blacksmith's trade, and worked at it
for three years and was employed at wages for one year. At the age of
twenty-two Mr. Schwenk went out to Dundee County, Nebraska, farmed
there for three years, but the droughty conditions in that state com-
pelled him to abandon his enterprise and he then returned to Illinois and
became a partner of his brother, Leo T., in the blacksmith business. As
partners they operated a shop for nine years, and then for six years
Mr. Schwenk was in business on his own account. His location was in
Metamora, Illinois, in Woodford County, where he had learned his
trade. From Woodford County he went West again to Palo Alto County,
Iowa, and bought 320 acres of partly improved land. For several years
his energies were devoted to improving this place and making a living
at the same time by growing several crops, and when he sold it was at a
large advance over the cost. With the proceeds of his earlier years
Mr. Schwenk came to Starke County and Qought the land comprised in
his preseI1,t homestead from Henry Kech.

William P. Schwenk is a son of Mathias, who was born in Germany,
and came to America at the age of fourteen, locating in St. Louis, where
.he learned and followed the trade of shoemaker. At the age of twenty-
two he moved to Woodford County, Illinois, and established a shoe shop
and bought a home in the Village of Germantown. It was in German-
town that he met and married Mary Kerker, who was born in Cincinnati
of German parents. She was an infant whe~ her father, George Kerker,
and wife moved to Illinois and were among the early pioneers of Wood-

I ford County. George Kerker improved a tract of wild .land there, and

lived on the homestead until his death when quite old. Mathias Schwenk
followed his trade as shoemaker in Woodford County until his death in
July, 1872, at the age of thirty-eight. Although confirmed in the
Lutheran faith, he died a devout Catholic. Surviving him were five sons
and two daughters: John, who died at the age of eighteen; Leo T., a
prosperous farmer in Davies Township of Starke County, and father of
a family of ten; Mary, wife of Conrad Faulkner, who lives in Nebraska,
and they have a son and daughter; William P.; Mathias, a farmer in
Grundy County, Nebraska, and father of three sons; Caroline, who first
married William Labe, by whom she had four children, and her second
husband is John Hites, and they now live on a farm in Illinois; George,
a farmer in Dundee County, Nebraska, who has four sons and daughters.
Mrs. Mathias Schwenk died in 1908 at the age of sixty-eight years. She
was a member of the Catholic Church.
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William P. Schwenk was married at Metamora, Illinois, February
14,1895, to Miss Barbara Schrepfer. She was born in Woodford County
at Germantown, August 2, 1871, and was reared and educated in that
village. Her parents were Casper and Catherine (Durst) Schrepfer,
both of whom were born in one of the Cantons of Switzerland, the father
on August 11, 1842, and the mother October 4, 1840. They were married
in Switzerland, and later emigrated to the United States, locating at
Peoria, Illinois, in February, 1866, and finally settling in Germantown.
There Mrs. Schrepfer died in February, 1909, while her husband is still
living, with home in Metamora. Both were reared and remained faithful
members of the German Reformed Church, while Mr. Schrepfer is a

republican.
Mr. Schwenk and wife, have had the following children: William,

who was born July 27, 1896, was accidentally drowned while bathing
in Bass Lake, July 2, 1910; Casper, who died at the age of seven years
and four months; Julia R., born September 17, 1902, now attending
the fifth grade of the local schools. The death of t,he two sons was a
heavy loss to Mr. and Mrs. Schwenk. The Metamora Herald recorded
the tragedy by which the son William was taken away as follows:
"Within 100 feet of the shore, in sight of distracted relatives and friends,
Willie Schwenk, son of Mr. and Mrs. W. Schwenk, met death by drowning
in Bass Lake, Starke County. In spite of the heroic attempt made by
J. R. Wagner, who dashed into the water with his clothes on, the boy's
life was lost. Willie was the oldest son of Mr. and Mrs. Schwenk and was
born in Metamora, Illinois. He would have been fifteen years old July
27, 19.11. A "manly boy of herculean build, he was the joy of his parents
and the admiration of all who knew him. His sudden taking away has
been a sad blow to his many young friends here and a source of the

" deepest sympathy to the parents from their friends. Funeral services
were held at St. Mary's Catholic Church at Meta~ra, Illinois, Rev.
Father Athanasius offering requiem high mass and preached the funeral
sermon." Concerning the death of Casper Schwenk, the following quota-
tion is taken from the Metamora Herald: "Like the beautiful flower
that blooms for a short time and when at its greatest radiance droops
and dies, little Casper Schwenk passed from the loving care of his
parents and from the companionship of his playmates Friday, November
22, 1907. With an angelic smile upon his features, the little fellow
gave up his young life in the afternoon as p,eacefully as though passing
into slumber. Little Casper was the second child of Mr. and Mrs.
Schwenk. He was born at Metamora, Illinois, June 25, 1900, and was
seven years, four months and twenty-seven days old. No one could but
notice the little fellow with his cherubic face and soulful eyes, that
gave him an expression 'emblematic of innocence and purity. The funeral
was held at St. Mary's Catholic Church on a Mon4ay morn at 10 o'clock.
The body rested in a beautiful plush couch casket adorned with flowers.
Twenty of the little boy's schoolmates served as altar boys. Four
cousins acted as pallbearers. Misses Emma ~nd Pauline Giehl sang an
appropriate hymn. The interment occurred in St. Mary's Cemetery
west of Metamora."
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Mrs, Schwenk is a member of the Catholic Church. Mr. Schwenk is
a republican. Though his home has been in Starke County only a few
years. he has identified himself with the prosperous and progressive
people of Davis Township, has made the record of a successful man, and
by his example as a f~rmer and his influence as a citizen is helping to
advance the standards of living and industry in this part of the county.

GEORGE ROGERS. Numbered among the progressive and public-
spirited citizens of the thriving little City of Knox, judicial cent~r of
Starke County, Mr. Rogers has inviolable place in the confidence and
esteem of the community, as is shown by the fact that he was the effi- .
cient and valued incumbent of t~e office of trustee of Center Township,
a position which he has held from 1908 until the expiration of his term,
December 31, 1914. .In addition to other executive functions he had the
supervision of the township public schools, all of which are consolidated
in a central school near Knox, with the exception of one regular district
school. .In the central school there are eight grades and also special
departments devoted to the teaching of agricultural and domestic science,
these departments having proved a most practical and valuable adjunct
to the regular academic work of the school. Mr. Rogers has served also
as a member of the board of trustees of Kn~x, and it was largely through
his influence that the first street pavement was laid in this attractive'
little city, besides which he was the insistent advocate of other impor:.
tant municipal improvements that have been of distinctive value to the
community.

1\1r. Rogers was born at Richmond, the judicial center of Wayne
County, .Indiana, on the 6th of November, 1861, and while he was a
boy his parents removed to a farm in Marshall County, where he was
reared to adult age and was afforded the advantages of the public schools.
As a youth he,ac~ompanied his parents on their removal to Walkerton, a
town in St. Joseph County, where he worked in a flouring mill, for
which his father had traded his Marshall County farm. At the age of
twenty-four years he initiated his independent business.career, as oper-
ator of a portable sawmill in that county. There he finally became the
owner of a well-equipped stationary plant in Walkerton, that county,
which he operated successfully for several years. In 1891 Mr. Rogers
came to Starke County and established his home at Knox, where he be-
came associated with Robert Hollyday in the operation of a sawmill.
Later he went to the State of Mississippi and engaged in the manu-
facturing of lumber on the delta of the Mississippi River under the
name of the Hoosier Lumber Company of Isola, Mississippi, H-e con-
tinued the operation of the mill nine years, in association with Mr. Hol-
lyday, and in the meanwhile they procured 700 acres of land in that
section and developed the same into one of the best cotton-producing
plantations in Mississippi, the land being unexcelled by none in the
world in connection with this line of industry. Mr. Rogers still has
large interests in cotton raising in the South, but he has maintained
his home and business headquarters in Knox from the time of his mar-

"
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riage, his business in Starke County being principally that of manufac-
turing of lumber at his stationary sawmill, with capacity of 7,000 feet

.. per diem, he having bought out the Hollyday interest in 1906.

As a stalwart in the camp of the democratic party, Mr. Rogers has
been specially influential in its councils and work in Starke County,
where he served for some time as chairman of the democratic county
committee. He is affiliated with Knox Lodge No. 296, Knights of
Pythias, in which he has passed the various official chairs; with the local
camp of the Modern Woodmen of America; and with Lodge No. 500
of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks in the City of Valpa-
raiso.In St. Joseph County, this state, on December 23,1889, was recorded ..

the marriage of Mr.. Rogers to Miss Laura D. Stull, who was born in
that county on the 18th of August, 1859, and who was there reared and
educated. After several years of impaired health Mrs. Rogers was
summoned to the life eternal on the 2d of April, 1914, her only child
having died at the time of birth. Her mother is deceased, but she is
survived by four brothers and three sisters and her father, John Stull,
a farmer who resides on the old homestead, Marshall County, Indiana.

Mr. Rogers is a son of Daniel D. and Rachel {Harris) Rogers and
is the older of the two surviving children, his brother Walter being
a retired miller of St. Joseph County. Daniel D. Rogers was born in
the State of New York and his wife in Ohio, their marriage having
been solemnized in Wayne County, Indiana. Mr. Rogers was a skilled
mechanic and was employed as a car builder for a number of years,
after which he was engaged in the operation of a flour mill. He was
the owner of a mill at Walkerton, St. Joseph County, at the time of
his death, both he and his wife having died more than a quarter of a
century ago. Mr. Rogers was a democrat in his political allegiance
and his wife was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He was
also a member of the order of Masons at Plymouth, Marshall County,
Indiana.

CHARLES O. WESTBROOK. In Charles O. Westbrook, one of the large
tenant farmers and stock growers of Oregon Township, is found a
sample of that material which has brought Starke County to the fore-
front as a center of agricultural activity and importance. Endowed
with more than average ability and backed by shrewd business judgment
and determination, he has worked his way to the managership of 580
acres of land, and on every hand may be found evidences of his ability
and of his efforts to attain to the best thus far discovered in agricultural
science.

Mr. Westbrook is a native of Sweden,. born August 18, 1863, in
Wa~tena, and on his father's side comes of German ancestry, the name
being Leven, and on his mother's side of pure Swedish stock. The
parents spent their entire lives in Sweden and there passed away when
well advanced in years. In his native land Charles O. Westbrook was
given the advantages offered by the public schools, but was not satisfied
with the opportunities which existed in his native land, and it was his
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desire from early boyhood to come to the 'United States, the country of
which he had heard such glowing reportS. Accordingly, when seventeen
years of age, he left the shelter of the parental roof and made his way
to the City of LOndon, England, from whence he took passage to the
United States, fuially making port at New York City. From that
metropolis he went to Chicago, IlliIiois, where he secured employment in
a livery barn and there was made familiar with American business
customs, methods and language. L,ater he removed to the City of
Paxton, illinois, where he remained until 1893, in that year taking a
trip back to visit his native home. He spent only a few weeks there,
however, when he came back to the United States and once more took
up his residence at Paxton, Illinois. He was thirty years of age at the
time of his marriage at Paxton to Miss Ellen Anderson, who ~ad been
born in the same neighborhood as her husband, March 29, 1872, and ,vas
then twenty-two years of age. Four children have been born to Mr. and
Mrs. Westbrook, three having died in infancy, while the survivor is
Nellie, who was born December 27, 1900, graduated from the graded
schools in 1913, and is now attending a Swedish school at Danielson,
Indiana.

Mr. Westbrook came to his present location in January, 1894, and
for the following nine years was occupied as a renter. At the end of
that period his wife's health failed and for five years they retired from
active life on the farm, but when she regained her health they returned
to the property where they have since l"esided. Mr. Westbrook has
achieved remarkable results in the development of this land, which at
the time of his arrival was a marshy wilderness, but which is now one
of the most highly developed tracts in this part of the county. The
greater part of the land is located in section 6, Oregon Township, but
100 acres lie in Davis Township, just adjoining. Mr. Westbrook has
200 acres devoted to corn, averaging fifty bushels to the acre; 100 acres of
wheat, averaging thirty bushels per acre; and 160 acres of oats, with an
average slightly less.

Mr. Westbrook grows and feeds a number of cattle, shipping to
various markets, and his product in this line is in constant demand and
brings excellent prices. He also does a'profitable business in buying
and selling milch cows. The buildings are of the most substantia] and
modern character, and include a corn crib with 8,000 bushels capacity;
a barn, 100 by 50 feet, with the most modern equipment; a granary
holding 4,000 bushels of grain; and a modern residence of six rooms,
equipped with the latest conveniences and comforts. The buildings
present a good appearance, the residence being white and all the otherbuildings red. '

Mr. and Mrs. Westbrook and their daughter are all mem~ers of the
Swedish Lutheran Church, in whic~ they have been confirmed. Mr.
Westbrook is a republican. He is well informed on questions of the
day, takes a lively interest in the affairs of the community, and in all
respects is an honorable and creditable repre~entative of the men to
whose enterprise, ability and character is due the present prosperity of
the county. (
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LAWRENCE LOTTER. Among the ambitious, energetic and progressive
young men who are able exponents of the agricultural and live-stock
industries in Starke County, a place 0'£ distinct precedence may' con-
sistently be accredited to Mr. Lotter, whose well improved farmstead
is situated in section 23, Davis Township.

Mr. Lotter was born in Adams County, Indiana, on the 6th of June,
1880, but has been a resident of Starke County since the spring of 1890,
his education having been received in the public schools of these two
counties and his close Ij,ssociation with agricultural pursuits having been
maintained from his boyhood to the pre~ent time. He is a son of Peter
and Catherine (Eckler) Lotter, both of whom were born and reared in
Germany, where their marriage was solemnized and where the first two
children were born. One of ,the children died in infancy and the other
died on shipboard while the parents were voyaging to America, the
remains being consigned to a watery grave. The bereaved parents
arrived in the port of New York City in the year 1865, and thence made
their way to Mercer County, Ohio, where were born to them four or more
children. Finally removal was made to Adams County, Indiana, where
the father established a home on a small farm of forty-eight acres, and
where he was able only to make a precario~ living for his numerous
family, though he was a man of industry and sterling character. He
died at the age of fifty-five years, and in 1890 his widow Came with her
children to Starke County and established a home in the viUage of
Hamlet, where she earnestly and bravely kept her family together unti]
two of the children had attained to 'maturity and married, and where
she conti~ued her devoted care ~or the other children until her death,
on the 14th of August, 1912. She was a member of the Lutheran Church
as was also her husband, and was an unassuming, noble woman, whos~
life was one of signal unselfishneSs and marked by unceasing solicitude
for her children, all of whom revere her memory. Gentle, considerate
and self-abnegating, she won the affectionate regard of all who came
within the compass of her gracious influence, and she was instant. in

, kindly thoughts and kindly deeds. Of the surviving children five are
married -and well established in homes of their own, John, Andrew,
Alice, Minnie, and Cora. Ali(Je is the wife of William Sprague, of
Kankakee, Illinois; Minnie is the wife of John C. Ferch, of whom in-
dividual mention is made on other pages of this edition; and Cora is the
wife of Frederick Mickow, likewise represented in this publication. Of
the unmarried children it may be stated that Miss Barbara is the efficient
presiding genius of the,home of her bachelor brothers, George, Lawrence
and Conrad, the first mentioned being a blacksmith by trade and voca-
tion and the family home being in the village of Hamlet. Lawrence and
Conrad Lotter operate 240 acres of the fine Ferch farm, in Davis Town-
ship, and they give their attention to diversified agriculture and stock-
growing, in which lines of industry their suceess has been on a parity
with their energy, enterpris~ and progressiveness. They devote about
one hundred acres annually to the propagation of corn, which averages
sixty bushels to the acre, wheat yielding an average of twenty-five
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bushels, and oats forty bushels to the acre. In the season of 1914 they
produced on the farm fully 1,000 bushels of onions. The farm is one
of the fine landed estates of Starke County and its improvements are
of the best modern type, including a silo of eighty tons capacity. Inde-
fatigable industry, careful management and integrity of purpose have
characterized the careers of these two enterprising young brothers and
they command secure place in the confidence and esteem of the com-
munity. . All of the family hold membership in the Methodist Episcopal
Church, and the three bachelor brothers are all found aligned as stanch
supporters of the cause of the democratic party. Lawrence Lotter is the
owne~ of the fine imported Belgian breeding stallion "Louis DeWalling,"
a splendid bay weighing 2,200 pounds, and he and his brother are also
successful breeders of high grade swine.

WffiBUR W. DYE. Starke County claims' Mr. Dye as one of its
energetic, progressive and successful young business men and popular
citizens, and he has gained precedence through his excellent management
of the extensive lumber business conducted by him, with plant and
headquarters in the Town of Hamlet. This enterprise was established in
1900 by William H. B'ollman, and Mr. W. W. Dye and his cousins,
George and Ed Dye, gained the ownership and contrpl of the business in
1903, the partnership alliance continuing until 1907, since which time
Mr. Dye has been the sole proprietor. He has brought to bear most
progressive and well directed policies in the developing and control of
this business, his yards are at all times found supplied with the best
assortment of lumber and other kinps of building material, and the
business includes the handling of heavy and shelf hardware, the manu-
facturing and handling of cement building blocks, and the handling of
lime, plaster, cement, etc. The enterprise is one of the most substantial
and important of its kind in Starke County and its upbuilding indicates
the ability and sterling character of the owner, whose fair and honorable
dealings have made his trade constantly cumulative. He is the owner
also of the business conducted under the title of the Dye Lumber Com- .
pany, at Schneider, Lake County, and is president and owner _of a half
interest in the Bellshaw Lumber Company, in Lake County, the last
mentioned company having been organized in 1913. Mr. Dye has become
one of the leading retail lumber merchants of this section of Indiana, is
thoroughly familiar with all details of this line of enterprise, is a reliable,
straightforward and ambitious busi];less man and has the respect of all

who know him.
Mr. Dye first came to Indiana in order to acquire experience in the

lumber business under the direction of his cousin, who was identified with
this line of enterprise at Goodland, Newton County, and after there
remaining nine months Wilbur W. Dye engaged in business at Ham~et,
as already noted in this context, where he proved himself well fortified
in detailed knowledge and broad conceptions of productive business
policies, this being proved conclusively by the marked success that has

attended his efforts.
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Wilbur W. Dye is a scion of one of the old and distinguished families
of Vir~nia and one of his ancestors went forth from the historic Old
Dominion commonwealth to render gallant service as a patriot soldier
in the war of the Revolution. In the patrician old regime in the South
prior to the Civil war the paternal grandfather of Mr. Dye was an
extensive slaveholder, but at the inception of the agitation against the
institution of slavery he voluntarily 'freed all of his slaves, and to the
older ones he gave the houses in which they lived. When .the war was
precipitated he was thus able consistently to maintain a neutral stand-
point. .

At Piedmont, Mineral County, West Virginia, Wilbur W. Dye was
born on the 26th of February, 1882, and his early educ;l,tional discipline
was acquired principally under the direction of a private tutor. His
initial business experience was gained in the wholesale grocery estab-
lishment conducted by his father at Piedmont, and concerning his inde-
pendent career as a successful business man adequate mention has
already been made in preceding paragraphs. Mr. Dye is a son of
Thornton Cass Dye and Susie Eudora (Davis) Dye, both of whom were
born and reared in West Virginia, where their marriage was solemnized
and where they maintained their home at Piedmont. There the father
was first engaged in the retail merchandise business, and later he became
proprietor of several general stores, at different places in West Virginia.
He finally disposed of these interests and in 1900 he became president
and manager of the Piedmont Grocery Company, and he still has the
general management of the substantial wholesale business conducted by
this corporation. He is one of the prominent and influential citizens
of Mineral County, West Virginia, is a stanch advocate of the cause of
the democratic party, is prominently affiliated with the Masonic fra-
ternity, in which he is a Knight Templar and a member of the Mystic
Shrine, and his religious faith is that of the Methodist Episcopal Church
South, of which his wife likewise was a devoted adherent, her death
having occurred at Piedmont. Of the children of this union the eldest
is Herbert A., who is a successful lumber merchant at Leesburg,
Kosciusko County, Indiana, he and his wife being the parents of four
children; Herbert, Ella, Margaret, and Thornton C. Wilbur W., of this
review, was the next in order of birth. T. Charles, like his elder
brothers, was educated under the preceptorship of private tutors and has
been prominently identified with business activities in Indiana. He was
formerly engaged in the lumber business at North Judson, Starke
County, and after selling this business he established his residence at
Hamlet, this county, where he has given his attention to: the closing~out
of a bankrupt stock of merchandise. He married Miss Hazel Bybee,
and they have one son, Thornton Charles, Jr. Robert Cass Dye, the third
son, remains at the paternal home and is in delicate health. David
Voss, the youngest of the children, is employed as an inspector in one
of the great automobile factories in the City of Detroit, Michigan. He
is married and has one daughter, Loretta.

In a generic way Wilbur W. Dye aligns himself as a stanch sup-
. .
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porter of the principles of the democratic party, but in local affairs he
gives his support to the men and measures meeting the approv1J.1 of his
judgment, irrespective of partisan lines. In the time-honored Masonic
fraternity he has received the thirty-second degree of the Ancient Ac-
cepted Scottish Rite, as a representative of which he holds membership
in the consistory at Fort Wayne, as well as the temple of the Mystic
Shrine in that city. At ValparaiSo he is a member of the lodge of the
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks; he is affiliated with the Inde-
pendent Order of Odd Fellows and has represented his lodge in the
grand lodge of the State of Indiana, and at the tin:te of this writing
he is serving as councilman of the Modern Woodmen of America. Both
he and his wife attend the Methodist Episcopal Church and they are
popular in the social activities of their home community.

At GOodland, Newton County, Indiana, was solemnized the marriage
of Mr. Dye to Miss Veda Constable, who was there born and reared and
who is a daughter of Benjamin A. and Belle (Johnson) Constable, who
still reside at Goodland, where Mr. Constable is a substantial retired
farmer. Mr. and Mrs. Dye have two children: Edna Eudora, born
in 1905; and Elizabeth Irene, born in 1907.

HUGH KREUTER. Though he proved himself an able and successfulrepresentative of the legal profession and is a member of the bar of .
Starke County, formerly engaged in active practice at Knox, Mr. Kreuter
has in recent years found it expedient to indulge his distinct predilection
for merchandising and has retired from the work of his profession to
supervise his interests as a member of the prominent hardware firm of
Horner & Kreuter of Knox. His associate is John W. Horner, likewise
one of the alert and popular business men of the younger generation in
this county, and individually mentioned on other pages of this history,
where further details can be found concerning the business.

Hugh Kreuter was born in the City of St. Louis, Missouri, December
29, 1871, a son of Hugh E. and Emma (Rose) Kreuter. His father was
born in the City of Vienna, Austria, in 1843, and the mother at Dubuque,
Iowa, in 1853, her par~nts, nai;ives of Switzerland, having been numbered
among the sterling pioneers of the Hawkeye State. In his native land
Hugh E. Kreuter was reared and educated and learned the trade of
brewer. In 1866 he emigrated to the United States, establishing his
residence at Reading, Pennsylvania, and was for a time foreman in a
brewery there. Finally he w~nt to Iowa, became identified with the
same line of enterprise at Dubuque, where he was married to Emma
Rose, his wife having been reared and educated in that city. Soon
after that event Mr. Kreuter and his yo~ng wife moved to St. Louis,
where he was connected with a large brewery, later following the same
line of occupation at Clinton, Iowa, and New Albany, Indiana. Finding
the bre1Ving business was undermining his health he engaged in mer-
chandising at Memphis, Tennessee, and later in the ~ewelry businesS in
Little Rock, Arkansas.. He finally located in the City of DallaS, Texas,
where he operated an omnibus and genera~ transfer line for several
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yeal'B. I t was in 1883 that he brought his family to Starke County,
Indiana, and bought eighty acres, adding to his holdings from time to
time until he owned a ranch of 1,4QQ acres along the Kankakee Valley-
He became one of the vigorous, substantial and representative agri.
culturists of this county. His attention was devoted to the supervision
of his farm for about twenty years, and then, having sold his property
at a profit, representing the extensive improvements he had introduced,
he invested his capital in Chicago property, and in April, 1913, bought
and established his home on a fine fruit ranch near Medford, Jackson
County, Oregon. There he and his good wife still reside in the best of
health and in the enjoyment of the rewards of former years of earnest
endeavor. They are people of excellent mind and heart, have enjoyed
the high regard of those with whorn they have come in contact in the
various communities in which they have lived. Of the two children
Hugh is the elder, and the daughter, Miss Josephine, lives with her

parents.
Hugh Kreuter acquired his early education in the schools of the

various localities in which his parents resided during his boyhood days,
and was eleven years old when he came to Starke County. He reached
manhood on the old homestead farm and attended the public schools
until seventeen, when he took a preparatory course in the Valparaiso
Normal School, and in 1892 graduated from Bayless College at Dubuque,
Iowa. In 1896 he became associated with William J. Willhelm, opening
a grocery alid meat market at Knox, but about four years later sold his
interest to Capt. Charles Windish, of whom individual mention is made
in this history. Mr. Kreuter then made a radical change in his course
by taking up the study of law. From the law department of Valparaiso
University he was graduated as a member of the class of 19Q2 with the
degree LL. B. Forthwith admitted to the bar of Indiana, he engaged
in practice at Knox in the office with Rev. William A. Foster, who is
not only a lawyer but also a clergyman of the Christian Church. Mr.
Kreuter developed a substantial law and insurance busineSs, and repre-
senting the Reserve Loan Insurance Company., did the underwriting of
more than half a million dollars of insurance in Starke County. In
1902, the year that marked his admission to the bar, Mr. Kreuter was
appointed by petition candidate for the office of prosecuting attorney of
the Forty~fourth Judicial Circuit, and later lacked only one vote of
being chosen prosecutor for the district comprising Starke and Pulaski
counties in a popular election. He has been an unwavering advocate of
the principles and policies of the republican party.

T~e practice o~ the law and the insurance business absorbed his
time and energies until 1908. In that year he formed a partnership with
John W. Horner, and they have since been associated in conducting a
large and prosperous business in the handling of hardware, stoves,
ranges, farming implements and machinery, wagons, carriages, etc. The
firm has been aggre~ive and vigorous in its policies, has offered reliable
and effective service, and now has a business that extends into all parts
of the county. In the fall of 1913 Mr. Kreuter was elected to the office
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of town councilman, and in the November elections of 1914 was elected
to the position of clerk of the Starke Circuit Court, to the duties of
which he is now giving his capable attention.

In 1896, in Starke County, Mr. Kreuter married Miss Methel McKee.
Mrs. Kreuter was born in the 'City of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, a
daughter of Robert B. and Eliza J. (Haldeman) McKee, who came to
Starke County when she was seven years of age. Her father spent the
closing years of his life at Knox, but died near Painesville, Ohio, in
1908, where his wife owns farms. Mrs. McKee lives in Knox. Mrs.
Kreuter, an only child, was educated under the careful preceptorship
of her devoted mother, a woman of superior intellectual talent and at
one time principal of a leading female seminary in the City of Pitts,-
burgh. Mrs. Kreuter is an accomplished violinist, a prominent worker
in the Methodist Episcopal Sunday School and Church, and also an
active member of the firm of Horner & Kreuter, keeping the books of
the firm, conducting practically all the correspondence, and buying
certain lines of stock for the store and frequently canvasses for business -
in the country. Mr. and Mrs. Kreute~ have two children: Robert,
who was born August 12, 1897, and is a student in the Knox H~g'h
School, recently won a prize of $10 in gold for the contribution, among
many competitors, for the best article on the subject, "Why Knox
Should Have a Library;" and Kletha, who was born July 30,1903.

MARTIN SCHULTZ. While Starke County has a full representation
of American families, there has been no national element more im-
portantly concerned with its development than the German people.
One of the best representatives of this class in the county is Martin
Schultz. It is a recognized fact that wherever the German has gone
in the rural districts of this country, he has introduced thrift, industry,
and capable citizenship, and has been an ideal worker for the develop-
ment of a wilderness into broad and fertile famls. The most important
development in Starke County has been the transformation of a vast
waste district of marsh and lowland into drained and cultivated fields,
and Martin Schultz has been one of the men who deserve pioneer honors
for a share in this work.

Martin Schultz was born in Posen, one of the eastern provinces of
the German Empire, on May 28, 1856. He was reared not more than
eight English miles from the City of Kalmar. He grew up on a farm,
and before coming to America he served the regular three years required
of every German citizen of able body in tbe standing army, and his
father before him was likewise a German soldier. In 1881, with his
sister Amelia, Martin Schultz emigrated to America, sailing from
Bremen to New York on the steamer Rhine. Mter landing they came
directly to Michigan City, Indiana, where Martin Sch1!ltz was for twelve
years employed in the oor factory operated by Haskell & Barker. In
1882 his parents, Martin, Sr., and Rosina (Stelter) Schultz, with the rest
of their children, Gustave, Louis, Julius, Bertha, Emma and Augusta,
also followed to this country, and located in Michigan City. Six years
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later the parents moved to Starke County, locating on forty acres of
land in section 31 of Washington Township, and there they spent the
rest of their days. The father died in 1899 and the mother in 1902, and
both are buried in St. John's Lutheran Church Cemetery near their
old home. They were among the organizers and workers in that church,
and were good Christian people, hard workers and excellent neighbors.
Martin Schultz, Sr., after becoming an American citizen voted the
republican ticket.

In 1889 Martin Schultz, Jr., left Michigan City and also found a
home in Starke County. Later his brothers and sisters followed, and
all but one are still living in this county. They are: Mrs. Bertha
Paegel, Gustave, Julius, Louis, and Amelia, wife of John Schmidt, who
lives in Michigan City. The eldest of the children, Martin Schultz., on
coming to Starke County, bought 130 acres in section 32 of Washington
Township. That land was practically valueless at that time; it is
,covered by timber gtowth, and much of this was under water a large
part of the year. He was confronted by the heavy task of clearing,
draining and restoring the fertility of the soil, and in subsequent years
his work has been wisely bestowed in ditching, clearing and otherwise
improving the land until it is now worth many times what he paid for
it. Seventy-five acres are well improved, there is a comfortable farm
residence and other farm buildings, and the land now produces abundant
crops of corn, wheat, oats, cow peas, potatoes and other crops.

Martin Schultz was first ~arried in Michigan City in 1883 to Miss
Augusta Standorf. She was born in Posen, Germany, in 1867, and in
the fall of .1881 came to the United States, locating at Michig3JJ uity.
She died at her home in Washington Township in January, 1902, leaving
six children. The oldest, Gustaf, is a resident of Hammond, Indiana,
and married Carrie Mencke. Amiel, also a resident of Hammond,
married Mary Richt, and has a son Israel. William is unmarried and
works on his father's farm. Emma is the wife of William Beterstadt at
Hammond, and they have a son William, Jr. Lillie is the wife of Ralph
Milbert. Lena is the wife of Ernest Pearce of South Chicago, and they
have a son Ernest, Jr.

In 1905 Mr. Schultz was married in Starke County to Mrs. Augusta
(Wilde) Weymer, widow \}f Lawrence Weymer, who at his death left
two children, William and Frank. Mr. and Mrs. Schultz have a son,
Paul E., born December 2, 1907. Mrs. Schultz was born in Pomern,
Germany, November 22, 1870, a daughter of George and Johanna
(Rhode) Wilde, who were natives of the Province of Pomern. Her
father was a bricklayer, and after his family of two sons and four
daughters had been born in Germany, emigrated about 1875 to the
United States, locating in South Chicago, where he followed his trade
until his death in 1899, when past sixty-five years of age. His widow
is still living in South Chicago, and was seventy-seven years of age
on December 18, 1914. The Wilde family were Lutherans, and he was
a republican. Their children are all living and married and all have
children of their own. Mr. and Mrs. Schultz and family are members

.
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of St. John's Lutheran Church in Washington Township, and Mr.
SchUltz for the last four years has been an official in the church. In
politics he is a republican.

SAMUEL KOONTZ. Elsewhere in this history will be found some
descriptive facts concerning Koontz Lake and settlement, one of the
oldest centers of settlement and industry in Starke County, and now one
of the most noted lake resorts in this section of Indiana. Koontz Lake
is a beautiful series of lakes, with its banks fringed with the native
forest trees and covered with luxuriant grass, making it most desirable
as a summer resort. At the present time many cottages stand around
the shores of this body of water, inhabited during the' summer months
by people both from Starke County and elsewhere. No history of Starke
County coUld be written without many references to the Koontz family,

\ which was among the pioneers, and in the following paragraphs will be
found many items which are strictly a part of th"e essential history of
this county. Samuel Koontz., the present proprietor of the Koontz Lake
and Koontz Mills in Oregon Township, is one of the most interesting and
prominent men of the county. Seventy years of age, he is still active
and industrious, and all his life has been a model of temperate and
vigorous manhood. He has never used alcoholic beverages, not even tea
or coffee, and his father was a man of the same type. He has been a
resident of this section of Starke County sixty-eight years, having come
here with his parents from Ohio when an infant.

Samuel Koontz was born in Marion Cou~ty, Ohio, September 20, 1844,
third among eight children, two sons and six daughters, of Samuel and
Mary (SuIt) Koontz. The family came originally from Germany, where
the name was spelled Kuntz, the original emigrant having been the great-
grandfather of the present Samuel Koontz. Samuel Koontz, Sr., was
born in Northampton County, Pennsylvania, in 1814, and died at
Koontz Lake in Starke County in August, 1898, at the age of eighty-
four. He was reared in Pennsylvania, educated in the German language,
and learned the trade of tanner. In 1830 he moved with his parents to
Marion County, Ohio, making the journey with wagons, and there setting
up in business as a tanner. He was married in Marion County to Mary
SuIt, also a native of Pennsylvania.

Samuel Koontz, Sr., first came to Starke County in 1846, making the
journey 'alone on horseback, and entering 160 acres in section 11 of Oregon
Township, situated at the head of Koontz Lake. None of these geographi-
cal names were at that time established, since Starke County was not
organized until 1850, Oregon Township was still de~gnated by the
Government survey of township and range, and it was the Koontz settle-
ment which gave the name to the beautifUl expanse of water known as
Koontz Lake. In tha.t locality Samuel Koontz built a log cabin, one of
the first in that part of the county, and ther~ were few families any-
where in that locality. Starke County was then a widreness of dense
foreSt! and overflawed marshland alternated with the sand ridges, and
it was many years before the era of drainage by which thousands of

.
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acres in this part of Indiana have been transformed into fertile and
valuable farms. The woods abounded in wild game, the lakes and streams
were full of fish, and there were many Pottawatomie Indians who still
roamed about the woods and camped on the shores of such lakes as the
one just described. In 1847 Samuel Koontz, Sr., brought his family out
to Starke County, having in the meantime purchased and received his
title to his claim at Koontz Lake. That old deed is still a prized posses-
sion among his children. Mr. Koontz brought from Ohio twenty-four
head of sheep, which were the first in the county, and in order to protect
them from the wolves it was necessary to keep them close in a stable,
and finally they were butchered in order to keep them from being
devoured by the wolves. Mr. Koontz once shot a panther near the house,
and for a number of years it was possible to kill deer, wild turkeys and
even bear in this part of Indiana. Koontz Lake has always been a
favorite fishing ground, but sixty years or more ago the settlers would
catch bass and pike weighing from twenty-five to thirty pounds.. After coming to Starke County Samuel Koontz, Sr., built the first

tannery in the county, and also erected the first sawmill, located on
the banks of Koontz Lake. These were important institutions in the
new community, and settlers came for miles with their wagons to procure
lumber for houses and barns. In 1850 he established the K;oontz grist
mill, that being the same 'year that Starke County was organized, and
these three different mills constituted the manufacturing center and the
most important industrial point in the entire county for several years.

It is an item of special interest in Starke County history that the
first trial in the newly organized courts of the county was the case of
the State of Indiana v. Koontz. It was the outgrowth of Mr. Koontz's
enterprise in damming up the outlet of his lake for the operation of his
sawmill. After twelve men had been sent to survey and investigate the
conditions, Mr. Koontz not only won his contention of rights, but was
granted a charter from the state, giving him the privilege of maintaining
a dam and granting to him and his heirs exclusive sale and ownership
of the lake and surrounding land so long as the mill should be con-
ducted on a business basis. Having thus established his legal rights,
Mr. Koontz deepened the mill race and erected the well known water
mill, wh1ch has been turning its wheels and grinding grain and other
products for sixty years or more. This institution has been continued
and extended by Samuel Koontz, Jr., who in later years, with the develop-
ment of the country, has improved Koontz Lake as a summer resort,
laying out and filling lots and building cottages, ice houses and other
facilities around the shore, and also maintains a modern cement block
house which is the headquarters and the s~er hotel for many visitors
to this section.

Samuel Koontz, Sr., was a whig in politics, having voted for Henry
Clay, and he participated in one of the first elections held in Star~e
County. At that time there was no courthouse, and the balloting was
done in the midst of the woods where the present Town of Knox stands.
The ballots were put in a box measuring about six by five by eight

88
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inches, and as the tickets were short and the voters few, the box was
hardly full at the close of voting. Ever since Starke County gained a
government of its own, the senior and junior Koontz have been prominent
factors in its political and public affairs. Mr. Koontz, Sr., became a.
member of the republican party on its organization, and supported its
first presidential candidate, General Fremont. He was an abolitionist
with regard to the slavery question, and during the Civil war proved a
valuable friend to the wives and widows of the soldiers who were at the
front, donating liberally of flour and other provisions, and at one time
gave $500 to make up a carload of provisions and other supplies sent
to the boys in the South. He was a strong man physically, mentally and
morally, was firm in his convictions, and was known and honored for his
integrity of character. In stature he stood five feet eleven, with broad
shoulders, and possessed almost phenomenal strength. There was no
better known citizen in Starke County than this venerable pioneer. He
was reared in the Lutheran faith, but afterwards joined the Methodist
Church, and practiced that religion throughout the rest of his life.
His body now rests in the Walkerton Cemetery. His wife died in
Starke County. in 1857.

Samuel Koontz, Jr., is one of the few men still living in Starke
County who have a recollection of the entire period which has passed
since the county was given a separate organization. He was six or
seven years old when the county was organized, and has an exceptional
memory of ear]y conditions, and has always been keenly observing of
the life that goes on about him. His father was not only a parent but
a friend and companion to the boy, and the latter learned his best
lessons of life from the senior Koontz and took pride in doing things as
his father did them, which meant doing them in the most effective and
vigorous manner. As years added to his responsibility he became the
succe~r to his father in the management of the large affairs of farm
and mill, and until the elder's death there existed unusual ties of
affection and cooperation between them. He found plenty of work on
the farm, which still presented many of the conditions of the wilderness
during his boyhood, and his education came from a country school,
conducted in a building 14 by 20 feet, with puncheon floor, smb
seats and all the old-time facilities of the pioneer schoolroom, including
the old goose quill pen. The first school he attended was conducted
on the subscription plan, being ~upported by the families who had
children attending. At that he went to school only two or three months
each year. By the time he was sixteen Mr. Koontz was a' full grown
man, and then began learning the trade of miller, and two years later
took charge of the Koontz mill, of which for many years he has been
proprietor. It is one of the few mills in this part of Indiana operated
by water power, but Mr. Koontz installed improved and up-to-date
milling machinery a number of years ago. He owns over four hundred
a~res of land in Starke County, most of it around Koontz Lake, town
property in Walkerton, and has a number of other interests in the

county.
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His father was a strong temperance man, and the son has rigidly
adhered to the same principles, and is also a member of the Methodist
Church. He has served three terms as trustee of Oregon Township, an
office which was held by his father a number of years ago. The son was
old enough to vote at the second election of Abraham Lincoln, and recalls
that he and his father raised a great pole, 119 feet high, as a feature of
the Lincoln campaign during the war. Mr. Koontz has often been a
delegate to republican conventions of county Iind state, and in 1888 was
a strong candidate for the office of county treasurer, but was defeated
by the normal democratic majority. He has always been a firm friend
of education, has supported both as a private citizen and in an official
capacity the public schools of his county, and is an active member of
the Methodist Episcopal Church in Oregon Township. He has held all
the chairs in the Odd Fellows lodge, is a member of both the lodge and
encampment of that order, and also affiliates with the Knights of
Pythias.

Mr. Koontz was first married in December, 1868, to Miss Martha
Morrow. They became the parents of one son and three daughters. Mrs;
Koontz was born March 19, 1848, and died in November, 1897, had
taught school for several years in Indiana before her marriage, and
was an active member of the Methodist Episcoptl,l Church. Of her
children the three s~ill living are: Samuel Edward, who was trained
to the milling business, but for a number of years has b~en in the
clothing and furnishing business at Walkerton; Bertha, the wife of
Albert Swank of Walkerton; and Laura, who completed her education
in Valparaiso University, is the wife of Zibe Hornbeck, a merchant at
Monticello, India~a. On April 26, 1899, Mr. Koontz married for his
second wife Mrs. Rebecca A. Woodward Vincent. Mrs. Koontz has
been prominent in the Order of Pythian Sisters, and organized a branch
of that order in Knox and several other Indiana towns, being a state
officer. She is also a member 'of the Methodist Episcopal Church at
Walkerton.

WILLIAM P. UNCAPHER. Sta.1'ke County has .been the home of
William P. Uncapher for sixty-two years. He was brought to Oregon
Township when less than two years of age, and since reaching his
majority has voted and worked out his road taxes in district No.4
continuously now for more than forty years.

Probably no one citizen has witnessed and has a better stored recol-
lection of the development of the county from its earliest phases down
to the present than William P. Uncapher. In his early life he lived
among the pioneers, knew hundreds of them intimately, and either
through the tales he has heard from their lips or from his own experience
knows Starke County in practically its entire range and scope of history
as a civilized community. Mr. Uncapher speaks of the physical con-
ditions of Oregon Township when he was a boy as a country of low-
lands; that being years before modern drainage was attempted. It was
the haven for innumerable wild animals, including musk rats in the
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marshes, wild ducks on the overflowed land and lakes, and practically
every bird and beast known in the Middle West fauna. The early
settlers had to guard their stock carefully to prevent them from being
seized and devoured by the wolves. Indians still camped about the
margins of the lakes, roamed through the forests and hunted and fished
and lived on peaceable terms with the early pioneers. A day's outing
along almost any of, the lakes in the county would be rewarded with a
wagon box full of fish. For the young settler who enjoyed hunting
and fishing Starke County was then a paradise, and Mr. Uncapher as ~
boy became skilled in woodcraft and has many stories to relate of the
wild life of this region. One interesting matter he recalls was the
presence of great flocks of wild pigeons, a distinctive American bird that
now, according to all accounts, has not a single living specimen. In
the early days these pigeons were in such numbers that their flight
would' sometimes darken the sky, and Mr. Uncapher tells that in the
evening while they were flying low to their roosts it was possible to
take a limber pole and, swinging it in the air, to kill a great number
of these birds. , A good hunter could usually kill from six to eight deer
a day, and some of the early settlers often harbored within their fields
and wood lots pet deer.

When Mr. UJIcapher's father came to Starke County in 1853 he
located on a piece of wild timber and prairie land in section 22 of Oregon
Township. The land cost $1.25 per acre. Oxen were used to break out
the heavy moist soil, and it will be ever difficult to appreciate to the
full extent the labors and hardships of such an undel"taking. As more
and more settlers came into the county sehool districts were organized,
rough cabin schoolhouses were built, and the children then received some
instruction. The markets for produce were at a great distance, the
nearest being Laporte, twenty-eight miles away, and South Bend, thirty
miles. For grinding the' wheat and corn the mill at Koontz Lake was
convenient to the early settlers of Oregon Township, being about three
and a half miles from the Uncapher home. In spite of the heavy burdens
placed upo;n the early settlers, there was a distinctive social spirit of
helpfulness and charity that prevailed everywhere in such early com-
munities. A neighbor was always ready to assist with all the means at
his command anyone in misfortune. Socially the settlers enjoyed each
other perhaps more than people living in modern communities do.
Especially during the winter holiday seasons there was much merriment,
feasting and almost constant visiting from one cabin home to another.
In the early days Mr. Uncapher knew every man, woman and child in
Oregon Township, and nearly everybody of any consequence in the entire

county.
William P. Uncapher was born in Marion County, Ohio, September

3, 1851. His parents were Israel and Margaret (SuIt) Uncapher. His
father was born in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, in the early
days traveled to the western frontier at Jefferson City, Missouri, making
the journey on horseback, returned to Marion County, Ohio, was married
there, and took his bride out to the Missouri wilderness, but ten years

.
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later went back to Marion County, Ohio. ill 1853, with wagon and team
to carry their household possessions, the family came to Starke C9unty,
Indiana, locating on a tract of wild land in Oregon ToWnship. The
father walked all the distance to Winnemac to enter his land at the
Government land office. Israel Uncapher was one of the most enter-
prising and hardest working of the pioneer settlers of Oregon Township,
and his traits of industry and vigor have been handed down to his
descendants. In the early days he operated the Star Route for the
transportation 6f mail from Oregon Township to San Pierre and also
from Plymouth to Logansport. His death occurred in Marshall County
at the home of his oldest son when past sixty-eight years of age. His
widow lived until seventy~seven years old, and married for her second
husband John E. Smith. Mr. and Mrs. Uncapher, the parents, were
both members of the Lutheran Churoo, and meetings of this church
were sometimes held in their log cabin home. Israel Uncapher was very
prominent locally as a democrat, was a man of considerable reading, and
of an information that made his counsel valuable to his friends and

neighbors.
William P. Uncapher grew up as a farmer and business man and

has for many years been identified with commercial matters at his
home Town of Grovertown. When twenty years of age he opened a
stock of goods at Hamlet, that being the first store in the village. He
later purchased a farm in Oregon Township, worked it ten years, and
then traded for a stock of goods in Plymouth.. He brought this stock
to Grovertown, and has since lived there and for fourteen years con-
ducted a general store. Since then his chief work has been as a farmer.
Mr. Uncapher owns a large amount of land in Oregon Township, and
in Grov~rtown a good store building, house and other property. While
a democrat in politics he has taken little activity in party affairs. He is
well known and highly respected, has had a career of honest effort and
upright dealings, and the integrity of his character is recognized wherever
his name is known.

Mr. Uncapher was married in Oregon Township to. Miss Josephine
Davis, who represents another family of early settlers in Starke County.
She was born in Darke County, Ohio, August 22, 1854, and when eleven
years of age was brought by her parents to Starke County. Her parents
were Andrew J. and Rachel (Whittaker) Davis, both natives of Darke
County, where they were married. ill 1865 the parents and eight
children moved to Oregon Township. Andrew J. Davis was for eight
years a conductor on the Big Four Railway, and was for many years in
railway service~ During the Civil war he served more than three years
as a Union soldier, and held a non-commissioned office. It was the hard-
ships of army life that shortened his life, since he contracted disease
in the South and died at the age of about forty-five. Andrew J. Davis
was a' man who deserves much credit for the gallant fight he made in
providing a place for himself in the world, since he was depending on his
own resources from the age of six years and earned his way through the.
world from that time. His widow lived to be seventy-five years of age,
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and was the mother of four sons and four daughters, all the sons being
farmers, and two of the daughters are still living.

Mr. and Mrs. Uncapher have the following children: Lillie, wife of
W. R. Richey, a resident of Grovertown and a trustee, merchant and
farmer. They have three children-Carl, who works in his father's store,
wedded Cornelia Pierson; Russell and Perry. Perry W. Uncapher was
well educated, and for a number of years followed the vocation of teach-
ing, was principal of schools and a teacher in the Knox High School for a
number of years, and is now cashier of the First National Bank of Knox.
He married Elsie Marsh, daughter of Henry L.. Marsh, a sketch of whom
is found on other pages. They have one son, Rex, born in March, 1913.
Otto, the second son, is a farmer in Oregon Township, married Lizzie
Manlove, daughter of Peter and Lydia Manlove of Grovertown, and
they have a daughter, Eleanor, now seven years of age and in school.
Elmer, the third child, was formerly a teacher, and is now a farmer and
onion grower living at Grovertown; he married Jennie Wright of Oregon
Township; Irvin died at the age of four years. Mr. and Mrs. Uncapher
and family are members of the United Brethren Church. The son,
Perry Uncapher, not only has a good reputation in Stark~ County as
an educator, but has proved equally efficient as a bank officer. Mrs.
Uncapher has endeared herself to many visitors at Grovertown by enter-
taining and furnishing lodging and board to travelers through that
village. She has the kindly and Christian character which is the mark
of the old-fashioned housewife and has proved herself a most hospitable
landlady. Her home is a place of sunshine and cheerfulness to all who
have the good fortune to reside for any time under its roof.

, JAMES D. HARNESS. From the time of his marriage, in 1880, James
Dawson Harness has maintained his home on his present fine farm, in
section 30, Oregon Township, and he is consistently to be designated as
one of the representative agriculturists and progressive citizens of Starke
County, where he and his wife have a circle of friends that is limited
only by that of their acquaintances. Mr. Harness gives his attention to
diversified farming and horticulture, and also raises excellent grades of
live stock. Most of the permanent improvements on his homestead have
been made by him, and the place is one of the attractive rural homes of
the county. The residence is a commodious house of nine rooms and
with Mrs. Harness as its gracious and popular chatelaine it is made acenter of generous hospitality. '

Mr. Harness was born in Laporte County, Indiana, on the 10th of
September, 1852, and in that county he was reared to manhood on the
farm of his parents, in the meanwhile making good use of the advantages
afforded in the public schools. He is a son ()f James W. and Elsie
(Dawson) Harness, both natives of Ohio, to which state the parents of
the former removed in an early day from Pennsylvania. Both the
Harness and Dawson families became early Settlers of the Rolling

. Prairie District of Laporte County, Indiana, and there Peter Harness
and his wife, grandparents of the subject of this review, continued to
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reside until their death, when venerable in years: they were numbered
among the earliest settlers of Laporte County and did well their part
in furtherance of its social and industrial development. Their remains
rest in Oak Grove Cemetery, one of the first established in that county,
and in this "God's acre" are to be found the graves of more than one
hundred of the direct and collateral representatives of this sterling
pioneer family.

James W. Harness long held precedence as one of the substantial
farmers and honored citizens of Laporte County, where he aided in
the reclamation of much land and developed a fine farm. He had the
distinction of breaking the land on which the City of Laporte is situated,
and utilized for this purpose a plow and four yokes of oxen. He was,
influential in public affairs of a local order and was one of the well
known and revered pioneer citizens of Laporte County at the time of
his death, which occurred when he was eighty-one years of age, his loved
and devoted wife having passed away at the age of sixty-five years:
the mortal remains of both repose in the historic old cemetery mentioned
in the preceding paragraph. Mrs. Harness was a daughter of Peter
Dawson, who was born in what is now the State of West Virginia, and
who was captured by the Indians when he was a lad of sixteen years.
He remained with the Indians for sixteen years, and then he was set
at liberty, in recognition of an act of bravery which he achieved for the
chief of the tribe. When thus liberated he was presented with a bushel
of silver coins, and he finally rejoined his family and learned anew the
habits of the white race, from which his long experience with the Indians
had largely weaned him. After his marria,ge he removed to Ohio, and
from that state he later came to Rolling Prairie, Laporte County,
Indiana, where he reclaimed a farm from the wilderness and endured
sturdily the labors and trials of. the pioneer. He continued his residence
in that county until his death, when about eighty years of age, and his
wife passed away at the age of seventy-five years. Both were consistent
members of the Christian Church, as were also James W. Harness arid
his wife, and the political faith of both families was that of the dem()-
cratic party. James W. and Elsie (Dawson) Harness became the parents
of twelve children, all of whom are living ex{)ept one, and of the number
James D., of this review, was the fifth in order of birth. All of the
surviving children are married and all of them save one have reared
children. Some of them still reside in Laporte County and the other
in Starke County, and all are prosperous representatives of the agri-
cultural industry in this favored section of the Hoosier State.

On th,e 7th of November, 1880, at the home of the bride's parents,
near Hamlet, Starke County, was sOlemnized the marriage of James D.
Harness. to Miss Margaret Roose, who was born in Stark County, Ohio,
on the 27th of April, 1858, and who is a daughter of John A. Roose,
adequate data concerning the family history being given in the sketch
of the career of Mrs. Harness' brother, Charles H. Roose, on other pages
of this volume.

At this juncture is entered brief record concerning the children of
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Mr. and Mrs. Harness: Altae is the wife of Perry Singleton, a pros-
perous farmer of DaviS Township, and they have six children; Curtis,
who is a representative farmer of Oregon Township,. wedded Miss
Josephine Doolittle and they have one son; Andrew, who is engaged in
business in the Village of Hamlet, married Miss Bertha Mann and they
have three daughters; Zillah is the wife of William Mann, another of
the successful farmers of Oregon Township, and they have two daughters;
Bertha is the wife of William Hubbard, who is engaged in dredging and
onion raising in Porter County, and they have one daughter; and
Leonora, Raymond and Everett remain at the parental home. The one
deceased child was Irving, who died at the age of fourteen months.

Mr. Harness is loyal and progressive as a citizen, gives his allegiance
to the democratic party, and has served in local offices of public trust,
both he and his wife being members of the Christian Church.

CHARLES O. HARNESS. The distinction of being the largest potato
and onion gr()wer of Northern Indiana is held by Charles O. Harness,
who occupies and operates 700 acres of land in sections 3, 4 and 5,
Oregon Township, Starke County. This property, known as the Garden
City Farm, is famous allover the county, it containing 400 acres of
muck land, which averages fifteen feet in depth and is remarkably pro-
ductive, being adaptable for the raising of almost any kind of crop, but
principally onions and potatoes. The career of lVlr. Harness has been
'one which is remarkable in many ways. Through his own exertions he
has risen from the position of laborer at $16 per month to the ownership
of one of the finest prope~ies in the state, and from obscurity to an
established place among his community's strongest and most influential
citizens.

Mr. Harness was born in a log house in Laporte County, Indiana,
AUgllst 21, 1872, and is a son of Frank and Jane (Forgey) Harness, the
former a native of Laporte County and the latter of Howard County,
Indiana. The grandfather, James Harness, was one of the early pioneers
of Laporte County, where he settled during the '408, and where the
balance of his life was passed in agricultural pursuits. For some years
the parents of Charles O. Harness were residents of Howard and Laporte
counties, but eventually came to Starke County and now live in Oregon
Township, where they have a small farm, the father being sixty-seven
years of age July 4, 1914, and the mother sixty-six October 10th of that
year. They are the parents of five sons and one daughter, all of whom
are married and live in Indiana.

Charles O. Harness was educated in the public schools o,f Laporte
County, which he attended until reaching the age of thirteen years, and
then entered upon a career Qf his own, since which time he has been
self-supporting. As a lad h(: was given employment as a farm hand at
75 cents per day, and then took a position at $16 per month, the greater
part of which wages he saved. He worked resolutely and industriously,
finally became the owner of a small property, and has gradually added to
his holdings until he now has 892 acres of land in Starke and Laporte
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counties, where he has resided for twenty-eight years. For three years
Mr. Harness was a member of the firm of Harness & Steenburg, which
controlled 3,500 acres of land, but this concern was diss~lved January
1, 1915.

The Garden City Farm gives the visitor the impression of viewing
a vast and luxuriant garden. In few parts of the state can be found
land that will produce two tons of hay to the acre, and Mr. Harness'
land has already yielded as high as 60,000 bushels of produce on eighty
acres in a year, although it generally produces about one-half that
amount, and has never gone below 22,000 bushels. It yields sixty-five
bushels of corn per acre, twenty-five to thirty-five bushels of wheat,
and fifty to sixty-eight bushels of oats, with other crops in proportion,
including from six thousand to seven thousand bushels of potatoes.
Mr. Harness maintains a station on the C. I. & S. Railroad, where all
trains stop for the flag, while all the locals stop for business. He has a
fine, modern fifteen-room residence, a 60 by 60 barn, bins for 10,000
bushels of wheat and oats and for about an equal amount of onions,
while other bins have a capacity almost as large for various other farm
products. He has another large residence for his employes, and a horse
barn 24 by 42 feet, and the whole set of buildings are painted a fine
yellow, are pleasantly and conveniently arranged and well equipped with
modern conveniences, and present an attractive appearance. In addi-
tion, Mr. Harness has a fine home and large barn just outside of the
Village of Hamlet, where he owns 200 acres of finely cultivated farming
land devoted to the growing of wheat, corn and oats.

As an employer of labor, Mr. Harness has done much to build-up the
county. During the greater part of the year he has from thirty to
fifty hands, who are well paid and well treated, and who have the greatest
confidence in their employer's fairness as well as his ab-ility. Mr. Harness
has devoted much attention to the feeding of live stock, having from
sixteen to twenty head of horses, used in his work, and large numbers of
hogs and cattle. A fum believer in modern machinery, he has had
especially made for him a thirty horse-power engine, with which he.can roll, disk and drag thirty acres in ten hours. '

In every way Mr. Harness is one of his community's most enterprising
and progressive men. It has been largely through his aetivities and
operations that this part of the county has become one of the acknowl-
edged centers of agricultural importance, and his intelligent labors in
the cultivation of his muck land (made up of decomposed vegetable
matter) have encouraged other farmers in seeking improved methods
to increase their output. His farm buildings are models of convenience
and labor-saving arrangement; each aere of his property is made to
produce to the full for the labor expended upon it; his live stock is fat,
sleek and content, and the entire property shows the thrift and good
management of its owner. In business circles his name is an honored
one, he having built up a substantial reputation through many years
of straightforward transactions and honest dealings, and as a citizen
he is known to be quick to support or lead any movement which promises
to make for civic betterment.
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Mr. Harness was married in Starke County to Miss Cora McCormick,
a sister of James McCormick, a sketch of whose career appears on
another page. of this work. She was born in 1872, in Lima, Ohio, was
taken as a child to Fort Wayne, Indiana, and when ten years of age
came to Starke County with her parents and here completed her educa-
tion. To Mr. and Mrs. Harness there have been born the following
children: Ruth, bo:rn in 1894, well educated at Hamlet, and for several
ye.ars bookkeeper for the firm of Harness & Steenberg, of which her
father was a partner; Orpha, born in 1896, who is a graduate of the
graded schools and resides at home with her parents; Clarence, who is
fifteen years of age and attending the Hamlet High School; Naomi,
born in 1901, and now a pupil in the seventh grade; and John, aged
ten years, who is in the fourth grade at school.

Mr. and Mrs. Harness are members of the Methodist Episcopal. Church. He is a republican in politics, although not a politician, and

has been somewhat interested in fraternal work, belonging to the Modern
Woodmen of America, the Knights of the Maccabees and the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, all at Hamlet.

,
AXEL JACOBSON. Oregon Township, Starke County, comprises a

locality of which any section of the state might be proud on account
of the enterprising class of agriculturists constituting it and the high
standard of citizenship displayed throughout its extent. In this class
may be mentioned Axel Jacobson, the owner of 100 acres of good land
in sections 11 and 14, who by his steady habits of industry has achieved
not only a competence, but has also established and ever maintained a
reputation which guarantees to him .any station that he might be willing
to accept.

Mr. Jacobson was born in Smoland, Sweden, in 1866, and belongs to
an old and honored family whose members lived in that country for
generations and were always known as honest, industrious, law-abiding
people, and members of the Lutheran Church. His grandfather was
Jacob, and his father August Jacobson, the latter of whom married a
Sw.edish maid, Christina Gustaveson, also a native of that province and
a member of an old family of Smoland. In 1888,. with their ten children,
the parents took passage from Copenhagen on the ship Tinglala, which
made port at the City of New York after a journey of twenty-one days,
and from that city the little party made its way to Chicago, where the
last child, a daughter, was born. There the parents and nine children
are still living, two daughters being still unmarried. The father is now
seventy-eight and the mother seventy-three years of age, and both have
been lifelong members of the Swedish Lutheran Church.

Axel Jacobson is the eldest save one of the family, and has been a
farmer all of his life. He received his education in the schools of his
native land, and was twenty-two years of age when he accempanied the
family to the United States, following which he was engaged in various
pursuits in the City of Chicago. He was quick to pick up the language
and customs ~f his adopted country, and was thrifty and industrious, so
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that about 1898 he went to Pulaski County, Indiana, and engaged in
agricultural pursuits. After five years spent there he came to Starke
County, settling on his present farm in sections 11 and 14, where he is
now the owner of 100 acres. Here he has made improvements that have
greatly increased the value of the property and made it one of the
attractive country places of this part of the county. In 1911 he erected
his present residence, a modern nine-room home, painted yellow, and
in addition has a substantial barn, granary, corn crib and outbuildings.
He carries on general farming, growing good crops of corn, wheat and
oats, and has twenty acres of muck land devoted to potatoes and onions.
In 1914 he grew 2,500 bushels of onions on four and a half acres, and
his land yielded 120 bushels of potatoes per acre. Mr. Jacobson is an
industrious, persevering farmer, and is meeting with success in all his
undertakings, as he richly deserves. In politics he is a republican, but
he has found little time for participation in public affairs, save for
stanchly supporting movements which are intended to advance the com-
munity's welfare. The family has always been connected with the
Lutheran Church.

While still a resident of Chicago, ~n 1896, Mr. Jacobson was married
to Miss Ureka Peterson, who was born in Skona, Southern Sweden,
January 25, 1864. She was reared and educated at her native place and
when twenty years of age came to the United States by way of Copen-'
hagen to New York, from whence she went to Chicago. Her parents
were Peter and Peternilla Larson, who followed their daughter to the
United States and are n~w residents of Hinsdale, Illinois, the father
being seventy-nine and the mother seventy-six years o~ age. Theybelong to the Lutheran Church. .

Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Jacobson: Albin,
born February 24, 1900, a graduate of the graded schools, who is assist-
ing his father and learning to be a farmer; Edwin A., born August 11,
1903, who is a student in the seventh grade of the public schools; and
Florence C., born February 20, 1905, who is a pupil in the fourth grade.

WILLIAM L. STUCK. The most modern methods in the vocation of
farming find a worthy representative and champion in the person of
William L. Stuck, who is operating as manager 140 acres of land known
as the Gunzenhauser Estate, located in section 23, Oregon Township..
Here he has resided since- March, 1911, and during this time has not
only secured recognition as an able and progressive farmer, but as a
good and public-spirited citizen who is ready to do his share in the
advancement of the community's interests. The neat and thrifty ap-
pearance of the property indicates his careful supervision, substantial
improvements are surrounded by well tilled fields, and all the accessories
and conveniences of a model farm are there found.

Mr. Stuck has the distinction of being a native of the Hoosier State,
having been born on his father's farm in Marshall County, April 1, 1877,
and is a son of John M. Stuck. His father was also born in Marshall
County, in 1850, a son of Harry and Sop,hia (Platt) St~ck, natives of



.

524 HISTORY OF STARKE COUNTY

Pennsylvania, whose parents were also born in that state. The grand-
parents of William L. Stuck were married in Pennsylvania and shortly
thereafter turned their faces toward Indiana, traveling overland on a
long and tedious journey and finally taking up their home among the
earliest pioneer settlers of Marshall County. There they resided for
many years on a property in the vicinity of Twin Lakes, their residence
there covering a period in which pioneer conditions were succeeded by
much settlement and evidences of cultivation, and there the grand-
father died about 1883, when aged about seventy years, the grandmothe;r
surviving him some twelve or fifteen years and passing away when
eighty years of age. They Were devout members of the Dutch Reformed
Church, were solid and substantial people and at all tim~s had the respect
and esteem of those .among whom they lived. The grandfather was a
democrat.

John M. Stuck was one of a family of four sons and four daughters,
and grew up on the home farm at Twin Lakes, subsequently adopting
the vocation of agriculturist as his own. He was ther~ married to
Miss Jane Horner, who was born near Warsaw, Indiana, in 1851, and
was reared in Fulton and Marshall counties; Four children were born
to Mr. and Mrs. Stuck in Marshall County. one of whom died there, and
in 1885 they came to Starke County, settling on a farm in Washington
Township. There they continued to reside until their retirement in
1902. Mr. Stuck is now a resident of Knox, while Mrs. Stuck lives at
South Bend. Three children were born to them in Starke County, and
live in South Bend: Floyd, who is single, and two daughters, Lula, who
is the wife of John W. Ashley, of South Bend, and has two children,
Fay and Gladys; and Grace, who is the wife of Chester Rea, of South
Bend, and has no children. Mr. Stuck is a democrat.

William L. Stuck received his early education in the district schools
of Marshall County, and was eight years of age when he accompanied
his parents to Starke County. Here, in Washington Township, he
completed his studies, and grew up a farmer, continuing to be so engaged
here until 1905, when he went back to Marshall County. There he
engaged in renting land until March, 191.1, when he came to Oregon
Township, where he has since been operating the Gunzenhauser Estate
on shares. Mr. Stuck uses the most modern methods in his work, and
is thoroughly versed in rotation of crops, which he practices with much
success. He raises a large acreage of corn, oats and cow peas, and has
also had profitable returns from his wheat fields. As a stock raiser he
feeds and maintains four horses, four head of milch cows and about a
dozen head of mixed swine, and the various other branches of modern
farming have been ably carried on under his supervision. Mr. Stuck's
home is a seven-room residence, nicely arranged, well equipped and
comfortably furnished, and the other buildings include a large barn
for his stock and grain, with outside cribs having a capacity for 900
or 1,000 bushels of corn and other cereals.

Mr. Stuck was married at Grovertown, Starke County, Indiana, to
Miss Erma E. Lish, who was born in Nebraska, August 11, 1882. She
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was there reared and educated until she reached the age of eight years,
at which time her mother died in the prime of life and her father came
to Starke County, Indiana, locating in Oregon Township, where he is
still engaged in agricultural pursuits at the age of sixty-five years. Mr.
Lish was born and reared in Marshall County, Indiana, and was too
young to enlist when the Civil war broke out, but in 1863, when only
fifteen years of age, managed to get himself accepted by the recruiting
officers and joined an Indiana regiment of volunteer ca,valry. With
this organization he served for two years, or until the close of the war,
and, while he was never captured or woundea, he strained his back
while in the service, and from this injury he still suffers. Mr. Lish
is a stalwart republican, and is a member of the United Brethren Church,
to which his wife also belonged. She was formerly Miss Laura Switzer,
who was born in Ohio, reared in Marshall County, Indiana, and died
in Nebraska, as before stated. Other members of Mrs. Stuck's family
have had military careers, as her great-grandfather served as a brave
and faithful soldier during the War of 1812, and one of her most prized
possessions is the old flint-lock gun which was carried in his campaigns
by this patriot, the date on the stock, "1812," indicating its service. Mr.
Lish's great-great-uncle, Yeakley, was a soldier in the Revolutionary
war. Mr. Stuck has a testament that belonged to his grandmother and
was printed in the year 1812.

Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Stuck: R:aymond,
who. died at the age of one year and nine months j Forest L., born
December 7, 1906, who is attending school j and Ernest Floyd, the baby,
born June 2, 1909. While Mr. and Mrs. Stuck are not professed mem-
bers of any church they ~ve freely to religious movements and are
charitably and generously inclined. Mr. Stuck is a republican in his
political views, but has not fl;)und the time nor the inclination to enter
public life in search of the honors of office.

WILLIAM A. GROSHANS. Relative to the history of Starke County
there are many points of special interest in the career of M~. Groshans,
who is one of the most prominent and influential citizens of the Village
of Hamlet, where he has been engaged in the livery business for more
than a quarter of a century. The old homestead farm on which he
was born and which he now owns has about half of its area within the
corporate limits of Hamlet, and on this part of the farm is established
his large and finely' equipped livery barn, besides which his attractive
and modern residence also is on the old homestead. He is a scion in
the third generation of one of the honored pioneer families of Starke
County, his paternal grandfather having been the original owner of the
fine homestead mentioned and having obtained the land when it was
virtually in its wild state and lay contiguous to Hamlet, which was
then composed of only a few buildings and fully justified its name.
Mr. Groshans has maintained his home at Hamlet from the time of
his birth to the present and few of the native sons of Starke County can
claim within its borders a wider circle of friends.
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In the old home, the site of which is now within the limits of Hamlet,
Mr. Groshans was born on the 17th of April, 1868, and here he was reared
to maturity under the sturdy discipline of the farm, the while he did
not neglect to profit duly by the advantages offered in the public schools
of the village. He is a son of Philip, and Eliza (Humphrey) Groshans,
the latter a representative of a sterling pioneer family of Center Town-
ship, this county. Philip Groshans was born in Ohio, in the year 1834,
and was there reared to adult age. In 1852, when about eighteen
years of age, he accomp.anied his parents on their removal from the old
Buckeye State to Starke County, Indiana, his father becoming one of
the pioneer settlers of Oregon Township, where the farm was reclaimed
from the wilderness to effective cultivation and where the parents
passed the residue of their lives. Philip Groshans gave to his father
effective aid in the clearing and development of the farm, and in 1866,
at Knox, was solemnized his marriage to Miss Eliza Humphrey. They
established their home on the semi-rural farm now owned by their son,
William A., of this review, and, with mutual ambition, industry and
devotion they worked to improve the property and to achieve inde-
pendence and merited prosperity, which rew~rds were not denied to
them. They continued to reside on the old homestead until the close
of their lives, and their names merit enduring place on the roster of
the noble and honored pioneers of Starke County. Mrs. Groshans was
summoned to eternal rest on the 16th of March, 1904, at the age of
sixty-three years, and her husband did not long survive her, as his
death occurred on the 22d of September, 1907, at which time he was
seventy-three years of age. Both he and his wife were members of the
Methodist Church of Hamlet. He was a man of strong personality and
well fortified convictions, was upright and considerate in all of the
relations of life, and upon his career there rests no shadow of wrong-
doing or injustice. He was a stalwart democrat and though never
ambitious for public office he. served with efficiency as a trustee of
Oregon Township. Of the children four sons and two daughters at-
tained to years of maturity, the subject of this sketch being the eldest
of the number, and he was the father of one son, Carl Deverre, who
died in infancy. Frederick is a resident of Hamlet and has three
children, namely, Guy, BI~nche and Mamie; Alta P. is the wife of
George Rosebury, residing in Hamlet; May L. is the wife of Frank
Sullivan, of Portland, Oregon, and they have one daughter, Violet;
Orrin, a farmer and mechanic of Oregon Township, is a bachelor;
Orpha died at the age of three years; Otto, who is a successful farmer
near Demotte, Jasper County, has three daughters, namely Queen,
Violet and Rae.

William A. Groshans established his present livery business in 1887,
and his barn is a building 50 by 120 feet in dimensions, being eligibly
situated on Starke Street. He has kept his equipment up to the highest
standard at all times and the effective service given for so many years
has been the basis of the large and appreciative supporting patronage
which he has received. He is a lover of horses, and his loyalty in this
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respect is shown by his retention of superannuated animals which he
has retired "on pension" and to which he gives the best of care. His
business involves the keeping of an average of fifteen horses, and in
his stables at the present time will be found on the retired list his
faithful old mare "Bessie," which has been here quartered fQr twenty-
seven years and which bore a colt in 1913. Her mate, "Bird," died
in 1913, at the age of twenty-eight years, and from these two~aithful old
mares Mr. Groshans has recruited some of the best horses in his stables.
Since 1907 he has been the owner of the old homestead farm, which
comprises eighty acres and to which his mother retained title until her
death, in the year mentioned. The farm is well improved and forty
acres of the tract now lies within the corporate limits of Hamlet. Mr.
Groshans gives his personal supervision to the farm as well as to his
substantial livery business, and the place, maintained in high fertility
through scientific methods, gives large yields of wheat, corn, oats,
onions, etc., the farm having yielded in recent years an average of
thirty bushels of wheat to the acre and eight bushels of corn.

Mr. Groshans is intensely loyal to and appreciative of his native
county and has here found ample scope for productive and profitable
enterprise, the while he has at all times been ready to aid in those
undertakings that have tended to conserve the general good of the
community. H() is aligned as a supporter of the cause of the democratic
party and seJ;'ved for some time as supervisor of OrE;)gon Township.
Both he and his wife hold membership' in the Methodist Episcopal
Church, and he is affiliated with the Knights of Pythias and the Inde-
pendent Order of Odd Fellows.

In Lake County, this state; in the year 1897, was recorded the mar-
riage of Mr. GroShans to Miss Minnie L. Thomas, who was born on a farm
near Lowell, that county, on the 22d of December, 1867, and who for
sixteen years was a specially efficient and pop~lar teacher in the public
schools---in Lake and Starke counties. Her pedagogic services were
continued for four years after her marriage, as the work was a source
of much pl()asure and satisfaction to her. Mrs. Groshans is a daughter
of Eugene and Elsie (Dickson) Thomas, who were early settlers in
Lake County, where the father became a representative farmer and
influential and honored citizen. He was born in the State of New York
and after the death of his loved and gracious wife he came to Starke
County and passed the evening of his life in the home of his daughter,
Mrs. Groshans, where he died at the age of seventy-four years, his wife
having passed away two years before. Each of them had been previously
married and each had children by both unions. Of the second marriage
two were born-Mrs. Groshans and Orrin, the latter being a successful
farmer near Lowell, Lake County, and being the father of two daughters, .

Lillian and Violet.

LEWIS RASCHKA. The fiscal and educational affairs of California
Township have never been better administered nor intrusted to more-
efficient hands than to the present toWnship trustee, Lewis Raschka,
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whose term of six years in that office will expire January 1, 1915. Mr.
Raschka has lived in one section, section 9 of California Township, prac-
tically all his life, repre~ents a family of pioneer German people, and
has been successful in the management of his own affairs and public
spirited in all his r~lations with the community.

Mr. Raschka owns 120 acres in his farm in section 9, besides which
he has 25% acres in section 35, and half of an undivided interest in
120 acres in section 21. It has been largely through his own efficient
labors that his home farm and the small farm have been iniproved.
Some idea of his management as a farmer may be understood from a
brief statement concerning the condition of his land in 1914. Eighty
acres are improved and in cultivation up to the very best standards of
that locality. About his home is an excellent bearing orchard, contain-
ing 180 trees. The land is thoroughly drained, and among the improve-
ments are a fine barn, 30x6S feet, 'built in 1906, and adjoining that a
silo of eighty tons capacity. There are granaries, and also an auto-
mobile shed, 20x30 feet. His comfortable seven-room house was built
about twenty years ago. Among his crops he raises forty acres of corn
with an average of fifty bushels to the acre, some ten or twelve acres of
wheat, averaging twenty bushels to the acre, and other grain crop$.
For the past nine years Mr. Raschka has derived much of his revenue
as a farmer from a small dairy, running from twelve to sixteen cows,
and shipping about two hundred pounds of milk per day.

Lewis Raschka was born in California Township, near his present
home, on August 22, 1866. His home has never been off section 9 in
all the years of his residence. He grew up in this community, was edu-
cated in the public schools of his time, and has made farming his voca-
tion. Mr. Raschka comes of a German family, being a son of John and
Mary (Kane) Raschka, both natives of Germany, who came when young
people to this country and to Northwestern Indiana. Before their mar-
riage John Raschka was employed for some time during the construc-
tion of the Pennsylvania Railroad through Starke County. They were
married in 1852, and then bought forty acres of wild land in section 9
of California Township.. They were among the pioneers, were thrifty
and industrious young Germans, and though they started life in a simple
log. cabin, without comforts, in a few years they had developed a good
farm and were able to provide home and school advantages to their chil-
dren. Their farm in time was increased to 140 acres, all of it paid for,
and with money in the bank besides. This prosperity represented a
steady progress from the time when John Raschka landed in this coun-
try with only 50 cents, though with a strong and an active mind and
ambition. He was one of the pioneers of Starke County to whom
should be credited a substantial share in the upbuilding and improve-
ment of the land. In politics he was a democrat. He died at his old
home on May 4, 1899. Another fact which will always be remem'bered
to his credit, and of which his descendants will be increasingly proud,
was his service of more than three years in the Union army during the
Civil war. He enlisted from Starke County, and was one of the pri-
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vate soldiers who did their part with fidelity and insured the integrity

of the Union. His death occurred at the age of sixty-nine. His widow

is now living in Starke County with her daughter, Mrs. Johp Marks,

Lewis Raschka was the second among six sons and five daughters, .and

five of the sons and two of the daughters are still living' and all married

except one son.

Lewis Raschka was married in Wayne Township of Starke County,

September 19, 1894, to Lulu May Flagg. Mrs. Raschka was born in

Wayne Township., May 25,1878, a daughter of John and Mary (Mosher)

Flagg, who are still living on the old farm in Wayne Township, both

being now past three score years of age. Mr. Raschka and wife are the

parents of seven children: Carl D., at home; Ada, a student in the

Knox public schools; Audrey, Dorothy and Lucile, all attending the

local schools; and Marjory and Elinor June. Mr.. Raschka has always

been identified with the democratic party, and has taken a part in local

politics and particularly in behalf of the schools. Mrs. Raschka is a

true type of the genial, cordial Indiana lady. Her pretty home is her

paradise and to her children she is a devoted mother. She has been an

able factor to her husband in the building up of their happy home.

Their modern residence is lighted by an acetylene plant, and Mr. and

Mrs. Raschka have a fine four cylinder Page motor car. Their pleasant

home is ever open to their many friends, and the stranger meets a cor-

dial receptio~. At the beautiful estate of Mr. and Mrs. Raschka, known -
as "The Twin Oaks Dairy and Stock Farm," the stranger meets a cor-

dial reception.

CHARLES RASCHKA. One of the progressive and able exP:Onents of

the agricultural industry in Starke County, Mr. Raschka resides upon

and gives effective supervis~onto the well improved farm which was the

place of his birth and which is eligibly situated in section 9, California

Township, adequate data concerning the family history being given on

other pages of this work, in the sketch of the career of Lewis Raschka, a

brother of him whose name introduces this article.

Charles Raschka was born on his present farmstead on the 29th of

November, 1874, and here he has continuously maintained his home snve

for an interval of five years, during which he was in the employ of the

New York, Chicago & St. Louis Railroad Company, commonly knoW{!

as the Nickel Plate Line, on which he served first as fireman and later

as an engineer. The farm to which .he is now giving his effective man-

agement was obtained by his ~ather, the late John Raschka, prior to

the Civil war, during a portion of which great conflict he served as II.

valiant soldier in. an Indiana regiment. Mr. Raschka ts indebted'tothe

public schools of his native township for his early educational discipline,

and he early gained fellowship with honest toil, through his association

with the work of the home farm. This association continued without

interruption until he had attained to the age of twenty-three years, when

he left the parental home to enter railway service, as already' intimated

in this paragraph. Since his return to the old homestead he has been
84
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very successful in his operations as a general agriculturist and stock-
grower. He devotes an average of forty acres to the propagation of
wheat, about thirty acres to corn, and also raises a due amount of tim-
othy, much of which he u~es in the feeding of his live stock. The farm
comprises 140 acres, is well improved and is maintained by him at a
high standard of productivity. Mr. Raschka's civic loyalty is never of
wavering order and he is always ready to do his part in the furtherance
of measures and enterprises advanced for the general good of the com-
munity, his political allegiance being given to the democratic party.

In the City of Chicago, March 18) 1912, Mr. Raschka was united in
marriage to Mrs. Edith Johnson, nee Bolin, who was born in Vigo
County, Indiana, February 24, 1882, and who passed much of her girl-
hood in Pulaski and Vigo counties, this state, where she received excel-
lent educational advantages. She is a daughter of Sherman and Eliza
(Combs) Bolin, who now reside in the City of Chicago, where the father
is a successful contractor and builder. By her first marriage Mrs.
Raschka has one daughter, Helen, who was born May 8, 1903, in Chi-
cago, and who is now attending the public schools in her home town-
ship. Mr. and Mrs. Raschka have one daughter, Catherine, who was
born in the year 1913, and one son, Donal,d Owen, born December 7,
1914. Mrs. Charles Raschka is a lady of most pleasing personality, pos-
sessed of a kind, sympathetic and tender heart, and has words of
sympathy for those who are distressed and unfortunate: She is her
husband's counselor and adviser, in home and business affairs, and looks
upon her happy home and her little children as the best of blessings.
Mr. and Mrs. Raschka are citizens who, like his brother Lewis and wife,
are classed amongst the best citizens of Starke County, Indiana.

HENRY F ALKENTHAL. A resident of his present property for ten
years, Henry Falkenthal came to Oregon Township, Starke COUIity,
with but little capital save that represented by his ambition, native
industry and inherent energy. At the present time he is the owner
of 120 acres of well cultivated land in sections 27 and 34. This is an
excellent illustration of what may be accomplished by men of brains
who are willing to apply themselves earnestly to the cultivation of such
fertile agricultural regions as this part of Indiana. At the same time
Mr. Falkenthal has not neglected to perform the duties of citizenship
thoroughly and well, and as a result his standing among the citizensof his community is high. .

Henry Falkenthal was born in Schleswig-Holstein, Germany, Novem-
ber 1, 1851, and belongs to a family of good old German stock, being a
son of Hanus and Anna (Lase) Falkenthal. The parents were both born
in Germany, where the father was a miller by vocation and a thrifty,industrious man. He did not live long enough to realize many of his "-

worthy ambitions, for his death occurred when he was still in middle
life, the mother surviving him for many years and being more than
three score years old at the' time of her demise. They were confirmed
members of the German Lutheran Church, jn the faith of which they
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reared their children, of whom there were eight, six growing up and
three marrying, although Henry has been the only one to come to the
United States.

Henry Falkenthal secured his educati'on in the pubiic schools of his
native land, and received his introduction to business life in his father's
mill, in which he worked until reaching the age of fourteen years. Think-
ing to prepare him for a useful and independent position in life, his
father then sent him to learn the trade of cabinet maker, and later he
pecame a house carpenter, and an all around mechanic. Thus fitted,
he decided to try his fortunes in the United States, having received
glowing reports concerning the opportunities to be found in this land,
and accordingly took passage on a ship sailing from Bremen. After
two weeks of rough sailing the vessel made port at New York City, and
Mr. Falkenthal made his way from the metropolis to Parker's Prairie,
Minnesota, there securing employment at his trade of carpenter. Sub-
sequently he went to Alexandria, where he was also employed at his
vocation, but in 1885, with his friend, Frank Lee, he started with teams
for the Territory of Washington, and after a long and tedious trip,
crowded with hardships and discouragements, arrived at Bozeman City.
This trip was made along the line of the Northern Pacific Railway, and
part of the journey was made with feed but without water, while another
part was traversed with water but without food. When the destination
was reached, after nine weeks of travel, Mr. Falkenthal began contract-
ing to haul brick for the roundhouse of the Northern Pacific Railway,
and when he had fulfilled this contract accepted others, so that he
remained in the West for four years. At the end of that time he moved
to Chicago and there continued as a house carpenter for several years
When the famous World's Columbian Exposition closed, Mr. Falken-
thaI, having married, went to Syracuse, New York, and after one year
entered upon his career as an a",oriculturist by renting a farm near that
city.

Mr. Falkenthal had had no real practical experience in this line,
but courageously set about to train himself in the methods of the farmer.
After a short time in New York he found that the high rent was con-
suming too much of his earnings, and he gave up his property and
returned to Chicago, where he industriously resumed his trade and
succeeded in the accumulation of several hundred dollars. The sur-
roundings of city life, however, he felt would not agree with his growing
children and accordingly, in 1905, he again took up the pursuits of
farming, locating on his p'resent property in sections 27 and 34, his
home being in the latter section. When he came he was possessed of
but $400, but this he gave as a first payment on the land, valued then
at $3,300, although it is now worth a great deal more. Since then he
has practically freed himself of. indebtedness and has made improve-
ments on his farm that have greatly enhanced its value, these including
1,000 rods of Woven wire fence. He has a barn 22 by 32 feet, a good
granary, well built cribs and other buildings, and his house contains
seven rooms and basement and is. very attractive in its coat of white
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paint with green trimmings. The land is of the sandy loamy kind t'hat
will grow practically everything, and Mr. Falkenthal carries on general
operations, finding a ready and profitable market for his products. He
keeps eight head of horses, twenty-five head of cattle, eighty head of
hogs and sixteen head of ,sheep, as well as ducks, geese, chickens and
turkeys. He is a thrifty and progressive farmer, and his success should
prove encouraging to those who are starting their struggles with life
without means or other advantageous influences.

While a resident of Chicago, in 1890, Mr. Falkenthal was united in
marriage with Miss Frances Schmidt, who was born at Posen, Province
of West Prussia, Germany, June 10, 1866. Both her parents died in
Germany, the father when sixty years of age and the mother when she
had reached the age of fifty. They were members of the Catholic
Church and were the parents of five daughters and two sons, all
except one of whom came to the United States single and were here
married.. Six of the children are still living and all of these have
families. To Mr. and Mrs. Falkenthal there have been born the fol-
lowing children: Helen, who died at the age of one year; Henry, Jr.,
a successful farmer of Washington Township, Starke County, married
Mary Forteaur and they have one daughter-Bernice; Carl J., aged
twenty years and assisting his father in the operation of the homestead,
was married November 11, 1914, to Genevieve Fortier, who was born
at Harvey, Illinois, in.1896, and whose parents, of French and American
stock, now reside at Crown Point Lake, Indiana; Louis F., born June 18,
1896, well educated in high school and college and now a popular teacher
in the public schools of Oregon Township; Fred Frank, born in 1898,
who graduated from the graded schools in 1912 and is now assisting his
father in the work of the homestead; and Elizabeth F., born May 30,
1900, who is a pupil in the eighth grade at Grovertown. Mr. Falkenthal
is a member of the Lutheran Church, while Mrs. Falkenthal is a Roman
Catholic. Mr. Falkenthal's political beliefs make him a stanch repub-
lican.

BENJAMIN F. ANDERSON. Among those who have been prominent
and successful representatives of the agricultural industry in Starke
County is the well known citizen whose name heads this paragraph.
Mr. Anderson has been an influential citizen of Oregon Township, where
he still resides on his fine landed estate, in section 18, though he has now
practically retired from the active and productive labors which marked
his career for many years. His abiding interest in the history and
welfare of the county is shown by his co-operation in the compiling of
this publication and it is manifestly imperative that within its pages
be incorporated a brief review of his career.

Benjamin F. Anderson was born on a farm near Canton, the fine
judicial center of Starke County, Ohio, on the 12th of February, 1842,
and in the agnatic line he is a scion of sturdy Scotch-Irish stock, his
grandfather, George Ande~on, having been born in Ireland, where
he was reared and educated and whence he immigrated to America when
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he .was a young man. In Pennsylvania he wedded a young woman of
German lineage, and there they p,assed the remainder of their lives,
his vocation having been that of farming and his death having occurred
Bhortly before the birth of his only child. His widow subseq'Jently
contracted a second marriage and she was of venerable age at the time
of her death, her religious faith having been that of the Lutheran Church,
George Anderson, Jr., the only child of the first marriage, was born in
the Cumberland Mountains district of Pennsylvania, on the 5th of
March, 1805, and there he was reared to maturity on the homestead
farm. At the age of eighteen years he entered UpOB an "apprenticeship
to the blacksmith's trade, in which he became an expert artisan. At
the age of twenty-one years he married Miss Sarah Fulks, who was born
in Pennsylvania, in 1808, of German parents, the latter having been
residents of Cumberland County at the time of their death and the father
having been a prosperous farmer. Both he and his wife were earnest
communicants of the Lutheran Church.

After his marriage George Anderson resided for some time, on the
far~ of his father-in-law, and there his two eldest children were born
-William and George III. About the year 1836 he set forth with his
family to establish a new home in Ohio, the journey having been made
with team and wagon, and after arriving in the Buckeye State he obtained
from the Government forty acres of wild land in Wood County., He
became one of the pioneer settlers of that county and one of the early
exponents of the blacksmith trade in that section, where he established
a blacksmith shop on his farm. He reclaimed much of his land and on
this homestead were born three of his children, Mary A., John and
Elizabeth. He finally disposed of his property in Wood County and
.emoved to Stark County, that state, where he purchased a small farm,
north of Canton, and established a blacksmith shop. This place con-
tinued to be the family home for several years, and there three more
children were added to the family circle-Sarah, Benjamin F. and
Julia Ann. About 1848 removal was made to Columbiana County, Ohio,
where the father purchased a conswerable tract of land and gave his
entire attention to its improvement and cultivation, his retirement from
the work of his trade having been made imperative, owing to the heat
of the forge having a deleterious effect upon his health. After remain-
ing in Columbiana County three years he sold his farm and removed
to Michigan City, Indiana, and in October, 1852, he came thence to
Starke County, where he purchased Government land in Oregon Town-
ship and turned himself vigorously and effectively to its reclamation
and improvement. This pioneer homestead, in section 32, was high
land, though much of the surrounding country was low and swampy
and waited for proper drainage facilities in later years to effect its
reclamation. Wild game was plentiful in this section of the county at
the time and the subject of this sketch recalls that in his youth he has
seen many droves of deer near the old home, one herd having had
160 head by actual count. The family slumbers were often disturbed
by the howling wolves, and ducks and mink were to be found in large
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numbers in the surrounding swamps. The original domicile of the
family was a typical pioneer cabin of round logs, the roof being made of
shakes or boards and all appointments and facilities being of most
primitive type. To provide for the family the father had to secure
work at Michigan City at intervals, and in the meanwhile his wife and
children had charg'e of the work of the home farm, which comprised
eighty acres. George Anderson II, the pioneer founder of the family
in Starke County, eventually became the owner of a well improved farm
of 160 acres, and in the excellent house which he erected on the place
both he and his wife passed the closing years of their long and useful lives,
both having been zealous and consistent member-s of the Lutheran Church
and both having contributed their quota to the social and industrial
development of this now favored section of the Hoosier State. Mrs.
Anderson was summoned to eternal rest on the 15th of August, 1873,
and her husband passed away on the 27th of March in the following
year. In politics Mr. Anderson was a staunch democrat and he was
prominent in public affairs of a local order during the years of his
residence in Starke County. At Michigan City was born the youngest
child, Eliza, who is deceased, the name of her husband having been
Deardorf. Of the entire number of children three sons and flOur
daughters are living and all are married and have children.

Benjamin F. Anderson was a lad of ten years at the time of the
family removal to Starke County, and here he was reared under the
conditions and influences of the pioneer days, the while he availed
himself of the advantages afforded in the schools of the locality and
thus laid the foundation for the broad fund of knowledge which he
has since acquired through self-discipline and active association with
men and affairs. t

When the dark cloud of civil war cast its pall over the national
horizon the intrinsic patriotism of Mr. Anderson was roused to responsive
protest, and on the 22d of October, 1862, at the age of twenty years, he
enlisted as a private in Company D, Twenty-ninth Indiana Volunteer
Infantry, commanded by Col. J oh~F'. Miller, and with Captain McMoore
in command of Company D. Mr. Anderson proceeded with his regiment
to the front and he continued in active service as a loyal and valiant
soldier of the Union for three years and two days, within this period
having taken part in many engagements and having lived up to the
full tension of the great conflict through which national integrity was ,
preserved. He received his honorable discharge in the City of Atlanta,
Georgia, after having taken part in the Atlanta campaign and having
participated in the battles of Chickamauga and Liberty Gap, in which
latter engagement a bullet penetrated his clothing, this being one of
numerous narrow escapes that attended hIs military career. From the- Co

time of receiving his discharge up to the present time Mr. Anderson has
, continued his residence in Starke County, save for a period of two

years, 1884-5, passed as a farmer in the State of Kansas. Mr. Anderson
was long numbered among the industrious, progressive and representa-
tive farmers of Starke County and has well earned the generous pros-
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perity that now attends him, his attractive home since his retirement
having been maintained within the corporate limits of the Village of
Hamlet.

Paying allegiance to the republican party, Mr. Anderson has taken
a loyal interest in all that has touched the civic and material welfare
of his home county and has been called upon to serve in local offices
of public trust. He has served as a member of the advisory board of
the county and as road supervisor of Oregon Township. In his election
to the advisory board he received a larger majority than had ever before
been given, or has been since that time, to a candidate for this office
in Oregon Township. He polled in the election all but two votes, and
it became known that these two opposing ballots were those cast by him-
self and his opponent, the latter having given to himself the support
of his own vote. In later years Mr. Anderson has given effective service
as overseer of gravel roads in his township., a position from which he
retired on the 1st of January, 1914, after having been the incumbent
for seven years. Both he and his wife are zealoU5 members of the
Methodist Episcopal Church and he is affiliated with the Grand Army
of the Republic.

On the 23d of November, 1865, was solemnized the marriage of Mr.
Anderson to Miss Rebecca Mowrer, of Bourbon Township, Marshall
County. She was born in Wayne County, Ohio, on the 25th of June,
1842, and was but four years of age when her parents removed to Wa-
bash County and established their home on a pioneer farm in the midst
of the forest wilds. Her father there" reclaimed a farm and on this
homestead he died in the year 1860. Mrs. Anderson is a daughter of
Jesse and Rebecca (Briner) Mowrer, both of German lineage. Mr.
Mowrer was born in Pennsylvania, on the 10th of August, 1829, and
as ~ young man he married Miss Rebecca Briner, in Ohio, of which
state she was a native. They established their home in Wabash County,
Indiana, in 1846, and there Mr. Mowrer died in 1860, as previously
noted. His wife passed the closing years of her life in Marshall County,
where she died on the 23d of June, 1878, both having been reared in
the faith of the Lutheran Church but having been members of the
United Brethren Church for many years prior to their death. They
reared a large family of children.

Mr. and Mrs.. Anderson became the parents of five children, con-
cerning whom brief record is here entered: Charles B.., who was born
December 1; 1867, died June 27, 1903, having married but having left
no children; Anna, who was born July 8, 1874, is the wife of Theodore
Roose and they have no children; Lorena, who was born April 21, 1877, \

. is the wife of John Rector, of Walkerton, St. Joseph County, and they
have one son, Lawrence E., and he is a soldier in the Regular Army;
Ada, who was born August 27, 1882, died on the 12th of June, 1884;
and Ethel M., who was born March 28, 1886, is the wife of Charles
Thomas, a prosperous farmer of Oregon Township, their three children
being Phyllis, Marjorie and Beatrice.

.
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JOSEPH E. DEMoNT. Of the men who have actively p,articipated in
the agricultural transformation of Starke County during the past three
decades, none are better or more favorably known than Joseph' E.
DeMont who has resided in the county since 1880, and since 1892 has
been the owner of a well cultivated property in the southeast corner of
North Bend Township. Mr. DeMont has devoted his entire life to agri,.
cultural pursuits, and comes of a long line of tillers of the soil. His
career has been one of steady industry and well directed efforts, and
through periods of adverse fortune 8B well as tiInes of prosperity he has
persevered and by hard labor has overcome every obstacle. At the same
time he has not been too busy to recognize and appreciate the needs of
his community, fl,nd while advancing his own interests has contributed
materially to those of his township.

Joseph E. DeMont was born in Marshall County near Plymouth,
Indiana, April 25, 1853, a son of George A. and Roxanna (Collins)
DeMont. His father was born in New York State February 15, 1814,
and was first married September 4, 1835, to Jane Isabell Silverthorn.
To this union were born three children: Mary Jane, Nallcy and James.
The first wife died June 24,1844. On March 7,1845, George A. DeMont
married Roxanna Collins, who was born September 20, 1821. They were
married in Michigan, and for several years lived in Berrien County,
where their first two children were born. About 1847 they removed to
Marshall County, Indiana, settling on new land and devoting them-
selves to agricultural pursuits within three or four miles of Plymouth.
There the secon<!Mrs. DeMont 'died August 24, 1855, the mother of one
daughter anI;! 'five sons. On December 25, 1855, George A. DeMont
married Kisier Pettis, and to that union were born six children, three
sons and three daughters. After his last marriage the father removed
to Rochester, Fulton County, Indiana, and died there February 28,
1888. He was a member 'of the Church of God and took an active
and prominent part in its work, being largely influential in the build-
ing of the church of that faith in Marshall County. In politics a dem-
ocrat, he took an interest in the success of his party and held several.
minor offices in the communities in which he resided. Of the children
of George A. and his wife Roxanna DeMont, all grew up and were mar-
ried with the exception of one. Those living at the present time are:
William, a carpenter of Rochester, who is married and has a son and
daughter, both married; George, who conducts a repair shop at Mich-
igan City, Indiana, is a widower and has a son and a daughter; and
Joseph E.

, Joseph E. DeMont grew up on his father's farm in Marshall County
and there received his education in the district schools. When he came.
to enter upon his own career he adopt,ed the vocation of farming as his
life work, and in 1880 came as a tiller of the soil to Starke County.
Here he was variously engaged until 1892, in which year he purchased
one hundred acres of good land in Section 26 of North Bend Township.
On this property there had been but little cultivating done, and no
improvements had been made, but Mr. DeMont set about remedying
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these defects. With his own hands he started to }Jut up buildings and'
install other improvements, and so ably and faithfully has he worked
that he now has sixty-five acres cleared and under cultivation, with two
acres in orchard, and thirty-five acres of wooded land. His improve-
ments include a red frame barn 24x30 feet, with sheds attached, 18x.24
feet, a white eight-room frame house with basement and in excellent
repair, including modern conveniences, as well as other outbuildings.
Mr. DeMont has done some specializing in the line of raising fruit, but
devotes the greater part of his attention to general farming, raising
corn, wheat and oats, and breeding fine horses, cattle and hogs. He is
an able farmer and an excellent judge of cattle, while as a business man
he is known to be shrewd and far-seeing, though posse8.\!ed of the strict.:
est integrity. He is appreciated for his sterling traits of character, for
his genial manner and for his substantial contribution to the welfare of
the community in which he has resided for thirty-five years.

Mr. DeMont was married at Knox, Indiana, in 1880, to Miss Mar-
garet J. Shaw, who was born in Kosciusko County, Indiana, April 28,
1861, and educated in Starke County, where the greater part of her
life has been spent. She is a daughter of Joseph and Abigali (Horne~)
Shaw, the former of whom was born December 8, 1831, the first white
child in Hancock County, Ohio. Mr. Shaw was a son of Henry and
Margaret (Williams) Shaw, natives of Richland County, Ohio, and
pioneer settlers of Hancock County that state. After the birth of their
children they came in 1851 to Starke. County, Indiana. Here Joseph.
Shaw entered land in Section 24, North Bend Township, which 'was
then all in the woods, and there the family succeeded in making a com-
fortable home. Henry Shaw died at the home of his son Joseph when
past eighty years of age, Mrs. Shaw having died a number of years
before, when the family was still living in Marshall County. They

. were lifelong members of the Baptist Church and Mr. Shaw was a stal.
wart democrat.

Joseph Shaw was about of age when he accompanied the family to
Starke County and continued to be engaged in the cultivation of his
land until he enlisted for service during the Civil war. After two
months in the Union s,rmy he contracted a severe case of the measles
and was sent home on a furlough and not asked to return to his regi-
ment. After two years, 1863 to 1865, in the mountains, in order to
recuperate he returned to Starke County and since that time has resided
in North Bend Township, at the present time making his home with
his son-in-law and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. DeMont, and being hale and
hearty at the age of eighty-three years. He is a Baptist, in the faith
of which church Mrs. Shaw died. Mr. Shaw was an industrious and
hard-working man, and won success through close and intelligent appli-
cation of modern methods to his work. He has always held the esteem
of the community in which he has lived so long, and has numerous warm
and appreciative friends.

To Mr. and Mrs. DeMont there have been born the following chil.
dren: Joseph E., who died as a child of eighteen months; Abigail,
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who is the wife of Columbus Hall of Culver and. has no children; Wil.
liam, a resident of Knox, who is m&rried and has one daughter, Dorothy
Alice; Anna J., who for some years was one of' Starke County's pop-
ular school teachers, and now the wife of Ray Terry of Bass Lake, asso-
ciated in business with his father Warren Terry; Lulu M., who holds a
business position in Chicago; Maude P., at home; Elnora, who died at
the age of eighteen months; E. Earl, a high school student; and Edna
and Alice, who are attending the grade schools. Mr. and Mrs. DeMont
and their children are members of the Church of God. In political
matters he is a stanch democrat.

HENRY L. MARSH. Among the men of Starke County who have long
been identified with a.gricultural pursuits, and whose labors are reflected
in the beautiful country homes and productive farms which give this
locality prestige among the farming communities of the state, HenrY
L. Marsh, of Oregon Township, is worthy of more than passing notice.
He comes of German ancestry, his parents an~ grandparents having been
born m Germany, where the family resided for many generations, its
members being always known as people of industry and honesty, largely
engaged in the pursuits of the soil. The grandfather of Henry L. Marsh
spent his entire life in Wurtemberg, Germany, being a farmer, and he
and the grandmother were faithful members of the Lutheran Church.
They were the parents of one son and child, Henry, the father of Henry
L. of this review.. Henry Marsh was born April 1, 1819, and was still a small lad when

his father died, so that he received only a limited education and was
early thrown upon his own resources, being compelled to earn a living
for himself and his widowed mother, who survived many years and died
in her native province. As a young man he enlisted in the German
army, and being a master of the clarinet was assigned to the band serv- .

ice, in which he served through the war of 1848. He then returned to
farming pursuits, and was married to Catherine Cool, who was born
in 1820, in the same province, and of similar ancestry. To them in
Germ&ny there were born five children: John, Katherine; Dolly, Gott-
lieb and Caroline, the last-named of whom died in infancy. Believing
-that superior opportunities awaited the man of ambition and industry
in the land across the water, in December, 1854, Henry Marsh gath-
ered his little family about him and took passage at Hamburg for the
UnIted States. After a stormy journey of forty-eight days in a sailing
vessel the boat, in January, 1855, made port at Neyv York City, and the
little party of emigrants made their way to Berri~n County, Michigan,
where the father purchased a farm located six miles northwest of Buch-
anan. This continued to be the family home until 1869, and while there
five children were born to the parents: Caroline .<2), Landon, I!'red,
H~nry L. and William. Mr. Marsh sold his Michigan property in J an-
uary, 1869, and in the dead of a bitterly cold winter started by team with
his family for Indiana, bringing with .him 3,11 his possessions, including
five head of cows and the family effects, the latter packed in a wagon.
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Arriving in Starke County, he located on a farm in Oregon Township,
two miles southeast of Groverton, a tract of eighty acres of which ten
acres had been improved, and on which there WBB located a little one-
story house, sixteen feet square. At once they set about making im-
provements, and before many years the farm was a productive one,
and the original pioneer home had been supplanted by a modern resi-
dence, with substantial farm buildings. There the parentS resided for
twenty-two years, and then disposed of their interests and moved to the
County Line farm, in the same township, where the mother died at the
age of sixty-four years. The father thereafter lived with his children,
and died when seventy-five years old. They were reared as Lutherans,
but in 1882 joined the United Brethren Church, of which they were
members throughout the remainder of their lives. Mr. Marsh was a
stanch republican. Both parentS were peace-loving, God-fearing people,
who were good and generous neighbors and highly esteemed by all who
knew them. All the children who came to the United States and those
who were born here grew to maturity and were m&ITied, and of these
six are still living and three are residentS of Starke County. Of these
children, John Marsh enlisted for service at the first call for volunteers
in the Civil war, becoming a private in a Michigan regiment, and con-
tinued to serve with that organization until his death in a hospital at
Little Rock, Arkansas, in 1862.

Henry L. MarshwBB born in Berrien County, Michigan, July 12,
1860, and was nine years old when he accompanied his parents to Starke
County, Indiana, his education being secured in the public schools of
both communities. Always a farmer, he purchased his first property
in 1878, this being located in the southeast quarter of the northeast
quarter of section 34, Oregon Township, where he made his home
for some years and installed many improvementS. Later he bought 120
a~res in section II.. Washington Township, this being all wild land, on
which he erected a hewed log house, 16x24 feet. On selling this prop-
erty, he lived for one year in the Village of Hamlet, but in May, 1892,
again returned to the farm, moving to a property which he had pur-
chased in July of the preceding year, and which is his present home.
rhis property consistS of forty acres of black soil and loam, in section
22, Oregon Township, which is well tilled and on which he raises all
the cereals, as well as potatoes for commercial purposes. He has a
young, but bearing, orchard of various kinds of fruits, and in each
of these lines has met with decided success, attained through his own
energy and good.management. His home is modern in every particular,
with twelve rooms and basement, and the latest comforts and con-
veniences, is painted white, while the new barn, for stock and grain,
is 32x48 feet, and painted red. Mr. Marsh is a man of exemplary
habits, commendable purpose and unfaltering integrity, and in all life's
relations merits the confidence which is so freely accorded him. A repub-
lican in politics, he has been an active worker in the ranks of his party, is
at present a member of the Republican Township Committee, and has
served efficiently for five years as township assessor. With his family he
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attends and is a member of the Grovertown United Brethren Church,of which he is at present serving as trustee. \

On December 25, 1880, in Marshall- County, Indiana, Mr. Marsh
was married to Miss Hattie I. Bell, who was born in Elkhart County,
Indiana, April 25, 1860. She was reared in Marshall County after
four years of age and educated there, and has been a true and faithful
helpmate to her husband, sharing his struggles and assisting him in his
climb to su~cess. She is a daughter of Jacob and Mary Ann (Drake)
~ell, natives of Ohio, the father born October 29, 1809, and died in
Marshall County, Indiana, December 27 or 28, 1886, and the mother
born in 1817, and died May 10, 1860. She was but forty-three years of
age at the time of her demise, but had been the mother of fourteen chil-
dren, among them four sets of twins. Mrs. Marsh, who was but two
weeks old when her mother died, was one of twins, but her twin brother
died when a young man. When she died, Mrs. Bell left four children
under eighteen months old, being the mother of twins seventeen months
old at the time ~r last pair of twins were born. Mr. Bell was a
farmer throughout his life, and a republican in political matters. He
was an industrious and energetic farm~r, and was known as a good
citizen. Mrs. Marsh is a granddaughter of James and Sarah Bell, the
former of whom was born in Ohio, in April, 1778, and died November
23, 1844, while the latter was born July 29, 1779, and died October 24,
1889, having reached the remarkable age of more than one hundred
and ten years.

To Mr. and Mrs. Marsh there have been bQrn four children. Alvin
F.., Elsie, Inez B. and Goldie Mabel. Alvin F. was born in Starke
County, Indiana, December 18, 1882, graduated from the Valparaiso
Normal School when sixteen years of age., and at that time started
teaching school. He spent one year thus, in Center Township, a like
period in North Bend Township, and four years in Oregon Township,
and during this time studied law. In 1908 he was admitted to the bar
and since that time has been engaged in a successful practice at Plym-
outh, Marshall County, where he takes an active part in 1008.1 republican
politics. He is much interested in the Boy Scout movement, and is
captain of a company of forty young men and boys at Plymouth.

Elsie Marsh was born August 5, 1886, and educated in the graded
and high schools of Grovertown and Rochester, and the normal school at
Valparaiso. Like her brother, she adopted the vocation of teacher,
and for several years was well and popularly known in educational
circles, but gave up teaching at the time of her marriage to Perry
Uncapher, son of William Uncapher, of Knox. Mr. Uncapher is assist-
ant cashier of the First National Bank of Knox, and they have one
son, Rex, born March 10, ~913. Inez B. Marsh was born December 4,
1890, and is the wife of Clyde Smith, who is superint~ndent of the
gravel pit at Burroak, Indiana. Mrs. Smith graduated from the public
schools of Oregon Township, and also from the high school at Plymouth,
Indiana, in the class of 1912, and then completed the normal course at
Valparaiso, Indiana. She was a teacher in the Groverton High School
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two years and then occurred her marriage with Mr. Smith. They have
one daughter, Genevieve, born October 16, 1913. Goldie Mabel Marsh
was born April 1, 1891, and died at the age of ten months and

twenty-one days.

CHARLES KRAFT. Starke County as one of the newer agricultural
districts of Indiana has proved an inviting field to many men from
Chicago. One of these is Charles K;raft, a prosperous farmer who owns
eighty acres in sections 27 and 34 in Oregon Township. Mr. Kraft
was a resident of Chicago about fifteen years, and by skill and industry
in his work provided a home and accumulated a little surplus, which he
used in 1897 to buy his present home in Starke County. He now has
his land well improved with the exception of thirty acres of first class
timber, and has a comfortable eight-room house erected seventeen
years ago, a substantial barn, and other outbuildings including granary
and corn cribs. He has done much towards draining the land, and has
been highly pleased with Starke County during his residence here.

Mr. Kraft first went to Chicago in 1880, lived there about a year!
then spent two years in Wisconsin, and returning to Chicago entered
the employ of the McCormick Harvesting Company, with which he was
connected in various capacities until he left Chicago in l897 and came
to Starke County. Charles Kraft was born near Frankfort on the Rhine
in Germany, February 12, 1851. His early life was spent in his native
province, he acquired his education there, and in 1880 set out for
the New World, leaving Antwerp on a steamship and after ten days of
pleasant voyage reached New York in the month of March, and at once
proceeded to Chicago. His family have lived in Germany for many
years. His parents were George and Catherine (Bender) Kraft. HiB
father was born in Nassau in 1835, and his wife was born in one of .
the Rhine provinces, and they were married in the latter locality.
The father was a millwright by trade, and lived in Germany all his
life, dying in 1878 at the age of forty-three. He and his wife were

. Lutherans. His widow left Germany in September, 1880, accompanying.

her son Charles' wife, located in Chicago and died there in 1895, when
sixty-four years of age.

Charles Kraft was married in his native province of Germany to
Catherine Loucht. She was born there in the same locality as her hus-
band, on January 19, 1852, and lived there until her marriage. Her
parents were Philip and Catherine (Liep) Loucht, both natives of the
Rhine Province of Germany. They spent all their lives there, and her
father died at the age of eighty-four and her mother at forty-two.
They were farming people, and members of the Lutheran Church.

Mr. and Mrs. Kraft became the parents of the following children:
Charles, Jr., now deceased, left one daughter, Silva Kraft, who is
now twenty years of age, graduated from high school in 1914, and
after taking the short course in the Valparaiso University has become a
teacher in the local schools. Lena E., who was born in Germany in
1876, acquired her education in Chicago, and was married there to



542 HISTORY OF STARKE COUNTY

Rudolph Bachman, who served as a priva~e soldier in the Spanish-
American war, is a practical mechanic, worked for some years as a
tool maker, and now lives with Mr. Kraft; Mr. and Mrs. Bachman have
two children, Roland W. and Harold R., the former fourteen years
old and the latter two. Richard, the third child, is a' piano finisher,
lives in qhicago, and is married and has a son Arthur. Fred, aged
thirty-one, was for two years in the United States Navy, serving on
a man-of-war, and now lives in Chicago and is married. Lillie is the
wife of Robert B. Younger, of Chicago, and they have a daughter,
Alvera. Harry, who lives at home., married Sylvia Holdelllan, and they
have a son, Carl. Mr. and Mrs. Kraft are members of no one church,
but are people of the Christian virtues and support those matters of
community enterprise which make living conditions better. PQlitically
Mr. Kraft is a republican.

WILLIAM HOFFER. vVith the exception of two years spent in Chicago,
William ;Hoffer has been a resident of Oregon Township all of his life,
having been born near the home in which he now lives, and which he
owns, in section 28, April 9, 1872. Mr. Hoffer has owned his present
property since 1898, when he began operations in a modest way, but
since that time his business has assumed large and important propor-
tions, and in addition to cultivating forty acres of his own in section
28 and a like acreage in section 29, he rents considerable outside land
in the township. A man of progre&sive ideas and energetic methods,
the success he has attained has come to him directly through the medil1m
of his own efforts, and his display of public-spirited citizenship has
given him the right to be accounted one of Oregon Township's repre-
sentative men.

Mr. Hoffer is a son of William and Eliza (Flora) Hoffer, the former
of whom was born in or near Napanee, Kosciusko County, Indiana,
March 12, 1846, and the latter in Starke County, Indiana., February
24, 1841. They were married May 30, 1868, in the former county, and
in 1869 came to Starke County, soon afterward making settlelllent on
the land now owned and occupied by their son, William. The farm
at that time was new and the parents experienced the difficulties and
strenuous labors incident to the life of settlers in an undeveloped region.
They were sturdy people, however, able to cope With con4itions as they
found them, and developed a good farm, on which they resided until
1893. In that year they went to Chicago, in which city they made
their home for two years, but the call of the soil was too strong and
they again returned to the homestead and resumed their agricultural
operations. There they continued, Winni.ng success from the Oregon
Township farm, until their retirement, when they went to their home in
the Village of Hamlet. The father passed away: there May 9, 1905,
at the age of sixty-nine years, while the mother still survives, making
her home at Hamlet with her son, John A. In spite of her seventy-
three years she is still in good health, alert in mind and active in
body, and in possession of all of her faculties. For many years
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Mrs. Hoffer has been a m~mber of the Free Meth,odist Church, of
which her husband was also a. member and consistent attendant.
Three children were born to William and Eliza Hoffer: John L.,
and Wilson and William, twins. John L., who is engaged in various
employments, is a widower and lives with his mother at Hamlet. Wil-
son, also a resident of Hamlet, married ~rtrude Shadley, and they have
three children: Elzie I., who is in the seventh grade at school; Adie
Wayne, who is in the fourth grade; and Susie Flora, who is still a small

child.
William Hoffer was educated in the district schools of Oregon Town-

ship, and grew up as a farmer boy, his boyhood and youth being passed
in much the same manner as those of other agriculturi~ts' sons of his
day and locality. He was twenty-one years old vyhen he went with
his parents to Chicago, and there for two years was variously employed,
but in 1895 came back to Starke County and here has coptinued as a
tiller of the soil to the present time. His present property on section
28 was purchased in 1898, since which year he has made n~erous im-
provements. As his finances grew he found he had need for further
land, and accordingly bought forty acres in section 29, and to the
operations on these properties he has since added activities on various

, tracts of rented land. He has all of his property under a good state
of cultivation, and through his intelligent treatment of the soil, his
use of modern methods and improved machinery, and his energetic
labors, has made the farm pay him well for what has been put into it.
Mr. Hoffer has a fine set of buildings, modern in design and substan-
tial in character. These include a fine hay and stock barn, 36x50 feet,
equipped with the latest conveniences and ap'purtenances; cribs with
capacity of 1,000 bushels of corn and other grain; two thirty-six-ton
silos, and a seven-room frame house, which was built in 1900 and has
since had a number of improwments. The buildings present an attrac-
tive appearance, the house being painted white and the other buildings
a canary color. Mr. Hoffer devotes his land to general farming, and
has been successful in all branches of his work. His land yields excel-
lent crops of corn, wheat and rye, the wheat averaging twenty-five
bushels to the acre and the corn fifty bushels to the acre. In addition
he makes somewhat of a specialty of raising onions and potatoes for
the market, growing aoout tW(} thousand bushels of the former annually,
while his potatoes average aoout one hundred bushels to the acre. He
keeps a good grade of livestock, of which he is conside~d an able judge,
and in every way is an excellent type of the up-to-date, energetic Starke

County agriculturist.
Mr. Hoffer was united in marriage in Washington Township, Starke

County, December 29, 1891, with Miss ~(}ttie Head. Mrs. Hoffer was
born near the Village of. Plymouth, Marshall County, Indiana, April
21, 1874, and there received her early education which was completed
in Starke County, she coming here when a girl of fourteen years.
She is a daughter of Benjamin and Louisa (Nash) Head, the former
of whom was born in the State of Pennsylvania, and the latter a native
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of Fulton County, New York. Mr. and Mrs. Head were married near
Argos, Marshall County, Indiana, where they resided on a farm for
some years, as ,they did also near Plymouth, and then went to the
State of Illinois, where they spent five years. They then came to
Starke County for a period, but finally returned to Plymouth, Indiana,
and there the father died August 9, 1903, aged over seventy-one years,
he having been born March 14, 1832. Mr. Head was a stalwart repub-
lican and took some interest in the work of his party in the various com-
munities in which he resided, although rather as a good citizen than
as a seeker for personal preferment. He was a devout member of the
Church of God. Mrs. Head, who was born December 9, 1842, is still
living arid is hale and hearty, in spite of her seventy-two years. Like
her husband, she is affiliated with the Church of God, and puts her
beliefs into daily practice. She had four sons and four daughters, and
of these children five are living and married, and these have children
except one. They are Frank, Robert, Albert, Mrs. Hoffer and Bertha.

To Mr. and Mrs. Hoffer there have been born four children: Charles
Russell, William Glenn, Francis E. and Robert Leslie. Charles Russell
Hoffer was born October 17, 1892, in Oregon Township, graduated
from the graded and high schools of Hamlet, and for two years was a
teacher ~ the township schools. He is now furthering his educational
tJiaining, and is in the freshman class of the agricultural department,
Purdue University. William Glenn Hoffer was born August 8, 1894,
and after completing the course of study in the graded and high
schools of Hamlet took two winter term courses at Purdue University.
He is now identified with a creamery business at Bremen, Marshall
County, Indiana. Francis E. Hoffer was born October 29, 1898, and
is now in the third year of his work at the Hamlet High School, from
which he will graduate with the class of 1916. Robert Leslie Hoffer
was born July 30, 1908, and has just started to attend the Oregon
Township schools.

Mr. BJoffer is a friend of education, and is giving his children every
chance to prepare themselves for the careers which they desire to
follow. He supports movements calculated to advance the interests of
the schools as well as civic enterprises, and in his political belief is an
adherent of the principles of the republican party. Mr. and Mrs.
Hoffer are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

DAVID MANN, who throughout his l~fe has lived in the near vicinity
of his present home in section 16, Oregon Township, is known not alone,
as a successful farmer and stockraiser, but as a worthy representative
of an old and honored pioneer family which located in this part of
Starke County more than sixty years ago, and the members of which
have been identified with the agricultural growth and development
here since that time. Mr. Mann was born on the old Mann homestead
in Oregon Township, a part of which is included in his present farm,
March 5, 1863, and is a son of Frederick and Rosena (Erberly) Mann.
The father was born in Wurtemberg, Germany, in 1814 or 1815, of
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German parentage, the family being an old one in that province. He

was the only member of his parents' family to come to the United

States, and when he left his native land as a young man took passage

on a slow-going sailing vessel which took several week~ to complete the

journey. Arriving at New York City, he made his way to Ohio and

about the year 1840 located in Marion County, where he met and mar-

ried Rosena Erberly. She had been born in the same province in

Germany as her husband and was a young woman when she emigrated

to this country.

Not long after their maITiage Mr. and Mrs. Mann left Ohio for

Indiana, traveling overland, their few small possessions and household

effects being packed in a wagon. Eventually, about the year 1853 or

1854, they arrived in Starke County, Indiana, where the father pur-

chased a tract of wild land in section 16, Oregon Township, there built

a log cabin and settled down to the clearing and cultivating of his land

and the establishing of a home for his family. Some time after his

arrival, Mr. Mann traded a team of horses for sixteen head of cattle,

including two yoke of oxen, which not only assisted him in his work

but started him in the cattle business, in which he continued to be

more or less active during the remainder of his life. He was a thrifty,

industrious man, and through intelligent use of his abilities and stead-

fast, persevering effort was able to accumulate 400 acres of fertile and

valuable land. The remainder of his life was passed amid the sur-

roundings of the home which he had established, and there he died,

respected and esteemed, in November, 1897, Mrs. Mann having passed

away during the preceding May. They were faithful members of the

Lutheran Church, in which they had been confirmed, were charitable,

kindly people, and known as good and generous neighbors. Mr. Mann

was a democrat all his life but took only a good citizen's part in politics.

To Fredenck and Rosena Mann the following children were born:

George, living on a farm in Oregon Township, married Rosa Bowers,

a native of Germany, and has four children,-Louisa, Emma, Anna

and Vada; Rose, who married Hiram Redmond, deceased, by whom she

had one child, Tillie, who is married, and married the second time

Julius Martine, who is also deceased; John, a bachelor, who lives with

his brother David and assists him in the operation of the farm; David,

of this review; Louisa, the wife of John Brazier of Hamlet, has one
. daughter,-Naomi; Adam, who died single at the age of twenty-four

years, in 1892; Fred, who has spent his life in farming in Oregon

Township, married Cora Thomas; and Mary, the wife of C'harles Reid,

of Chicago, has one son,-Charles M.

David Mann received his education in the district schools of Oregon

Township, and throughout his life has resided within several stone-

throws of his present home. At this time he is the owner of 240 acres

of Oregon Township land, of which eighty acres are located in section

17 and the remainder in section 16, and here he has made the finest

improvements. His home is a ten-room residence, with basement, which

was built by his father some years ago but is still in a good state
85
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of repair, and in addition he has a good hay and feed barn, as well as
shelters for his livestock, machinery and implements, and substantial
and well-arranged cribs and grarul,ries. He grows large crops of wheat,
corn, oats and potatoes, and has made a specialty of onions, having
shipped twelve carloads during the last year.- For his high grade of cat-
tle he has good pasture and timothy land, and in every way the farm
compares favorably with any other in this part of the county. l\-Ir.
Mann is a progressive agriculturist and keeps himself thoroughly
abreast of the advancementB constantly being made in his calling,
encouraging new methods and always giving a trial to inventions which
his judgment tells him will be beneficial. A business man of thorough
integrity, his name is an honored one on commercial paper.

Mr. Mann was married in St. Joseph County, Indiana, to Miss
Jennie Harbert, who was born in Allen County, Ohio, February 1,
1867, and who was thirteen years of age when she went to Saint Joseph
County, Indiana, with her parents, William and Rebecca (Brown)
Harbert. The father was born in Virginia, in April, 1824, and as a
young man moved to Greene County, Ohio, where he married Rebecca
Brown, a native of that county. La,ter they moved to Allen County,
Ohio, where all their children were. born, and in 1880 went on to St.
Joseph County, Indiarul" there becoming successful fa,rmers of Licking
Township. The mother died at the age of forty-four years, in 1885,
while the father survived until 1904. They were faithful members of
the Primitive Baptist Church, and during the early days rode many
miles to attend services, their children seated on the horse behind them.
They were the parents of four sons and four daughters, of whom six
children still survive, all married and with families.

To Mr. and Mrs. Mann there have been born the following children:
Bertha, the wife of Andrew Harness, manager of the Hamlet Garage,
at Hamlet, Indiana, and has three children,-Margaret, Flora and
Violet; William, engaged in farming in Oregon Township, married
Zelia Harness (sister of Andrew), and has two children,.-Nora and
Geneva; and Johnny, born August 12, 1892, educated in the graded
schools and now a promising young farmer on the homestead, his
father's 'assistant in his agricultural operations.

Mr. Mann and his sons are adherents of democratic policies and
supporters of democratic candidates. While Mr. Mann jg not a politi-
cian in the generally accepted meaning of the word, he has wielded some
influence in his party, and has always been ready to perform the duties
of citizenship, having served very acceptably for fifteen years in the
capacity of superintendent of roadS of Oregon Township.

JOHN W. NELSON. Among the enterprising and progressive citizens
of Starke County who owe their success and advancement in life to
their own well-directed efforts and industry, is John W. Nelson, of
Oregon Township. He represents both the agricultural and official
interests of the township, for since 1894 he has been a resident of a
property appropriately known as Oak Grove Farm, and for six years
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has served conscientiously and efficiently in the capacity of township
trustee.

Mr. Nelson was born in Degerfors, Sweden, April 5, 1859, and in
May, 1880, the month following his twenty-first birthday, left Gotten-
borg for England and came from that country to the United States.
He is a son of Nels and Aureka (Swanson) Nelson, who spent their
entire lives in their native Sweden, the father dying in 1886, at the
age of seventy-two years, and the mother when sixty-seven years of age.
They were faithful members of the Swedish Lutheran Church, lived
lives of industry and integrity, reared their children to honorable
citizenship, and died respected and esteemed by all who knew them.
They were the parents of five children, as follows: Carl, who came to
the United States and settled at Escanaba, Michigan, where he is
engaged in farming, has been married three times, and has children
by his first and .las~ unions; Andrew, who came to the United States
and is a resident of Mount Zion, Illinois.. was married in Michigan
and has five daughters; John W., of this review; F'red, who is a laborer
in lumber near Escanaba, Michigan, is "married and has four sons
and three daughters; and John, who still resides in Sweden, is married
and has a family.

After coming to the United S.tates, John W. Nelson located in the
City of Chicago, where many of his countrymen had settled, and there

. he learned the trade of c'arpenter, while assimilating the customs and
business methods of his adopted land. There he remained with more
or less success until 1887, when he went to Chesterton, Indiana, at
which place he was engaged as a house and barn carpenter for some
seven years. With native industry and thrift, he carefully saved his
earnings, having decided upon a caree~ in agriculture, and in 1894
came to Starke County and invested his capital in a tract of forty
acres of wild land located in section 24, Oregon Township. During the
year following his arrival he erected a good five-room house, with
basement, painted a cream color, and since that time numerous other
buildings have, sprung up as monuments to his energy and enterprise.
These include a substantial bank barn, 30x50 feet, with basement 24x30
feet, cribs, granaries, a large poultry house, 12x20, and a modern wagon
shed. The residence, nestled among the trees, is an attractive one and
has given to the place the name Oak Grove. Mr. Nelson grows all the
cereals, and has a nice orchard bearing fine fruit. He does some stock-
raising, but his particular side line is p.oultry and he has a large flock
of fowls of the better kinds. While he has always been practical in
his work, he has also been progressive enough to give a trial to new
methods and inventions; and his machinery and equipment are of the
best and latest manufacture. Asa business man Mr. Nelson has estab-
lished a high reputation among those with whom he has had transac-
tions, and his citizenship has been proved worthy and public-spirited
on a number of occasions.

While still a resident of Chicago, January 31, 1884, Mr. Nelson was
married to Miss Amelia C. Repp, who was born in Smolan, Sweden,
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January 2, 1859, and was twelve years of age when she emigrated to
the United States and settled at Chesterton, Indiana, with her parents,
John and Louisa (Johnson) Repp. Mrs. Nelson's parents continued to
pass the balance of their lives at Chesterton, as farmers, the father
p,assing away at the age of seventy-five years, while the mother died
when she was fifty-seven years old. Mr. Repp was an industrious
farmer, a good citizen and a stalwart republican, and both he and his
wife were members of the Lutheran Church.

To Mr. and Mrs. Nelson there have been born the following children:
Hope, born May 31, 1890, educated in the graded schools and now the
wife of Emil Tellcamp, a farmer of Bailey, Michigan, who has a son,
Richard; Bennett, born in 1891, who was educated in the public schools,
and is now at home, his father's assistant in the work of the farm;
Lillie, born April 19, 1893, educated in the public schools, where at
her graduation her record was 100%, now residing with her parents,
and a talented musician; Amelia, born November 21, 1896, a graduate
of Grovertown HJigh School, class of 1913, who' is now a teacher in
the Grovertown school; and Carl J. E., born April 15; 1900, a graduate of
the graded schools.

Mr. and Mrs. Nelson and their children are members of the Lutheran
Church. A republican in politics, he has taken some active part in the
affairs of his township, and the confidence in which he is held in the
community has been strengthened by his six years of effi.{jient service
in the capacity of trustee of Oregon Township.

GEORGE MERKERT. A man of thought and action, of fine intellectual-
ity and broad and varied knowledge, Mr. Merkert has brought to bear
exceptional versatility of talent not only in connection with the opera-
tions of his fine farm, in sections 5 and 6, North Bend Township, but
has shown also distinctive ability as an inventor of unique, practical
and valuable devices, continues an appreciative student of the bes.t in
scientific and general literature, and has made a record for worthy
achievement along varied lines of endeavor. He is known and honored
as one of the progressive citizens and substantial capitalists of his home
county and has resided in North Bend Township for forty years. His
status as a representative citizen who commands unqualified esteem in
the county that has long been his place of abode, makes most consonant
the recognition accorded to him in this history of Starke County.

In the year 1876 Mr. Merkert established his residence in North
Bend Township, where he has continued to be closely and effectively
identified with the great basic industry of agriculture during the long
intervenmg years and where pronounced success has attended his earnest
and well directed endeavors. His h~mestead farm comprises 120 acres
of specially fertile land, the place having been virtually unimp.roved
when it came into his possession and having at the time been known
as the Reed farm. His original domicile was a primitive log cabin of
the type common to the pioneer days, and the embryonic farm has
slight resemblance to the splendidly improved and fruitful homestead
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which now bears to even the casillJ.I observer its unmistakable message of
thrift and prosperity. On the place Mr. Merkert has erected his com-
modious and attractive residence, with modern facilities and with ap-
pointments that denote culture and refinement. Substantial barns and
other farm buildings indicate the enterprise and circumspection of the
owner who is also the owner of an excellent farm of eighty acres in,
Washington Township, the title to this property being held in the
name of his elder son. Mr. Merkert is deeply appreciative of the
refined amenities of social life, as is also his wife, and they have not
only made their home a popular center of gracious hospitality but have
also indulged in somewhat extensive travel and in sojourns in various
prominent cities, the winter of 1914-15 having been passed by them in
New York City, with headquarters at No. 583 on the beautiful and
celebrated Riverside Drive of the national metropolis.

In an estate on the banks of the picturesque River Rhine, in the
Kingdom of Bavaria, Germany, George Merkert was born on the 16th
of April, 1847, the family home having been there maintained for
several generations and representatives of the name having been prom-
inent and influential in each generation. Many scions of this ancient
Qt';rman family were skilled mechanics and prominent tradesmen, en-
dowed with the energy and good judgment that beget worthy success.
Mr. Merkert is a son of J. Adam and Anna M. (Baer) Merkert, the
father having been a carpenter by trade and having been for many
Ymlrs a representative contractor and builder in the Town of Goeck-
linger, Bavaria, where he died at the age of seve~ty years, his wife
having passed away when about fifty years of age, at the birth of he:io
daughter Lena, who is married and now a resident of Ba,varia, her
children being two in number. The family has for many generations
held unswervingly to the faith of the Catholic Church, of which the
parents of Mr. Merkert were earnest and devout communicants. They
became the parents of three sons and four daughters, all of whom are
living and married and all of whom remain in Germany with the
exception of George, of this review, who is the eldest of the number,
and Jacob, who is a resident of the City of Dayton, Ohio.

George Merkert is indebted to the excellent schools of his native
land for his early educational discipline, ,and there also he served a
practical apprenticeship to the trade of locksmith. In 1866, primarily
to avoid military service in the Franco-Prussian war, Mr. Merkert

- immigrated to the United States, the voyage having been made on the
vessel William Penn. In New York City he found himself not
entirely a stranger in a strange land, for one of~his uncles had there
established a home, with the result that the sturdy and ambitious
young immigrant was led to remain in the national metropolis and its
vicinity. He resided for a time in the City of Brooklyn and then went
to Paterson, New Jersey, where he learned the trade of brickmaking.
In 1867 he removed to Connecticut, where for three years he was
employed at his original trade, in the Hall manufactory of locks and
safes. Confident that he could find better opportunities in the West
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and desirous of gaining a wider kno~ledge of the country of his adop-
tion, he then came to Springfield, Ohio, where he found employment
in the extensive numufacturing establishment of the O. S. Kelley Com-
pany, with which he remained from 1870 to 1876, as a skilled artisan
in the manufacture of self-raking farm machinery. In the autumn of
the Centennial year, as previously noted in this article, he came to
Starke County and purchased his present homestead farm, his pleasant
residence being situated one-half mile northeast of the attractive and
p.opular Bass Lake and having the service of rural route No.3 from the
postoffice at Knox, the county seat. On his farm Mr. Merkert is .
fortunate in having extensive beds of sand and gravel of the best kind
for road construction, and as recourse to the same is taken in the con-
struction of roads in three or four townships he derives an appre-
ciable profit from these valuable natural deposits. Study and practical
experience have given to Mr. Merkert exceptional mechanical ability
and inventive talent. He invented and patented the effective device, a
piece of delicate mechanism, that is used for the weighing, filling and
sealing of all packages of the celebrated "Gold Dust" soap or cleaner,
manufactured on a most extensive scale by the great establishment of
the N. K. Fairbanks Company, of Chicago. Incidental to the modern
utilization of cement or concrete in building construction, Mr. Merkert
has invented a process for the manufacturing of material for cement
houses, with provision for the completion of the entire building from
concrete, from cellar to roof and even including the shingles of the
same material. In this important field he vies with the distinguished
inventor Thomas A. Edison, who has given much time and thought to
the construction of buildings by the pouring of concrete into molds that
may be used repeatedly for the purpose. The process devised by Mr.
Merkert is one that will prove even more effectual and that will elimi-
nate large preliminary expense, there being no reason to doubt that his
process will come into practical use and prove of stupendous monetary
value. In politics Mr. Merkert pays allegiance to the democratic party
and is. well fortified in his opinions concerning economic and govern-
mental polity. He and his family are earnest communicants of the
Catholic Church,

In the Qity of Cincinnati, Ohio, was solemnized the marr~e of Mr.
Merkert to Miss Anna M. Seibert, a native of the same town in Bavaria
as is her husband, the two having been schoolmates in tbeir youth.
Mrs. Merkert was born October 20, 1849, her father having been a
prominent wine-growe~ and influential citizen in Bavaria, where she
was affQrded excellent educatiollal advantages. She came to the United
States in 1870 and was thereafter a resident of Cincinnati until the
time of her marriage. Mr. and Mrs. Merkert have four children:
John E., who conducts the Merkert farm in Washington Township,
married and has one daughter. Mary M.; Anna M. is the wife of
Thomas T. Parker, chief boiler-inspector for the' New York Casualty
Company, and they reside in New York City, their one child being
Madeline; Emily, in October, 1914, became the wife of John G. Gash,
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of New York City, where they maintain their home and where Mr.
Gash holds a responsible executive position with the American Cotton,.
seed Oil Company; John F., who recently wedded Miss Flossie E. Piper,
of North Bend Township, now has the general management of his father's
homestead farm. -

HORACE STOWE located in Starke County or rather in the territory
taken into Starke County, in the year 1848, two years before the organ-
ization of the county which was in 1850. He Wll8 one of those who
helped to select the location of Knox, the county seat in the year 1851.
Mr. Stowe opened up a farm on the southeaBt quarter of section 12,
township 33 north, range 2 about three miles northeaBt of where Kllox
WaB later located. Hie was a man of sterling integrity and a fine neighbor,
always obliging and ready to do any act of kindness to help his pioneer
citizens. He was a member of the Methodist Church where he and his
family were regular attendants at any services held and although there
was no church building at that time in which to hold services, his
house WaB always open to those who wished to hold services.

Mr. Stowe WaB the first mail carrier to carry the mail from Kno;K
to Plymouth, Indiana, and often carried the mail on horseback or
with a yoke of oxen, but later on used a horse team and wagon or cov-
ered hack p,repared for the purpose. It was a very common thing for
the neighbors to send by him on errands for some article of merchandise
that they could not purchase at K:nox and he would haul those articles
and deliver them at the proper places free of any charges for his
trouble.

Mr. Stowe left Knox in the year 1858 going to North Madison,
Indiana, where he resided some years and here Mrs. Stowe ilied, also
two of his sons. !Ie then went to Switzerland County and made his
home with his eldest son. This son too WaB called away by death about
two weeks before his father, who gave up his quiet and peaceful life
at the advanced age of ninety-three years. Thus ended the life of an
energetic, h(}norable, obliging and well remembered neighbor and friend,
a citizen whose loss WaB deeply felt by the early settlers of that com-
munity.

Mr. Stowe WaB a great admirer of the infant Starke County and
looked forward to the time when this county would compare favorably
or even surpaBS some of the surrounding counties. While living in
Switzerland County and only a short time before his death, having.
read of the county from time to time, he wrote a letter in which he
spoke of the progress that Starke County was making, saying that
Starke County had built seven railroads through the county and that
Switzerland, although a much older county, had no railroad and, no
prospect of any.

JOHN GOOD was one of the pioneer settlers of Starke County having
immigrated from Ohio to Starke County on the 7th day of September,
1849, traveling the whole disfJj,nce by wagon, that being about the only
way of traveling in those days. He settled in North Bend Township
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where he purchased 150 acres of land on the north banks of the Tippe-
canoe River. Some little improvements had been started on the land
an~ he proceeded at once to make additional improvements on the land.
He lived upon this land until 1866 when he moved to Knox, having
been elected to the county treasurer's office. Holding that office for
nearly five years he returned to ~he farm in North Bend Township
in 1875, but again moved back to Knox in 1882, holding the position
of county drain commissioner for several years. He died in the year

'.1897, having lived an honorable and useful life. He was very much
missed by his old neighbors and friends who, in speaking of Uncle
John, always had a good word for him.

Mr. Good was married to Catharine Romig in August, 1845.
Politically he was always a democrat and naturally enoug}l he raised
a family of several boys that adhered to the same principles that had
always been advocated by their father. Mr. Good having been drain
commissioner for so many years had a good opportunity to see and note
the changes made in the county from a low and wet county to a land
of fertile lands apd fields of golden grain.

GUSTAVE SCHULTZ. In the making of Starke County many families
have had a part. The clearing and draining of the land was a tre-
mendous labor, and those who in later years enjoy the fruits of the
fields prepared in a more strenuous era will all be debtors to those who
performed the actual work of pioneers. Gustave Schultz is a citizen
who has participated both' in the heavy labors of development and in the
pleasantertime of harvesting the products of earlier years. Mr. Schultz
is a general farmer and stock raiser, with his home on section 32 of
Washington Township. His farm comprises 160 acres, most of it ex-
cellent farming land, and about half of it cultivated to crops and thor-
oughly drained. The farm has the advantage of being crossed diagonally
by the Sarber ditch, which was dredged some years ago and has re-
claimed many thousands of acres along its banks. Mr. Schultz during
the present year of 1914 has 20 acres in corn, 10 acres in wheat,
5 acres in oats, 20 acres in cowpeas, and has some land in clover
and in pasture. His stock comprises a dozen head of cattle, hogs,
and horses, and everything about his farm indicates high grade agricul-
ture. Mr. Schultz bought this farm in 1894, and has since made most
of the improvements. A conspicuous feature of the place, which at once
marks it out as a farm well managed, is the large red stock and grain
barn, 30 by 50 feet. The dwelling is a comfortable five-room cottage,
painted white and snugly esconced among the trees, .

Gustave Schultz belongs to the well known Schultz family, other
members of which are found in Starke County, and more complete details
concerning this interesting family will be found on other pages. Mr.
Schultz was born in the Province of Posen, Germany, March 26, 1865.
He grew up there and was educated in his native land and in the schools
of Germany. .In 1882 he came to America, sailing from Bremen to New
York, and located with other members of the family at Michigan City,
Indiana. In 1884 Mr. Schultz came to Washington Township in Starke
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County, and has since been identified with this county and as a result
of his thrifty management and well directed labors has acquired his
present excellent home.

Mr. Schultz was married in Michigan City October 15, 1899, to Miss
Matilda Stanke. She was born in Posen, Germany, July 5,1865, daugh-
ter of Martin andPaulina (Miller) Stanke. They were natives of Posen,
and died there, her'father at the age of sixty and her mother at fifty-
eight. They were country people and tillers of the soil and members of
the Lutheran Church. They were the parents of fifteen children, ten
of whom grew up. The following came to America: Julia, Minnie,
Yetta and Mrs. Schultz. They came in 1888. Mrs. Schultz was about
twenty-one years of age when she accompanied her younger sister Julia
to the United States, and after landing in ~altimor.e, having crossed

. from Hamburg in the ship Kaiser Wilhelm, came on west to Michigan
City. Mr. and Mrs. Schultz are the parents of two children: Edward,
born July 10, 1890, lives at home on the farm, was educated in the local
schools, and is already classed among the progressive young agricultur-
ists of Starke County; Hulda, born October 31, 1892, was also well edu-'
cated in the local schools, and is now employed as overseer in the Wilson
shirt factory at South Bend. Mr. and Mrs. Schultz and children are
members or St. John's Lutheran Church, in which Mr. ,Schultz for
nine years served as trustee. He and his son Edward are dem6crats
in politics, and the family all are regarded as among the substantial
German-American citizens of Starke County.

FRED C. W ARKENTIEN. The high agricultural standard whieh has
made Starke one of the most prosperous of Indiana counties is main-
tained by a class of men which has no superior in the Central West.
Thoroughly trained in the various branches of their vocation, these mod-
ern tillers of the soil hav~ learned how to secure the greatest results
from their labors, and thus are keeping up the average of their weaker
brothers. Prominent among the progressive and energetic farmers of
Starke County is found Fred C. Warkentien, the owner of a finely-cul.,
tivated property in California Township, which he has developed from
the bush. Mr. Warkentien not only follows the regular branches of his
occupation, growing large crops of cereals and general produce, but
also specializes to some extent, and has met with particular success in
the line of onion and mint growing. Eighteen years of honorable deal-
ing among the people of this community have made him well known,
and his standing as a citizen is equally high with that as a farmer.

Fred C. Warkentien is a native of Illinois, born on a farm in Du-
Page County, March 12, 1852, a son of Christian and Mary (Lehman)
Warkentien, natives of Germany. The father was born in Mecklen-
burg, in 1812, and was there reared and educated and married, his
wife being, like himself, a native of that province and of good German
stock. Six children were born to them: John, Fred, Caroline, Sophia,
Louisa and Christian. Feeling that hjs condition would be bettered
in the United States, in 1849 the father took his little family on ship-
board., and after fourteen weeks of sailing finally reached the port of
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New York. In the meantime, on the ocean, a fourth child, John, had
been born. The little emigrant family made it~ way across the country
to Chicago, and shortly afterward located on the wild prairie of DuPage
County. This land at that ti~e was totally uncultivated and was sell-
ing for what would seem today almost ridiculously low prices, but to
Christian Warkentien they seemed beyond his resources, and so, for
several years, he walked each day ten miles to a sawmill, where he
earned 50 cents per day. Out of this meager wage, with German thrift,

, he was able to save enough to make his first payment on a property.
His labors were hard and his obstacles many, but the force of his in-
dustry soon, made itself felt, and as the years passed he began to pros-
per. In 1859 his faithful wife, who had been his faithful partner in his
work, passed away. Several years later Mr. Warkentien ,was married
to Margaret Venholtz, but they had no children: When in his declining
years Mr. Warkentien retired from active pursuits and moved to Chi-
cago, where he passed away in 1875, aged sixty-three years, his wife
surviving him four or five years. He was a devo~t Lutheran in his
religious, belief and a republican in his politi!]al views, although not a
politician or an o~e seeker. Fred C. Warkentien was the first of his
parents' children to be born iri America, and he -was followed by Min-
nie, who died young; Caroline, who is the widow of William Weigriefe,
has two sons and four daughters,- and resides at Forest Park, a suburb
of Chicago; and John, a prosperous farmer of DuPage' County, Illinois,
who is married and has a family..

Reared on the home farm, Fred C. Warkentien secured his education
in the district schools, and on coming to manhood began his career as a
farmer on his own account, He first purchased land with his sister,
and he still owns some lots at Downer's Grove, IUinois. After his mar-
riage Mr. Warkentien came to Indiana and settled on a property of
200 acres, which he purchased in California Township, sections 23 and
26, and since that time he has been engrossed in the work of develop-
ment. When he located on this property, in 1896, it was all bush land,
but so energetically has he labored that he now has all except twenty-
five acres under a high state of cultivation, and the improvements are of
the finest character. The farm presents a very attractive appearance,
with its 'white seven-room house and red barns, and the manner of its
keeping reflects the good management, thrift and industry of its pro-
prietor. He grows fine crops of cereals, and has thirty acres which is
set to onions. .

Mr. Warkentien was married at Wheaton, Illinois, to Miss Della.
Reed, who was born in Tompkins County, New York, August 16, 1856,
and was nine years of age when she came, to Illinois with her mother,
her father having died when she was still younger. Mrs. Reed, who
remained a widow, later went to Iowa, and there passed away when
sixty-three years of age. To Mr. and Mrs, Warkentien there have been
born seven sons and four daughters: George, who served for one term
as trustee of California Township, while living in Starke County, arid
died at Chicago, February 23, 1911, leaving four sons and one daugh-
ter; Anna, who is the wife of Ed Kesler, living at Shirland, Illinois, and
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has three sons; Charles, who is living on a farm in California township
and has four sons and a daughter; Louis, who lives at Rockford, Illi-
nois, and has two sons, ana is engaged in the harness business; Freij
J., who still lives in Starke County, is the father of one son; Sadie, who
is the wife of Arthur Edwards, a farmer of Wayne Township, has two
sons and one daughter; Irvin, a farmer of Wayne Township, who has
one son and one daughter; Elmer, a dairyman of Hammond, Indiana,
who has one son; Ella, who is single and living with her parents; Wal-
ter, who is twelve years of age and a bright pupil in the graded school;
and Della, born a twin to Fred J., and died at the age of seven months.

Mr. Warkentien was brought up in the faith of the Lutheran Churc~--7'"
but is now a member, with his wife, of the Methodist Episcopal ChurcK:\./
He has been prominent in public life for a long period, having served
as a member of the board of county commissioners, representing the
townships of California, Center and Davis, his term expiring in Jan-
uary, 1909. He has for years been a member of the advisory board, and
is one of his township's active and influential republicans. He has
always worked faithfully for the community's interests, and for this
reason and others is entitled to the respect which is so universally ac-
corded him. The pretty homestead of Mr. and Mrs. Warkentien is
known as "Park Lawn."

JAMES H. ADAm was one of the p,ioneer citizens of Starke County
having taken up his residence in the county during tile Civil war.
The name Adair is familiar with most of our citizens especially in San
Pierre, North Judson and Knox. Mr. Adair was elected county auditor
in 1864 for his first term and again elected in the year 1868, serving
in that capacity for eight years. He made many friends during his
encumbency in that office.

He was a carpenter by profession and did some fine work in that
line especially after his retirement from the auditor's office. He was
~ man of great push, always on the move, obliging and courteous and
always made friends wherever he was known. He built several resi-
dences in Knox which stand as monuments to his memory. He died
in 1890, leaving his wife and one daughter to mourn his loss.

Mr. Adair was a Mason of good standing and was a charter mem-
ber of the order in Knox. He was well known for his many acts of
kindness shown to those around him, and one of his characteristics was
to show to those in need the implicit confidence he placed in them thus
instilling in theiI: minds a spirit of honesty and confidence which would
remain with them all through lire, making them good and honorable
citizens.

Mr. Adair often spoke of the heavy timber land bordering Yellow
River which he said would some day give way to fine and luxurious
farms which looked like an impossibility to a small boy of some six-
teen summers, but such is the case today. The heavy wooded land
has been cleared up, the timber that stood so thick, black walnut,
hickory, ash, elm, and red oak have long since been manufactured into
lumber and the land is now a veritable field of' golden grain, just as
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Mr. Adair predicted one afternoon.while sitting on the old rickety- bridge
that spanned the cha~nel of Yellow River:

DR. ALEXANDER H. HENDERSON, after attending medical college at
Thornton, Indiana, and also serving in the war from 1862 to 1865,
practiced medicine in Monee, Illinois, until 1871, when he came to
Knox, Indiana, and opened up an office for the practice of medicine in
a new field, having faced many hardships in traveling over a new coun-
try with but very few roads opened up. But with pluck and an ambition
to succeed he pushed forward and succeeded in his profession.

He was elected county school superintendent in 1873. He held
the office until after his re-election when he resigned to assume the
duties of county auditor to which office he had just been elected. He
held the office four years and in 1882 was nominated as joint repre-
sentative from Starke and St. Joseph counties. Dr. Henderson was
always ready and took an active part in voting for any measure that
he believed to be to the best interest of the people he represented in
that body. In 1888 he was elected to the chairmanship of the Repub-
lican Central Committee of Starke County.

In 1889 he received the appointment of postmaster of Knox, Indi-
ana, which position he held until 1893 when he resigned. He was
also appointed in 1899 United States examining surgeon acting as the
president, and held that position until 1893, when the administration
changed, thrls relieving him from that position (being a republican).
Dr. Henderson held several town offices of Knox, among those being
county physician for several years, was vice president of the Starke
County Medical Society and an active politician, and again in 1894
was chosen chairman of the Republican Central Committee.

He was connected with several secret organizations and was a char-
ter. member of each. The Grand Army of the Republic, organized
in the year of 1882, The Independent Order of Odd Fellows (organ-
ized in 1887), and the Knights of Pythias (organized in 1891), and
held the office of treasurer of each.

Dr. Henderson was always found ready and willing to take an active
part in every enterprise that would in any way benefit the community.
He died in the year 1902, leaving behind him a record of the good
deeds he performed while a resident of Starke County. Dr. Henderson
had conducted a successful banking and drug business in Knox since
the year 1880.

JOHN P. KELLY located in Starke County in the spring of 1853
upon a tract of land known as the southeast quarter of the northeast
quarter of section 1, in township 33 north, range 2 west, about four
miles northeast of Knox and lived the life of a fine neighbor and a
pleasant cit,izen. He was a mechanic by trade, but he did some farming
and stock raising.

Mr. Kelly was the only carpenter in the neighborhood and although
there was but very few frame buildings built in those days there was
always a certain amount of carpenter work on- the log houses, laying
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floors or hewing out slabs for floors and making window sash and
doors which was about all done by hand, henc~ he did not have to go
idle as there was most always something to be done, even if he had to
go several miles to work.

He raised a family of three boys and one girl besides one adopted
daughter. Mr. Kelly lived on and owned three different farms and
soon after the Civil war moved with his family to Nebraska, locating
in Webster County, where he located on a tract of land near Red Cloud.
Some of his family still live in Nebraska.

Mr. Kelly was twice elected county surveyor of Starke County,
first ip 1860, and again in 1862, holding that office for two terms.

Mr. Kelly died near Red Cloud in Webstel' County in the year of
1878. It was his main desire that Starke County should at some fUtUl"e
date become the garden spot of the state and if he were living today
he could almost cl&im that his wishes had about come true. It was a
great pleasure for the writer in making surveys in after years to measure
the;distance and take the course from the bearing trees marked by him to
find the corner set by Uncle John.

Mr. Kelly was a good shot with a rifle and it was no uncommon thing
for him to shoot a deer while living in Starke County, and with much
pride and great pleasure to divide the venison with his good neighbors
who all knew Uncle John so well.

GUSTAV A. SPENNER. In 1911 this well known citizen of North
Judson manifested his progressiveness and civic enterprise by erecting
in the village the substantial building known as the Starke County
Garage Building, and though he is here the agent ,for the celebrated
Maxwell automobiles he does not personally conduct the garage in the'
building which he erected for the purpose and which is 42 by 80 feet
in dimensions. Mr. Spenner has made an admirable record in the sale
and exploiting of automobiles and prior to becoming an agent for the
Maxwell cars he was here a representative of the Ford automobile and had
the distinction of selling the first Ford car in Starke County. For th~
Ford Compan); he made an average sale of fifteen cars a year, and in
the handling of the high-grade Maxwell automobiles he has made an
even better record, as indicated by the fact that in the season of 1914
he sold seventy-one machines, November of that year having tallied to
his credit the sale of fifteen four-cylinder Maxwells. His salesrooms are
well arranged and are situated in his garage building, the general garage
business, however, being conducted by others, as he finds it expedient to
devote his personal attention to the selling of the popular machines for
which he is agent and in connection with which he has gained reputation
as one of the leading exponents of the automobile business in this sec-
tion of the state. Mr. Spenner has been a-resident of Starke County
since he was eleven years of age and was reared to maturity on his
father's farm, in Wayne Township, his active identification with agri-
cultural pursuits having continued until he removed to the Village of
North Judson ~nd engaged in the automobile business, in which his suc-
cess has amply justified his change of vocation.
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A scion of a family whose name has been for many generations one.
of close identification with the civic and material interests of West
P,russia, Mr. Spenner was born in that section of the great German
Empire and the date of his nativity was April 25, 1873. He is a son
of William and Eve (Hopp) Spenner, both natives of the same village
in which their son was born, where they were also reared and educated
and where their marriage was solemnized. There William Spenner
learned in his youth the trade of blacksmith, to which he continued to
devote his attention for many years. In his native village were born
his nine'children, three of whom died young. The first representatives
of the immediate family in the United States were the sons John and
August and the daughtets Augusta and Louisa, who came to Indiana and
established their residence in Wayne Township, Starke County. In 1883
the parents joined their children in America and were accompanied by
the two younger children, Gustav A. and his sister. The voyage from
Hamburg to New York was of fourteen days' duration, and from the
national metropolis the journ~y was forthwith continued to the ultimate
destination in Starke County. In Wayne Township the father pur-
chased forty acres of land, in section 3, and his industry and business
ability here gained to him definite succeSS as well as prestige as one
of the substantial farmers of the county. He continued to reside on
his old homestead until nis death, which occurred on the 15th of Feb-
ruary, 1914, and his loved and devoted wife followed him to eternal
rest only two days later, the remains of both being interred in one grave,
in the cemetery at North Judsop. They lived earnest, sincere and
worthy Christian lives, were considerate and kindly and held the high
regard of all who came within the circle of their influence. The father
had celebrated his ninetieth birthday anniversary only two days prior to
his death, and his wife died at the age of eighty~six years and twenty-
two days, both having been lifelong and devout communicants of the
Lutheran Church and the father having espoused the cause of the demo-
cratic party after establishing his home in and becoming a naturalized
citizen of the United States. All of the children are residents of Starke
County except two, who reside in Pulaski County, all are consistent com-
municants of the Lutheran Church, and all are married and have large
families of children.

In the schools of his native land Gustav A. Spenner acquired his early
education, and since coming to America he has made good use of his
opportunities and through experience and self-discipline has effectively
amplified his education. He is a staunch supporter of the cause of the

. democratic party, is serving as justice of the peace, to which office he
was ~ppointed on the 3d of December, 1914, and both he and his wife
are most active and zealous communicants of the North Judson Lutheran
Church, of which he has ser~ed as trustee for six years.

In Starke County was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Spenner to Miss
Tillie Grabow, who was born in the same locality in West Prussia as
was her husband and the date of whose nativity was March 20, 1872.
She is a daughter of John' and Carolina (Sataj Grabow; and her father
passed his entire life in West Prussia. There his widow later became
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the wife of Frederick Marquardt, with. whom she and her children by the
first marriage and the one son of the second marriage came to the United
States and established their home in Starke County, Indiana, where they
passed the remainder of their lives, further mention being made of them
in the sketch of their only son, W. Frederick, on other pages of this
publication.

Mr. and Mrs. Spenner became the parents of seven children, of whom
two died young. Lydia, who celeb'rated her seventeenth birthday anni-
versary in 1914, was graduated in the eighth grade of the Lutheran
parochial school at North Judson and supplemented this discipline by
attending the local high school one. year; Ruth, fourteen years of, age,
is attending the public schools; Walter is attending the parochial school
and is nine years old; Edwin is five years of age; and Esther was born
in 1914.

AUGUST GAPPA. The late August Gappa was identified with the agri-
cultural interests of Starke County for only a period of ten years, and
twice that length of time has passed since his death, yet so industriously
were his labors prosecuted and so well were his affairs handled, that
evidences of his handiwork are still to be found in Jackson Township and
his memory is still kept green in the hearts of those among whom his life
was passed. His was a career that was characterized by earnest endeavor
and straightforward dealing. He came to this land like many of his
countrymen, in search of an opportunity to work his way to independen<?e
and position, and, having discovered this chance, energetically applied
himself to the attainment of his goal. While death claimed him when
he was just beginning to enjoy the fruits of his labors, he had firmly
established himself in the Cionfidence of his townsmen, while his energies
had resulted in the founding of a happy home for his loved ones.

Mr. Gappa was born at Christianstadt, W est ~russia, Germany, May
10, 1839, came of good German stock, and was a son ,of George and Mag-
dalena (Sprutz) Gappa, who were born and reared there, passed their
entire lives in general laboring, and died, the father when seve,nty years
of age and the mother when nearly eighty. They were faithful members
of the Catholic Church, in the belief of which they reared their twelve
children, of whom but four lived to grow up and be married. August
was the only one to come to the United States; Franklin is still a resi-
dent of Germany and is married, but has no children; Rosa is married
and lives at Hanover, Germttny; and Paulina is married and a resident
of West Prussia.

August Gappa experienced some difficulty in securing a compre-
hensive education in his youth, as his parents were in modest circum-
stances and he was expected to devote his services to assisting in the
support of the family whenever the opportunity for employment arose.
He was a b'right, intelligent and alert youth, however, and was wont to
make "the most of his opportunities, so tliat he was able to secure a some-
what better training than that which fell to the lot of lads placed in
similar positions. Like his father, ,he was employed as a man of all
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work, but he was not satisfied with his circumstances, and it was his
earnest determination to finally be at the head of a family and a home
of his own.

Mr. Gappa was married in Christianstadt, Germany, to Miss Augusta
Hopp, who was born there July 26, 1842, reared and educated in her
native town, and a daughter of Michael and Barbara (Connets) Hopp.
It was and still is one of the fine old families of that province, where
for generations its members have been prominent in various lines of
endeavor. An ancestor of Mrs. Gappa was a bishop in the Roman
Catholic Church. The father or Michael Hopp was Martin Hopp, who
at one time was a very wealthy man and had a large and valuable
estate, but met with financial reverses during the Napoleonic wars, had
his entire estate confiscated, and was left penniless. He subsequently
turned his attention to the carpenter's trade, which he followed for
several years, but could not survive his misfortunes, and died in his native
province when just past middle life. Michael and Barbara Hopp passed
their entire lives in Christianstadt, and there passed away, the father
at the age of sixty.three years, and the mother when fifty-four years old.
Mrs. Gappa was one of the youngest of seven children, was the only one
to come to the United States, and is the only survivor. A brother,
Johann, served as a soldier through three wars in Europe, and finallydied of exposure. .

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Gappa resided in Germany for
some years, and there three children were born to them: Mary, Frank
and Martha. In 1883 Mr. Gappa turned his face toward the new world,
boarding the ship Polinia at Hamburg and after fifteen days arriving
at the Port of New York. From the great metr9polis the little emigrant
family made its way across the country to North Judson, Starke County,
Indiana, and there the father secured employment as a laborer on the
Pan Handle Railway. There he carefully saved bis earnings, in the
meanwhile familiarizing himself with the language and customs of his
adopted country, and in 1890 realized his ambitions when he was able to
purchase a farm of eighty acres, located in section 25, Jackson Township.
This land was practically unimproved, but Mr. Gappa soon had a large
portion of it under cultivation, and had started to make extensive im-
provements, including a good six-room home, with a basement under a
part, and other buildings. He did not live long enough to fully appre-
ciate his fortunes, for death called him from his family and friends
November 29, 1893. He was laid to rest in the Roman Catholic Cemetery
at North Judson.

Mrs. Gappa still survives her husband and resides on the old home-
stead, where she and her sons have recently completed valuable and
attractive additional improvements. These include a large red stock
and feed barn, with granaries and outbuildings. At this time they are
growing all kinds of grain and stock, and are meeting with deserved
success in their several lines. 'The children of Mr. and Mrs. Gappa
who are now ~iving are as follows: Mary, who is the wife of B. P.
Lester, a farmer of Wayne Township, Starke County, has a daughter,

.
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Ellen, and also had issue by a former marriage, with Herman Huebner;
Frank, who is extensively engaged in agricultural pursuits, operating
the Williams farm of 500 acres, in Jackson Township, married Christina
Beyers, and has four children: Margaret, Mildred, Sylvia and Franklin;
Martha B., now living at home with her mother, who was for seventeen
years a nurse in Chicago, where she made quite a reputation in her chosen
vocation, particularly as a nurse for children; August, who is very
successfully conducting the home farm, as well as the property adjoining,
one of the progressive and enterprising young agriculturists of the
county, who makes his home with his mother. Two children are de-
ceased: Antoinette, who died at the age of twenty years, October 13,
1906; and Rosa, who died May 26, 1893, at the age of six years. Mrs.
Gappa and her ~hildren are members of the Roman Catholic Church,
in which all have been confirmed, and have assisted materially in the
building of the fine church edifice of that denomination at North JudsoD

SAMUEL M. BROOKS. As a young man Mr. Brooks, a native of the
State of New York, established his residence in the City of Chicago,
and there he built up a substantial and prosperous business as a con-
tractor and builder, but he was one of the many who suffered great loss
in connection with the historic fire that swept that city in 1871 and which
left of his possessions nothing but the clothing which he wore at the time.
His courage and ability enabled him to retrieve his fortunes to a large
extent while still a resident of the western metropolis, and there he con-
tinued his reSidence until 1898, when he came to Starke County, Indiana,
and purchased his present fine homestead farm, in section 4, Wayne
Township. He has made this one of the show places of the township,
and in addition to having been notably successful as a farmer and stock-
grower he has continued his activities as a contractor and builder and
has become a prominent exponent of horticulture and fruit growing
in this county. He has a large and finely kept orchard, which yields
a fine quality and great variety of apples and other fruits, the orchard
comprising several hundred trees and being a source of much pride to
the owner, even as it proves also a source of profit under his careful
and scientific management. Mr. Brooks is one of the well known and
highly honored citizens of the county and is specially entitled to recog-
nition in this history.

Samuel M. Brooks was born on the little homestead farm of his
father, in Orange County, New York, not far distant fro~ the City Qf
Newburgh, on the Hudson River, and the date of his nativity having been
December 24, 1847, it being a matter of family record that hfi w~s ushered
into the world within five minutes of the advent of Christmas day. He
is a son of Jc;>hn D. and Mary (Hill) Brooks, both natives of Berkshire,
England, where the former was born on the 1st of January, 1800, his
birth having been -practically coincident with the dawn of the nineteenth
century, and his wife having been born on the 26th of December, 1808.
For many generations the Brooks and Hill families were identified with
the culinary and commisssary departments of the service of thy royal
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family of England, and one branch of the Brooks family had representa-
tives in the office of royal surveyor and forester. The mother of the
subject of this review herself held the position of head cook in the home
of Lord Russell, and thence was promoted to a position in the culinary
department of the royal palace. In this incumbency, through no fault
of hers, she came into disfavor, owing to the fact that a Newfoundland
dog had jumped through one of the dining-room windows, this accident
having been ascribed to negligence on her part. Her husband was at the
time captain on a vessel plying the Thames River, and her disconcertment
on account of the ~nsignificant accident at the palace had much to do
in causing her and her husband to leave their native land and seek a
home in America, a decision which they never regretted. In 1830,
accompanied by their two children, they embarked on a sailing vessel
and set forth for their new home in the United States. On the voyage
a daughter was born to them, but she did not long survive, and was
buried at sea. Arriving in the Port of New York City Captain Brooks
and his wife proceeded by boat up the Hudson River and landed at New
Windsor, Orange County, the names of both the village and county
doubtless having made definite appeal to them in an incidental way, the
patent suggestion of former English dominion under which the titles had
been given. On a small farm within sight of their landing place the
captain and his wife established their home, this farm having been at the
foot and side of the rugged and 'picturesque Storm King Mountain, which
is still one of the important landmarks of that section. While here main-
taining his home Captain Brooks was for some time in the employ of
E. P. Roe, father of the well-known American novelist. After the lapse
of many years Captain Brooks and his. wife removed from the original
home to ..the little City of Cornwall, in the same county and at the base
of Storm King Mountain. There they passed the residue of their long
and worthy lives, the captain having passed away in 1882 and his devoted
wife having been summoned to eternal rest in 1890. Both were zealous
members of the Presbyterian Church and in the land of his adoption
Captain Brooks became a stalwart and uncompromising advocate of the
cause of the republican party. Of the seven sons and seven daughters five
of each attained to years of maturity, all married and reared children,
with the exception of two, and of the number two sons and two daughters
are living at the time of this writing. Of the fourteen children the
thirteenth in order of birth was he whose name initiates this review.
. Reared and educated in Orange County, New York, Samuel M. Brooks
has ever retained an admiring affection for that picturesque region on
the Hudson River, and as a youth he found employment in acting as a
guide for the numerous persons who visited and scaled Storm King
Mountain, this service having been given by him from the time he was
eight years of age until he had attained to the age of seventeen. In
his native county, where he had made good use of the advantages afforded
in the common schools, Mr. Brooks served a thorough apprenticeship to
the carpenter's trade, and in 1868, shortly before attaining to his legal
majority, he severed the home ties and came to the West. He located in
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the City of Chicago and there engaged in business as a contractor and
builder, as well as a lumber contractor. With headquarters in a build-
ing at the corner of Monroe and La Salle streets, he built up a sub-
stantial and prosperous business, but disaster overtook him in the great
fire of 1871, all of his property being destroyed. His ability as a car-
penter and builder, however, came into effective play in connection
with the upbuilding of the stricken city, and one of the important inci-
dents of his career was his association with affairs in Chicago at the
time of thiS great urban fire that startled the entir~ ~ivilized world.

On the 30th of November, 1871, while the ashes of the Chicago fire
still smouidered, Mr. Brooks was there united in marriage to Miss.Ann
Weston, who was born in the City of Liverpool, England, on the 7th of
May, 1851. Her father, Thomas Weston, in company with his father,
came to the United States in the early '40s, and established his home
at Dubuque, Iowa, and a year later his wife, Jane, and the other members
of th~ family came from England and joined him in the new home.
The parents of Mrs. Brooks continued t~eir residence at Dubuque for
many years, and at the time of the Civil war the father enlisted as a
Union soldier, proceeding with his command to the front, and all trace
of him having thereafter been lost by his family, the supposition being
that he was killed in battle and that his name failed to find place on the
record of casualties. Mrs. Brooks was reared and educated in Dubuque
and Chicago, and in the latter city she and her husband continued to
maintain their home until their removal to their present fine farm-
stead, where they have since found their lives compassed by gracious
surroundings and generous prosperity, their circle of friends in the'
community being co,incident with that of their acquaintances. During
his residence in Starke County Mr. Brooks has found much demand for
his interposition as a carpenter and builder, as there has come a full
local appreciation and valuation of his distinctive ability in this line of
activity. He has done much important work as a contractor and builder
of this county. Upon coming to Starke County Mr. Brooks purchased
120 acres of land in section 4, Wayne Township, and on the place he
has since made many admirable improvements, including the erection of
his modern residence of eight rooms, this building being of specially
attractive architecture and its appointments of the most approved order.
The house was designed throughout by Mr. Brooks and was erected
almost entirely by his own hands, only incidental assistance having
been given by other workmen.

Mr. Brooks is broad-minded and progressive in his civic attitude,
designates himself as a progressive republican in politics, and both he
and his wife are devoted members of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
The final paragraph of this sketch is devoted to brief record concerning
their children.

May is the wife of John Secor, who is engaged in the restaurant
business in the City of Chicag'o, and they have twv children, Clinton and
May. Robert, who is a railroad man, residing at Fowlerton, Texas, is
married but has no children. Elmer died at the age of twenty-seven
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years, as the result of inj~ries received, when he accidentally shot him.
self. Herbert, who is employed in the switchyards department of the
Chicago & Northwestern Lines, in Chicago, is married but has no chil-
dren. Raymond remains at the parental. home and has the active man-
agement of the farm, being ~nown as one of the alert and progressive
young men o~ Starke County. Hazel A., who remains with her parents,
and is one of the popular young women in the social activities of the
community, had the distinction of being, in 1907, the first graduate in
the well conducted school of District No. ?, Wayne Township.

FRANK V. DUSEK. Among that class of useful citizens of Starke
County who are of Bohemian nativity and ancestry, Frank V. Dusek is
probably the most influential and certainly one of the most suGcessful
farmers jn Wayne Township. Having been successful in private affairs,
it is only natural that he should assume a place of leadership among his
people, and his name carries weight whenever mentioned in connec-
tion with local affairs.

Frank V. Dusek was born in Bohemia, Austria, November 29, 1852,
a son of Joseph and Mary (Habard) Dusek. Both parents were born
in ad.iacent localities in Bohemia, his father at Peboron during the early
'20s, and the mother at Mezeryce a few years later. They represented
substantial old stock of the Catholic religion. After their marriage
Joseph and wife remained on a farm in their native country, and Joseph
Dusek spent ten years in the standing army of ~ustria. The children
born to them in that country ,vere; Frank V.; Joseph, who is now de-
ceased; John, who died unmarried; ~.\ntone, a farmer of Railroad Town-
ship, Starke County, and the father of several sons and daughters;
James, who died young; Catherine, wife of James Vessley, of Chicago,
and the mother of two sons and two daughters; Anna, wife of Joseph
Bolik,of Chicago, and they have two sons and three daughters.

In June, 1870, when Frank V. Dusek was eighteen years of age, the
. entire family left Bohemia, and at Bremen, Germany, took passage on

the sailing vessel the Republic, and just seven weeks later were landed
in New York City. The only noteworthy incident of the voyage was one
stprmy night, when all the passengers were kept below deck. From New
York City they continued their progress westward as far as Chicago,
where the men of the family SOon found employment .as laborers. At
the time of their arrival in Chicago Joseph Dusek had only fourteen
dollarS in money. Both he and his sons were industrious and willing
workers, and through the labor of their hands were SOo? providing for
the family support.

In 1878 the parents removed to Starke County, the father b1lying
eighty acres in section 19 of Wayne Township. That is now owned by
his son Frank V. After living in a log cabin on the farm three years,
the parents returned to ChicaglJ, leaving the operation of the farm to
Frank Dusek. The parents spent the rest of their lives in Chicago,
the father passjng away in 1882 and his wife about nine years later.
Both were lifelong members o,f the Catholic Cl;Iurch and were good,
earnest ~nd hard-working people.



HISTORY OF STARKE COUNTY 565

Frank V. Dusek, the oldest of the children, had acquired his educa-
tion up to the age of seventeen in his native country. He thus came to
America without a knowledge of the English language, and unacquainted
with American customs and methods of business, but his willingness to
work and make himself useful soon gave him employment, and, for several
years he was employed in a planing mill and lumber yard in Chicago,
turning over every cent of his wages to his father. That was the manner
of his life up to the age of twenty-three, and in the meantime he had
accompanied his parents to Starke County, and was thus introduced
to farming, having had some experience in that work in his native land.

The next interesting event iQ his life was his marriage at San Pierre
to Miss Anna Fiala. They were married by Father Stevens. Mrs.
Dusek was born in Bohemia in 1853, and came to the United States in
1871, making the journey all alone and going from New York to Chicago.
Her parents remained in Bohemia, and died there. After his marriage
Mr. Dusek lived on his father's fa~ one year, then went to Chicago,
but three years later he and his brother were deeded the farm of their
father, and in 1888 Frank Dusek took up its active management and
has since lived in Wayne Township, now for more than a quarter of a
century. He subsequently added forty acres to the old homestead, and
after that bought the forty acres owned by his brother Joseph, so that
his present farm now comprises 120 acres. It is well improved, has
good farm buildings and a comfortable residence, and the productive
soil has been made to yield abundantly of such crops as corn, wheat, .
rye and potatoes.

Mr. and Mrs. Dusek are popular members of the social community,
not only among their own people but among all citizens of Starke
County. They are prominent in the Catholic Church at North Judson,
and all the male members of the family are democrats. The children
are: Joseph, w1lo was born on the home farm in Starke County, and has
spent bis life there, being now the active assistant of his father in the
management of the place; he was educated in the public schools, and is
one of the leading younger citizens <1f Wayne Township. Anton, the
second son, who was also born on the farm, was educated in the public
schools and is now a resident of Chicago, where he is cO;pnected with the
wiring department of the Western Electric Company. Edward, who
lives in Chicago, married May V acakr. Otto, who was born, reared
and educated in this township, is a resident of Chicago and by his mar-
riage to Emma Krajec has one son, Frank. The son Frank still lives at
home and is a farmer, and unmarried. Augustine is principal of the
public schools at San Pierre, and a sketch of his interesting career is
found on other pages. Victor is now a student in the North Judson
High School. Sophia is the wife of Frank Burjanek, a progressive
Wayne Township citizen of whom mention is made on other pages.
Three other children named Jacob, Frank and Mary died in infancy or
early childhood. One of Mr. Dusek's sons owns a forty-acre farm in
his own right, and thrift, progressiveness and the best ideals of American
Gitiz6nship are characteristic of all the family.

, .
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FRANK HEILMAN. The versatility of Mr. Heilman's talent and the
excellent application he has made of the same are indicated alike by
his status as one of the representative and progressive farmers of Wayne
Thwnship and by his success and popularity as a teacher in the public
schools, his services being still in requisition in this capacity during the.
winter terms, when his attentio~ is not demanded in the active super-
vision of his well improved farm. Mr. Heilman has been a resident of
Starke County since he was a lad of seven years, and has here been iden-
tified with the basic industry of agriculture during his entire adult life,
the while he has for a long period bee~ a zealous and valued worker in
connection with educational affairs in the county, with special prominence
in the work of the local teachers' institutes.

The homestead farm of Mr. H!Jilman is situated in section 12, Wayne
Township, and comprises 110. acres of most fertile and productive land,
an effective tile drainage system having been installed on the farm and
the other permanent improvements being of the best type.. In addition
to raising the various cereals Mr. HeilmaR devotes special attention to
the propagatioll of potatoes and onions, in which he obtains an average
annual yield of about six hundred bushels of onions, and from one hun-
dred and fifty to two hundred bushels of potatoes. He brings to bear
the most approved and scientific methods in all departments of his farm
industry, and is one of the most progressive representatives and expo-
nents of agricultural and horticultural enterprise in Wayne Township.

Mr. Heilman, the popular pedagogue-farmer, was born on a farm
near the Village of Mulberry, Clinton County, Indiana, on the 25th of
March, 1875, and in both the agnatic and distaff lines he is a scion M
staunch old Pennsylvania German stock. His parents, James and Lucy
A. (Baer) Heilman, were born and reared in Pennsylvania, where
their friendship had its origin in their childhood days, though their
marriage was solemnized in Clinton County, Indiana. James Heilman
was one of the patriotic sons of the old Keystone State who gave valiant
service as a soldier of the Union in the Civil war, and he was with his
c~mmand at the front during the greater part of the great conflict
between the states of the North and the South. As a youth he enlisted
in the One Hundred and Ninety-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry,
and as a private in the ranks he made a record for faithful and gallant
service in many engagements, the while he endured to the full the
tension of incidental hardships and perils. In the battle at Five Forks,
Virginia, in the spring of 1865, he received a gunshot wound, and in
earlier service he had many narrow escapes from capture and injury. In
later years he became one of the appreciative and honored members of
the post of the Grand Army of the Republic at Knox, th~ judicial center
of Starke County, and his comrades in the organization called upon him
to serve in various official positions, including that of commander of
,the post.

James Heilman continued to be engaged in farming in Clinton
County, Indiana, until the ~pring of 1882, when he came with his wife
and their five chiJdren to Starke County and purchased thirty acres of
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unimproved land in the southwestern part of Center Township, and
eventually his industry and good management enabled him here to
accumulate a valuable landed estate of 240 acres, upon which the greater
part of the improvements was made by him, including the erection of
substantial buildings. Mr. Heilman was numbered among the sub-
stantial farmers and influential citizens of Center Township, served for
several years as a member of the board of county commissioners and
held also the position of township trustee. His civic loyalty and pro-
gressiveness made him a stalwart advocate of social and material
advancement, and he was specially influential as an advocate of the con-
struction of gravel roads in the county. His political allegiance was
given to the republican party and both he and his wife early became
earnest members of the United Brethren Church, of which his second
and surviving wife likewise is an adherent. Mrs. Lucy A. (Baer) Heil-
man was summoned to the life eternal in 1888, and Mr. Heilman. later
wedded Miss Lillie M. Dunkleburger, who still resides in this county,
three children having been bol:n of this marriage. James Heilman was
a man of lofty integrity and fine mentality, and he ever commanded the
high esteem of his fellow men. He was affiliated not only with the
Grand Army of the Republic, as previously noted, but also with the
Masonic fraternity, the lodge and encampment bodies of the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias and the Tribe of Ben
Hur.

On the old homestead farm in Center Township Frank Heilman
was reared to adult age, and after duly profiting by the advantages
afforded in the public schools he completed his education in the normal
department of what is now Valparaiso University. He has been enrolle~
as one of the able and popular teachers. in the schools of Starke County.
for a score of years, his first pedagogiC" service having been in a district
school in Center Township. In 1909-10 he was principal of the village
sch!>ols at San Pierre, this county, and for several years he has, at inter-
vals, been the popular teacher in District No.2, Wayne Township. Mr.
Heilman is found aligned as a staunch supporter of the cause of the
republican party, and in the Fraternal Order of Gleaners'he has passed
the various official chairs.

On December 12, 1902, in Wayne Township, was solemnized the mar-
riage of Mr. Heilman to Miss Emma Collins, who was born in Randolph
County, this state, on the 12th of December, 1874, and who was thirteen
years of age at the time of her parents' removal to Wayne Township;
Starke County, where her father purchased and b'rought under a high
state of cultivation a fine. landed estate of 270 acres. Mrs.. Heilmhn is a
daughter of William T. and Mary j. (Seymour) Collins, who established
their home in Wayne Township in 1887, the father having here continued
to reside until his death, in June, 1908, and his widow being now a resi-
dent of North Judson, this county. Mr. Collins was a man of sterling
character, was a zealous member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, as
is also his widow, and his political support was given to the Democratic
party. He served six years as a member of the board of county COffi-
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missioners and held other local offices of public trust. He was a gallant
soldier of the Union in the Civil war, as a private in an Indiana regi-
ment, and for many years prior to his death was in active affiliation
with the Grand Army of the Republic and the Masonic fraternity. Mr.
and Mrs. Heilman have three children, whose names and respective dates
of birth are here designated: C. Keith, June 20, 1906; Frank E., July
24,1908; and Earl Seymour, February 17,1911.

JAMM GODFREY. Industry, thrift and progressiveness have given
to Mr. Godfrey definite status as one of the repre"sentative farmers of
Starke County, and the tangible results of his efforts are shown in his
ownership of one of the well improved farmsteads of Oregon Township,
where his popularity is on a paQty with his sterling character and genial
personality.

A .scion of the staunchest of Irish lineage, Mr. Godfrey was born in
County Limerick, Ireland, in the year 1872, and in the same county of
the fair Emerald Isle were born his paren.ts, John and Bridget God'frey,
whO' were there reared and educated and who were m\3mb!')rs of sturdy
families there identified with agricultural pursuits. In County Limerick
were born all of their children, the eldest of the number being Bridget,
who is the wife of James Buckley, agent in Limerick and Dublin for the
Singer Sewing Machine Company; James, of this review, was the next
in order of birth; Patrick, who is still a bachelor, is a prosperous farmer
in the State of Wisconsin; Catherine is the wife of Albert Fridley, fore-
man of a brass foundry at Albert Lea, Minnesota; Mary is the wife of
Hart West, who is a locomotive engineer in the service of the Nickel
Plate Railroad, and they maintain their home at Stony Island, Illinois;

. and the other two children died ;young. In 1890 the parents and six of

their children embarked at Queenstown and set f(lrth on their voyage to
the United States. From New York City they proceeded to Dubuque,

~ Iowa, where they joined old-time friends and where they remained for
it short period. They returned eastward as far as the City of Chicago,
and in 1892 they came froW the great western metropolis to Starke

'County, Indiana, and established their permanent home in the Village
of Hamlet, where the honored father passed the remainder of his life, his
death having occurred on Christmas day of the year 1913 and his age at
the time having been seventy-eight years. His widow, who celebrated
her seventy-second b,irthday anniversary in 1914, now makes her home
with her children and is exceptionally active and alert in both physical
and mental powers. SQe is a devout communicant of the Catholic
Church, as was also her husband, and all of th~ children hold firmly to
the faith of this great mother church 'of Christendom.

James Godfrey was reared and educated in his native land and was
eighteen years of age at the time of the family immigration to America.
He accompanied his parents on their removal to Starke County, and here
his earnest and well directeq endeavors have gained to him distinct inde-
pendence and prosperity. His first purchase of land was made in Davis
Township, and he so effectively improved this farm that he was eventually
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able to sell the.same for a price fully three times that which he had paid
for the property. Thereafter he purchased and improved a farm of
eighty acres in section 16, Oregon Township, and his enterprise and
executive ability were shown again in this connection, for he so increased
.the value of the land that he was finally ab-Ie to sell the same at the
rate of $85 an acre-landfor which he had paid $40 an acre. After dis-
posing of this property he purchased his present farm, which comprises
120 acres of fine sandy loam land, with an excellent clay subsoil, the prop-
erty being eligibly situated in sections 8 and 16, Oregon Township, and
his attractive residence being in the latter towIJship. Though he paid
for this property only $13 an acre he has reclaimed the land from its
marshy condition and made it so productive that it is now placed at the
poteworthy valuation of $125 an acre. When he purchased the property
it was eligible only for the raising of marsh hay, and Mr. Godfrey has
been most liberal and judicious in his expenditures and labors in the
installation of an effective system of drainage, besides which he has made
other permanent improvements of the best order, including the erection
of a comfortable house, a barn 40 by 60 feet in dimensions, and other
buildings that make adequate provision for facilitating and safeguarding
the various details of the farm enterprise. Mr. Godfrey devotes an
average of thirty-six acres to the propagation of corn, which has given a

. yield of sixty-five bushels to the acre, and he raises also wheat and oats,

the latter product having given an average of sixty-two bushels to the
acre for the season of 1914. In the raising of. high-'grade live stock Mr.
Godfrey has been equally successful, and in the feeding of his stock he
utilizes much of the forage crops from his farm. He has a fine herd of
forty head of thoroughbred Polled Durham cattle, and the products
from his excellent dairy herd of about twelve cows is manufactured and
shipped principally to the Chicago market. On the farm are raised also
good grades of swine, and four teams of horses are kept by Mr. Godfrey
in requisition in the various details of the farm operations. This ener-
getic and progressive citizen has not become self-centered and looked only
to personal aggrandizement, but has shown a lively interest in those
matters which touch the general welfare of the community and is num-
bered among Starke Co,unty's stalwart supporters of the cause of the.
democratic party. He and his family are earnest communicants of the
Catholic Church. .. In Oregon Township was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Godfrey to

Miss Nora Haley, daughter of Peter and Margaret (Shea) Haley, wh0se
marriage was solemnized at Columbia City, this state, both having been
young at the time of coming to America from their native land, the
Emerald Isle. Mr. Haley was identified with railroad construction work
for a number of years and while assisting in the building of the line of
the Pittsburgh, Fort Wayne & Chicago Railroad through Starke ComIty
he became so much impressed with the attractions and resources of this
part of the state that he purchased 160 acres of land in section 29,
Oregon Township, and established here his permanent home. He
developed one of the fine farms of the county, made good improvements
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on the property, and became one of the substantial farm.ers and highly
esteemed citizens of Oregon Township. After his retirement from active
labor he established his residence in.the Village of Hamlet, and there
both he an~ his wife died after they had passed the scriptural span of
threescore years and ten, both having been zealous communicants of the.
Catholic Church. Mr. and Mr. Godfrey have five children: John was
graduated in the Hamlet High School and has supplemented this disci-
pline by a course in a business college in the City of South Bend; Peter
H. is a member of the class of 1916 in the Hamlet High School, and Mar-
garet is in the freshman class of the same school; and Lenora, Ruth and
Evaline are attending the graded schools at Hamlet.

GABRIEL DOYLE. The late Gabriel Doyle, who died in 1915, was one
of the substantial busiJ;less men and progressive citizens of the little
village of Hamlet. He showed his enterprise by purchasing and im-
proving local real estate, and had erected a substantial b'rick block in
which he had his well equipped barber shop. Mr. Doyle was a man of
unassuming worth and his character and achievements gained him the
confidence and good will of those with whom he came in contact during
his life. His name is especially well remembered oVer Starke County for
his services as sheriff from 1908 until January, 1912, when he retired
with an admirable record for efficient and courageous performance of
duty.

The paternal grandparents of Mr. Doyle were natives of Ireland and
belonged to substantial families of the Emerald Isle. They became
pioneer settlers of Indiana, and spent the closing years of long and
useful lives at the home of their son William H. in Porter County. Wil-
liam H. Doyle, father of Gabriel, was born and reared in Indiana and
gave his entire active career to agricultural pursuits, and was one of the
representative farmers of Porter County. He died at Hebron in that
county in 1877, when about sixty-five years of age. He was known and
honored as one of the sterling pioneer citizens of the county. In the
southern part of Indiana when twenty-one years of age William H. Doyle
married Miss Mary Hildreth, who was born and reared in that section
of Indiana, and proved a devoted companion and helpmate. She sur-
vived her husband and was past sixty-five years of age at the time of
her death in January, 1891. Both were earnest members of the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church. Of their thirteen children five died young, and
at the present time four sons and one daughter are living, all of them
married and all having children. Two of the sons are likewise barbers
by trade.

Gabriel Doyle was born on the old homestead farm in Porter County,
grew to maturity there, and received such advantages as were supplied
by the public schools of the locality. At Hebron he learned the barber's
trade, and for thirteen years conducted a successful shop at Wanatah
in LaPorte County. ~n the spring of 1903, having sold his business, he
came to Starke County in the month of May, establishing his residence
at Hamlet. His shop occupied attractive quarters in the substantial
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brick building erected and owned by him at.the corner of Main and
Davis streets. The building is 48 by 60 feet in dimensions. Mr. Doyle
was also owner of two other business buildings on Davis Street, each
with a frontage of twenty-four feet. The late Mr. Doyle was a member
of Lodge No. 629, A. F. & A. M., at Knox; was past grand of the
Hamlet lodge in the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and had repre-
sented it in the grand lodge of the state; and was past commander of
the Hamlet Tent of the Knights of the Modern Maccabees.

In the vicinity of Hamlet Mr. Doyle was married to Miss Amelia C.
Fusch, who wa's born in LaPorte County, March 14, 1868, and was thr,.,e
y;ears of age when her parents removed to Davis Township of Starke
County. Mrs. Doyle, who survives her honored husband, is a daughter
of John and Augusta (Kreg) Fusch, both natives of the Kingdom of
Wurtemberg, Germany, and both young when they came to America.
They were married in LaPorte County, Indiana, in 1864.- In 1871 Mr.

- Fusch moved to Hamlet, and after conducting a blacksmith shop for

II number of yeitrs bought a farm of 240 acres near that village. This
property he improved and developed into one of the 'model farmsteads
of Starke County. That was his home and the scene of his activities until
his death in May, 1901, at the age of seventy-four years. His wife died
September 21 of the preceding year at the age of sixty-five. Both were
earnest members of the German Lutheran Church, and Mr. Fusch was
a democrat. Of their eleven children five attained to maturity, and all
of them are married and have children with the exception of Mrs.
Doyle.

WILLIAM F. BRABROOK. When, in 1913, William F. Brabrook took
up his residence and began his activities in Jackson Township, there
were added to this thriving agricultural community of Starke County
the services of a man who possessed both the ability and the inclination
to contribute materially to his adopted locality's prestige. During his
long and varied career, Mr. Brabrook had been engaged in varied pur-
suits connected with financial and commercial affairs, in various parts of
the country, and his experience thus gained promised to prove a decided
asset in adding to Jackson Township's prominence as the home of
capable, progressive and forceful men. In his latest venture, as the
owner of one of the finest farming properties in the county, he is showing
himself a capable man of affairs, and already has done much to advance
public and civic affairs in the vicinity of his new home.

Mr. Brabrook b!'Jlongs to an old and honoredvfamily, and through
his great-grandfather is a direct descendant of Lord Brabrook, of Audley
End or Manor, England, a member of whose family, during his genera-
tion, came to America; and became prominent in Massachusetts and par-
ticularly in the City of Boston. The grandfather of William F.
Brabrook, whose name is now forgotten, was born at Lemi~ester, Massa-
chusetts, and there reared and educated, and in his youth took up the
trade of carpenter. He gradually drifted into contracting and was
achieving a creditable success, but figurii;lg too closely on the contract
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,for a church at Lancaster, Massachusetts, his means were swept away in
its fulfillment, and he lost his home and farm and was i>bliged to return
to his trade. He spent the remaining years of his life at Leminester and
there passed away, as did also his wife, who was also a Massachusetts
girl. They were probably members or the Episcopal Church. Their
children were: Charles, the father of William F.; Ezra H., George,
William, the only one who was not married; Albert, and Julia. These
children, with the exception noted, all became the heads of families, and
have now passed away.
- Charles Brabrook, the father of William F. Brabrook, was oorn at

Leminester, Massachusetts, in 1809. There he grew up and under his
father's tutelage learned the trade of carpenter, subsequently going into
the furniture manufacturing business on Hanover Street, Boston. He
had with him for some time, as employes, his brothers William and Ezra,
who later went into business on their own account on Blackstone Street,
Boston. These two firms later merged, becoming the well-known Dav(:Jn-
port Furniture Company, the plant of which was located on the corner
of Washington and Elm streets, Boston. After disposing of his business
interests in Boston, where he and his brother had become prominent
in civic life, Mr. Brabrook went to Chelsea, Massachusetts, and there
passed away when still in the prime of life, in 1848, he having already
become a prominent business man of that city. He married a Maine
State girl, Miss Anna Pruden, whose father later became a pr(>minent
shoe merchant and manufacturer of Norfolk, Virginia,. and died there.
Mrs. Charles Brabrook after the death of her husband was married a
second time,. being u,nited with Samuel Edwards, and they lived and
died at Bolton, Worcester County, Massachusetts, she being seventy-six
years of age at the time of her death and he much older. For many
years Mr. Edwards was manager for the firm of Lovel & Francis, ship
chandlers of Long Wharf, Boston. Mr. and Mrs. Edwards had no
children. By her marriage with Mr. Brabrook Mrs. Brabrook was the
mother of four children,. as follows: Charles, who resides at Springfield,.
Massachusetts, and is married but has no family; William F., of this
review; Julia, 1"ho died at the age of eight years; and Sarah Ann, who
died as an infant.

William F. Brabrook was born at Sterling, Massachusetts, June 12,.
1843. He was just past four years of age when his father died, ;but
he remained at home until he was twelve years of age, and secured his
education in the public schools. He was then taken by his guardian to
Tennessee, but they soon quarreled and young Brabrook ran away and
faced life courageously on his own account. The period that followed
this was one of many hardships and struggles, but eventually the youth
entered the home of Dr. Alex Hale, on the Tennessee River, and re-
mained with him four years. He then went to Chattanooga,. Tennessee,
and later to Charleston, South Carolina, and at the latter place took
steerage passage for Boston. While a resident of that city the Civil
war broke out, and he enlisted as a private in the Eighteenth Regiment,
Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, an organization with which he re-
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mained for eleven months, seeing much hard and active service. At the
end of this time Mr. Brabrook suffered a rupture, which rendered him
incapable of furthcr service, and he was honorably discharged from
the aimy.

Following this experience, Mr. Brabrook returned to Massachusetts
and learned the trade of shoemaker. Later he went to Danville, Ver-
mont, where he was in the employ of a clothing merchant for several
years, and finally became the manager of the manufacturing department
of the firm of Ware & Pratt, the large clothiers and manufacturers of
Worcester, Ma~sachusetts, continuing with that concern from May, 1869,
until January 1, 1880. During this time Mr. Brabrook met with the
greatest success which had come tQ him so far, but his health had been
gradually failing, and it was deemed advisable that he seek recuperation
in another climate. Accordingly, after looking over a number of com-
munities, he left the city in which he had been such a leading and prom-
inent figure and popular in social circles, and went to Chicago, where
for sQmething more than twenty years he was engaged in business ven-
tures. He also spent a large part of his time in dealing in real estate,

- and in 1904 traded his Chicago interests for a hotel property at Bass
Lake, Indiana, which opened August 28, of that year, as the Brabrook
Hotel, a summer resort which at once met with public favor. This large
and well-located house, surrounded by commodious and handsome
grounds, had 1,000 feet of frontage on the lake and soon attracted great
numbers of.resorters. Mr. Brabrook subsequently secured the steamers
on the lake, including the Majestic,. which, although now out of com.
mission, will be well remembered. Mr. Brabrook also secured the branch
of the Erie Railway to the lake, and the large ice business, and continued
to conduct his hotel until 1913, when he decided to turn his attention
to agricultural pursuits, and accordingly traded his hotel for his present
fine farm of 240 acres, located in section 33, Jackson TowIJship. This
has proven an excellent investmenct, as it is now known as one of the
best stock and grain farms in the county. The greater part of the land
is now under a high state of cultivation, and is devoted principally to
the growing of all kinds of cereals, although the farm is well stocked
with high grade cattle, fine Red Duroc hogs and a good grade of horses.
There are several beautiful and valuable walnut groves on this property
and other good timber, and the whole farm, with its modern improve.
ments, most up-to-date machinery, substantial and well-kept buildings,
and fat, contented stock, presents an unusually attractive appearance,
speaking eloquently of the good management and thrift of its owner. In
the comfortable home are t,o be found many examples of the skill of. l\IIr.
Brabrook's furniture-manufacturing ancestors, antiques which are of
the greatest value. In addition to this farm, Mr. Brabrook is the
owner of 128 acres lying adjacent, this also being well drained and well
fenced.

Mr. Brabrook was married to Miss Ida Pope, of Massachusetts, who
was born at Hardwick, Vermont, October 23, 1842, and was reared and
educated at that place where she resided until reaching the age of eight.
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een years, at that time removing to Massachusetts with her parents,
Gardner and Almira M. (Ward) Pope. Her father was born at Brock-
ton, Canada, about the year 1820, and as a young man removed to Hard.
wick, Vermont, where he engaged in the pursuits of the soil. There he
married his wife, having been reared and and educated there, and the;-
continued to pass their active lives at that place, dying on their farm
when well advanced in years, he being fifty-six years of age and she sixty.
They were most active workers and leaders in the Methodist Episcopal
Church, and the father was a leader of the church choir, in which his
daughter, Mrs. Brabrook, sang as a girl. The Pope family belonged to
the highest social circles, and Mr. and Mrs. Pope were among the most
highly respected people of their community.

To Mr. and Mrs. Brabrook there have been born four children, as
follows: Arthur G., who is a real estate man and fruit grower of Palatka,
Florida, and has'no-family; William F., Jr., a stock and bond salesman
of Indianapolis, Indiana, who married Jennie Seaton, daughter of Samuel
Seaton, and has one son, Ralph Seaton Brabrook, a graduate of the
Bozeman (Molltana) College, and now a successful surveyor of that
city; Daisy J., who died November 30, 1913, at the age of forty.four
years, was the wife of James A. Bryant, of New York City, and left one
son, William Allen, who is attending college; and George W., like the
others well educated, and now a resident of Long Beach, California, and
connected with the Long Beach & Los Angeles Railroad, is married and
has no family.

Mr. Brabrook, the father of the foregoing children, is a stalwart
republican in politics, and he and his wife, as well as the children, are
consistent attelldallts of the Methodist Episcopal Church. The parents
are still active in body and alert in mind, and it is difficult to bring
oneself to think that they have reached the period of three score and
ten years. They have lived long and useful lives, have watched their
family grow up about them, happy and contented, and well fitted for
their life positions, and now may rest sa:tisfied in the k11owledge that their
lives have not been lived in vain and that their efforts have not been
for naught.

" EDWARD J. JACHIM. When persevering industry and progressive
ideas are united in one man the result is bound to be a fine degree of
material prosperity and success. Edward J. Jachim, though one of
the younger men of Starke County, is one of its ablest farmers. His
home is in sections 20. and 29 of Wayne Township, where he owns fifty
acres in the former section and twenty-one in the latter. He knows
farming in the same way that a merchant k110W8 a stock of goods or
manufacturer his factory, and is a careful manager, successful in mak-
ing his land yield good crops, and shows foresight and skill in market-
ing. Most of his land is muck soil, the larger part of it improved and
under cultivation, and has steadily grown for a number of years fine'
crops of corn, potatoes and onions. Mr. Jachim keeps and feeds his
grain to stock of his own, cattle and hogs, alld has a good team of horses.
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His home is a comfortable frame house; and he has a. substantial barn
28x30 feet, with other outbuildings.

Mr. Jachim has lived in Wayne Township since 1884, and all his
active life has been spent in this township and county. He was born
at Crown Point, Indiana, October 2, 1881, a son of Jacob and Mary
(Klasek) Jachim. Both his parents were born in Bohemia and in the
same year, 1842. They represented some'of the substantial. stock of that
oid Kingdom of Austria, and their respective parents spent all their
lives in Austria. For generations the family have been members of the
Catholic Church. Jacob Jachim aha wife, who were reared in the same
locality, left their native land at the same time, embarked on the same
vessel at Hamburg, landed in New York City in the fall oi 1864, and
after reaching Chicago were married. In that city Jacob Jachim fol-
lowed his trade as a carpenter, and whil~ living there five sons and
three daughters were borh. In Crown Point twin daughters and the
son Edward J. were born. After living in Crown Point a couple of
years the family returned to Chicago, but soon afterwards settled in
Wayne Township of Starke County, in 1884. Jacob Jachim on coming
to Wayne Township secured 160 acres of wild timber land, to which
he added until he had acquired a farm of 500 acres. He possessed the
courage and determination required for such a heavy task as subduing
this land to the purposes of cultivation, and lived there and developed
an excellent farm. He put up a good house and barns, and made other
improvements, and lived on the farm until' his retirement a few years
ago to Nort~ Judson, where he and his Wife are now quietly spending
their lives and enjoying the fruits of their former toil. Both parents
have been lifelong Catholics and are substantial, honest and patriotic
American citizens. Politically he is a democrat.

Edward J. Jachim is the youngest of eleven children, eight of whom
are living, and all married, and all except Charles, the oldest son, and
the daughter Elizabeth, have children of their own.

Edward J. Jachim lives in Wayne Township and has had the environ.
ment of this locality from yo~th upwards. For his education he attended
a schoolhouse which at one time stood on his father's farm. He received
a practical education, one that fitted him for his work as a farmer. Mr.
Jachim was married in Chicago to Miss Matilda Studeny. She was
born at Cedar Hill, Nebraska, in 1881, spent the first fourteen years
of her life in that state, where she attended the public schools, and then
removed to Chicago with her parents, I~atz and Mary (Jalenik)
Studeny. Both her parents were natives of Moravia, and came to the
United States after their marriage. For, a time they lived in Chicago,
where Mr. Studeny was a merchant tailor, and from that city went
west to Nebraska, where he took up a homestead claim and engaged in
developing it for several years. He finally sold his first farm and bought
another at Morse Bluff in Nebraska, and about 1894 returned to Chicago
and resumed work at his trade as a tailor until his death about eighteen
years ago when fifty years of age.. His widow is still living in 'Chicago
and is now sixty-two years' old. The Studeny family also are commuhi."
cants of the Catholic Church.
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Mr. and Mrs. Jachim have one daughter, Mary C., born D~cember 7, ,
1913. The famiiy attend worship in the North Judson Catholic Church..
Mr. Jachim is a democrat, is now serving as a member of the advisory
board of Wayne Township, and liis father was for. five years township
trustee.

FREDERICK KELLERMANN. One of the valuable homesteads in Wayne
Township is that of Frederick Kellermann in sections 28 and 29. Mr,
Kellermann is a farmer of long and varied experience in Northwestern
Indiana, grew up from early childhood in Laporte County, was after-
wards an enterprising agriculturist in Porter County, and finally trans-
ferred hiscfield of operations to Starke County, where he has done much.
to develop the community in which he lives. Mr. Kellermann's farm
comprises 1062/3 acres, containing some of the finest soil to be found
in Northwestern Indiana,' and in a high state .of cultivation. Twenty-
five acres of his farm is the noted muck land, drained by open ditches,
capable of growing in luxuriant abundance any crop known to Indiana.
This portion of his farm lies in section 29. Mr. Kellermann is a grower
of all the staple cereal crops and keeps good horses, cattle and hogs.
He bought this farm in 1904, and has since gone ahead employing his
labor and capital iR its development. - The improvements can be seen
in substantial fences, additions to the residence and the various farm
buildings, and everything denotes capable farm management in every
particular. His barn stands on a foundation 36x50 feet, and he has a
comfortable eight-room dwelling.

Mr. Kellermann came to Starke from Porter County, where he
owned a farm of 106 acres in Pleasant Township. He had lived there
just twenty-seven years, and the farm represented in its improvements
a good share of his life work. Mr. Kellermann was reared and received
his ed~<!ationin the City of Laporte. He was born at Linden in the King-
dom of Hanover, Germany, during the reign of the' blind King George.
Mr. Kellermann's birthday was July 13, 1851. His parents were F.
William and Elinora G. (Schwacker) Kelle~ann. Both his parents
were .born in Hanover during the reign of the same king, the father on
October 17,' 1827, and the mother Mar.ch ~5, 1825. Both came of old
Hanoverian ancestry, and were members of the Lutheran faith. F. Wil-

~am Kellermann was in early life a baker,' and being a man of splendid
physique during his service in the Hanoverian army was a member of
the King's .Guard. While the family lived in Hanover three children
were born, including Frederick, and ,also two daughters: Caroline E.,
born October 17, 1853, and Mary, born April 13, 1856, both of whom are
now deceased, each having left a son. Caroline's son is Christian Shum,
a grocery merchant in Laporte, and the son of Mary is William Shaefer-
ing, in the retail meat business at Hammond, Indiana.

In 1856 the parents and their three children left their native land,
took passage at Bremen on a sailing vessel, and were on the ocean between
Bremen and New York City just se~ weeks to the hour, having an
~neventful trip attended with fair weather. The little family came
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from New York City direct to Laporte, Indiana, and the father having
. brought with him about a thousand dollars, bought a lot and built a
home. Later he sold that property and acquired forty acres of timber
land near the city, on which he lived eight years. After selling that he
engaged i1i the dry goods business in Laporte, and continued as a mer.;
1Jh8nt there until his death in August, 1904. He was a well-known and
highly respected citizen of Laporte, and his standing in the community
is indicated by the fact that for seven years he held the office of town-
ship trustee. He was a strong advocate of the democratic party. His
wife passed away in the fall of 1897. They were Lutheran Church
people, having been confirmed in their native land, and took a leading
part in organizing and building the first Lutheran Church in Laporte,
in which he was one of the chief members. After the family came to
America two more children were born: Henry F., born July 11, 1858,

.and now living retired in Laporte, and the father of two daughters,
Lena and Lillian, th~ former married; and Maria, born August 1, 1861,
and who died September 25, the same year.

At Laporte, Indiana, November 12, 1874, Frederick Kelle,rmann
married Miss Matilda Haferkamp. She was born in the Kingdom of
Hanover, March 1, 1851, a daughter of Herman and Gretchen (Keno-
man) Haferkamp. In 1853 the Haferkamp family emigrated to America
fnd located in Western Ohio. There 1\1r. Haferkamp died in 1854, and
his widow passed away nine years later. Besides Mrs. Kellermann her
brother William was born in the old country, and after the family came
to Ohio there was a daughter Mary born, who is now the wife of Fred
Miller of Minot, North Dakota, and the mother of a daughter, Chris-
tina M. Mrs. Kellermann's brother William is a farmer in Laporte
County and has five sons and five daughtel'8.

After the death of her parents Mrs. Kellermann was reared by an
aunt, Mrs. Catherine Prettybam, of Cincinnati. In Cincinnati Mrs.
Kellermann was confirmed in the Lutheran Church, and lived there until
the age of nineteen,. whett her aunt removed to Laporte. Mrs. Prettybam
is still living in that city, a venerable woman of eighty-eight years.

Mr. and Mrs. Kellermann are the parents of eight children. William,
who is now serving as city marshal of North Judson, married Lena.. "'.

Hankey and has' a son, William, Jr. Maria is the wife of Lambert
Coilins, a farmer of North Judson, and their children are Linda M. M.
and Raymond F. D. Lizzie is the wife of William Weese of Wheatfield,
Indiana, and their children are Baleria and Goldie. The daughter Ella
died ~nmarried at the age of twenty-five years. Dora is the' wife of
William Tinkham, a telegraph operator for the Chicago, Indiana &
Southern Railway at Wheatfield, and they have a son Verno Fred Wil-
liam lives at home and assists h~ father in managing the farm. Henry
is a commercial salesm&n. employed by the National Biscuit Company
at Nashville, Tennessee, and is unmarried. Nellie is the wife of Paul
Traester, of North Judson. Mr. and Mrs. Kellermann and children are
members of the Lutheran faith and worship in North Judsoit. Mr. Kel-
lermann and his sons are democrats.

., :..
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STEnLING H. WThLIAMS. One of the most interesting colonies of
early settlers in North Bend Township of Starke County came more
than sixty years ago, and a large number of the party belonged to
the Williams family and their relatives. They were pioneers in the
best sense of the term, arriving when the country was all new, and
literally hewed homes from the wilderness.

Sterling H. Williams, who has long been a successful farmer in
section 11 of North Bend Township, was born in a log cabin on the
farm that is still his own on February 20, 1854. That log cabin was
the first real hab'itation built by his father, who entered the land in
1852. Mr. Williams has lived on this one place,. grew up and attended
the district. schools of early Starke CoUnty, and has been a prosperous
farmer and good citizen.

His father, Joshua. Williams, entered the forty acres in North Bend
Township in October, 1852, and in the following year entered another
forty. At that time there was not a single road laid out in this part
of the county, and the pioneers blazed trails through the woods and
over the ridges, and there was very little time or opportunity for
comJ;nunity improvements of any kind. The family had come to this
Vicinity with wagons and ox teams, and all united in constructing the
first log home and in providing for the bare necessities of living in a
new country. Then followed many years of simplest kind of living,
struggles with the inclement forces of nature, but in the end there came
prosperity and the enjoyment of the improvements which settled condi-
tions brought about. For a number of years after the Williams family
settled in this vicinity wild game was abundant, and the family hunter
supplied a large part of the provisions.

Joshua Williams came to Starke County from Warren County as
one of a colony of twenty-two, all settled iit Starke County, and the
party had spent four weeks in following the heavy road and blazing
their way t}lrough the woods a distance of 100 miles. Arriving in
this county on October 2, 1852, the party built rail pens as a crude
shelter until they could put up log cabins. They then built two hewed
log houses and one round-log house, and cut and put up prairie hay
to winter their stock through the cold weather. Joshua WilliafDl3
selected one of the choicest pieces of land, in the county, and unde~
his management and that of his son it has been developed into a fann
that for many years has produced regularly the ~taple crops, and is
one of the valuable farmsteads of this county. 'fhis first house was
built of logs, on a small clearing made in the midst of the heavy tim-
ber, and one especially interesting feature of Joshua Williams' pioneer
enterprise was that he founded and developed one of the first real
orchards in the township. He planted all the apple trees that he could
get, and set. out all manner of fruit trees, and in a few years hi~ was
one of the few fruit-bearing orchards in the township. The majority
of the trees turned out well, and that old orchard still is in existence,
though many of the original trees have succu~bed to the ~lements and
to age, though there are sprouts and seedlings, and some of the o:~er
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trees have been grafted and are still bearing excellent fruit. There
Joshua Williams lived the life of a pioneer, hunted, fished and trapped,
and in addition to farming conducted a blacksmith, gunsmith and
wagon shop. He was one of the most skillful mechanics among the
early settlers of Starke County. In that way he did an invaluable
service to the early settlers arid his shop was one of the focal points
of population in North Bend Township. He was not only' a skilled
worker with tools in met.al~, but had exceptional ability as a wood
carver and cabinet maker. During the Civil war he put in a foot-power
lathe ,and made spinning wheels both large and small, and reels, and
supplied all who wanted such indispensable articles, as they then were,
in household manufacturing equipment. Most of the work which he
did in the early days has of course no existence at the present time,
but Sterling H. Williams, his SQn, h.Il~ in his home as a relic and family
heirloom that is highly prized a solid walnut cabinet, made many years
ago by his father, and bespeaking not only a thorough mechanical
skill but an artistic taste. In 1862 Joshua Williams was elected justice
of the peace, and served for twenty years, until 1882, with a most cred-
itable record in dispensing justice among the early settlers of North
Bend Township. A number of years after his settlement in North B'end
Township Joshua Williams sold out and in 1883 moved to Minnesota,
locating in Todd County on September 7th. That section of Minnesota
was then a new country, and there once more he took up the toils and
responsibilities of the pioneer. His death occurred in Minnesota March
27, 1884, and he was buried in Long Prairie, Todd County. Joshua
Williams served in the Union army from October, 1864, until June in
the following year, being with Company E of the Fifty-eighth Indiana
Infantry, and on account of his mechanical skill was made a member of
the pioneer corps in Sherman's army.

Joshua Williams was born in Orange County, North Carolina, No-
vember 13, 1824. His parents were James and Victoria (Welsh) Wil-
liams, both natives of Orange County, and they were married December
2, 1823. James Williams was a wagoner, and came of old' s9uthern
stock. In 1826 James, with his wife and two children, made the journey
to the states north of the Ohio River. A blind horse drew the wagon
containing the household goods, while the family walked all the way. i

.Three other families accompanied them. Their first stop was at Cam-
bridge City in Indiana, when that section of the state was still new.
In 1839 they came on to Warren County, Indiana, and lived there until
1852, when, after tne manner of pioneers, they made the journey to
Starke County with the colony already mentioned, nine members of
which belonged to the Williams family. While in Warren County James
Williams continued his business as a wagon freighter, and hattled many
loads of supplies to and from the markets. Both James and Joshua
Williams entered land in Starke County, and James Williams passed
away in Washington Township August 19, 1858. He was born on Christ-
mas day of 1801. He and his wife are buried side by side in the Union
Church cemetery in North Bend Township. His wi.fe, who was born in
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old Virginia, July 5,1802, passed away April 6, 1877. Her father,
JoShua Welsh, was born in 1770 in Pennsylvania, moved into 'Vir-
ginia, and later to North Carolina, and came to Indiana in 1826. He
was a.. stone and brick maso~, and had laid many thousands of brick in
various buildin~ at Richmond, Virgini&. His oldest brother, George,
Welsh, was one of the early volunteers in the struggle for independence.
He took part in that expedition against Quebec during the winter of
1775-76, under the command of Generals Montgomery and Arnold, and
died during the campaign. . Joshua Welsh, who came to Indiana with

other members of the family, died in Starke Countr at the age of eighty-
four, being buried in North Union cemetery. All these old settlers

. were devout Christians and members of the Methodist church; and their

homes became the meeting places for the early settlers, the preachers
were entertained in their humble cabins, and the service of worship was
held in these rude- homes. Joshua Welsh was in politics a whig, but
otheJ:" members of the family were democrats.

Joshua Williams was married in Warreu. County, Indiana, March 24,
1848. to Mrs. Jane (Murplly) Barnett. Her father was John Murphy,
possibly a native of Ireland, while his wife was Elizabeth Pickins, and
so far as known was a native of New Jersey. John Murphy was a soldier
in the War of 1812. By occup,atiou. he was a tailor) but when serVing
in the army was a wagoner. Ite was present at the surrender of G~neral
Hull at Detroit in 1813. ~e was killed in Warren County, Indiana, in
1832. Mrs. Joshua Williams was bOrn in Butler County, Ohio., Septem-
ber 2, 1823, but was reared in Warren County, Indiana, and died in
North Bend Township, of Starke County, February 2, 1879. She is
buried in the Union Church cemetery and Was a m~mber 0,£ the Christian
church. There were two children by the Barnett marriage, and one of
them, William S., died from illness while a soldier before Vicksburg, in
the Civil war, being a member of the Fifty-fourth Volunteer Infantry.
Of the Williams marriage there were four sons and one daughter, all
of whom are living and married and all have families of children except" .SterlIng H.

Sterling H. Williams was married at Knox, November 6, 1890, to
MiSs Ada McMillen. She was bOrn July 9, 18/61, in Fulton County,

, Indiana, a daughter of Thomas and Matilda (Hemming) McMillen. Her

father w~s of Scotch-Irish ancestry, was a man of common school edu-
cation; and by vocation was an agriculturist in Fulton County. Politi-
cally he was a republican. He died and was laid to rest in Fulton County
when Mrs. Williams was still an infant. "When she was four years of
age her mother moved to Miami County. Mrs. McMillen Was a native of
Carroll County, Ohio, born July 6,. 1834, and died in Miami County,
Indiana, in March, 1878, and was laid to rest in the Butts cemetery, east
of Peru. It is a matter of interest to state that Mrs. Williams was reared
in Miami 90unty within two miles of the home of Gabriel Godfrey, the
famous Indian chief. of Miami and Wabash counties. Mrs. Williams is a
w~man who because of early orphanage had to earn her own way in the
world until her marriage. She was educated in the common schools,
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and -has always been exceedingly industrious. She has been a devoted
wife and companion, an able assistant to her husband, and h,er model
home is her pri~e. She is a cordial and genial neighbor, and her many
acts of kindness have endeared ~e~ to the people of this cOmDilmity~
Without children of her own, her home has sheltered many without homes
of their own, and they had one young man with them for nine years until
his marriage. They now have an adopted child, whom they christened
John M. Williams, who, was born at Rest Gottage, in Elkhart, Indiana,
Jun~ 24, 1909, and will receive the best of training in this happy home.
What this event means to Mr; and Mrs. Williams, and also the child, is
well told in the StarkEj County Republican in an issue in June, 1910, .
herewith reproduced: "Sterling Williams and wife were up from North
Bend township Saturday, arranging to adopt an. infant boy, which they
recently ~ecured from the Elkhart Rest Home. The baby is a bright
blue-eyed youngster and it does one's heart. good t(} see the aged couple,
who have nev~r had any.children in their home, fondle the Wee bit of
humanity and humor its slightest whim. The adopted name of the infant
is John Martin Williams, and he appears to be immensely pleased with
his new name and home and parents. More than that and better still,
the aged couple are immensely happy with their first child. They are
the best people in the country and they have a fine home to offer their
adopted son. How fortunate it ,is when a homeless child falls into the
care of such good people as Mr. and Mrs. Williams. More fortunate
still, how happy it is when a childless home is brightened by the presence
of a cooing helpless bit of humanity. It is impossible to conceive any-
thing mor~ helpless and hopeless than a child without a home, unless
indeed it be a home without a child. But John Martin Williams, aged
ten months and some days, has a good home now and he will be well cared
for. More than that, Sterling Williams and his good wife will live
longer and far happier because of their new-found joy that has come into
thEjir lives."

The pretty homestead of Mr; and Mrs. Williams is known in Starke~
County as the Cottage Grove Farm. Mr. and Mrs. Williams are mem-
bers of the United Brethren church, ahd he is an independent democrat
in politics.

HENRY HENNING. For a quarter of a century Henry Henning has
been identified with Starke County. That he has accomplished those
things which most men prize above all others in the world-a good home,
provision for the future and. lor the growing children, and the esteem
of the community-needs no other evidence than the fi~e estate of which
he is proprietor in section 29 of Wayne Township. Mr. Henning is an
agriculturist who through his efforts has broadened the expanse of
productive farm land in Starke County. He has been a hard worker,
has earned every cent of his good fortune, and in many ways has shown
his sterling Americanism as a friend of schools and an upholder of
morality in his community.

Henry Henning was born. in Pulaski County in CaBs Township,

.
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Indiana, March 11, 1867, a son of Henry and Mary (Martin) Henning.
His parents were both natives of Mecklinburg, Germany, where they
were reared in the faith of the Lutheran Church and were marI:ied.
While in the old country two children were born to them, Ricka and
William. In 1866 the family took passage on a steamship at Hamburg
and crossed the ocean to New York City. From there they came out to
Pulaski County, Indiana. Henry Henning, Sr., worked on farms there
until he saved enough to buy some land of his own in Rich Grove Town-
ship. He then addressed himself to the task of clearing up and develop-
ing a tract of wild and virgin soil, and with the assistance of his capable. wife and children made a home. He built a log <!abin, which was sun-

sequently replaced by a substantial frame building, and put many acres
under the plow. In that vicimty. the parents lived until the death of
the father in 1882. He was accidentally killed while driving a team of
spirited horses, and the .exact circumstance~ of the case were never
known, since when he was found he was already past Illortal aid. His
widow subsequently married John Tiede, and moved to Denham, where
she lived until her death in March, 1905, at the age of sixty-seven. Her
second husband passed away in 1914, aged seventy-one. Both were mem-
bers of the Lutheran Church and in politics he was a democrat. Henry
Henning, Sr., was the father of nine children, and those still living are:
Ricka, William, Henry, Anna, Lotta and Bertha, all of whom are mar-
ried and have families and homes of their own.

Henry Henning grew to manhood in Rich Grove Township of Pulaski
County. He attended a German school and also the public sehools, and
after reaching his majority came to Starke County in 1890. Three
years later he invested his meager capital in 120 acres of land in section
33 of Wayne Township. He lived there and prospered until 1896, when
he bought fifty-three acres. in section 29 of Wayne Township. This
place has since been the scene of his. effectiye labors, and he has gone
ahead with improvements, has increased his land holdings, and now has
a property of which he may well be proud. In the group of farm
buildings the fine, large, white residence of nine rooms is conspicuous,
and adjoining that is a barn on a foundation 26x66 feet and other sub-
stantial outbuildings. Mr. Henning has found dairying a profitable
feature of his farm enterprise, keeps some graded cattle, and sells his
cream to.a North Judson creamery. He also has a good mixed grade of
hogs and feeds most of the produce from his fields to his own stock. Part
of his land includes tpe famous muck soil of Starke County, capable of
growing almost any crop and of almost inexhaustible fertility. Taking
the yield of his fields on the average of several years, he has succeeded
in growing twenty bushels of wheat to the acre, forty bushels of corn,
and thirty bushels of oats. Mr. Henning now has 253 acres in his farm,
about half of which is under cultivation and highly i.mproved.

Mr. Henning was married in Rich Grove Township of :Pulas~ ~:!.-unty
to Miss Bertha Dommer. She was born in West Prussia, ~~. 27,
1865, daughter of Carl and Elizabeth (Timm) Dommer, both natives of
West Prussia. The parents, accompanied by four sons and three daugh-
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ters, later emigrated from Bremen to New York and thence came to
North Judson, Indiana. Her father was a fa~er in Rich Grove Town-
ship of Pulaski County, but finally retired from active work and ~ith
his, wife lived at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Henning until they died. Mr.
Dommer died in January, 1900, at the age of eighty-one and his wife
passed away March 15, 1912, aged ninety-one. Both were Lutherans and
he was a democrat. All of their four sons and three daughters are now
married and have families.

Mr. and Mrs. Henning are justly proud of their own children, several
of whom have gone out into the. world and made homes for themselves,.
while others are living at home and gaining an education to fit them,
for careers of honest effort. Anna M., the oldest child, is the wife of
Henry Redline, and they now live on a farm in Franklin Township of
Pulaski County, and have three children, Carl, Della and Harold.
George G., the second child, is a Wayne Township farmer and by his
marriage to Katie Wada has a daughter, Leona. Bertha P. is the wife
of Phillip Gibbs, living at Hebron, Indiana. Henry L. is now employed
at the Culver Military Academy. Ida E., who is living at home, was
educated like the other children in the local German schools. Lydia M.
has also completed her education and lives at home, and the same is true
of Elsie M. Rosie E., Edna E. and Carl W. are all school children. Mr.
and Mrs. Henning and family are members of. the Lutheran Church, and
his political affiliations are with the democratic party. He has always
been a willing worker in helping forward any community enterprise, and
his chief service in this direction has been as rood supervisor.

WILLIAM F. KEElIN, For fully forty years the Keehn family have
had a vaJ.uable part in the development of Wayne Township, where they
have lived and prospered as farmers, and always as upright and hon-
orable citizens. This is a family of German origin, and after leaving
the old cou~try and living for several years in Laporte County came
to a tract of raw land in Wayne Township, and though people of incon-
siderable means, they possessed the industry and determination which
are the primary requisites in successful citizenship in this land of oppor-
tunity. William F. Keehn, who represents the second generation, and
whose home is in section 6 of Wayne Township, is a farmer and stock
raiser. His home place in section 6 comprises forty acres, with an
adjoining place of fifty-six acres, and he is also manager of. the farm
owned by his father, comprising forty-nine acres in section 5 and forty
acres in section 8. Most of the land is good soil, above the average, and
its improvements are first class. Twenty.,five acres of the forty acres in
section 5 is of the noted swamp or muck land, of inexhaustible. fertility
and capable of growing any crop that can be planted in Starke County
anywhere. Mr. Keehn has prospered as i1 crop grower and also keeps
good stock, about four horses, thirteen head of c'attle, and a large bunch
of hogs. He runs a small dairy, and sells the cream at North Judson.
The improvements on Mr. Keehn's farm include a substantial 6-room
house, a barn on a foundation 60x30 feet, and various other buildings
and facilities for his purp.<>ses.
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William F. Keehn is the son of William S. and Wilhelmina (Joliptz)
Keehn, both of whom were born in West Prussia of old German stock.
William S. Keehn was born February 14, 1832, and his wife on Sep-
tember 8, 1839, and both were confirmed when children in the Lutheran
Church. From early boyhood he followed the work of a shepherd in
Germany, and that was his vocation until coming to America. They
were married September 30, 1864, and before leaving Germany three
children ,were born, William F., Augusta and John.

In the summer of 1870 the entire family embarked on a steamship,
-the Mine, at Hamburg, Germany, and after nine days on the sea landed
at Castle Garden, New York. From there they came on west to Wanatah
in Laporte County, arriving in July. For several years the father found
employment as a farm laborer, and by careful management succeeded
in providing for his family and getting a little money ahead. Then in
1875 they came to Starke County, and the father bought ~orty acres of
brush land in Wayne Township. That land is still included in the gen-
eral holdings of the Keehn family in this vicinity. William S. Keehn
and wife have lived in this one vicinity forty years, and on September
30, 1914, celebrated their golden wedding anniversary, surrounded by
children and grandchildren and many friends. They are still strong and
vigorous people and have reasonable expectation of continued life for a
number of years. They have been hard working people all their lives
and strictly temperance, and for many years have been among the lead-
ers in the Luthe1"an Church at North Judson. Mr~ Keehn was one of the
fifteen men who built and organized that church and they have been
liberal givers to its cause. The children who were born after the family
came to America Were: Herman, who died about the time he \ reached
man's estate; August, who is a farmer in South Dakota and is married
and has a daughter; Fred, a hardware merGhant at North Judson, and
by his marriage to Mary Hankee has Alfred and Hugo, both of them
attending the Lutheran Church schools; Carrie, the wife of Julius Lamke
of North Judson, has a son, George, attending high school.

William F. Keehn was born in West Prussia at the home of his
parents, June 12, 1866, and was about four years of age when the family
came to America and has only an indistinct 1'ecollection of the events of
that trip. Most of his life since childhood has been spent with his parents,
and he now manages not only his own land but that of his father. He
was married in Wayne Township of Starke County, November 8, 1895,
to Amelia Brettin. She was born in West Prussia, January 16,1874, and
when eight years of age came to the United States with her parents, from
Hamburg to New York and then to Wanatah in Laporte County, and a
year later to Denham in Pulaski County. Her father, Christian Brettin,
died in Pulaski County, November 8, 1886, at the age of fifty-six years
and two months. He was a farmer, a member of the Lutheran Church
and in politics a democrat. His widow, whose maiden name was Hen-
rietta Fenker, survived him about twenty-five years and died at North
Judson, April 29, 1911, when within a few days oj her seventy-fifth
birthday. There are five living children of the Brettin family: Ferdi;.
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nand, who is married and has a family; Minnie, wife of Gus Dux of
Laporte; William, who lives in Laporte and has children; Bertha, the
wife of Charles Born of North Judson, and the mother of several. chil-
dren; and Mrs. Keehn.

Mr. and Mrs. Keehn's first children were twins, Clara and Emma,
born September 3, 1896, and now attending the public schools. Their
son George was born June 21, 1911. Mr. and Mrs. Keehn are both
active members of the Lutheran Church at North Judson, and politically
he is a democrat.

JOHN P. ORIGER. As a farmer and dairyman perhaps no resident of
Starke County has brought his business to a higher state of perfection
than John P. Origer, whose model homestead is in section 5 of Wayne
Township. Mr. Origer began his career in America, to which he came
when a youth, in the capacity of a laborer in the employ of a market
gardener in Chicago. After a few years he started into that business
himself, prospered, and finally in 1904 invested his surplus capital in
Starke County.

The Origer farm comprises 1571/2 acres of land. He bought 140
acres of this in 1904, and subsequently added 1.7V2 acres adjacent. This
land lies along the right of way of the Pennsylvania Raiiway. Mr. Origer
has spent time, money and intelligent management in making this what
is now justly regarded as one of the finest farmsteads of Wayne Town-
ship. Among the improvements introduced by him is a fine 9-room
house' with ba~ement, with hot air heat, a home with attractive sur-
roundings and with all the oonveniences and comforts of a modern rural
residence. The house is painted cream with green trimmings, and nearby
stands a large red barn on a foundation 62x32 feet. This barn is well
arranged for both stock and hay, and every part of the equipment shows
a well ordered enterprise. Mr. Origer keeps five head of horses and has a
herd of twenty graded Jersey cattle, led by a thoroughbred Jersey bull,
Jersey Lily. He maintains a model sanitary dairy, separates the cream
on his premises, sells it to a local dealer, while the skim milk he uses
largely to feed hogs for the market. The farm in his land comprises
black, sandy loam soil, is general well drained by open ditches, and by
careful management he has done much to improve its fertility and,

productiveness.
. Mr. Origer is one of the most ambitious farmers of Starke County,

and has shown this in his progressive business career. He came here
from Chicago, where for a number of years he had been a successful
gardener within the city limits. John P. Origer was born in the Duchy
of Luxemburg, May 2, 1875. He was of a family which for generations
has been identified with the agricultural life of Luxemburg. His parents
were Chri~tian and Mary A. Burnay Origer, also natives of Luxemburg,
where they spent most of their lives. His father is still living in Lux-
emburg at the age of seventy, a well preserved and sturdy old gentleman.
The mother came to America to visit her children, and died while in
Chicago at the age of sixty years. All the family for generations havebeen Catholics. '
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John P. Origer grew up in his native country, 'was educated there,
and in 1892 took passage on the ship Westerland of the Red Star Line
and landed in New York City at Castle Garden on the day he was seven-
teen years old. Thence he went west to Chicago and soon found em.
ployment with a market gardener. A few years later he started in the
same line of work on his own account, having only $200 at the time.
He was soon prospering and though h~ lost some money in various fruit-
less investments, he had finally accumulated $9,000, with which he
bought his present farm in Starke County.

Mr. Origer was married in Chicago to Elizabeth Straus, who was
also born in Luxemburg, August 28, 1877, a daughter of William aud
Barbara (Canevie) Straus, natives of Luxemburg, where they spent
their lives. The family were Catholics. Mrs. Origer came to the United
States in 1900, coming in the same vessel and over the same route as
her husband eight years before. She went to Chicago, where her brother
Frank had preceded her several years before. Mr. Origer has in America
three brothers, Joseph, Nicholas and John, all of whom are married
except Joseph, and live in Cook County, Illinois; and also a sister, Ma-
tilda, who is still single. Mr. and Mrs. Origer have had seven children.
Their daughter Agnes died when six days' old. The others, all living,
are: Anna, aged eleven years, and it student in the North Judson
parochial schools; Alice, aged eight, and John, aged six, both attending
the district schools in Wayne Township; and Frank, aged four, and
Dorothy, aged three, and Joseph, one year of age. Mr. and Mrs. Origer
are members of the North Judson Catholic Church and politically he is
identified with the republican party. Few men of forty years succeed
in accomplishing so much from humble begin~ings as John P. Origer,
whose accomplishments stand as a testimonial. to his clean-cut manhood
and his worthy ambition to make himself useful in the world.

WILLIAM E. ROOSE. One of the well improved farms of Starke
County is that owned and operated by Mr. Roose, in section 19, Oregon
Township, and he is a scion of one of the honored pioneer families of the
county, the place of his birth having been the old homestead farm of his
parents, situated likewise in section 19, Oregon Township, and not far
distant from his present place of abode. He was born on the 19th of
August, 1867, and is a son of John A. and Rachel A. (Vinkj Roose,
concerning whom and the family history adequate data are given on
other pages of this publication, in the sketch of the career of their elder
son, Charles H., who still resides on the old homestead and farm. It
may be stated that the father was one of the early settlers of Oregon
Township, and he and his wife were numbered among the well-known
and honored pioneers of Starke County at the time of their death, Mrs.
Roose having passed away November 22,1903, and his death having
occurred on the 17th of February, 1909. John A. Roose was one of
the prominent and influential citizens of Starke County, lived a life of
righteousness and industry, was generous and kindly, and was held in
unreservE\d esteem by all who knew him.
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William E. Roose passed the days of his childhood and youth on the
pioneer farm and early gained fellowship with honest and productive
toil, the while he did not neglect the advantages afforded to him by the
public schools of the locality and period. He has paid unfaltering alle-
giance to the great fundamental industry of agriculture, and for three
years after his marriage he continued to be associated in the work and
management of his father's farm. On the 20th of May, 1889, he assumed
control of his present fine farm, which comprises 105 acres and which
is a part of the former landed estate of his father. He has added various
permanent improvements to the place, including the erection of a good
barn, 36x38 feet in dimensions, and the attractive house, erected in 1889,
received enlargement and other improvements in 1895. Mr. Roose is
known as one of the energetic, discriminating and successful general
farmers of his native county, and his success has been the result of his
well-ordered efforts. Though he has had no ambition for public office,
he has taken a lively interest in local affairs and is a staunch supporter
of the cause of the republican party, both he and his wife being zealous
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

On the 8th of March, 1887, was solemnized the marriage of Mr.
Roose to Miss Ida E. Veach, and she has proved a devoted companion and
helpmeet, though of later years her activities have been .curbed by im-
paired health, which she endures with fortitude and cheerfulness. Mrs.
Roose was born in Van Buren Township, Grant County,'Indiana, on the
13th of August, 1868, but she was reared principally on the farm which
her father owned in the vicinity of Tyler, Marshall County. She had
been a resident of Starke County for three years prior to her marriage
and had been employed in the home of her husband's par.ents. Mrs.
Roose is a daughter of George M. and Phoebe (Dillon) Veach, who were
born and reared in Grant County, as representatives of sterling pioneer
families. After their marriage they resided in Van Buren Township,
that county, io!"'a time, and then removed to Iowa, where they remained
four years. On their return to Indiana they established their residence
on a farm in Marshall County, but four years later Mr. Veach came with
his family to Starke County and established their home at Grovertown,
where he became pastor of the Wesleyan Methodist Church. Later he
was pastor of the ~hurch at Hamlet for one year, after which he returned
to Grovertown, from which place he later removed to Grant County.
He finally became a zealous clergyman of the Methodist Episcopal
Church and, now venerable in years, he is living retired at Ora, Pulaski
County. Mr. Veach served two years as a valiant soldier of the Union in
the Civil war, in which he participated in twenty-six battles, including
those of Resaca, Chattanooga and Gettysburg. His wife died on the 6th
or November, 1908, at the age of fifty-seven years.

Mr. and Mrs. Roose have one son and one daughter. Charles L., who
is associated with his father in the work and management of the home
farm, was born on the 21st of June, 1889. Nellie F., who likewise remains
at the parental home, was born March 14, 1895. She was graduated in
the Hamlet High School as a member of the class of 1915 and is a popula!
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figure in the social activities of her home community, as well as in church
and Sunday school work.

HENRY BACHERT. The fact that Henry Bachert has been able to
retire from active life while still in the possession of his health and
strength, argues well for his industry, business ability and wise disposal
of opportunity. His fortunes have been id~ntified with those of Starke
County for many years, and his occupation has been that of tilling the
soil and raising of the products necessary for the maintenance of ~an-
kind. He is now a resident of North Judson, where he owns a comfort-
able and attractive home, but for long years had his residenCe on his
farm in Jackson Township, which he still owns, and in the operation of
which he at all times displayed a sturdy allegiance to methods which
made for advancement, progress and prosperity.

Mr. Bachert was born in the Province of Pomerania, Germany, Feb- .
ruary 6, 1845, and is a son of Fritz and Mary (Barcher) Bachert. His
father was born in 1812 and his mother in 1814, in the same province,
and there they passed their entire lives, the former dying at the age of

. fifty-eight years, while the latter was sixty-four years old at the time of
her demise. Mr. Bachert was a laborer by vocation, and a steady and
industrious workman all of his life, but his opportunities for advancement
were few, and his earnest and unflagging efforts brought him only a
humble material return. He and Mrs. Bachert were consistent members
of the Lutheran Church and their children were reared in that faith,
were given such educational advantages as the finances of the family
warranted, and were brought up to habits of sobriety, industry and
honesty. The children were as follows: J. Fritz, who is now a resident
of Arcola, Illinois, and a retired farmer, married and with six sons ~d
daughters; Emil, who on his arrival in the United States located at Chi-
cago, Illinois, where he was engaged as a laborer until his death, at which
time he left a widow and two daughters; Fredericka, who married a Mr.
Tuaer, they both dying young in Germany, without issue; and Henry, of
this review.

Henry Bachert was reared in his native country and his education
was secured in the public schools of Pomerania, he starting to work when
he was still little more than a lad. When he was reAdy to establish a
home of his own, he married Sophia Suhr, who was born in the same
place, February 7, 1849, and who also came of poor but honorable
parents. Mr. Suhr died in 1870, the same year as Mr. Bachert, and at
the same age, while Ml:s. Suhr died during the same year as Mrs. Bltchert,
they being also of an age. This may be said to be a remarkable coinci-
dence. Mr. and Mrs. Suhrwere also members of the Lutheran Church.

Like the majority of his countrymen, Henry Bachert saw military
service, being a private in the German Army for exactly one year, during
the years 1870 and 1871, when the Franco-Prussian war was raging~
He saw active service in several battles, but escaped unhurt, and received
his honorable discharge with a good record. Prior to this, as was the
~ustom, he had Rerved his time in the standing army. Very shortly after
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his marriage, Mr:. Bachert decided there were greater opportunities to be
found by the energetic and ambitious man in the United States than were
to be encountered in Germany, and accordingly he started for this coun-
try. Taking passage on the ship Saxonia, at Hamburg, after fifteen days
he reached the Port of New York City, and from that metropolis traveled
to Chicago, which city at that time seemed to offer advantages to the
emigrant. Being industrious and enterprising, he soon found employ-
ment as a laborer, and during the next three years worked faitbfully.
It was not his intention, however, to always be in the employ of others,
.for he had determined to become the owner of his own home and the
proprietor of his own industry. With this end in view he carefully
saved his earnings, and after three years was able to come to Starke
County, Indiana, and make the first payment on a tract of forty acres
of partly improved l~nd in section 34.. Jackson Township. Here, on his
new land, with little knowledge of the methods used in this country, or
of the soil or climatic conditions, he settled down to clear and cultivate
his property and to ma,ke a home forbis family.

At the outset Mr. Bachert met with many discouragements and was
called upon to overcome many difficulties, but with native persistence
and unflagging zeal he set about his tasks with such vigor and energy that
obstacles disappeared from his path, and his former crude, unproductive
farm began to take on the appearance of a valuable property. As his
finances allowed, he erected a comfortable residence, a large sto~k and
feed barn, 28x40 feet, granaries, cribs and outbuildings, and fenced,
tiled and ditched his land. In addition to raising all kinds of grain, he
produced about two hundred bushels of potatoes to the acre, and also fed,
bred and shipped I:nuch livestock. Later he purchased another farm,
on which he erected a second set of substantial and attractive buildings,
and at this time he is the owner of 160 acres of fine land. In 1910, feel-
ing that he had'done his share in the cultivation of the county, Mr.
Bachert retired from active life, and since that til:ne has lived at North
Judson, where he owns' a comfortable residence and valuable building lot.
His sons are engaged in <Jultivating the farms, but Mr. Bachert still
superintends the work, and is alert and active in both mind and body
in spite of his advancing years.

Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Bachert: August
H.'G., born February 12,1882; who has always lived on the home farm, .
is now operating the 80-aGre home farm, which is the ho~estead, in the
work of which he has shown him~elf a thoroughly capable and progressive
young farmer. He married Elma Hinchy, who was born at Chicago,
Illinois, March 1, 1890, and came to Jackson Township with her parents,
farming people who are now living here, when she was a girl. Two
children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. ~achert: Herbert, who is four
years of age, and John, aged two years. Anna, the second child of Henry
and Sophia Bachert, is the wife of WilliaIll Ludka, a farmer of Jackson
Township, and has no living children. Edward E. ~... the third child,
was born March 21, 1888, was reared and educated here, and is engaged
in operating one of his father's farms. He married Mary Bentka, who

.
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was born November 6, 1895, and reared and educated in Wayne Town-
ship, where both of her parents, natives of Bohemia, passed away. Mr.
and Mrs. Bachert have one son, William, born September 15, 1913.

Mr. and Mrs. Bachert are members of the Lutheran Church, which
they attend at North Judson, and which they consistently support. Mr.
Bachert and his sons are faithful democrats, but have not found time to
seek public offices, although always capably and faithfully discharging
the duties and responsibilities of citizenship.

CHARLES H, KUESTER. A former postmaster of North Judson, now
successfully engaged in the fire and life insurance business, Charles H.
Kuester is a veteran railroad man, comes of a family of men who have
followed railroading as a rule, and that was his business until an injury
made necessary his retirement, since which time he has been identified
more or less actively with public affairs, business and politics in North
Judson. Mr. Kuester and family occupy one of the fine homes of North
Judson, a substantial two-story brick residence, on a foundation 28 by
40 feet, and there he and his good wife enjoy all the comforts which
they so well deserve.

The Kuester family was originally Holland stock, but the generation
including the great-grandfather of Charles H. moved to the Kingdom of
Hanover, Germany.. where the two sl;lcceeding generations had their
homes. Mr. Kuester's grandfather was a wood worker, became well
known in his home locality, and among his children was Henry Kuester.

Henry Kuester was reared in the Kingdom of Hanover, educated in
the local schools, and spent,four years as an apprentice in the trade of
locksmith. After completing his apprenticeship he was disabled to such
an extent with rheumatism that he had to change his v~cation, and then
spent four years more acquiring the art of shoemaking. In both cases
he served the apprenticeship without pay. As a journeyman shoemaker
he traveled about working in different districts of Germany, and while
at Grodenkneden, the Province of Oldenburg, he met and married in
1866 Miss Catherine M. Luken. She was born and reared in that
locality. On September 21,1867, their first child, Henry, was born, and
a year from that date, on September 21, 1868, the family landed at Bal-
timore, Ma~yland, from a sailing vessel which had carried them from

. Bremen in seven 'weeks. In Baltimore Henry Kuester rented a house
and lived for one year, and in 1869 moved out to Indiana, locating at
Medaryville, in Pulaski County. There he bought a small hdme, and
the lot on which it stood is now the site of the First National Bank at
Medaryville. In that location Charles H. Kuester was born October 24,
1869. For twelve years, Henry Kuester, the father, labored at his trade
as boot and shoemaker in Medaryville, but in 1880 moved his family to
North Judson in Starke County. Here he erected a small shop on Main
Street, and continued industriously at his chosen trade until his death
on March 24, 1886, being then forty-seven years and three days old. He
was a man of untiring industry, skillful as a mechanic, provi-ded well for
his family, and among his' associates was esteemed for his intelligence
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and ability in conversation, being exceedingly well read and informed on
all current subjects. In a local way he waS active as a democrat, though
never a seeker for any office. He was a member of the Lutheran Church
at -the time of his death. His widow is still living, still hale and hearty
and bright and intelligent, though more than seventYcfive years of age.
She was born March 31, 1839. She has her home with her daughter,
Mrs. George Kiester, at Kankakee, Illinois. Henry Kuester had children
as follows: Henry, the first born, grew up in Pulaski and Starke counties,
became a railway man in the employ of the Chicago & Erie road, and is
now a switchman in the Huntington yards, and has a family comprising
Benjamin, Rudolph and Dorothy. The next child after Charles H. is
Henrietta, wife of Louis Sinadinavich, a tailor of Chicago. William G.
for the past twenty years has been employed by the Pennsylvania Rail-
way Company and is now in the signal department with home at North
Judson; he married Catherine Payne, a widow, who by her first husband
has one son, lrving. Elizabeth died at the age of twenty-one in North
Judson. One son, Fred, died in Pulaski County in childhood. Bertha
is the wife of George Kiester, a railway man now agent for the Chicago,
Indiana & Southern at Bradley, Illinois; their children are Ralph, Edith,
John, William, Irene and George. Regina is the wife of Everett L.
Butts, a railway man at Bradley, Illinois, and they have two sons,
Donald and Clair.

Charles H. Kuester, whose birth has already been recorded, grew up
in Starke County, and his education came almost entirely from the ex-
cellent school conducted under the auspices of the German Lutheran
Church by the pastor and the late Louis C. Foust, principal of the public
school, who was a man highly esteemed both as an educator and citizen.
Mr. Kuester was only thirteen years of age when he left school and
started out to earn his own way. What he has accomplished since that
time is both creditable to himself and a source of value and usefulness
to his community. His first work was as a "water boy" with the Chi-
cago & Erie Railroad. Later he found work for a time on a farm., and
then became connected with th~ construction department of the Chicago
& Eastern Illinois. From these sources he gathered much knowledge of

. the railroad business, and subsequently spent some time in Wisconsin
during the construction of se-..:eral different roads including the Soo Line.
For several years Mr. Kuester was employed with C. B. Benjamin of
the State Agricultural College, and during that time lived in Lake
County. In 1890 Mr, Kuester took a position as brakeman with the
Chicago & Erie Railway, and in the following spring was - seriously

crippled during his work, his hip joint being broken. This impaired his
efficiency for further railway service as a trainman, and he was then
appointed to a place in the interlocking tower at North Judson.. He
held that position five years, and on May 1, 1897, was made postmaster
of North Judson. For a little more than five years he served the people
of North Judson as postmaster of the fourth class. When the office was
raised to a presidential office, he received appointment on June 27, 1902,
from'Pres~dent Roosevelt as the first presidential postmaster of North
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Judson. Mr. Roosevelt reappointed him four years later, and his last
commission was dated June 10, 1910, signed by President Taft. On June
21, 1914, Mr. Kuester's successor, Frank J. Vessely, took over the duties
of the office, Mr. Kueste,r having served seventeen years, one month and
twenty-one days.

For many years Mr. Kuester has been active in the republican party
in Starke County. In April, 1894, he was nominated for the office of
~ounty clerk. Starke County has always been normally a democratic
county, and while defeated for office Mr. Kuester had the satisfaction of
running many votes ahead of his ticket. Since 1896 he has served fre-
quently as a delegate in congressional and state conventions. Mr.
Kuester in recent years has built up a good business in life and fire
insurance, and is one of the influential factors in local business at North -
Judson. He assisted in organizing and was one of the first directors of
the old Merchants & Farmers Bank of North Judson, an institution that
subsequently became the First State Bank.

On May 2, 1894, Mr. Kuester married at North Judson Fannie D.
Barge, who lived most of her early life in Atchison County, Kansas. She
was born in Cardington, Ohio, March 10, 187.5, and was eight years of
age when she went out to Kansas with her parents, Robert T. and Louisa
J. (Herrod) Barge. Robert T. Barge was born in Morrow County,
Ohio, February 4, 1839, and his wife was born in the same locality. They
were married there, lived on a farm for-a number of years, and in the
early part of the war he enlisted in the Ninety-sixth Ohio Volunteer In-
fantry. At the end of three years he veteranized, and continued with
the Union army until the triumphal conclusion of hostilities. During
most of his service he was assi~ed to special duty as a carpenter, and
while engaged in that work was once injured, though not sufficiently to
keep him permanently out of service. At the close of the war Mr. Barge
returned to Ohio, and lived in Morrow County until his removal to
Atchison County, Kansas. In 1895 he located at North Judson, and died
in that town in 1904, followed five years later by his wife. By trade
he was a carpenter and wagon maker.. Mr. and Mrs. Barge were Meth-.
odists, but of Quaker ancestry, and in politics he was an uncompromising
republican, an active member of the Grand Army of the Republic, and a
man of much influence in every community' where he lived. There were
two children in the Barge family, one of them Mrs. Kuester and the
other Willis H., who died at the age of fourteen. While Mr. Kuester can
regard with considerable slatisfaction his work as a business man and
citizen, it is with even greater complacency that he can refer to his
fine family of children, six in numbe~, all of whom are members of the
well appointed household in North Judson. They are: Helen Barge,
who was born May 2, 1896, and in 1914 completed her studies at the
North Judson High School; Louise Margaret, born June 22, 1897, now a
senior in the high school; Robert Henry, born November 18, 1898, now
in the sophomore year of high school; Howard Charles, born January 8,
1901, attending the eighth grade; Leonard Grant, born December 29,
1902, in the seventh grade; and Herman C., born July 3.. 1905, in the
fourth grade of the public schools.
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Mr. and Mrs. Kuester attend the Methodist Episcopal Church at

North Judson. Fraternally he is prominent in the Masonic order, hav-

ing affiliations with Lodge No. 438, A. F. & A. M.; Chapter No. 108,

R. A. M.; and with Council No. 78, R. & S. M. He is now serving his

third term as master of the blue lodge, has sat in the grand lodge

three times, and was a member of the building committee during the

erection of the fine new Masonic Temple at North Jlldson, which was
dedicated November 7, 1914. .

WALTER LIGHTCAP. One of the men who have had a large share in

the development of the thriving City of North Judson is Walter Lightcap,

whose home has been in that section of Starke County for sixty years. '
. Mr. Lightcap and his family have owned much of the land around and

in North Judson, and part 'of the town has been built up on property

that was included in their old homestead. Mr. Lightcap is a veteran of

the Civil war, and has played a useful part in Starke County.
, Walter Lightcap was born at Melmore, Seneca County, Ohio, Novem-

ber 7, 1842. His'parents were Levi and Mary (Smith) Lightcap, both

natives of New Jersey and probably married in Pennsylvania. They

began life in Seneca County, Ohio, where Levi Lightcap followed the

trade of carpenter. All the children, four ~n number, were born in Ohio,

as follows: Walter, George, Frances and Henry. In 1855 the family

left Ohio, and with wagons and teams crossed the intervening country

to Indiana, halting in Starke County in the wilderness about the present

City of North Judson. They located on land that was covered with dense

timber, filled with wild game, which supplied many of the necessities

of the household in the early days. Levi Lightcap received forty acres

given him by his wife's father on section 9 of Wayne Township. rhere

the parents set up housekeeping, and started out to make homes for

themselves and children. Levi Lightcap after improving the first forty

bought forty acres more, and while improving his land also followed
his trade as carpenter and built ~any of the early homes found in Starke

county. His first home in ,Starke County was a log cabin, with a

puncheon floor, a slab door, and with very few comforts and conveniences.

During the Civil war Levi Lightcap and wife moved to North Judson,

where he followed his trade as carpenter, aznd later opened a stock of

merchandise. He was one of the well known early pioneers in Wayne

Township and died at North Judson in 1870. He was born in 1820. His

wife died about twelve years after his death, and was about sixty years

of age. She was a member of the United Brethren Church. Politically

he was first a Douglas democrat and 'later a republican. All four of

their children are still living, all are married, and all have children of

their own except Henry, whose home is in North Judson.

Walter Lightcap ,was ~hirteen years old when the family came to

Starke County, and back in Ohio he had attended the common schools.

In Starke County he attended one of the old fashioned log cabin school

houses, sat on a slab bench, and learned his lessons in a temple of learn-

ing such as only the old citizens can recall. At the same time he made
88
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himself useful on the home farm, and was already of an age when the
family came to this county so that his services could be used both
in the house and in the field. After starting out for him~elf he did
farming work chiefly, and has made somewhat of a specialty of buying
and improving wild land. In this way he has brought under cultiva-
tion several farms in Starke County, and his first enterprise in this
direction was on a part of the 120 acres included in the old homestead,
all of which lay about North Judson Village. Mr. Lightcap still owns
ten acres within the corporation limits, a part of the old Lightca,p home-
stead. In the course of years he has added four subdivisions to North
Judson, and is a man who has witnessed practically every phase of
the growth of the town.

On September 21, 1861, when nineteen years of age, Mr. Ligktcap
enlisted as a private in the Twenty-ninth Indiana Volunteer Infantry,
and was a soldier throughout the remainder of the war. His term of
enlistmept was for three years, and after his honorable discharge he re-
enlisted and became a veteran. He was honorably discharged from
service December 2, 1865, several months after the close of actual hos~
tilities between the North and the South. He received his' discharge at
Marietta, Georgia. In the course of four years he had participated in
many of the historic campaigns throughout the South. Among the better
known battles in which he engaged were those at Shiloh, Stone Riverr
Chickamauga. Though frequently in the midst of the heavy fighting,
he escaped with -only one slight wound and was never taken prisoner
nor spent a day in a hospital. He came out of the war with the rank
of first sergeant.

Mr. Lightcap was married in North Judson to Louisa Jane Stewart,
who was born in September, 1842, and died at her home in Wayne
Township January 6, 1911. Her father, James Stewart, came from
Ohio, was an early settler of Starke County, but later moved o~t to
Kansas, where he and his wife both died when qui~e old. James Stewart
was a farmer by occupation, and belonged to the Presbyterian Church.
Mr. and Mrs. Lightcap became the parents of the following children:
Charles, who died when two years old; . James B., who lives in Chicago

. Lawn, and has two children, Marvin and Myra; Fred, who died in early
childhood; Margaret, who also died when a child; John S., who is clerk
in the First State Bank of North Judson,. married Martha Kroppa, and
has a s6n Harold. In 1913 Mr. Lightcap married Mary '( Jarrett) Hines.
She was born in Henry County, Indiana, grew up and received her edu-
cation there, and was married in Starke County to Charles Hines, a
farmer and a veteran of the Civil war, who died when about fifty years
of age. By her first marriage Mrs. Lightcap had the following children:
James is a conductor witl1 the Erie Railway, lives at Huntington, Indiana,
and has two children; Orlando is married and lives in the West; Otis
Irwin lives at South Bend, is with the Oliver Plow Company, and has
three children. Mr. and Mrs. Lightcap are members of the Methodist
Church. In politics he is a republican, and has affiliations with the
Grand Army Post. \
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ALFRED A. SPRUNG. Starke County in being the home of Alfred 4-.
Sphung, "the frog man," has one unique distinction among all the

. counties 0:( the United States. For thirty years he has been in business.

as a collector, distributor and general broker merchant in frogs especially,
and also turtles, ciams, crawfish and other kindred spe~ies of water
animals.

TheSphung place is at North Judson, where he has provided facilities. for the handling of his peculiar stock of merchandise, which is received

from many states of the Union, and from his place is distributed every-
where over the country. He is not only in the business so far as it relates
to the furnIshing of frogs and turtles to hotels as edible commodities,
but his mc;>st valuable customers are the scientific laboratories of hundreds
of colleges and universities and even the United States Government has
at different times placed large orders with him. Mr. Sphung has a
specialty, and has made his reputation and his SU13cess through develop-
ing one line of industry, which to the average person would seem
to give little promise of large things, but in the course of thirty years
he has mad~ it a business surpassing anything else in the line in America,
and probably every caterer and provision merchant handle this class of
products, and nearly every scientist in the country is familiar with

""Sphung, the frog man." . .
Alfred A. Sphung was born near Port Sarnia, Canada, February 15,

1853. His parents were Henry P. and Christina (Simpson) Sphung.
His father is of German stock, and his mother has a mingling of Scotch-
Irish and Welsh blood, and was the sister of the noted Jerry Simpson,
the Kansas statesman, known to fame as "sockles8 Jerry." The parents
were married in New York State, and Henry P. Sphung for a time owned
and operated two canal boats on the Weiland Canal. After one child
had been born to them in New York State, Charles H., they removed to
Canada, and lived there for fifteen years. From there they returned to
the United States, locating in the vicinity of Port Huron, Michigall,
where the father was manager of shingle mills, and subsequently went
to .Saginaw, where Henry P. Sphung died in 1883 at the age of
seventy-six. His widow, a woman of remarkable qualities of mind and
character, and in that respect resembling her famous brother, was mar-
ried again, but the marriage was an unfortunate one, and she finally went
to Texas and died there when an old woman. Her father was James F.
Simpson, who had a striking resemblance to William E. Gladstone,. the
English premier, and though a man of little education, possessed a fine
memory, was distinguished for his knowledge of local history, and was
frequently sought for counsel and advice.

Alfred A. Sphung was th.e second in a family of four sons and three
daughters, two of whQm are now deceased. He was reared and educated
in Canada and Michigan, and in early life took to a vocation which had
been more or less characteristic of his ancestors, a life on the water. He
became a sailor on lake vessels, was advanced to second and first mate,

. and for a time was captain of a small boat. In 1879 Mr. Sphung first

came to Starke County, and has lived here ever since with the exception
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of about one year spent in Illindis. He took naturally to the profession
of fisher and trapper, and for several years made a living along the

. Kankakee River and in the lakes of Northern Indiana. In 1883 he
supplied a considerable quantity of frogs for the market, and that was
the beginning of his present industry. Though Mr. Sphung's place is
often referred to as the frog farm,he has never relied upon his own lim-
ited facilities for the raising, breeding and catching of frogs and other
animals, and is rather a merchant than a frog raiser. He handles these
water products by the thousands and by the tons, and in his place at
North Judson has frequently had as high as thirty-five tons of frogs at
one time. He has shipped as high as thirty dozen turtles at one time
to Harvard University, and nearly every large college in the country
has at different times applied to him for specimens. His place at North
Judson comprises 171/2 acres of .land, situated within the city limits, '

and besides his own home on the place he has a large ice house.
Mr. Sphung was married at Knox in Starke County to Miss Elmira

J. Adams, 'who was born in Everett, Pennsylvania, in 1861, and waf;
reared and educated in Starke C~unty. Her parents were Isaac O.
and Elizabeth (Weith) Adams, her father from Kentucky and her
mother from Pennsylvania. They became residents of Starke County
many years ago, and her father died at the age of ninety-three and her
mother at forty-three. Mr. and Mrs. Sphung are the parents of ten
children, two of them, Carlos, who died at the age of fourteen, and Fay,
who passed away at the age of one year, are the only ones who did
not reach maturity; Frankford is the wife of. Robert Miller, of North
Judson, and has a family of six children; Christina E. is the wife ()f
Defford Courier of North Judson, and they have one daughter; Nellif',
who married David Sharer, is now a widow living in Chicago and has
one daughter; May is unmarried and lives in Chicago; Ora, a railway
man with home at North Judson; Lucian C. is employed by his father
at North Judson; Violet is still attending school. All the children ,'{ere
educated in the grade and high schools.

It will be a matter of interest to quote from one of the many articles
that have been published on the Sphung industry. A special corre-
spondent of the Indianapolis Star a couple of years ago wrote an article
on Mr. Sphung and his frog industry, and some paragraphs from this
description will be pertinent to this sketch.

"Mr. Sphung owns today the largest frog and turtle industry in this
country. He is proprietor over two farms. No frogs are raised at either
place; they are shipped out as fast as they. are caught. He has no trouble
in finding either frogs or turtles. From early spring until late in
autumn and through the winter his ponds and sheds are full of the little
animals. The'Indiana farm is not at all pretentious. One-fourth acre
of ground is enclosed. Water is turned into it from the pond near
Sphung's ice hoJlse. Here the turtles are placed when shipped in from
the Wisconsin: farm, where there are a score of men working all the time.
There are long low sheds built over the ditches in places. These serve
as protection for the frogs in' cold weather. Philadelphia, Pittsburg and
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Dayton, Ohio, de~nd more turtles and frogs for meat than any other
cities on Mr. ~phung's Jist. As a rule he sends 2,700 pounds of turtles
at one tiD)ce to Philadelphia. However, the keynote of the frogman's
wonderful success is struck wh~n the universities and colleges are men-
tioned. 'l'here is scarcely a school in the United States that has not
put in an order for a gross or more of Sphung's frogs. Some of the
largest regular shipments of turtles, frogs, clams and crawfish are sent
to Yale, Columbia, Harvarq,University of Chicago, University of Texas,
Leland Stanford University, University of California, Northwestern
University, Universit:y of Michigan, University of Wisconsin, University
of Mississippi, University of North Carolina and the Ohio Northern Uni-
versity. The government also comes in for a goodly share of specimens.
Recently Sphung shipped twelve dozen medium sized frogs to the
hygienic laboratory at Washington for use in the public hospital."

This article also contains some information as to how Mr. Sphung
I built up his business. "There was a time when the frog man was un-

known. The nation's universities and colleges purchased their specimens
elsewhere. The frog man climbed to where he now stands principally
through advertising. Not long after he had inserted display ads in
several school journals his reputation w~s assured. He c~ntinued for
some time to use about five hundred dollars advertising space annually.
Thus his name and fame were spread abroad over the entire country."

Mr. Sphung is the recipient of almost daily letters from people
inquiring about" frog farming," with a view to setting up an industry
of their own. In response to these queries Mr. Sphung has prepared a .
formal circular letter, and it will be of interest to quote some of this
as showing his own views on the subject and indicating the results of his
experience. He says: "In the first place I did not cultivate frogs my-
self, and while I have given the matter a great deal of thought and study
I have never tried to grow but very few to maturity. In my opinion I
don't think frog farming would be a success where frogs do not thrive.
Naturally, if conditions are right, frogs will be there. I have betJI:
catching and buying frogs of all kinds from a dozen different states
for twenty-seven years and have learned something of their habits and
have come to this conclusion: Frogs are good feeders and if you put
more frogs in a piece of ground than there is food for them they ,viI!
leave to find a place where they can get all they want to eat; therefore,
you would have to fence your frog farm with a tight fence four feet high.
They will jump over a three-foot fence. Frogs eat one another in their
natural state and if penned up and starved to it they become cannibals
more so, so you would be compelled to partition your frog farm and to
keep the small frogs from the larger ones or in a short time you would
have only the large ones left and if nQt fed they would starve to death.
In freezing weather frogs lay, dormant and do not eat, but when they
do eat, they eat nothing but live food, such as bugs, worms, grasshoppers,
etc., in fact, anything from a mosquito to the largest pinching bug or
grasshopper.

"Nearly everyone who writes about frog farming asks the question,
"
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'Is it profitable?' In reply I must say that I think it would be if run on
a large scale and the problem of feeding the frogs could be correctly
solved, but I do not think it would prove profitable if conducted on a
small scale."

GUSTAVE NAPOLEON PETERSON. Cashier of the First State Bank of
North Judson, Gustave N. Peterson is one of the best known bankers of
Starke County, has been in the business many years, and is one of the
live and energetic citizens of North Judson, a real power for good and
prosperity to his bank and a man who has done much to assist in other
enterprises in that section. He has been officially identified with the
First State Bank since its organiz~tion on January 1, 1911. At that
time the old Citizens and the Farmers & Merchants Banks were con-
s~lidated under a state charter, with a capitalization of $25,000, and the
surplus is now about $15,000, The deposits in the First State Bank
average about $400,000. Mr. Peterson was formerly for thirteen years
cashier in the Citizens Bank, and thus has had a long and thorough bank-

. ing experience in Starke County, and for some years was active head
of the Citizens Bank.

He has resided in Starke County since March, 1894, having previously
lived in Chicago, where he was born August 13, 1874. His father,
Heland Peterson, was born in Sweden, a son of. Peter Solomonson.
Heland Peterson grew up in Sweden, became an overseer of an estate,
and was married in that country to Anna C. Larson. One child was
born to them in Sweden, and it was burie'd at sea while they were coming
to America in 1871. The parents took up their home in Chicago, and
there a number of children were born to them, four so;ns and two daugh-
ters still living, while six others died in infancy. The family moved to
Starke County in 1894, the father locating on a farm south of North
Judson in Wayne township, and he died there the following year, April
21, 1895. The widow is still living, and now has her home with her son
in North Judson, and is sixty-seven years of age. She has been a life-
long member of the Lutheran Church, and her husband was of the same
religious faith. The children living are: Gustave Napoleon; Nonna E.,
. wife of W. A. Foust, of Chicago, and they have two sons, Chester and
Heland S., the former now a writer on amateur sports fo.r the Chicago
Herald, being a graduate of a Chicago high school, while the younger
son is still a student; John D. is a successful attorney in Chicago, having
ooen educated in the Kent College of Law, and married Alice Morgan;
Hattie E. is the wife of John H. Watts, a resident of North Judson, and
they have a son-John H. Jr., now eight years of age and attending school;
Abe R., who is a Chicago attorney, is a graduate of Northwestern Uni-
versity and the Kent College of Law, and at the present time is a trial
attorney for the Chicago Surface Railways; Louis H., who was edu-
cated in the North' Judson High School, spent two years in Northwestern
University, is now traveling out of Boise, Idaho, for the American Steel
& Wire Company, and by his marriage to Rachel Ward of Las Vegas,
New Mexico; has an infant daughter, Janet.
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Gustave Napoleon Peterson has never married. For four years he
has served as a member of the town board of North Judson, and is a man
whose influence and active assistance can always be counted upon to for-
ward any undertaking for local benefit. Politically he is a republican.
He is especially well known in Masonic circles, being a past master of
Blue Lodge No. 438, A. F. & A. M.; a member of Chapter No. 108,
R. A. M.; and Council No. 69, R. & S. M., and at present is worshipful
master of Lodge No. 438 of North Judson. He has twice been a delegate
to grand lodge, and was a leader in the construction of the new Masonic
Temple at North Judson, dedicated November 10, 1914. He was a
member of the building committee and treasurer ()f the lodge while the
temple was being constructed.

ALBERT FISHER, M. D. One of the best known physicians and sur-
geons at North Judson and in that vicinity of Starke County is Dr. Albert
Fisher, who was graduated from the Central College of Physicians and
Surgeons at Indianapolis in 1904, and has been in active practice at
North Judson since May 2, that year. He is an eager student, has active
ability which adapts him to his profession, is a keen observer and keeps
abreast of the times in his profession by constant study. He has taken
post-graduate courses at the Chicago Post-Graduate School, one in the
summer of 1906 and one in the summer _of 1908. Besides a large and
growing general practice he is physician for the Woodmen of the World,
the Order of Gleaners, the Foresters, and is a member of the County
and State Medical societies.

Dr. Albert Fisher was born at Warsaw in Coshocton County, Ohio,
January 6, 1878. His early education came from the public schools of
Roscoe, Ohio, and he also attended the Northern Ohio Normal University
at Ada. He is of German parentage, his father, Louis Fisher, was born
in Wuertemberg, Germany, March 4, 1837, and was of an old family
of that kingdom. In 1853, after having gained the usual German educa-
tion, and having learned the trade of shoemaker, he set out for the new
world, at the age of sixteen, traveling alone. He passed through France.
took passage on a sailing vessel, and after forty days was landed in
New York City without a cent. In order to tide him over for a few days
he got work of a butcher in New York City, and that paid his board
until his uncle, a Mr. Mowery, living at Kilbuck, Ohio, could send him
funds to come West. A week later he arrived in Ohio, and remained
in the home of his uncle until his marriage. His first wife, whose name
was Elizabeth, died in Ohio on the farm near Walhonding in Coshocton
County when in the prime of life. She left the following children:
Margaret, who died at Warsaw, Ohio, December 4, 1914, as the wife of
John G. Kaser, and left two sons; Louise, wife of John J. Gamertsfelder,
an Ohio farmer, and they have three sons and two daughters; Louis Jr.,
who lives at Warsaw, Ohio, and has a son and two daughters; John, who
lives on the old home farm near Walhonding, Ohio, and has a family of
sons and daughters; Louis Fisher, Sr., was married a second time at
Zanesville, Ohio, to Margaret Christman. She was born in Germany
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June 17.. 1848, and came to the United States with her brother Nicholas,
locating at Zanesville, Ohio, where she lived until her marriage. She
died January: 15, 1911, at the old home in Warsaw. She and her hus-
band were active me~bers of the Lutheran Church, and in politics he
was a radical democrat, quite active in local aft"airs, a man of considerable
influence, and served Coshocton County two terms as county commis-
sioner. By the second marriage there were the following children be,.
sides Dr. Albert Fisher; Lizzie, wife of Silas Bower, who is a retir~d '

farmer at Warsaw, Ohio, and they have one daughter, Margaret; Nich-
olas, a farmer at Walhonding, Ohio, married Savena Sowers, and their
two sons Ralph and Burley are now in school; Jacob, a farmer at New-
castle, Ohio, married Madge Wintringer and has a daughter Lizzie C.;
Charles, who died at the age of twenty-five, married Maggie Bowers, and
had one daughter Ma;Y.

Dr. Albert Fisher was married at North Judson, Indiana, to N oi
Collins. She was born in Ridgeville, Indiana, September 24, 1885, and
her family moved to North Judson when she was a child, and she was
graduated from the North Judson High School in the class of 1904.
Prior to her marriage she taught school several years. Doctor Fisher
has one daughter, Emphia M., who was born April 17, 1910: Mrs. Fisher
is a member of the Methodist Church. Dr. Fisher affiliates with the blue
lodge of Masons, with the Order of Gleaners and the Woodmen of the
World. Politically he is a democrat, and is a man who naturally takes
an active part in affairs and exercises an influence for good government
and local improvement. He served two terms as county coroner, and
for eight years was secretary of the local town board Qf health.

JACOB BURCH. The settlers in North Judson who came to this locality
more than forty years ago are largely gathered to their final "rest.
Among the older citizens who still survive from that period and who are
still familiar figures on the streets and in business affairs is Jacob Burch,
whose home has been in this section of Indiana upwards of fifty years,
and whose activities as a business nian~ property owner and citizen make
him well known in North Judson and that community. He h~s passed
the allotted age of three score and ten years, has haQ an industrious life,
an unsullied reputation for business integrity and deserves a high place
among the men who have made Starke County what it is.

Jacob Burch was born in the Province of Posen, a part of the old
Kingdom of Poland, June 29, 1843. His father was Martin C. Burch,
also a native of Posen, who lived there until past seventy-five years of
age. By occupation he was a fisherman, and made a good living for
his family by his operations in the lakes of his country." He married
Paulina Zerkaski, who was born in Poland, and late in life came to the
United States and died at North Judson in 1895. She and other mem-
bers of the family were all communicants of the Catholic Church. Jacob
was one of a family of twelve children, The others who are still living
are John J., Antonia, Mary, Josephine, Cecilia and Frances. All these
are married and have families.
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Jacob Burch grew up in his native country, r:eceived an education, and
was past his majority when he determined to seek his fortunes i~ the
New World. It was in 1868 that he left Bremhoot, took passage on a
sailing vessel on Feb~ary 28th, and landed in New York City in the
middle of May. His sister Frances had married and come to the
United States some time before, and he went out to Indiana, joining his
.sist~r Cecilia at Wanatah in Laporte County. For four years he found
employment as a laborer on the Pennsylvania Railway. He then. went
to the home of his sister, Cecilia, who had come to this country about
two years before. Many years ago Mr. Burch began investing his sur.,
plus capital in lots at North Judson, and has been one of the large real
estate owners and has done much to improve that town. In 1885 he
built the large Burch Hall and business block, and this investment ha~
proved the chief source of his prosperity. Later he bought other im.,
proved properties, which he leases on Main Street, and still owns con-
siderable real estate. Mr. Burch is a democrat, and has been honored
with the office 01 alderman in North Judson. He is a member of the
Catholic Church.
'\,

CHRISTOPH SCHRICKER. One of the prominent old timers of North
Judson is Christoph Schricker, who has been identified with Wayne
Township in one useful capacity or another for upwards of half a cen-
tury. Mr. Schricker is now one of the oldest merchants in point of con-
tinuous business at North Judson, and for the past twenty years has con-
duc~ed a well appointed and stocked grocery establishment on Main
Street. He built the store he now occupies twenty-one years ago, and
his place has been,the favorite trading center for customers not only
in North Judson but from the country for miles around. .JIe ha.,; a
b~ilding of brick veneer on a foundation 22 by 50 feet, and has it ~ll
stocked with staple gooqs. His name in this section of the country is
a synonym for square dealing, and that is the source of his prosperity.

Christoph Schricker was born in Bavaria March 2, 1843. He comes
of a good family of Bavarian people. His grandparents spent all their
lives in th-at country as farmers, and were communicants of the
Lut}1eran Church. There was only one child born to the grandparents,
Henry, who was born in 1807, and in early life learned the trade of shoe-
maker, but subsequently became a weaver. He was married in his native
land to Johanna Neupert, who was born in the same general locality
about 1810. Her father, Jacob Neupert, spent his life in Bavaria as a
farmer and a member of the Lutheran Church. Henry Schricker and
wife after their marriage located at Thierstein, and in that place were
born their seven children, four sons and three daughters. All except the
youngest son grew up and married. This son, Adam, was a soldier dur-
ing the Franco-Prussian war of 1870 and was killed in one of the battles
with the German armies in France. Two of the daughters, Barbara and
Elizabeth, came to the United States. Barbara married Fred Redline
and died in Pulaski County, Indiana; leaving a family of four sons and
two daughters. Elizabeth,. whose home is in North Judson,. is the widow
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of John Neupert, who died a number of years ago., and she has two
daughters, Elizabeth and Catherine.

In 1867 Christoph Schricker, after having been reared in Bavaria
with a substantial education, set out for Bremen, where he took passage
on the steamship Baltic and was landed at New York City on the 5th of
June. From there he came west to Chicago, and soon afterwards located
in Starke County. For seven years Mr. Schricker worked in the employ
of the Pennsylvania Railway Company, and then invested his savings
in a small fal:In in Wayne Township. The period of his life devoted to
active agriculture was about six years. His home has been at North
Judson: and for eleven years he was employed by the late Jacob Keller
in the latter's grist mill. On leaving Mr. Keller's service Mr. Schricker
bought the lot and built his first and only store building, and that has
been the chief object of his business energies for the past twenty years.

In Wayne Township Mr. Schricker married Miss Elizabeth Soelluer.
She was born in Bavaria, Germany, and when a young woman came to
this country and to Starke County. She died in March, 1880, on the
farm in Wayne Township, being then twenty-four years of age. H~r
only son, George William, who was born in 1878, was well educated in
the paroohial and in the English high schools, and since leaving school
has been assistant to his father in the store. George W. married a
daughter of William Miller of California Township, where she was reared
and educated, finishing in the North Judson High School. Mr. and Mrs.
George W. Schricker have two children, Grant and Hazel June.

Mr. Schricker married for his second wife Magdalena Meyer. She
was born in Germany April 18, 1852, a daughter of Lawrence Meyer,
who spent all his life in Germany. When she was a young woman she
ventured alone to make the trip to the New World, and was living in
Wayne Township at the time of her marriage to Mr. Schricker. Mr. and
Mrs. Schricker are the parents of the following children: Catherine,
who married Edward Smith of Chicago, her husband having by a former
marriage two children, Raymond and Leslie; Annie is the wife of Ira V.
Latta of Chicago, and they have a daughter Bertha; Henry Schricker is
a well known citizen of Starke County, whose sketch is found on other
pages. Mr. Schricker is a democrat in politics, and he and his family
are communicants of the Lutheran Church.

ANTON J. LINTZ. In North Judson one of the best known real estate
and insurance offices is that of Anton J. Lintz, who has been in business
there since 1895. Mr. Lintz is a man of broad experience in land matters,
trained in that business in the State of Iowa, and since coming to North
Judson has acted as broker in a large aggregate of real estate trans-
actions and has himself owned and sold several different farms in the, ,

county. An important feature of his business is fire insurance, and he
represents five of the large, and well known companies. Mr. Lintz also
has a commission as notary public.. After coming to Starke County'
Mr. Lintz built a large eight-room brick house, where he has his office, and
an adjoining building known as the Lintz Block, besides other properties
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about the town which he rents. lt is recalled that he laid the first brick
sidewalk in the Village of North Judson, and has been one of the live
and enterprising factors in the growth and development of this town.

Anton J. Lintz was born in Pilsen, Bohemia, October 6, 1852. His
parents were Anton and Barbara (Jezek) Lintz, both of whom spent all
their lives at Pilsen. The father was a carpenter contractor by busi-
ness occupation, but 'possessed the true Bohemian love of music and was
very well known for his talent as a general musician and particularly
as a violinist. He played in his native country both as a soloist and in
orchestras, and his favorite instrument, now more than one hundred and
fen years old, is owned by Mr. Anton J. Lintz of North Judson. It is a
violin of remarkable beauty of tone, and valued for that reason as much
as for its associations in the family. It is now used by the daughter of
Anton J. Lintz, granddaughter of its former owner. Anton Lintz, Sr.,
died in Bohemia at the age of fifty-six, followed some years later by his
wife, who was seventy years of age. They were a Catholic family, and the
children are all communicants of the same faith. Two of the daughters;,
Josephine, a widow, and Mary, still live in Bohemia, and both have chil-
dren. One son,' Albert, came to the United States, was a merchant and
musician, and died in Colorado, leaving a family. Another son, Frank
Lintz, is well known in Chicago as one of the firm of department store
owners, and is also married but without children. Joseph, another son,

./ is a carpenter and builder and musician, still lives in the old country and
has three living daughters.

Anton J. Lintz grew up in Pilsen, completed his education in the
gymnasium, or high school, and was well trained in music, and has a
thorough appreciation 'of that art.. In 1870 he first came to the United
States, being alone, and was eighteen days in the passage from Bremen
to New York. His first employment was in the store of an uncle, Frank
Lintz, at Richmond, Iowa. He was clerk there two years, later for t,vo
years clerk in a store at Washington, Iowa, arld was also in business ut
Iowa City:' In 1879 he returned to. Europe, spent one year there, and
married Mary Egermeyer. She was born in Bohemia in 1858 of a Cath-
olic family, and her father was an extensive farmer.

On returning to this country in 1880 Mr. Lintz located at Colonial,
Iowa, and for five years was agent for a land company owning the town-
site. He was also engaged in farming in Iowa, and from that state came
to North Judson. Mrs. Lintz died at North Judson in November, 1904.
Of their four children one died in infancy, and Edward died at the age
of twenty-five. He was a well educated young man, was assisting his
father in the land business, and a promising career was cut short in his
death. The two living children are: Christianna, who was well educated
in the North Judson High School, is married, and has a, daughter Bessie.
Emma, now eighteen years of age, has finished the course of the eighth

..,..grade at ;the North Judson School and is a student in Josephinum Acad-
emy on Oakley Avenue, Chicago.. It is this daughter, Emma, who has
shown special talent in the art which is present in nearly all the ,family,
and is a very skillful and proficient violinist. All the family are memoors
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of the Catholic Church at North Judson. Mr. Lintz is a, democrat in
politics.

CHRISTIA~ E. HOLDEMAN. An enumeration of those citizens. to whom
credit is due for the great growth and deve~opIpent of Starke County
would be sadly incomplete did it not contain the n~e of Christian E.
Holdeman, of Oregon Township. ~ring a resigeJ;lCe of more than thir-
ty-eight years Mr. :J:Ioldeman has seen pioneer conditions disappear under
the activities of the settlers, and has pl~yed a helpful part in bringing
his share of the land Qnder a state of cultivation, Through careful and.
well-directed management he has accumulated a handsome competence;!.
and at this time is the owner of 100 acres in section 26, forty acres in
sectioI\ 25, forty acres in section 36, and eighteen acres at Grovertow;n
Village, and all of this property is qI\der cu~tivation save eighteen acres
of natural timber. While his private interests have be~n large, Mr.
Holdeman has not neglected the duties of citizenship, anq at times he
has ably filled positions of trust to which he has been called by his fel-
low citizens.

Mr. Holdeman was born March 8, 1847, in Wayne County, Ohio, and
was a child in arJlls when; early in 1848, the fawily removed to Elkhart
County, Indiana. The father, George, went to that section as a pioneer,
cutting his way into the natural forests until he located under a white
oak tree and then went tp Winamac to make entry of his land with the
Government. He was one of the earliest settlers of Olive Township,
where he found wild ga~e plentiful enough to supply the family table
with meat at all times, but the hardship~ were many, the conveniences
few and the comforts none. Indian trails there were, but no roads or
ditches. The heavy timber defied the axe and the ~tretches of marsh bred
insects by the millions. Neighbors were miles away, and churches and
schools were unhearq Qf, while the pioneer home W!leS a rudely con-
structed hut of logs, barely large enough for the family's uses. Yet
somehow this family of pioneers managed to make their way, to thrive
and prosper and to establish a comfortable home. George Holdeman had
been born in Pennsylvania, and had gone to Wayne County, Indiana, in
young ~anhood, there marrying Miss Eicker, who had been born in that
county. On coming to Elkhart County they settled down to the hard
and laborious work of the pioI\eer, and managed thro~gh energetic effort
to clear and cultiv~te a farm of 120 acres. The brave mother, who had
courageously borne her share of the trials and hardships, died at the age
of forty-four years, at the birth. of twin sons, who survived her and
lived to grow to maturity. The father also lived for a,nuinber of years,
passing away at the age of sixty-four. They were for a lo~g period active
members of the Mennonite Church, and after their hqme had been
the accepted meeting place of the congregation for sometime they
assisted in the building of the first log cabin church.. They also helped
to build the first log cabin schoolhouse, which had a log cut out to let in
the ligh.t, and this became known as the Holdeman church and school-
house. The neighborhood was known by the same name, for while the
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family has since scattered, ¥r. Holdeman sent ten of his children to this
school at the same time, including Christian E. Holdeman, who had fifty-
three cousins living all at one time. The male members of the family
were originally whigs in the older days, but with the birth of the repub-
lican party transferred their allegiance to that organization. George
Holdeman aJ!d his wife were the parents of ten sons and six daughters,
of whom eleven grew to maturity and a:r'e married, except one, and three
sons and several daughters are still living, although Christian E. is the
only resident of Starke County. During the Civil war the father and
two of the boys, Samuel and Abraham, served as sOldiers, all being in
different Indiana regime?ts. During the father's one year of service, in
which he was wounded, the mother died. Samuel was in numerous hard-
fought battles, and at the sanguinary fray at Missionary Ridge was
seriously wounded, and carried the musket ball in his body until 1871,
when it was removed by a surgeon. Abraham was also wounded, hi the
calf of the leg, but his injury was not serious.

Christian E. Holdeman received only a limited public school educa-
tion, and since the year 1861 has done a man's work, running a thresh-
ing machine thirteen out of fourteen years. He was seventeen years old,
and had been working for thre~ years, when he was drafted for service
in the Union army, in 1864, and shouldered his musket to march to the
front. The regiment, however, was found to not be needed and never got
past Indianapolis, and Mr. Holdeman returned to the home farm, where
he worked until April, 1870. ln 1876 he migrated to Starke County,
Indiana, and located in Oregon Township upon a tract of eighty acreS
of practically wild land, where the experiences which had been under-
gone by his father were duplicated. The first few years were ones of
tireless labor and persevering activity, but he soon saw his efforts bear
fruit, and as time passed he add~d to his comforts as well as to his
holdings, so that he has now developed an excellent property, comparing
favorably in every way with any other to .be found in the township. His
present residence has three rooms on the upper floor, five on the lower
floor, and a basement, and his other buildings include a barn 24x42 feet,
with wing in which are sheds and cribs, and a cattle barn 2Ox50 feet.
The land, all under a high state of cultivation, consists of a good ~dy. subsoil, favorable for the production of any of the standard crops. Mr.

Holdeman carries on general farming and stockraising, and in both lines
has met with excellent success. He is' as good a business man as he is a
farmer, and through a long life of honorable and straightforward dealing
has established an admirable reputation for integrity.

Mr. Holdeman was married in Olive Township, Elkhart County,
Indiana, to Miss Ernaline Bell, who was born in St. Joseph County,
Indiana, January 26, 1846, and reared in Elkhart County, where she
attended school in the same class with her husband. She is a daughter
of Jacob and Mary A. (Drake) Bell, natives of Ohio, who were married
in St. Joseph County, and in 1848 moved to Elkhart County, settling hi
Olive Township, where they cultivated a home farm and there passed
away, the mother at the age of forty-thr:ee years, and the father when
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seventy-seven years of age. They were the parents of fourteen children,
including four pair of twins, of whom two died in infancy, the others
grew to maturity, and four sons and three daughters were married and
had children. The mother was a member of the B'aptist Church. In
politics Mr. Bell was first a whig and later a republican and took an
active and influential participation in public affairs in his community.

To Mr. and Mrs. Holdeman there have been born the following chil-
dren : Orlando, who died at the age of forty years, was married and
left a daughter, Sylvia, who married Harry Kraft and had a son, Harry,
Jr., and lives in Oregon Township; Linden, who is single and lives at
home with his parents, assisting in the work of the h()mestead; Janette,
who is the wife of William Beach, a farmer of Oregon Township, and
has a son, Howard, who is attending school; Josephine, who is the wife
of Thomas Walsh, of Grovertown, and has four children-Marvin, Sybil,
Catherine and Graydon, the last named attending school; Austin, who
never married, died at the age of thirty-two years; Melvin, who died
aged three years and five months; Alvira, who became the wife of Oscar
Anderson, a steel worker of Gary, Indiana, who served four years and
one month in the engineering corps of the United States Navy and saw
active service in Manila Bay; and Nellie, who died in early inf~cy.

Mr. and Mrs. Holdeman are consistent members of the United Breth-
ren Church. He and his sons are stanch adherents of republican princi-
ples and candidates, and Mr. Holdeman served as justice of the peace of
Oregon Township for six years during the early days. Th~ pretty home-
stead of Mr. and Mrs. Christian Holdeman is known as "The Walnut
Farm."

HENRY W. MATHEWS. As nearly everyone knows one of the most
important public offices in an Indiana County is that of township trustee,
which carries with it the responsibilities of supervision of schools, roads,
bridges and other facilities and conveniences which directly affect the
daily life of the people. Recently Henry W. Mathews was elected
trustee of Wayne Township in Starke County, and the citizens of that
]()(~ality have congratulated themselves on the excellence of this choice.
Mr. Mathews has been identified with North Judson for the past fifteen
years as a business man and citizen, and has all the necessary qualifica-
tions for the office which he now holds. In 1899 he opened a meat market
on the main street of North Judson, and until he sold his business
rpcAntly his shop was a- center for reliable provisions. In 1909 Mr.
Mathews added to the little city the Mathews Block, a brick business
structure 29 by 60 feet.

Henry W. Mathews was born in Cass Township of Pulaski County,
Indiana, February 8, 1873. His early life was spent on a farm, his edu-
cation came rrom the public schools, and at the age of twenty he went
to Chicago and learned the butcher's trade and was employed in that
line until he brought his experience to North Judson and engaged in busi-
ness for himself. Mr. Mathews is a son of August and Augusta (Glove)
Mathews; both of whom were born in Germany, and when quite young
came to the United States. The father came from the vicinity of Berlin,
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where he;had recently been honorably discharged after six years of serv-
ice as a German soldier. After landing in New York City he came on to
Pulaski County, Indiana, acquired 120 acres, was married, and with the
help of his good wife began developing a farm. Before he died his
estate comprised 240 acres of valuable land. With his wife he retired
to San Pierre in Starke County, and there lived until his death on April
7, 1905, when nearly seventy-nine years of age. He was a republican
in politics, and both he and his wife were communicants of the Lutheran
faith. His widow subsequently came to North Judson, and is now living
hale and hearty in her home at Wilson and Garden streets. The family
comprised nine children, eight of whom are living, seven married, and
six have families.

Henry W. Mathews was married in North Judson December 22, 1901,
to Florence Tucker. She was born in Wayne Township of Starke County
March 7, 1883, was reared on a farm and educated in the district
schools and finished her education from the North Judson High School.
Her parents are James M. and Hannah (Lane) Tucker. Her father was
born in Coshocton County, Ohio, in 1828, and her mother in Bartholo-
mew County, Indiana, in 1851. They met and married in Starke
County, became farmers in Wayne TownshIp, where the father died in
1891 at the age of sixty-three and the mother on June 6, 1914. Mr.
Tucker was a democrat, and while living the life of Christifln principle
adhered to no one church. The Tucker family is of English ancestry,
and the tradition is that three brothers of the name were sailors on an
En~ish vessel and on coming to America deserted their ship and found
homes in the New World. Mr. and Mrs. Mathews are the parents of
three children: Geneva Lois, born May 17, 1903, and now attending the
sixth grade of the public schools; Raymond Powell, born August 13,
1905, and in the fourth grade; and Glen Devon, who died when eight
months old. Mr. Mathews is a Lutheran, while his wife is a member of
the Methodist Episcopal Church.

SIMON BYBEE. One of the oldest and best known members of the.
bar of Starke County was the late Simon Bybee of North Judson, where
he had been in active practice for the past quarter of a century, and
where he died January 14, 1915. He had been the city attorney since
the incorporation of the town, also a justice of the peace and a notary
public, and was the attorney who did so much in this locality to secure
the right of way for the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway, serving as local
attorney for that road several years. Mr. Bybee was admitted to the bar
at Knox twenty-five years ago, and had studied law for several years
previously with the assistance of several Knox lawyers. His fellow
lawyers had a high regard for him in his professional character, and as
a man and citizen he "stood four-square to every wind that blows."

Simon Bybee was identified with Starke County since August 19,
1884. When he came to the county North Judson was a sma]l hamlet,
without sidewalks, with rough, unkept streets, and there were very few
houses in the entire township. He has himself seen as many as a hun-
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dred yoke of oxen on the streets at one time. He was a witness
and a factor in practically the entire development of North Judson
from a cross-roads town to one of the thriving villages of Starke County.
He came to North Judson to establish the North Judson Banner on the
debris of the ~orth Judson Cycl,one, which had only a brief-existence
in newspaperdom.. Mr. Bybee was proprietor of the Banner for several
years, and it was then changed to the North J'udson News, which has
since been qne of the leading papers of Starke County. Mr. 'Bybee was
connected with this paper until 1899, when he sold it to Donald Gorrell,
and at his death the paper went from his estate to Harry L. Warvel,
who later sold to the McCormicks, the present owners. Mr~ Bybee and
his newspap{)r and his law office have been institutions in North Judson
for thirty years. His newspaper was conducted in the rear of' his
present office building, which he oceupied continuously for a score of
years or more. This office was also the office home of the late Jacob
Keller, probably the best known citizen in Starke 'County. One end of
the building was at one time the headquarters of the first bank, the
Citizens Banks of North Judson.

Simon Bybee was born in Kosciusko Couhty, Indiana, FebJ:"uary 21,
1851. When he was a young boy "his father moved across the line to
Fulton County, Indiana, and there' he grew up to manhood and acquired
his education in the public schools and in Franklin College. :E'or six
years he was engaged in teaching, chiefly in Fulton County, and was
always a man both useful and influential in any community where he
resided. Mr. Bybee was of Pennsylvania Dutch stock, and both. his
paternal and maternal grandparents located iri Kosciusko County,
Indiana, among the pioneer settlers, living at Mentone in that county,
where they had farms and spent the rest of their days. Mr. Bybee's
father was Pleasant Bybee, who" married Nancy A. DeWitt. Pleasant
Bybee, a son of John, was born in Pennsylvania in 1826 and was brought
to Kosciusko County during the '30s when a small boy. His wife was
born in Ross County, Ohio, about 1830. She was a cousin of DeWitt
Talmage, the eloquent preacher and divine. Pleasant Bybee's father
was a stock droveI' before railroads were built through this section of
the country, and often sent his son Pleasant to handle cattle for him,
and it was on such a mission that Pleasant Bybee was engaged when he
stopped in Ross County, Ohio, at the home of John DeWitt, and there
met his future wife. He was married there, and brought his bride to
Kosciusko County. After some years as a farmer in that county he
moved to Fulton County, and died there at the age of fifty-one years.
His widow passed away some years later when seventy-four years old.
Both were well known and goOd people and were almost from childhoOd
identified with the United Brethren Church. Pleasant Bybee was a
republican in politics. There were thirteen children born to their house-
hold, and all but two of them grew up and married and had families.
Nine of them are still living. Simon Bybee's brother Cornelius is janitor
of the North Judson High School and another brother Melvin is a mem-
ber of the North Judson Lumber Company..
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Simon Bybee was the third son and child of the family. He was mar-
ried in Fulton Coun~y April 27, 1875, to a neighbor girl, Melissa Bryant,
whose home was on an adjoining farm, and who was born in the same
month of the same year as her husband. On April 27, 1915, they would
have lived together as faithful husband and wife for ~orty years. Mr.
and Mrs. Bybee became the parents of two children: Qevilla, who was
porn February 11,1876, was married November 5, 1904, to Bert B'. Smith,
~nd they now live in North Judson, where he is proprietor of a hotel.
They have a son Devon who was born September 25, 1906, and is now
attending school. The second daughter Lulu, who like her sister is a
graduate of the North Judson High School and was also a teacher for
some time, was born February 12, 1878, and was married September
8, 1901, to A. L. Dilts. To their marriage have been born two children:

,Helen M., born April 17, 1903; and Dariel A., born May 12, 1911. Mr.
and Mrs. .Dilts now reside at Fort Benton, Montana, ,on a farm. Mrs.
Bybee is a member of the United Brethren Church, while her daughters
are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church.. Mr. Bybee adhered to
the faith of the, Missionary Baptists. He was a republican, as are all
his broth~rs, and had affiliations with the local lodge of Masons at North
Judson.

FRANK G.. EATINGER. In his native town, the thrivi.ng and attractive
Village of North Judson, Mr. Eatinger has achieved success and prestige
as a representative business man of marked progressiveness and enter-
prise. Here he is not only the owner of a well-equipped jewelry store,

, but conducts also a general undertaking business, with stock and all acce~
sories of approved and modern order and with proper facilities for assum-
ing all responsibilities as a ~uneral director. His jewelry business was
established by him in 1904 and he has been an undertaker and funeral
director since 1912. In 1910 he received from the Haskins Training
School for Embalmers his diploma, and in this excellent Indianapolis
institution he was at that time graduated as a member of a class of thirty-
eight persons. He holds a state license as an embalmer and in his under-
taking business his scrupulous care and considerat,ion have made him one
of the 'successful representatives of this line of enterprise in his native
county. In his establishment are kept in stock a select line of caskets
and all consistent accessories, and he has provided also a hearse of
modern ty~.

The jewelry store of Mr. Eatinger controls a substantial and appre-
ciative patronage, with its complete stock of jewelry, silverware, watches,
clocks, etc., and he is personally a skilled and practical jeweler, having
learned his trade in the horological department of the Bradley In~titute
of Tech~ology, in the City of Peoria, Illinois. After availing himself of
the advantages of this institution Mr. Eatinger was employed as jeweler
and clerk in his father's drug and jewelry store, in North JudSon, in
which, in fact, he initiated his services when he was a lad of fourteen
years, and with which he continued to be associated until he instituted
his independent business ente~rise, his success having been on a parity-
with his ambition and well directed endeavors.

39
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I
Mr. Eatinger was born at North Judson on tile 20th of May, 1882,

and is a son of Milo D. and Olive E. (Allen) :I;i1'!tinger, the former a
native of Ohio and the latter of Indiana. Mild D. Eatinger is a son
. of John L. and Anna (Coy) Eatinger, the former of whom was born

in Ohio and the latter in Pennsylvania, the lineige of both being traced
back to staunch German origin; their marriage' was solemnized in Ohio
and not many years later they numbered themselves among the pioneer
settlers of Cass County, Indiana. In 1868 they came to Starke County,
where John L. Eatinger purchased a tract of lind belonging to the Light-
cap estate. This was shortly after the co~pletion of the line of the
Pennsylvania Railroad through Starke County and the Village of North, Judson had not as yet been platted. Of the very appreciable tract of

land purchased by his grandfather the subject of this review now owns a
part, the original tract having included a portion of the site of the
present Village of North Judson. After coming to Starke County, John
L. Eatinger continued to work at his trade, that of carpenter, and he
was one of the first contractors and builders at North Judson, where
he continued to reside until his death, on the 23d of December, 1891, his
age at the time having been sixty-five years. His wife survived him by
mever~l years, and was about sixty years old at the tim~ of he-rd£ath,

Milo D. Eatinger was born on the 1st of May;l~'U; and was a boy at
the time of the family removal to Starke County, where he was reared
and educated and where as a youth he found employment in the drug
st~e of Louis Foust, of North Judson. He became a practical phar-
macist, and finally became sole proprietor of the store in which he had
been employed. Later he amplified his business by installing a' stock of
jewelry, watches, and clocks, and he continued as one of the prominent
and honored business men and influential citizens of North Judson until
1910, when he sold his interests here and removed to the City of Chicago,
where he was identified with the same lines of business until 1914, when
he engaged in the jewelry business at W ray, Yuma County, Colorado,
where he now maintains his residence. His first wife was summoned
to eternal rest in 1891, at the age of thirty-three years, and her gentle
and gra~ious personality was in consonance with her abiding faith as
a devoted member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. She is survived
by three children: Mabel, who was born DeceJ:nber 13, 1879, is the wife of
William Slidinger, the leading merchant tailor at Knox, judicial center
of Starke ColJnty, and they have one daughter, Thelma; Frank G., of
this sketch, was the next in order of birth; and George E., who was born
on the 30th of May, 1889, learned the jeweler's trade in his father's

. store, and is now associated with the latter in business at Wray, Colo-

rado; he wedded Miss Mamie Dadgner, of Chicago. A few years after
the death of his first wife Milo D. Eatinger contracted a second marriage,
no children having been born of the present union. He is a staunch
supporter of the cause of the democratic party and while still a resident
of North Judson he served in various public offices, including those of
justice of the peace, county coroner and member of the school board.. He is affiliated with the Knights of Pythias.



HISTORY OF STARKE COUNTY 611

'Frank G. Eatinger likewise accords unfaltering allegiance to the
democratic party and he is serving as county coroner at the time of this
writing. He is a member of the North Judson lodge of the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, and is keeper of seals in the local lodge of the
Knights of Pythias, in which he is also a past chancellor.

On the 1st of January, 1908, was solemnized the ~arriage of Mr.
Eatinger to Miss Nellie C. Horton, who was born at North Judson on
the 6th of March, 1889, and who is a daughter of William F. and Olive
(Enyart) Horton, the former of whom was born in Ohio on the 28th
of February; 1851, and the tatter of whom was born in Fulton County,
Indiana, August) 7, 1861. In 1885 Mr. Horton came to Starke County
and established his residence at North ,Judson, where he engaged in busi-,
ness as a dealer in wall paper, paints and other supplies and also became
a successful house decorator. In 1913 he and his wife removed to the
City of HammQnd, this state, where he is now engaged in the confec-
tionery business. He is a republican in politics, is affiliated with the
Masonic fraternity is a Baptist in his religious faith and his wife is a
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. and Mrs. Eating<:r
have no children.

FRANK J. VESSELY. The initiative and executive ability of Mr.
Vessely have gained for him distinctive prominence and influence as one
of the most progressive and substantial business men of the Village of
North Judson, and his activities and service have extended beyond the
limits of industrial and commercial enterprise, as evidenced by the fact
that he is the efficient and popular postmaster of his home village and
is known as one of the most liber~l and public-spirited citizens of this
thriving town. Mr. Vessely is president of the North Judson Electric
Company and also of the North Judson Milling Company, which r,epre-
sent important and flourishing industrial enterprises of Starke County.
The milling company was organized in 1894 and the present corporation
has owned and operated the well equipped aud essentially modern flour
mill since 1904. The electric and milling enterprises. were conducted
conjointly until 1912, when the interests were separated and the in-
dividual companies formed, with Mr. Vessely as president of each. He
has been identified with the two enterprises from the time of their inc~p-
tion, and the electric company furnished both light and power facilities
to North Judson. In May, 1914, Mr. Vessely received commission as
postmaster and he assumed the duties of this office on the 22d of the
following month. With characteristic enterprise ~nd ability he has made
many admirable improvements in the service and facilities of_the local.
post,office, which is of the third-class and which is the headquarters for
three important rural free-delivery routes. As his able deputy post-
master Mr. Vessely is fortunate in retaining George W. Schricker, who
proves a most effective coadjutor in handling the business of the office.

Mr. Vessely was born in the Province of Bohemia, Austria, on the
I 16th of March,. 1874, and is a son of Frank and Mary (Fitel) Vessely,

who immigrated to the United States in 1881, being accompanied by their
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five children, the subject of this review having been at the time a lad
of seven years. At Hamburg the family embarked on the ship Salva,
and fourteen days were consumed in making the voyage ~rom that port
to New York City, where the family disembarked on the 21st of June,
1881. From New York the journey was continued to the City of
Chicago, Illinois, where the family home was maintained for the ensuing
eleven years and where all of the children were afforded the advantages
of the public schools. In 1892 the entire family came to Starke County,
where the father purchased the Butterfield farm, of 240 acres, in section
23, Jackson Township. He became one of the substantial and honored
agriculturists and stock-growers of the county and continued to reside
on his homestead farm until his,death. He was born on the 13th of
June, 1845, and thus was nearly. sixty-four years of age at the time of
his death; on the 29th of May, 1909. His widow now resides in the Vil-
lage of North Judson, her birth having occurred on the 2~d of May, 1849.
Mrs. Vessely is a devout communicant of the Catholic Church, as was
also her husband, and in the faith of the great mother church of Chris-
tendom they carefully reared their children, three sons and five daugh-
ters, all of whom are living except one son, Wense]ous, who died at the
age of ten years. All of the surviving children except the youngest are
married and well established in. life, their names being here entered in
respective order of birth: Mary, Lizz~e, Frank J., Ro~, Anni,e, Joseph,Bessie and Thomas. .

The present postmaster of North Judson was reared to adult age in
~he City of Chicago and was eighteen years of age at the time of the
family removal to Starke County. He continued to be associated' with I

the work and management of. the extensive home farm until 1904, when
he removed to North Judson, where he has since been prominently and
worthily identified with business interests of special importance, as
already noted in a preceding paragraph of this article. He is a most
zealous supporter of the cause of the democratic party, has served for
four years as a member of the town board since his removal to North
Judson, and while still on the farm he was the incuIllbent of the office
of assessor of Jackson Township for four years. Both he and his wife
are active members of th~ North Judson parish of the Catholic Church,
of which they are earnest and influential communicants and of which
he is a trustee, besides which he is affiliated with the Knights of Columbus
and the Catholic Order of Foresters.

In the City of Chicago was solemnized the marriage o~Mr. Vessely
to Miss Annie Prochaska, who was born in that city on the 19th 'of July,
1879, and whose parents, James and Mary (Kral) Prochaska, still main-
tain their home in the great western metropolis, both having been bQrn
and reared in Bohemia, Austria. Mr. and Mrs. Vessely became the
parents of seven children, all of whom are living except the second,
Annie, who dIed at the age of four years. The names of the surviving
children are here desi~ated, with respective 'ages at the opening of.the
year 1915, and the older children are attending the parochial school of
the local Catholic Church: Mary, eleven years; Wenselous, eight years;

~
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Rosa, six years; Frank, four years; Joseph, two years; Elizabeth, four
months old. .

,

AUGUST I'OHRTE. The lineage of this well known citiz~n of North
Judson traces back to sterling 'German and French oriwn, and on the
paternal side representatives have for many generations been prom-
inently identified with pastoral pursuits in Germany, where the father
of Mr. Pohrte not only followed this vocation but also served as a valiant,
soldier in the war between Prussia and Denmark and also in the Franco-
Prussian war.

Mr. Pohrte has been a resident of the United States for more than
thirty years and has maintained his home in Starke County since 1891,
He came from Germany to America as a youth of eighteen years, and
tho¥gh he was !J. stranger in a strange laJ ld, unfamiliar with the l~nguage
of the country, and with financial reSOUJ'ces of most meager order, he was
amply fortified in integrity of purpose, ambition, determination and
self-reliance, so that, with an excellent knowledge of the tailor's trade,
he found ample opportunity for applying his enerwes and making his
way forward to the goal of independence and worthy success. He fol.
lowed his trade in the City of Chicago for nearly a decade and then
came to Starke County and engaged in agricultural pursuits, in connec-
tion with which. he developed a fine faIlIll. He is now living virtually
retired in the Village of North Judson, where he is the owner of a fine
brick residence and where he still finds pleasure and profit in devoting
considerable time to his trade, as an expert designer anq cutter of men's
apparel He has won a host of friends in the county and is a citizen to
whom it is pleasing and consistent to accord recognition in this history.

William Pohrte, father of him whose name introduces this review,
passed his entire life in Germany. He was born in the Province of
Brandenburg, Germany, not far distant from the City of Berlin, and the
year 1833 was the date of his nativity. He was a son of William Pohrte,
Sr., who likewise was a native of Brandenburg, and whose entire active
life was given to service as a shepherd on large government estates,
this line of enterprise having also been followed by the latter's father.
and undoubtedly by representatives of earlier generations. William
Pohrte, Jr., was afforded excellent educational advantages and in early
youth became associated with his father in pastoral activities, his entire
active career in times of peace having been one of close identification
with the work of a shepherd and he having become an overseer or super-
intendent in this field of industry, as had been his father before him.
He became an authority in all things pertaining to sheep culture and
was prospered in his earnest endeavors as one of the world's productive
workers. In 1864 he was a soldier in the GerD!an-Danish war, and the
great Franco-Prussian war again called him into the military ranks. In
this historic confiicthe rendered faithful and gallant service, participated
in numerous engagements and endured hardships that permanently
shattered his health, though he escaped wounds. After .the war his

. health continued to be much impaired until his death, ten years later,
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and he was fifty-four years of age, when summoned to the life eternal,
having been at the time a resident of "\Vest Prussia. His widow later
came to the United States in company with her youngest daughter and
one of her younger sons, who had succeeded his father as a shepherd.

. Upon their arrival in the port of New York City they forthwith made

ready to continue their journey to the West, and they established their
home On a farm in Pulaski County, Indiana, where the venerable mother
passed the remainder of her life and where she passed away at the age
of seventy-three years; she was a devout communicant of the Lutheran
Church, as was also her husband, and virtually the entire family in
present and past generations has held to the faith of this religious
denomination.

August Pohrte was born in West Prussia, on the 18th of August, 1863,
and he profited fully by the advantages of the excellent schools of his
native land, besides acquiring in his boyhoo~ and early youth m'~h
experience as a shepherd. There also he served a full apprenticeship to
the tailor's trade, in which he became a skilled workman. In 1882, at
the age of eighteen years, he embarked, in the City of Hamburg, on the
ship Weiland, by which he found passage to the United States. He
landed in New York City on the 22d of March and soon afterward made
his way to Chicago, in which city he arrived at noon. Before an hour
had elapsed he there found employment at his trade, and such was his
ability in this line that, with his fidelity and earnest application, he
never was compelled to seek a position during the nine years of his resi-
dence in the great metropolis of the West. His sight finally became im"
paired through his close attention to his trade and in the meanwhile he
had carefully conserved his earnings, so that under these conditions he
determined to seek a radically different vocation. Accol'dingly, in 1891,
he came to Starke County, where he purchased 160 acres of land, one-
half of the tract being in Richgrove Township, Pulaski County, and the
remaining half in Wayne Township, Starke County-all in one body.
He remained on this homestead ten years, within which each successive
season gave evidence of his energy, industry and progressiveness. He
developed the property into one of the finely improved an~ productive
farms of the county. Much of the land was cleared by him, good fences
were built and an effective drainage system installed, besides which he
erected on the place a substantial and attraetive residence and other
good farm buildings. Definite prosperity came to him and in 1894 he
made an advantageous disposal of his farm, in connection with the sale
of which he acquired his present fine brick residence of eight rooms, the
same being one of the best in the village of North Judson, where he has
since lived retired save for handling more or less work along the line
of his trade, as previovsly noted. Mr. Pohrte is a loyal and public-
spirited citizen, is now aligned in politics as a supporter of the principles
of the progressive party, is affiliated with the local lodge of Free and
Accepted Masons, and both he and his wife are zealous members of the
Methodist Episcopal Church in their home village.

In White County, this state, was solemnized the marriage of Mr.

I
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Pohrte to Miss Della R. Shafer, who was there born on the 5th of-Feb-
ruary, 1881, and who is a daughter of Jonathan and Margaret (Towns-
ley) Shafer, the former of whom was born in Pennsylvania, of German
lineage, and the latter in Ohio, of Scotch ancestry. The marriage of Mr.
and Mrs. Shafer was'solemnized in White County, Indiana, where Mr.
Shafer, has long and successfully been identified with the great
basic industry of agriculture and where he celebrated his seventy-eighth
birthday anniversary on the 13th of October, 1914. His cherished and
devoted wife was summoned to the life eternal upon her sixty-ninth
birthday anniversary and her funeral was held on the fiftieth anniversary
of their marriage. She. was a gentle and noble woman and devoted
mother, was a Presbyterian in her religious faith and her husband is a
member of the Dunkard Church. Of their nine children only three are
now living: Clara, who is the wife of George W. ;Lucy, of Logansport,
Indiana; Blaine, who is a bachelor and now residing in the West; and
Della, who is the wife of the subject of this review.

By a former marriage Mr. Pohrte became the father of six children,
_concerning whom the following data are entered: Otto died at the age
of twenty-one years; Louise is the wife of Percy Rothschild, of Chicago;
Edward is in the employ of the firm of Carson, Pirie, Scott & Co. of
that city; William is employed in the office of a large Chicago manu-
factory of fashion plates; Frank holds a clerical position in the offices
of the Chicago Telephone Company; and Erna is a student in the high
school at North Judson. Mr. and Mrs. Pohrte have one son, George D.,
who was born October 19, 1905, and who is attending the public schools.

OTTO ALTMANN. In an eligible location on Lane Street, in the busi-
ness center of the village of North Judson, is situated the well-appointed \

hardware store and harness shop of Mr. Altmann, who is one of the pro-
gressive and representative merchants of this part of the county and
whose sterling honesty and fairness have combined with effective service
to develop his business enterprise into one of substantial and important
order. He erected his excellent business building and has been num-
bered among the enterprising merchants of North Judson since 1894.
In his establishment is carried a complete and select stock of heavy and
shelf hardware, stoyes, ranges and farming implements, and he handles
also the best of farm machinery, including threshing machines and gas
engines, besides a stock of harness and saddlery goods, with a well-
equipped repair shop in connection with this department of his business.

In 1894 Mr. Altmann came from the City of Hammond, this state,
where he had been employed for two years, and he initiated business in
North Judson as a harnessmaker, his original establishment having been
one of modest order. He had immigrated from Germany to this country
in 1892, in whi~h year he engaged in the work of his trade at Hammond,
and North Judson has been favored in gaining him as a popular and able
member of its business community. He has been in the most significant
sense the architect of his own fortunes and has found in the United
States the advantages and opportunities that have enabled him to achieve

"
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definite independence and prosperity, the while he has fully assimilated
the American spirit and is a loyal and public-spirited citizen, though
he consistently retains a deep affection for his fatherland across the sea.

Mr. Altmann was born in the fine little Kingdom of Saxon-:,', Germany,
on. the 7th of August, 1868, and the house in which he was born, at Eisle-
ben, was directly acrosS the street from that in which was born Martin
Luth~r, the great religious reformer whose zeal has left enduring influ-
ence on the history of the world., Mr. Altmann was baptized in the same
ancient/stone church in which Luther was christened, and his father,
Christian Altmann, was the able and honored director of the music of
this ancie~t place of worship. Christian Altmann was a man of liberal
education, having received high academic discipline during seven years
of collegiate work, and he was not only a successful and popular teacher
in the schools of his home village, but was also a specially talented
musician, with much ability in playing the pipe organ, piano and vioiin.
He continued to reside in his native kingdom until the time of his death,
at the age of sixty-eight years, and ducing the last three :years of his
lift:, he receIved from the German Government an appreciable pension,
in recognition of his ability and effective services. His father, Gotfried
Altmann, had been the owner of a large landed estate in Saxony, had
been prominent and influential in his community and had Served thirty
years as mayor or burgomeister of the Borough of Zobigke, where he
continued to reside until his death. In Saxony the family has long been
notable for zealous association with the Lutheran Church, of which its
members in each succeeding generation became devout communicants.

The maiden name of the mother of Otto Altmann was Amelia Feff-
hauser, and she was born and reared in the same place as was her hus-
band, whom she preceded to the life eterna:l. She likewise was a member
of a sterling old Saxon family and was a lifelong communicant of the
Lutheran Church. Of the five childr~n, Otto, of'this sketch, is the only
one who came to the United States, the other four children having
attained to maturity, married and reared children, and one of the num-
ber, Clara, being now deceased. The three surviving children still reside
in Saxony., namely: Carl, Paul and Willhelm. Carl is a bookbinder by
trade and vocation, Paul is a wood-turner, and Willhelm is a successful.
schoolteacher.

As may well be understood from the foregoing statements concern"'
ing the family, Otto Altmann was reared in a home of distinctive culture
and refinement and received an excellent education, largely under the
able preceptorship of his honored father. As a youth he worked two
years in a military supply house and he then served. a thorough appren-
ticeship to the trade of harnessmaker, in which he became a specially
skillful artisan. Becoming convinced that wider opportunities for ad-
vancement through personal effort were offered in the United States, in
1892 he severed the gracious ties that bound him to home and father-
land and set forth for America. At Hamburg he embarked on the
steamer Kansas, and o~ the 20th of June he land~d in the City of Bos-
ton. . He thence made his way to Chicago and shortly afterward estab-
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lished his residence at Hammond, Indiana, where he was' engaged in
the work of his trade until his removal to Starke County, as notffd in a-
preceding paragraph. He is one of the progressive citizens and enter-
prising business men of North Judson, in politics is aligned with the
progressive party. :Mrs. Altmann is a representative of an honored
pioneer family of Indiana and being a gracious and popular figure in
the social activities of her home 'Village.

On the 27th of February, 1896, was solemnized the marriage of Mr.
Altmann to Miss Nettie Wightman, who was born in Jay County, this-
state, on the 15th of April, 1871, and who was there reared and edu-
cated. She is a daughter of Judge George C. and Lucinda (McFarland}
Wightman. Judge Wightman was born in the year 1807 and became one
of the most prominent and influential citi:zens of Jay County, where he
was a pioneer settler and where he served as the first judge of the probatu
court, besides which he was for a number of years representative of that
county in the Stflte Legislature. His widow, who celebrated her eighty-
third birthday anniversary in January, 1915, now resides in the home of
her daughter, Mrs. Altmann, and is one of the loved and venerable
wOmen of North Judson. Mr. and Mrs. Altmann have three children:
Margaret, Paul and Hazel. Margaret was graduated in the North Jud- .
son high school as a member of the class of 1914 and at the time of
this writing is a succeSsful and popular teacher in one of the district
schools of Davis Township. Paul is a member of the class of 1916 in the
local high school and Hazel likewise is attending the public schools of

I
North Judson.

CHARLES HRUSKA. A reliable and progressive young business man
and loyal citizen who has played an important partin the development
and upbuilding of one of the extensive and valuable industrial enter-
prises of Starke County, Mr. Hruska has shown much initiative and
executive ability, and since coming from the City of Chicago to North
Judson, Starke County,:he has here made his influence felt in a benignant
and emphatic way. He is one of the interested principals in the extensive
creamery business that has been developed at North Judson under his

. personal direction and which is siipplemental to a most important and
prosperous produce business that ii conducted with headquarters in the
City of Chicago: He is manager of the well-ordered interests of the
concern in Starke County and the enterprise in general is conducted
under the title of Hruska & Co., though the local enterprise in Starke
County is carried forward under the title of the Judson Creamery and,
Produce Company.

M:r. Hruska has not only shown marked energy and ambition in the
upbuilding of the splendid industrial enterprise with which he is iden-
tifiea, but has also shown deep interest in furthering the general civic
and material progress of the ~ommunity in which he maintains his home
and in which he commands unqualified popular confidence and esteem.
Prior to assuming the position of general manager of the creamery busi-
ness at North Judson he ha~ given to the same a personal supervision
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from the offices of the company in Chicago, and at this time Thomas
Atherton, a well-known blacksmith and popular citizen of North Judson,
was the active superintendent of the local enterprise. In connection
with the operation of one of the finest creamery plants in Indian!}, the
company has, near North Judson, a tract of ten acres of land and on the
same has made the best of provisions for the raising and feeding of high-
grade swine, about six hundred pure-bred Poland-China hogs being bred
at this model little stock farm each year and the by-products of the
creamery contributing largely and effectively in supplying feed to the
swine. Mr. Hruska personally is greatly interested in the breeding of
high-grade livestock of all kinds and has shown this in a practical and
effective way during the period of his residence at North Judson, where
he has insistently advocated and urged the policy of general cooperation
in the improving of livestock, and at both local. and outside stock shows
he has won the blue ribbons on his exhibits of swine, as well as on the
exhibits from the fine creamery which is conducted under his able super-
vision.

Under the general title of the Judson Creamery and Produce Com-
pany the business has been conducted in Starke County since 1905, and
though the concern has the title of company it is virtually a partnership
organization and an adjunct of Hruska & Co., the headquarters of which
are 842-44 West Randolph Street, Chicago. The other interested princi-
pals in the business are August Hruska, elder brother of the subject of
this review, and a brother-in-law, Albert M. Hodek, and these two are
in charge of operations at the Chicago headquarters of the extensive
business.

At North Judson the substantial creamery building, 34x100 feet in
dimensions, and constructed of cement blocks, was especially erected for
the company, by the late Jacob Keller, and two years later the property
was purchased by the company, the plant having the most approved
modern equipment and being known as one of the best in the state.
During the first four years the creamery based its operations principally
upon the consumption of local milk products, but at the present time
separated cream is now received at the plant from fully two hundred
towns, in Indiana and Illinois, the business as thus expanded proving of
still greater value to the community in which the plant is established.
The creamery at North Judson converts all of its separated cream into
high-grade tub butter, which is shipped to the Chicago market. The
outpvt is now about three hundred thousand pounds of butter a year, and
the plant has capacity for the manufacture of three times this quantity.
In connection with operations at North Judson a corps of thirteen em-
ployes is constantly retained and the plant is in operation throughout the
entire year.

Mr. Hruska is a native of the Badger State and a scion of 9ne of its
sterling Bohemian pioneer families. He was born on the homestead farm
of his father, in Kewaunee County; Wisconsin, on the 3d of October,
1886. He was reared to the sturdy discipline of the farm and has never
abated his interest in the'great basic industries of agriculture and stock-
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growing. Mr. Hruska attended the public schools of his native county
until he had completed the curriculum of the high school, and he sup-
plemented this training by attending the Lewis Institute, one of the
admirable educational institutions of Chicago. At the age of eighteen
years Mr. Hruska became associated with his brother August in the farm
produce business in Chicago, which from a modest inception has been
built up to the extensive business now controlled by the company in
which he is a principal.

John and Annie (Ouradnik) Hruska, the honored parents of him
whose name initiates this article, were born and reared in the Province
of Bohemia, and both came to America in the year 1858, their marriage
having been solemnized in Kewaunee County, Wisconsin, in the same
year. They were pioneers of that county, where they established their
residence on an embryonic farm, having been the very first to settl~ in
Pierce Township, where the father reclaimed a farm from the wilderness,
the fine old homestead being situated on the shore of Lake Michigan.
Energy, industry and good management brought to John Hruska merited
independence and prosperity, and he marked the passing years with
worthy achievement. His first domicile was a log cabin of the primitive
pioneer type, and in the early days his financial income was derived
principally from the felling of the pine timber, which was transported
down the lake shore to a mill in large rafts drawn by a horse on the
bank, the lumber having been manufactured at Kewaunee, which was
then a mere village.. In later years was constructed a 600-foot pier, from
which the logs were loaded directly onto lumber barges for transference
to the mills. Through operations in this line Mr. Hruska not only
received profit, but also completed the clearing of his well-improved
farm of 120 acres. On the homestead he finally erected, in 1900, his
third house, this being a mOdern building of attractive architecture.
Here he and his wife continued to live in peace and comfort until 1908,
wben they removed to Chicago and became members of the family circle
in the home of one of their daughters. There John Hruska died on the
15th of November, 1910, at the age of seventy-six years and five months,
and there his widow still resides, she having celebrated her seventy-fifth
birthday anniversary in 1914. She is a devout communicant of the
Catholic Church, as was also her husband, and both were borlic in the
-vicinity of the historic old City of Pilsen, Bohemia. They became the
parents of thirteen children, all of whom attained maturity, and of the
number five sons and five daughters are now living, all being married and
the subject of this sketch being the youngest of the number.

. Charles Hruska is progressive and public-spirited as a citizen, is a
democrat in his political allegiance, served for several years as a member
of the Democratic Township Committee of Wayne Township, this county,
and is at the present time a member of the board of education of North

Judson.
On the 11th of November, 191.0, at North Judson, was solemnized the

marriage of Mr. Hruska to Miss Daisy E. Netherton, who was born in
McLean County, Illinois, and who was about ten years old when her
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parents established their residence at North Judson, where she was reared
and educated.. Mrs. Hruska is a daughter of H. C. Netherton and Susan.
(Burris) Netherton, both natives of Indiana, the former having been
born in Bartholomew C9unty and the latter in Wayne County. Mr. and
Mrs. Netherton were for twenty years residents of McLean County, Illi-
nois, and he and his wife are now residents of North Judson, each having
passed the age of threescore years and both being members of the Chris-
tian Church, as is also their daughter, Mrs. Hruska. Mr. and Mrs.
Hruska have two sons, Howard Ellsworth, who was born on the 12th of
March,. 1912, and Charles Stanley, who was born on the 6th of Feb-
ruary, 1915.

CHRISTIAN SAUTTER. The attractive and progressive Village of North
Judson has its due quota of steadfast, enterprising and popular mer-
chants, and of the number Mr. Sautter may consistently be designated as
one of the pioneer business men now actively identified with local inter-
estS, for he has here ooen a representative shoe merchant for nearly
thirty years, known for his fair and honorable dealings and effective
catering to the demands of a large and appreciative patronage. He
has th~ distinction of being the oldest shoe merchant in Starke County
and merited prosperity has attended his well'-ordered endeavors. In
1907 he erected the fine brick block in which his well-equipped shoe
establishment is located. This building, which is an ornament to the
business center of North Judson, is situated on Lane Street, opposite the
First State Bank, is two stories in height and 44x68 feet in dimensions-
one of the best and most modern business buildings in the village. Mr.
Sautter is the owner also of a substantial frame building that is likewise
utilized for business purposes and that is located in the same block as
is his commodious and pleasant residence. During the entire period of
his career as a shoe merchant in North Judson, Mr. Sautter has main-
tained his store ,on itS present corner location, and the Same is now one
of the veritable landmarks of this village. He has witnessed and ma;.
terially aided in the development and 'upbuilding of North Judson, and
its status at the time when he here initiated business may be realized
when it is stated that on the side of Lane Street that his store is located
he constructed in front of the same the first sidewalk on that side of the
now attractive business thoroughfare. Lane Street is now well paved
and the village has other modern improvements and facilities of the best
order. During the long years of his business career in Starke County
Mr. Sautter has been the leading practii;al shoemaker of North Judson,
is known as an expert artisan and still maintains in his store a well-
equipped repair shop. \

Mr. Sautter was born in the Kingdom of Wurtemberg, Germany, on
the 23d of May, 1859, and was there reared and educated. There also
he served a thorough apprenticeship to the ~rade of shoemaker, and as a
journeyman workman he finally went to Switzerland, in which fair little
republic he followed his trade about four years. He then returned to
his native place and thereafter found employment as a journeyman
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shoemaker during his somewhat extensive travels in Baden, Austria, and
other parts of the fatherlapd.

In 1881, shortly after attaining to the age of twenty-one years, Mr.
Sautter severed the ties that bound him to pis native land and set forth
to seek his fortunes in America, where he felt assured of better oppor-
tunities for the achieving of independence and prosperity, his faith
having been fully justified by his achievement during the period of his
residence in the land of his adoptiQn. He embarked at Antwerp, Bel-
gium, and the vessel on which he took passage stopped at English ports,
crossed the Atlantic, touched Canadian ports and finally, after the lapse
of eighteen days on the ocean, he landed in New YQrk City in Septem-
ber, 1881. After working one year as a journeyman shoemaker in the
national metropolis, Mr. Sautter came to Indiana and located in the
City of Lafayette, where he remained C?ne year. He then went to Canton,
Ohio, but nine months later returned to Lafayette, where he was em-
ployed at his trade for the ensuing three years. He then came to Starke
County and made ready to engage in business in an independent way.
After remaining six months in the Village of San Pierre, he decided
that the nt)w and progressive Village of North Juqson offered a better
field, and he accordingly established here his permanent home. His
career has been marked by earnest industry and unremitting application,
and none has better deserved success and popular esteem.

In politics Mr. Sautter accords allegiance to the de~ocratic party
and while he has had no ambition for public office he gave effective
service as a member of the board of trustees of Wayne Township, an
office of which he was the incumbent two years. He is affiliated with the
local lodge of the Knights of Pythias and has passed the various official
ch8:irs in the same.

While a resident of Lafay~tte, this state, Mr. Sautter formed the
acquaintance of Miss Louisa R~mkroff, who was born in Hanover, Ger-
many, and who as a young woman left the parental home and came to
America. Three months after he had established his residence at San
Pierre, Starke County, Mr. Sautter returned to Lafayette and wedded
this earnest and worthy young German woman, who has proved a devoted
companion and helpmeet and whose circle of friends is limited only by
that of her acquaintances. Mr. and Mrs. Sautter have two ehildren, Dr.
Carl M. and Lydia. Dr. Carl M. Sautter was born at North Judson on
the 8th of July, 1886, and after his graduation in the Indianapolis High
School he entered the Indiana Medical College, in the City of Indian-

'.
apolis, in which institution he was graduated as a member of the class
of 1910, and from which he received the degree 6f Doctor of Medicine,
this being the medical department of the University of Indiana. The
doctpr established himself in the practice of his profession in the City of
Logansport, where he is now giving special attention to the treatment of
the diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat, after having completed a
recent post-graduate course along these lines. :JIe is a bachelor. Lydia
is the wife of Owen Schuyler, of North' Judson,. and they have one son;
Loren, born in 1914.
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WILLIAM H. REPLOGLE. . At the present time, when the world is "in
. the midst of wars, and rumors of war," and Europe is being devastated

by the sword, the citizens of the United Stat~s may well congratulate
themselves that here abide pe~ce.. and.pro,specltl,but incidentally mu~t
come to the~ freshened apprecIatIon oft~'e~eqI~~$,cof the noble" boys ill
blue" who here foJ.lght valiantly and with:;All',9if~triotic ardor for the
preservation of the Union during the climact~ic lepoch of the Civil war.
The ranks of these soldiers of the Republie fffe 'peing 7apidly decimated
by the one invincible foe, Death, and those :\Vho ~remarn now feel the
weight of years, the majority of them wit~ sV,~fedkrowns and feeble
steps. Well may we pause again to paY"4~~,tribu~.:-oi- honor to the
v~iant soldiers who thus p~r~etuate~ the ~,atio~:~rf~1e~ity, and in this
hIstory of Starke County It IS specIally gratllfy-U!g-to.be able to enter
a brief review of the career of William H, $eplogle; a venerable and
honored citizen of North Judson, for he was a gallant defender of the
Union in the long and weary struggle between the North and the South
and is one of the comparatively small contingent of Civil war veterans
still claimed bS' Starke County, as is shown by the fact that the Grand
Army post of which he was a member recently resigned its charter by
reason of the fact that its membership had dwindled to only four of the
old comrades, he having been one of this number. Mrs. Replogle like-
wise merits special tribute in this connection, by reason of he:r loyal and
devoted services in nursing and otherwise caring for Union soldiers
during the war and for her deep and abiding interest in that noble and
patriotic organization, the Grand Army of the Republic. She has the
honor and distinction of being a full member of the Fifteenth Regimental
Association, having been elected to that honor at the meeting of the
association at Attica, Indiana, in August, 1912; she is the only woman
in the state being so honored. This honor was bestowed for feeding and
caring for the soldiers during the strife and for her consideration of
them in the years since. Ever true is the statement that the' 'laborer is
worthy of his hire," and Mr. Replogle has been °l\e of the world's pro-
ductive workers in the past, so that he well meritsth~ rewards that are
his in the gracious t.'i"'ilight of his life, while he.'i~yes'in peace and com-
fort and well earned retirement from active labors, sustained and com-
forted by the presence and loving companionship of his cherished and
devoted wife.

~ William H. Replogle was born at Salem, Columbiana County, Ohio,
. on the' 1st of May, 1842, and w~s but sixteen months old when his parents
came to Pulaski County, Indiana, and established their home on a pioneer
farm in Franklin Township, contiguous to Starke County. There he was
reared under the invigorating influences of the farm and made due use
of the advantages afforded in the pioneer schools of the locality. Mr.
Replogle was a vigorous and industrious young farmer of about nineteen
years at the time when the dark cloud of civil war cast its pall over the
national horizon, and his intrinsic patriotism and loyalty caused him to
respond to President Lincoln's fIrst call for volunteers.

The thundering of the southern guns against the ramparts of old Fort
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Sumter, on the 13th of April, 1861, roused the sons of the North to
responsive protest and action, and on the 22d of that month Mr. Replogle
enlisted as a private in Company B, Fifteenth Indiana Volunteer In-
fantry, commanded by Colonel Wagoner. "His enlistment took place in
the City of South Bend,and he proceeded with his command to West
Virginia, where they arrived shortly after 'the battle of Rich Mountain.
The regiment participateq, however, in. the spirited engagement at
Philippi and thence proceeded to Huttonsville, that state, where the com-
mand remained entrenched until October, 1861. The regiment took
part in an engagement with the enemy at Greenbriar, West Virginia, on
the 31st of that month. At the time this gallant Indiana regiment
appeared for enlistment for the s.tipulated term of three months the
quota had been filled, sO that its members were permitted to enlist for
the full term of three years, so that they gir~ed them~lves bravely for a
prolonged conflict. . )

From West Virginia the Sixteenth Indiana proceede<tcto Louisville,
Kentucky, where it became a part of the command oI".General Buell,
with whi~h it proceeded into Tenne§See, where it ,took part in the battles
of Pittsburgh Landing and Shi!oh and where it assisted in driving the
Confederate forces farther to the south. A short tinie thereafter Mr.
Replogle suffered an attack of illness, and afte;r he had partially recov-
ered he was detailed to hospital service, with which he continued to be
identified a few months. He was then detailed as a private detective
in connection with the secret service, and in this hazardous andresponsi-
ble position he had innumerable adventures, severe hardships and many
narrow escapes. He assisted in the capture of many desperate men,
especially those engaged in the guerrilla service of the Confederacy, and'
he continued on this detail, under Major Fitch, of Michigan, the provost
marshal, besides receiving special orders from Major-General'Burbridge,
of the Department of Kentucky, to devote his energies particularly to the
capturing of guerrillas. Mr. Replogle thus gave most effective and gal-
lant service in the detective department during the major part of the
war, and was on active duty during the entire period of the great conflict.
After peace was declared he was honorably retired, on order of the secre-
tary of war, his record having been such as to reflect enduring honor
upon him as a patriot and soldier. .

After receiving his honorable discharge, Mr. Replogle returned to
Indiana, and shortly afterward, at Winamac, Pulaski County, he wedded
Miss Mary A. Gallagher, of Louisville, Kentucky, whose death occurred
six years later and who was survived by two sons-Rev. ~!!l~A., who
is now pastor of the Presbyterian Church at Chaffee, Cass CQunty, North
Dakota, his wife being deceased and being survived by one child, Clar-
ence; and Charles G., who resides at North JudSon and is one of the
successful contractors and builders of Starke County: he and his wife
ha~e six children~Eunice, who is the wife of Prof. Lloyd Kingman,
principal of the high school at Ora, this county; Tussie, who is married
and resides in the City of Hammond, Indiana; and Ruth, Charles, Or-
ville and Gertrude, who remain at the parental home.
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On the 12th of Dec~mber, 1870, Mr. Replogle contracted a second
marriage, having then been united in wedlock to Miss Elizabeth Gal-
lagher, a sister of his first wife. Mrs. Replogle was born at Corning,
New York, on the 16th of June, 1853, and her early education was
received in her native town and at Providence, Rhode Island. Of the
children of tbis marriage Nettie D. is the wife of Edward Marsh, no
children having been born of this union. By her marriage to the late
Edward Nix, Mrs. Marsh has one child, Goldie. Goldie, the younger of
the two children of Mr. and Mrs. Replogle, is the wife of Howard Enoch,
of Fairmount, Grant County, and they have two children, Gertrude E.

I
and Laverne.

After the close of the Civil war Mr. Replogle became a carpenter
and millwright t>y trade and vocation, and he continued hi~ activities
along these lines until his removal to North Judson, in 1883, since which
time he has lived -virtually retired, though he served as village marshal
during the early period of his residence here. In 1890 he erected his
present attractive residence, on East Main Street, and the home is known
for its g,enerou~ hospitality. Both he and his wife are earnest members

."of the United Brethren Church.
Ml". Replogle vitalizes the more gracious memories of his military

career through his active affiliation with the Fifteenth Indiana Regimen-
tal Associ,ation, of which he is an appreciative and popular member.
He was identified aiso with Daniel Lake Post, No. 571, Grand Army of
the Republic, until this honored North Judson organization surrendered
i~ charter, in 1914, owing to the fact that it had come to have only four
active members. From a newspaper article published at the time of its
dissolution are taken the following extracts: "Daniel Lake Post was
organized in North Judson on the 3d of March, 1890. The flag under
which thitJpost was organized was presented to Mrs. William H. Replogle
at the time of the surrender of the charter. She has always been a faithful
friend of the post. It is to be hoped that the public will not grow lax
in doing honor to the departed members and bringing joy to the sur-
viving members on each Memorial day."

Relative to the political views of Mr. Replogle, no better conception
can be conveyed than through the reproduction of excerpts from a letter
written by him under date of December 13, 1914, and originally pub-
lished in a Starlie County paper:

"In 1860 I cast my first vote for Abe Lincoln. Since that time I have
never missed a chance to vote a straight republican ba~ot, except for one
democrat county treasurer in Elkhart county and one town marshal.
But two years ago the republican party, I thought, had drifted so far
from the Lincoln principles., by its bossism and machines, that I could
no longer be one of them, so I cast my lot with the progressive party,
which I thought might be the means of teaching the republicans a much
needed lesson. I believe it did, that is, by many others doing the same
thing. Not only the republicans but also the democrats have taken
heed. The republicans have been making away to 'some extent with the
old, worn-out machine, and dropped a few of the bosses, so now, like
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the Prodigal Son, I will arise and go back to my G. O. P., that I may be
able, after eating husks, to be at the feast of 1916 and partake of a good
share of the fatted calf which will be slaughtered at that tim~."

FRANK REISER. The only representative of his immediate family to
come to America and establish a home, the late Frank Reiser became a
most loyal and public-spirited citizen of the United States and ever
marked his appreciation of the advantages and attractions of the land of
his adoption, where he found ample opportunity for successful and
worthy achievement, though he ever treasured the traditions of his Ger-
man fatherland. In earlier years he was long and actively identified with
railroad work arid he finally came to Starke County and turned his atten-
tionto farming. He passed the closing years of his long and useful life
in his attractive home in the Village of North Judson, where his death
occurred May 4, 1909, the site of this home being now occupied by the
First State Bank. Mr. Reiser was a man of sterling character and ever
commanded the confidence and high regard of those with whom he came
in contact in the various relations of life.

Mr. Reiser was born in one of the beautiful Rhine districts of Ger-
many, in the year 1828, and had thus passed the age of eighty years when
he was summoned frQm the stage of life's mortal endeavors. He was a
scion of a sterling and honored German family, many of whose repre-
sentatives were concerned with the weaving industry in their native land.
His parents attained to advanced age and passed their entire lives in
their native province, both having been earnest communicants of the
Catholic Church.

In the place of his birth Frank Reiser was reared to manhood, and
there he availed himself fully of the advantages of the excellent national
schools, besides which he learned the family trade of weaver, in which
he became a skilled artisan in the weaving of fine grades of linen. When
about thirty years of age Mr. Reiser, an ambitious young bachelor, de-
cided to try his fortunes in the Un~ted States, and soon after his arrival
in this country he came to Indiana and located in Laporte County.
There he oMained employment as a trackworker on the line of the Lake
Shore & Michigan Southern Railroad. While thus engaged he estab-
lished his residence at Holmesville, Laporte County, in which village he
engaged board and room in the home of Mr. and Mrs. William Booth,
both natives of England. This arrangement he ever afterward looked
upon as one of the fortunate events of his life, for here he met the daugh-
ter of the household, Miss Catherine Adelia Booth, and the outcome of
their mutual friendship and affection was that their marriage was sol-
emnized in the City of Laporte, a .little more than forty years ago. Mr.
Reiser thereafter continued to serve as foreman in connection with track
supervision on the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Railroad for a
period of eight years, and he then removed with his family to Elm Grove,
Wisconsin, in which state he was a track foreman for the Chicago, Mil.
waukee & St. Paul Railroad Company for the ensuing 31h years. He
then returned to Indiana and the family home was established at Denham,

co
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Pulask~ County. After being in the employ of the Pennsylvania Rail-
road Company three years at this point he removed with his family. to
Chicago Heights, Illinois, but soon resumed his residence and old posi-
tion at Denham. About two years later, in 1888, Mr. Reiser came to
Starke County and purchased a farm of 120 acres, in Wayne Township.
He made good improvements on the place and became a successful farmer,
but finally he sold the property and removed to the Village of North
Judson, where he lived virtually retired until his death. Here he accumu-
lated valuable real estate, and his widow still owns three good residence

. properties in the village, the same being rented, as well as an attractive
property near the corporate limits of the village. Her home is an at-
tractive and modern residence of nine rooms and is known for its gen-
erous hospitality and good cheer. She is a popular figure in the social
activities of the community and has a wide circle of friends.

Mrs. Reiser was born in the State of New York, on the 11th of June,
1840, and is a daughter of William and Sarah Booth, both of whom were
born and reared in England, where their marriage was solemnized. After
coming to the United States the parents resided in the St~te of New York
until 1843, when they came to Indiana and established their home in
Laporte County. At Holmesville, Mr. Booth purchased village lots and

- there erected a house in which he and his family took up their abode,

the locality having been at the time thinly settled and he having
been a pioneer of that section of the state. Both he and his wife passed
the remainder of their lives in Laporte County, honored by all who knew
them, and each was about seventy years of age at the time of death. They
became the parents of one son and six daughters, all of whom attained to
maturity and married. Of the number the only ones now living are Mrs.
Reiser and her brother William, who now lives with her in the pleasant
home at North Judson, his wife being deceased. Mr. Booth has three
children-Henry, Edward and Alberta. Edward and Alberta are mar-
ried and have children, and the elder son is still a bachelor. Mrs. Reiser
has no children, but that she has the true mother heart is evident in the
affection accorded to her by the children of her neighborhood.

, .
I BENJAMIN F. HAY. A resident of Indiana from infancy and of

Starke County for virtually a quarter of a century, this well-known and
high esteemed citizen of North Judson was a representative of a sterling
pioneer family of this state and his paternal grandp,arents were numbered
among the sterling element of Pennsylvania stock that went to Stark
County, Ohio, in an early day and became prominently identified with
the pioneer development and upbuilding of that section of the Buckeye
State. These worthy ancestors were John and Elizabeth Hay, both <5f
whom were born and reared in Pennsylvania, where their marriage was
solemnized and where their older children were born, several having been
added to the family circle after the removal to Stark County, Ohio, where
John Hay became a substantial pioneer farmer; he later obtained a
homestead claim of Government land in Starke County, Indiana, and he
died prior to the Civil war, his birth having occurred within the last
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decade of the eighteenth century and his widow, who survived him by a
number of years, having passed the closing period of her life in the home
of onf- of her daughters, at Elkhart, Indiana.

Abraham Hay, father of him whose name introduces this article, was
born in Pennsylvania in 1820, and was reared to manhood in Stark
County, Ohio, where he became closely associated with the development
of the home farm. There was solemnized his marriage to Miss Louisa
Deible, who was born in Germany and who was a child at the time of her
parents' immigration to the United States. Settlement was made first
in Pennsylvania, whence the family later removed to Stark County,
Ohio. Benjamin F. Hay, of this review, was born in that county on the
16th of June, 1847, and incidentally it may be noted that he was un-
doubtedly a kinsman of the late Judge Hay, who was a prominent and
influential citizen of thatfJounty at the time of his death. Benjamin F.
Hay was not yet one year"0l4 when, in the spring of 1848, his parents
came to Indiana, making the trip by canal and by means of team and,
wagon, and establishing their residence on the land, in Miami County,
that had previously been obtained from the Government by John Hay,
father of Abraham. . That entire section of the state was still a virtual
forest wilderness and not even a pioneer hamlet marked tht) site of the '-

present City of Peru, the county seat. On this homestead occurred the
death of John Hay, grandfather of the subject of this sketch.
. Though he assisted his father in the initial work of reclaiming the

farm in Miami County, Abraham Hay, as early as 1848, obtained a tract
of wild land on the banks of Lake Maxinkuckee, Marshall County. Of
his original tract of 160 acres he finally sold one-half, with the intention
of joining the great exodus ,of goldseekers making their way to California,
in the memorable year 1849. The man who had agreed to accompany
him to the New Eldorado finally declined to set forth on the hazardous
journey across the plains, and so disappointed was Mr. Hay that he
became dissatisfied with conditions in Marshall County and sold his
remaining eighty a-cres of land at a loss. He then came to Starke County
and purchased a tract of wild land in North Bend Township, where he
set himself vigorously to the work of reclamation and improvement.
In 1858 his spirit of adventure again became rampant and he made his
way to Pike's Peak, Colorado, at the time when the gold excitement was
at its height in that section. Upon his arrival he made a survey of con-
ditions and opportunities and became convinced that his long journey
had been futile, so that he soon returned to Indiana and resumed his resi-
dence on his farm. He became one of the prosperous agriculturists and
exceptionally respected and popular citizens of the county and he passed
the closihg years of his life at Winamac, Pulaski County, where he died
on the 14th of October, 1905, at the venerable age of eighty-six years,
his wife having preceded him to eternal rest, while the family home was
in Fulton County.

In many ways Abraham Hay was a remarkable man. His physical
strength and endurance were almost unlimited, and no hardship or in-
clemency of weather daunted him in the least. He was strong in menta!
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powers, generous and kind in his association with his fellow men, earnest,
sincere and upright in all of the relations of life, and direct and energetic
in his services as one of the world's productive workers. For many years
he gave an appreciable part of his time and attention to mechanical pur-
suits, particularly that of carpenter. His political faith was that of the
democratic party, his father having been an old-line whig, and both he
and his wife were communicants of the Lutheran Church, with which
the respective families had been identified for a number of generations.

Benjamin F. Hay manifested in his boyhood a marked talent for and
facility in mechanical work, and when but twelve years of age he gained
no little local distinction by reason of his ability to whittle out patterns
of all kinds and to construct various articles by means of his mechanical
skill. He acquired his early education in the common schools of the
pioneer days in Indiana and finally served a practical 'apprenticeship to
the trades of carpenter and cabinetmaker. He was known as an expert
artisan and in the early days he foun,d wide demand for his services in
the manufacturing of coffins, all of which he made to order after the
decease of a neighbor rendered prompt provision necessary. To meet
such emergencies he frequently worked all night to.manufacture suitable
receptacles for deceased persons, and even in later years his skill in this
line of work was frequently called into requisition, in connection with
his activities as a carpenter and contractor and as a cabinetmaker of the
fine ability promoted by service when all work was done by hand. The
largest coffin ever made by Mr. Hay was for the late Joseph Schoo, a
farmer of Marshall County, who died of dropsy and who weighed 300
pounds, his coffin having been 6Y2 feet in length and 30 inches wide.

Mr. Hay long controlled a representative business as a contractor and
builder and erected many attractive residence buildings and other struc-
turesin Starke County. He had been a resident of North Judson since
1896 and during virtually this entire period occupied his late home,
which is one of the attractive residences of this place. He became known
as one of the most skillful carpenters and builders of Starke County and
the estimate placed upon him is shown by the fact that he was frequently
referred to as "the honest carpenter.': He was scrupulously honorable
and insistently lived up to all provisions of every contract into which he
entered, with an earnest desire to give full value received. He was
loyal and public-spirited as a citizen and his political allegiance was given
to the democratic party. Mr. Hay's encroaching years prompted him in
late years to abate somewhat his activities as a contractor, but he showed
no desire for indolent ease, as he believed in the consistency of the old
aphorism that it is better to wear out than to rust out.

At Rochester, Fulton County, was solemnized the marriage of Mr.
Hay to Miss Flora Ault, who was born in Wayne County, Ohio, on the
19th of June, 1842, and who has been a devoted wife and mother, zealous
and efficient in caring for her home and in the rearing of her children.
She is a daughter of Henry and Susan (Young) Ault, who were born in
Pennsylvania but married in Ohio. Mrs. Hay is the youngest in a family
of five daughters and was nineteen yea~ of age at the time of her
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mother's death, after which -She lived in the home of an aunt until her
marriage. The names of her sisters are here given, with respective dates
of birth: Elizabeth J., August 12, 1830; Catherine, December 21, 1833;
Mary A., December 26, 1835; and Susan, July 9, 1838. All of the sisters
married and all are living except the eldest.

In conclusion is given brief record conc~rning the children of Mr.
and Mrs. Hay: Mary J., who was born June 6, 1876, became the wife
of William Quinn, and was summoned to the life eternal on the 25th of
September, 1899. She is survived by one son, Harry R., who was born
July 22,1892, and who was reared in the home of his grandparents, Mr.
and Mrs. Hay, his educational advantages having been those of the pub-
lic schools of North Judson; he served an apprenticeship to the carpen-
ter's trade, under the direction of his grandfather, in whose home he still
remains. William A. Hay was born April 20, 1877, and has been for
the past four years a motorman in the street car service of the City of
Chicago, his two children being Opal and Martha. Daisy was born
April 30, 1880, and her death occurred September 26, 1906. She became
the wife of John Trinoskey, who survives her, as does also their only i

child, Arthur, who was born June 17, 1900. Burt C. Hay, who is a suc-
cessful contractor and builder at North Judson, where he is associated
in business with his nephew, Harry Quinn, mentioned above, married
Miss Dorothea Joblitz and they have one son, Carl, born December 25,
1910.

Benjamin F. Hay died at his residence in North Judson, Tuesday,
May 4, 1915. He was found by his venerable wife in his workshop un-

, conscious, the morning of the 4th, where he had been at work. He never

regained consciousness and passed away about five hours after he was
stricken.

Ow:E:N DALY. One of the oldest and most. prominent families in the
western part of Starke County is represented by Owen Daly, who for
many years has been identified with the Village of San Pierre and has
been one of the chief factors in its growth and development. Mr. Daly
is known both locally and among the traveling public as a hotel man,
liveryman and farmer, and in a public way has completed about six
years of service on January 1, 1915, as trustee of Railroad Township.
For the past eighteen years he has owned and operated the popular Daly
House at San Pierre, and has also maintained an excellent livery service
for the benefit of that community. As a, farmer his interests comprise
the ownership of 192 acres of land in Railroad Township, and with the
exception of thirty acres in pasture land all of this is improved and pro-
ductive and highly valuable. As a farmer he grows all the staple cereals
and alsO onions and potatoes. It is fine land, sandy loam, and has been
put in the best of condition under Mr. Daly's management. It has no
house improvement, since the land lies within half a mile o! the Village
of San Pierre. In his livery Mr. Daly maintains six good horses and
rigs, an equipment thoroughly adequate for the community uses.

The Village of San Pierre is one of the Y°!lnger communities of
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Starke County, and no one individual has"interest,ed himself in a; more
public-spirited manner in its growth than Owen Daly. The village has
three general stores, a drug store, meat market, grain elevator, three
churches, the Clttholic, Evangelical and Lutheran, and is the center of a
prosperous and thrifty community of people, many of them of foreign
birth or ancestry. With the different enterprises which have successively
come into San Pierre Mr. Daly has kept in close touch, and can always
be relied upon for assistance in any worthy undertaking.

Mr. Daly has had his home in the Village of San Pierre since 1871.
He was born near here in Railroad Township, February 14, 1864. His
education came largely from the village schools of San Pierre, and in his
office of trustee he has done much to furnish the present generation of
children with unexcelled school facilities. Under his administration a
substantial 6-room schoolhouse was completed at San Pierre, furnish-
ing a course through eleven years and with a corps of six efficient
teachers. This is a central school, and Mr. Daly has used his official
authority and influence to consolidate in a measure the schools of Rail-
road Township, having secured the abandonment of four country schools,
and the pupils from these districts are now picked up by wagons and
brought daily to and from the central school at San Pierre. In the out-
lying districts are five other schools, one of them having a stone school-
house and four of them frame houses.

Mr. Daly is a son of Patrick and Ann (McCaffrey) Daly, whose
names should go down in the history of Starke County as worthy pio-
neers, who were here before the county was organized and who contrib-
uted their share of labor to the improvement of this wilderness. Both
were born in Ireland, the father in County Cork, and before their mar-
riage they left the old country and located in Canada. The father came
over in a sailing vessel, spending eight or nine weeks on the ocean, and
arrived in this country in 1842. After their marriage they came to
Indiana, locating in Michigan City, and during 1846-47 transferred their
home to the unorganized and wilderness section of Starke County. They
located on a little tract of land in Railroad Township. Their first home
was a log cabin, with very few comforts and conveniences. The cabin
home was surrounded by a wilderness of marsh land and dense forests,
abounding in wild game of every description, and the father supplied
much of the provisions for his table with gun and fishing rod. The second
railroad in Indiana was then being constructed, and it was the first road
to cross Starke County. At that time it was called the Chicago, Sal13m &
New Albany, and for the past twenty-three years has been the Chicago,
Indianapolis & Louisville, or better known as the Monon. In the early
days of the Daly settlement the nearest milling and market town was
Lafayette, nearly sixty miles to the south. Later a mill was established
at Westville, twenty-two miles away. The Daly log cabin, which fur-
nished the first home for the family in Starke County, as a matter of
history, is still standing, and now used as a poultry house. Patrick
Daly owned eighty acres surrounding this home and had paid $100 forit. ' He kept improvin$ it, was a man of thrift and industry, and lived
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there until 1871, when he moved into the newly established Village of
San Pierre. Th!jre he bought and conducted a hotel for the rest of his
years. His death {)ccurred in 1884 at the age of fifty-four. His widow
surviVed him and died at the age of eighty-six in 1911. Up to the very
last she did her own work in the home, and was a woman of unusual
energy and intelligence. Both parents were devout communicants of the
Catholic faith. Owen was the youngest of the family of six children.
The son James died a bachelor at the age of fifty-two. Mary is the wife
of Frank Iten, of Indianapolis, and the mother of a family. Ella is the
widow of John Welsh, who died at San Pierre, leaving two children, and
she now lives in Fort Wayne. Patrick, Jr., is a resident of-San Pierre
and by his marriage to Mattie Stow ball has five sons and daughters. One
child, Sarah, died at the beginning of young womanhood at the age of
seventeen.

Owen Daly was married in San Pierre to Maggie Welsh. She was
born in Starke County i~ 1868, daughter of Irish parents, Edward and
Margaret (Welsh) Welsh, both of whom died when quite old at SaJ;t
Pierre. Mrs. Daly died at her home in the Daly Hotel in 1898 at the age

. of thirty years. Her children were: Irene, who was well educated in the
San Pierre public schools and died at the age of tweI).ty-one; Nellie, who
is now twenty-four years of age, was educated in the high ~chool, and is
living at home; Thomas, aged twenty-two, w~s educated in the public
schools and in the South Bend Business College and is now employed
with the National Biscuit Company at Danville, Illinois; Owen E., Jr.,
aged twenty, received his education in the local schools, and is living at
home. On September 26, 1900, at San Pierre, Mr. Daly married for his
second wife Miss Annie Koza. She was born in the State of Minnesota
thirty-six years ago and received her education there and in North Jud-
son. She was fifteen years of age when she came to Starke County witho
her parents, Thomas and Barbara (Smithmeyer) Koza. Her parents
were both natives of Bohemia, and six months after their marriage, in
1871, emigrated to the United States, lived in Chicago at the time of the
big fire, and two or three years later wen.t out to the northwestern fron-
tier, living a time in Dakota, and later taking up the homestead claim in
Minnesota, and improving a farm in the Red River Valley. After some
years in Minnesota the Koza family returned east, lived a time in Vir-
ginia, and finally located in North Judson, where the parents are still
living, the father at the age of sixty-nine and the mother at sixty- three.
Mr: Koza is quite active in local affairs as a democrat, and both he and
his wife are active in the Catholic Church. They have eight living chil-
dren, one son and seven daughters, and all but two of the daughters are
marri~d. .

Mr. and Mrs. Daly are the parents of three children: Leona, who was
born June 23, 1902, and is now in the eighth grade of the village schooJs;
Henrietta, born March 4, 1904, is now in the sixth grade; Elnora, born
March 2, 1908, is in the second grade. The family are members of All
Saints Roman Catholic Church, and Mr. Daly is a democrat.
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WILLIAM J. SOLT, M. D; Not only in his profession as a physici~n
a:nd surgeon, in which he takes rank with the best in Starke County, but
also as a public-spirited citi~n, Dr. William J. Solt has been one of the
leading factors in the village of San Pierre and Railroad Township
since he arrived there on June 28, 1900. Doctor Solt is a leader in every-
thing of a community nature, possesses a strong personality, is a strong
and vigorous and efficient worker in everything he undertakes, and iRthe
past fifteen years has built up a large and valuable practice, both in and
surrounding the village of San Pierre. He is examining physician for a
dozen or more local organizations and insurance companies, and outside
of his professional work finds time to work with other local citizens in
matters affecting the general public interest.

Doctor Solt is a physician of nearly twf\nty years' active experience,
and was in practice at Buck Creek in Tippecanoe County, Indiana, from
September 1, 1896, until February 1, 1900: At the latter date he went
out to Oklahoma with a view of locating in that territory, but after
spending three months looking for a location was dissatisfied with the
prospect and returned to Indiana and permanently identified himseli
with the growing little village of San Pierre. Doetor Solt is a graduate
from the College of Physicians and Surgeons at Baltimore with the class'
of 1896. He entered the :Baltimore college from Carbon County, Penn-
syivania, where for some months he had carried on his medical studies
with his brother, Dr. T. J. Solt, now deceased.

Doctor Solt comes of an old and prominent Pennsylvania family and
was born in Carbon County, that state, Februa:ry 22, 1870. His .early
education came from the public schools. His great-grandfather was born
in the wilds of Carbon County. His birthplace was in the famous Lehigh
Valley near Fort Allen, an eastern post built under the supervision of
cBenjamin Franklin. The well dug by Franklin at Fort Allen is still
open for use. Fort Allen was close to the scenes of the Gnadenhiietten
massacre, one of the bloody deeds that stained the annals of Eastern
Pennsylvania while the white race was struggling for a foothold in the
realms of barbarism. Doctor Solt's great-grandfather was one of the de-
fenders of Fort Allen at that time, and later served as a private in the
Revolutionary war. He and his wife spent all their lives in Carbon
County, and he died when ninety years of age. His SOR Daniel, the
gran,dfather of Doctor Solt, also lived in Carbon. The first name of his
wife was Maria, and both were born some time after the Revolutionary
war. Daniel Solt died in Carbo~ County at the age of seventy-four and
his wife at the age of seventy-three. They were farming people. In
religion the Solts were among the early Lutherans of Carbon County,
and that religion has been the faith of most of the descendants. Daniel
Solt and wife were very active in church affairs. Their children were
Francis, who was killed at the battle of Antietam during the Civil war,
being unmarried; Paul was also a soldier in the Civil war, returned and
married and had a family; Stephen was likewise one of the honored vet-
erans of the war between the states, and is now living in Carbon County
at the advanced age of eighty-six. There were several other sons and
daughters in the family, all of whom were born in Carbon County.
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Solomon Bolt, father of Dr. W. J. Bolt; was born at the old home-
stead in Carbon County, April 11, 1826, and died there in i876, af~er a
career as a farmer. He married Eliza (Young) Ash, who was born in
Carbon Co~nty, April 26,1834, of parents also natives of the same state.
She died there in October, 1908. Both parents were active members of
the Lutheran Church, and were known and held in high esteem all 'over
Franklin Township of their native county. Franklin Township was the
scene of the family activities for many years. Politically ~he men of
the Bolt family were at first whigs and later republicans.

Solomon Bolt and wife were the parents of twelve children, all of
whom grew up, as follows: Henry M., who is a trained nurse at Phila-
delphia, and is married and has children; Eliza is the wife of H. D.
Suyner, a real estate m~n at Parryville, Pennsylvania, and has a family;
Samuel D. lives in Oklahoma City, and has two sons, one of whom is in
the postoffice department of the Federal Government at Washington;
Sarah E. is the wife of OtIver J. Biege, living near Frank,fort, Indiaua,
and has a family; Dr. T. J., who has been previously mentioned; Francis
D., who was killed about fifteen years ago in a railway accident, leaving
a family of three children; Maria, A. is the wife of Irving H. Kresge of

'Allentown, Pennsylvania, and they have a family of children; Eugene
E. lives unmarried at Altoona, Pennsylvania; Laura J. died at the age
of twenty-three; William J., who was the tenth in the family; Lillie is
the wife of A. F. Youngkin, of Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, and two of her
sons are physicians in the United States Navy; George W., who lives at
the old Carbon County home.

Dr. William J. Bolt was brought up as a republican and was active in
that party, but in 1912 joined the new progressive organization, and was
recently nominated and elected township trustee of Railroad Township,
taking office in January, 1915. He is progressive in citizenship as well
as in politics and was the best possible choice for such an important
office as that of trustee. Doctor Bolt was one of the first of the new pro-
gressive party in his township.

Doctor Bolt was married in his native county' of Pennsylvania to
Hattie A. Kresge. She was born in Monroe County, Pennsylvania,
August 19, 1871, was reared and educated there, and is a woman whose
intelligence, devotion to home and family and active work in social mat-
ters have made her a valuable partner to her husband. Her parents
were Francis S. and Annetta (Hauk) Kresge, both natives of Monroe
County, Pennsylvania. Her father was a Union soldier, one of five
brothers, all of whom served through the Civil war. His service con-
tinued for four years, and at Fredericksburg he was seriously wounded,
but later rejoined his regiment, when he was again wounded and lost a
leg in the battle of the Wilderness. He returned home to bring the body
of a brother who had been killed in action, and with this sad token of
the horror of war presented himself before his widowed mother. The
mother of Francis S. Kresge died in 1907 at the extreme age of ninety-
seven years. Mr. and Mrs. Kresge are still living in Carbon County at
their old home, and are now respectively seventy.:four and seventy-two

.
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years of age. Mr. Kresge is likewise a supporter of the progressive party
in politics.

Doctor Solt and wife are the parents of two children: Ethel M. was
born May 1, 1892, is now living at home, having received a good education
in the local schools and the Weidner Institute at Mulberry, Indiana.
Guy L.., who was borIi February 25, 1895, is a graduate of the high
school at Wheatfield, Indiana. Doctor Solt and wife are both members
of the Lutheran Church.

JOSEPH A. BYERS. In the death of Joseph A. Byers, which occurred
June 5, 1914, Starke County, and particularly the community of Knox,
lost a citizen who had contributed largely to its material growth and
advancement, to its agricultural prestige, and to its wealth of character
and purpose, and who, because of a trained mind and more than ordinary
abilities, became a valued factor in the promotion of beneficial move-
ments. He was one of the forecasters of the p~esent prosperity of Knox,
and as far as lay in his power lent his hands and brain in aid of a reali- .
zation of his faith.

Mr. Byers was born in Noble County, Ohio, February 15, 1854, and
was a son of John and Elizabeth (Beatty) Byers. His father was born
in Pennsylvania, February 22, 1799, and belonged to that sturdy and
dependable class known as the Pennsylvania Dutch, while the mother
came of an honest Irish family and was born in Ireland, August 16, 1818,
and came to the United States with her parents when still a young
woman, settling in Ohio. In that state she was married to John Byers,
February 15,1838, he having migrated thence as a youth, and there
their e~even children were born. In 1863 the family moved to Indiana,
taking up their residence in BartholoJUew County, but two years later
moved to Starke County., locating on new lands in Railroad Township.

, There the father built the first home, a little log cabin with only the
barest necessities. Even at that late day this little home was surrounded
by the wildest kind of conditions, and for some years the family larder
depended in large part upon the wild "razor-back" hogs that fed upon
the moss in the forest and that could be killed by the men of the family.
Here the parents and their growing children experienced the various
hardships and vicissitudes incidental to pioneer life in any community,
but eventually after many hard and laborious years their efforts won
success, their little farm of forty acres was put under cultivation, alld
there Mr. and Mrs. Byers continued to make their home during the
remainder of their lives, the father passing away February 2, 1883, and
the mother August 7, 1886. They were honorable, Christian people and
~onsistent members of the MethOdist Episcopal Church. In his latter
life Mr. Byers sufIereq from the long and arduous toil which had been
his portion, and for the last six years was helpless, while during the last
three years he was blind. The mother also was an invalid, but both were
tenderly cared for by their son, Joseph A., who was with them to the
last. Nearly all of their "eleven children grew to maturity and were mar-
ried, but only three are now living. One of the children, William, served

.
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as a private in the Union army during the Civil war, and met a soldier's
death on the field of battle. ,He was unmarried.. By a former marriage,
John Byers had eight children, making him the father of nineteen in all,
but all of these eight children are now deceased.

The youngest but one of his parents' children, Joseph A. Byers was
reared on the homestead place, received his education in the district
schools and remained at home to care for his father and mother, who
were getting feeble in the evening of life. Taking charge of the old
homestead in Railroad Township, through good management and ener-
getic effort. he was able to increase the family holdings, purchasing three
other farms, all of which, however, he sold in 1896. In April of that
year he came to Knox and purchased forty acres located near the town,
but this he also sold and theft purchased an improved property on Main
Street, as well as five acres in the Garner Addition, where he was living
at the time of his death. He was a man of the strictest integrity in all
his business dealings and won and retained the confidence of the people

. of his community. A republican in politics, he was not an office seeker,
but served Railroad Township very efficiently for two terms in the
capacity of township trustee. His religious connection was with the
Methodist Church. Mr. Byers was a man of superior intelligence, good
practical information and strength of character. He possessed remarka-
ble energy and tenacity of purpose, and whatever he undertook he car-
ried through to a successful conclusion. He contributed his full share
toward laying the foundations of the materi~l prosperity of Starke
County, and during his stirring and busy life the sterling qualities
recognized in him commanded the respect of all within the circle of his
acquaintance.

On February 5, 1891, Mr. Byers was married in Starke County, In-
diana, to Miss Anna Vanek, of Railroad Township, who was born in
Bohemia, May 13, 1867, a daughter of James and Anna (Sirpe) Vanek,
also natives of Bohemia, and members of old families of that country.
Mrs. Vanek died in Bohemia in April, 1875, at the age of thirty-three
years, having been the mother of three children who died young and,
three who survived, the latter being: Mrs. Byers; John, foreman of the
coal docks at North Judson, Indiana, who married Elizabeth Vesley and
has six children-J oseph, Frank, John, Mary, James and Anna; and Mrs.
Mary Bicek, who resides on West Twentieth Street, Chicago, and has
nine children-Frank, Anna, Alvina, Mary, Rose, Martin, George, Laddie
and Edward. In 1876 James Vanek was married a second time in
Bohemia, being united with Barbara Babora, and after the birth of two
children, Tony and Josephine, the family in 1880 all came to the United
States, making their way via Bremen to New York and thence to Chi-
cago. After seven years they c,ame to Wayne Township, Starke County,
Indiana, where the father purchased 123 acres, to which he later added
forty acres, and put the land under cultivation, making numerous im-
provements of a valuable character. This he later traded for Chicago
property, and in the latter city he died February 9, 1910, at the age of
sixty-eight years, while the widow still survives and is a sixty-year-old
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resident of Chicago. They were members of the Roman Catholic Church,
and their children were reared in that faith, and in his political views
after coming to this country Mr. Vanek was a democrat. Three children
were born to them after coming to America: James, Barbara and Frank,
all of whom are now married and have children.

To Mr. and Mrs. Byers there were born seven childreff: Elizabeth,
born December 14, 1891, educated at Knox, and now the wife of Earl
Bonta of this city; Mary, born April 9, 1893, educ~ted at Knox. married
Aloy Morrisey of Fort RecovEJry, and lias one child-Morris W.; Anna,
born June 17, 1894, educated at Knox, now the wife of Roy Cox, and a
resident at Wheatfield, Indiana; Josephine, born June 14, 1896, who lives
at home and is a student in the high school; Jacob, born March 10, 1898,
who lives at home and is also a high schoo1 student; and Joseph, born
November 28, 1899, and John, born May 7, 1905, who are pupils of the
graded schools of Knox. Mrs. Byers and two children are members of
the Methodist Church.

W. FRED MARQUARDT. A resident of Starke County since his boy-
hood, Mr. Marquardt has become an honored and influential figure in
connection with the furtherance of the industrial and commercial prog-
ress and prosperity of this favored section of the state, and is one of the
representative business men and public-spirited citizens of the thriving
village of North Judson, where he is president and manager of the
People's Grain Company, which he maintains and operates as an excel-
lent grain elevator of ample capacity and modern facilities. He is also a
successful dealer in coal and wood and in this line. controls a substantial
business.

Mr. Marquardt has been the general manager of the elevator and
grain business at North Judson since October, 1897, the elevator itself
having been erected twelve years previously, by the Churchill & White
Grain Company, which was succeeded by the present corporation. The
elevator has a capacity of 6,000 bushels, with a capacity for the handling
of a carload of grain a day, though the average annual shipments of the
company are not in excess of fifty carloads. The plant also includes a
feed mill of the best modern type, and the company handles and grinds
an average of two tons of feed a day. The company has amplified its
operation also to include the handling of potatoes and onions' by the
carload, these being specially importa.nt products of Starke County. The
business was incorporated under the present title iff 1907, the company
being a closed corporation and basing its operations on a capital of
$5,000. Its board of directors includes representative and substantial
citizens of the county and Mr. Marquardt has been president and man-
ager of the company from the time, of its incorporation. He, had pre-
viously been numbered among the progressive and successful farmers of
Wayne Township and left the farm to identify himself with the important
business enterprise of which he is now the executive head.

Mr. Marquardt was a lad of five years at the time his parents estab-
lished their residence on a farm in Wayne Township, and there he was
reared to manhood, the while he gained practical and valuable experience
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in all departments of farm enterprise. He eventually became the owner
of one of the excellent farms of that township, and he sold his property
at the time of assuming his present business associations.

Mr. Marquardt was born in Altpitsih, West Prussia, on the 1st of
February, 1876, the family having been established in that part of the
great Empire of Germany Lor many generations and the major number
of its representatives having been prosperous exponents of the great basic
industry of agriculture, while the family has held to the faith of the
Lutheran Church from the time of the Reformation. Mr. Marquardt
is a son of Frederick and Caroline (Saske) Marquardt, the latter having
been at the time of her marriage to Frederick Marquardt a widow. Her
first husband was John Grabav, and concerning their children the fol-
lowing brief data are entered: John, Jr., was a resident of Dolton,
Illinois, at the time of his death; Charles died in the City of Chicago;
Tillie is the wife of Augustus Spenner, of North Judson, and they have
two sons and two daughters; Tilda is a widow and she and her only son,
Victor Heine, reside at New York City. Frederick and Caroline (Saske)
Marquardt have but one child, W. Fred, of this review, and they are now
nearing the age of fourscore years, being sterling and popular citizens of '
North Judson, where they are living in gracious quietude and in the
enjoyment of the rewards of former years of earnest endeavor.

In 1882 Frederick Marquardt came with his family to America, the
children of his wife by her first marriage having all accompanied them
on the voyage from Hamburg tfJ New York City. After their arrival in
the United States they soon ,came to Starke County, Indiana, and here
Frederick Marquardt purchased a farm of eighty acres in section 3,
Wayne Township, his only son, W. Fred, having eventually purchased a
tract of equal area in the same locality. There they were associated in
the carrying forward of a most progressive enterprise in diversified
farming and stockgrowing until 1907, when the son accepted his present
official position as manager of the elevator and grain business at North
Judson, where his parents simultaneously established their residence and
where his father has since lived retired. This venerable citizen is a
staunch adherent of the democratic party and both he and his wife are
devout communicants of the Lutheran Church. Their only son, to whom
this sketch is dedicated, remains with them and accords to them the
deepest filial solicitude and, as a bachelor, being specially appreciative of
the gracious home associatio,ns. He likewise is a communicant of the
Lutheran Church but holds different political faith from that of bis
father, as he gives his 8:11egiance to the republican party.

HERMAN A. HINE. One of the public-spirited citizens of San Pierre
is Herman A. Hine, who has been closely identified with busines3 inter-
ests at that village since March, 1890, a period of a quarter of a century.
San Pierre is one of the centers of foreign population largely in Starke
County, and Mr. Hine, w~o himself was born in Europe, has taken a
ranking position as one of the leading men in that section. He is the
owner of land and houses and in many ways has made himself a useful
factor.
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Herman A. Hine was born at Kalmar, Posen, Germany, March 18,
"1859. His father, John Hine, was born and reared and married in his
native Province of Posen, and all the four children were born in that
country. The other three children are named: Julius, who is married
and is one of the successful citizens of Jasper County, Indiana, and has
a family of two Sons and two daughters; Henrietta is the wife of Julius
Blasine, who is a veteran of the Civil war, and is now living at Michigan
City, Laporte County, where he and his wife have four sons and two
daughters; Christine is the wife of Gus Reetz, and they now live at
Michigan City in Laporte County, 1Vhere Mr. Reetz is a carpenter and has
a family of two sons and three daughters.

It was i~ 1863 that the Hine family left Germany and in a sailing
vessel crossed the ocean to New York City. They came direct to Indiana,
locating first in Michigan City, but several years later settled on land
in Laporte County, and in 1875 removed to Jasper County, where the
father continued his work as a farmer until his death in 1879 at the
age of sixty-three. Ris wife died some years later when past sixty.
They were members of the Lutheran Church, and he was in politics

. a democrat.

Herman A. Hine was still young when his parents located in Jasper
County, and after getting his education he went to Chicago, and passed
his twenty-first birthday in that city. During 1880-81 Mr. ~ine was a
resident of Chicago, and then went out to the State of Minnesota and
homesteaded land and followed' farming for a year. in 1882 returning
to Indiana he located in Marshall Co11nty and found employment with
the Nickel Plate Railway. Eighteen months later he went to Garrett in
DeKalb County, and finally to Andrews in Huntington County, and
for more than seven years was a faithful'and efficient employe of the
Wabash Railway. He lived for two years in the City of Lafayette, and
while there, in 1888, married Cena Luken. Mrs. Hine was born in
Oldenburg, Germany, in 1868, and a year later her family emigrated to
the United States and located near San Pierre in Starke County. Her
father, Herman Luken, was one of the early settlers in Railroad Town-
ship of Starke County, locating on a brush farm and improving and
clearing and providing a home for himself and adding something to the
area of cultivated farm land in this county. He was seventy-one years
of age at the time of his death, and his wife had passed away some years
before. The Lukens were Lutherans in religion and in politics he was
a democrat.

Mr. Hine and wife are members of the Lutheran Church and he is a
democrat. Their children are: Mary, the wife of Arthur Marshall,
ticket agent for the Chicago, Indiana & Southern Railway at Snyder,
Indiana, and they have a daughter aged eighteen months; Elizabeth,
who like her sister was well educated in the public schools, is now
eighteen years of age; Raymond is fourteen years old and is now
attending the seventh grade of the public schools. Practically everyone
in Railroad Township knows and esteems Mr. Hine and his family, and
he is readily recognized as one of the leaders of that little community.
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JOHN DoLEZAL. The largest general merchandise store in San Pierre
is conducted by John Dolezal & Company, the company consisting of
Mr. Dolezal's enterprising young sons, who are both well trained and
efficient young business men. Mr. Dol~zal throughout his active career
in business has believed in honest merchandise and honest methods of
handling it, and with this .statement the cause of his success is not far
to seek. At San Pierre he carries a large line of staple stock of every
variety of goods for the local demand. His merchandise is well arranged
and he has brought to this thriving little village of Starke County the
commercial methods and system acquired by his long metropolitan ex-
perience in Chicago. His store building is 32 by ~OO feet and his mer-
chandise has 6,000 feet of floor space, besides a ware room. Most of his
stock is carried on the main floor, while the second floor is devoted to
house furnishing supplies. Besides other goods he carries shelf hard-
ware, farm implements and other supplies for the farming trade. In a
nearby plant the firnl manufacture drain tile and cement blocks.

Mr. Dolezal came to San Pierre and bought the large store and itS
stock in 1898. The business had previously been conducted under severa]
ownerships, but for more than fifteen years Mr. Dolezal has been the
active head and has built up a business which in proportions and value
of trade will compare favorably with any establishment of the kind in
Starke County. Prior, to his coming here Mr. Dolezal was tWenty-five
years a merchant taiJor in. Chicago, having a fine business on the West
Side. He was a custom tailor, and being a practical workman in that
line himself developed a paying business and had a large trade in his
district of Chicago.

John Dolezal came to Chicago in 1874, when a very young man. He
learned his trade in Bohemia, and was employed as a journeyman for
several years before setting up in business for himself. John Dolezal
was born near the City of Prague August 19, 1859, and was reared and
educated there and served a thorough apprenticeship. His father,

. Albert Dolezal, spent all his life in Bohemia and was of a good sub-
stantial family of that country. He died in 1867 when forty"five years
of age. Albert Dolezal married Anna Sima. After his death she and
her son and a daughter, Anna, took passage at Bremen and after a long
voyage landed at Baltimore and went direct to Chicago. The mother
died ten years later at Freeport, Illinois, at the age of seventy-five. Sh~
and her family were all communicants of the Catholic Church. The
daughter, Anna, is the wife of. Frank Gray, a carpenter and mechanic,
and a number of years ago they left Chicago and now live in Idaho, "hav-
ing a family of three sons and five daughters, seVen of whom are married.

John Dolezal was married in Chicago to Sophia Rouch, who was born
in Illinois and died at San Pierre in 1904 at the age of thirty-five. She
was a member of the Catholic Church. Her children were seven in
number: Josephine is the wife of Joseph Cesal, a farmer Bear San Pierre,
and their children are Goorge, Blanch, Otto and Ellen. Henry, who
is a bookkeeper in Chicago, married Antoinette Welsh and has a son
Elmer aged five years. Rosa is the wife of John Kehler, of San" Pierre,
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and they have a daughter Monica. Otto, who was well educated, is now
his father's partner, a busy young man of twenty-three, and a member of
the Masonic order in both the Lodge and .Royal Arch chapter. Bessie,
who like her brothers and sisters was educated in the public and
parochial schools, married Harry Stalbaum, lives at Tefft, Indiana, and
has a son Virgil. John, who is now twenty years of age and has been
well trained in business and is associated with his father and brother
in the merchandise establishment at San Pierre was educated in two
different schools and -gives promise of a bright career as a business man.
The younger child, Helen, is now sixteen years of age and has finished her
education in the local schools.

Mr. Dolezal married for his second wife at San Pierre Mrs. Anna
(Gray) Dousek, the widow of Frank Dousek. She was born and reared
and educated in Milwaukee and lived in Chicago until after the death
of her husband. By her first marriage she has a daughter Pauline,
now twenty-five years of age, and the wife of Jesse Eberhardt of San
Pierre. Mr. and Mrs. Dowzal have one son Robert, aged nine years, and
now attending the local schools. Mr. Dolezal and his grown sons are
republicans in politics, and fraternally he is affiliated with the lodge of
Masons at North Judson and with the subordinate lodge of Odd Fellows
in Chicago. The family is well known in Railroad Township, and Mr.
Dolezal through his success in business and his well known public spirit
was elected by the vote of his fellow citize~s in November, 1914, to a
seat in the county council.

FREDERICK J. WEINKAUF. One of the most highly esteemed citizens
of Railroad Township is Frederick J. Weinkauf, who for more than
twenty years has been a resident of San Pierre, and in business at that
village. Mr. Weinkauf recently surrendered the office of postmaster of
San Pierre, to which he was appointed as a fourth class postmaster under
President McKinley's administration in 1900. A good business man, he

. exercised his duties as postmaster in such a manner as to please all the
patrons of the office, and left a clean record behind him. The San'
Pierre office has one rural delivery route which was established in 1907.
Since that time the mail has been carried by Mr. F. M. Smith, who has
made his daily journey of twenty-six miles for the past eight years,
the only irregularity in the operation of the route having been during
the first two or three weeks. In JUly, 1914, Mr. Weinkauf turned over
the affairs of the office to the present postmaster, Mary I. Dolezal. Mr.
Weinkauf came to San Pierre in tlfe fall of 1893, and established himself
in business as a general merchant. :l;Ie now has a good store, carrying
a stock of groceries and general notions.

Frederick J. Weinkauf was born in New York City November 13,
1874, but has lived in Starke County since he was two years of age. His
education came from the public schools near San Pierre in Railroad
Township. His parents were Frederick and Elizabeth (Schmidt) Wein-
kauf, who were born in Germany, of an old and respected family that for
several generations had lived at Setnow. Fredrick Weinkauf Sr. and
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wife came to America as young people and at about the same date, locat-
ing about 1868 at Wanatah in Laporte County, where they were married.
They had been acquainted with each other in Germany. After the birth
of two children, Emial and Alvina, they left Laporte County and went
east to New York City. While living there Frederick J. and his sister
Elizabeth were born, the latter on May 8, 1876. In the fall of the latter'
year the family returned to Indiana, locating on a small farm in section
18 of Railroad Township. In this township the other five ch~dren were
born, namely: Emma, who died young; Ida, now the wife of H. A.
Smithl who lives near the old home in Railroad Towns~p and has one
son; Lydia, wife of John Hanke, a farmer in Railroad Township, and
they have three children; William, who died ~hen fourteen years old;
Samuel, who is married and has a family of sons and lives at Courtenay,

, North Dakota. The oldest child, Emial, is a prosperous farmer living
on the old home in Railroad Township, and has two soris and four
daughters. Alvina, the second child, died when a girl, and the daughter
Elizabeth died at the age of sixteen. The father (jf this family died on
the farm in Starke County in the fall of 1898 at the age of fifty. His
widow subsequently married a Mr. Michael, and they live in San Pierre.
In religion the Weinkaufs were Lutherans in Germany, and are now
associated with the E,vangelical Lutheran faith.

Frederick J. Weinkauf was married in Railroad Township January
25, 1900, to Julia Luken, who was born on the old Luken farm in Rail-

, road Township June 4, 1879, and was reared and well educated in the
local schools. Her parents were Herman Luken and wife, and her
brother Henry Luken is now county treasurer of Starke County, and the
family have been prosperous farmers in Railroad Township for many
years. Mr. and Mrs. Weinkauf have one son, Kenneth Willard, who was
born December 3, 1913. Mr. Weinkauf and wife worship in the E'tan-
gelical Lutheran Church, and politically he upholds the republican

party.

WILLIAM SWEITZER, SR. Hardly seventeen years have passed since
William Sweitzer located in Starke County. At that time he was a
young man of twenty years, possessed an education somewhat above the
average, had had -some training as a farmer and possessed a general
knowledge of business, but so far as position and. capital were concerned
was on the bottom"round of the ladder. In the little Village of San
Pierre he has made a success as a hay dealer, also in the handling of
agricultural implements, and the surplus f:rom business has gone from
time to time in land investments, and he now owns and operates one of
the valuable farms of Railroad Township. From every consideration
his has been an exceedingly successful career.

William Sweitzer, Sr., was born on the banks of the Mississippi River
at Winona, Minnesota, January 1, 1878. His earlier American ancestors
lived in Pennsylvania, but his father, Mathew Sweitzer, was a native
of Minnesota and spent all his career in that state, where he was a farmer
and later in the hotel business. He died when past sixty years of age,
and his wife lived to about the same age.

41



642 . HISTO~Y OF STARKE COUNTY

William Sweitzer grew up and was educated in Minnesota, completing
his schooling at a college in Teutopolis, Illinois. In 1898 he came to
San Pierre and began dealing in hay and supplying agricultural imple-
ments to the surrounding farming district. The hay industry has been
an important factor of activities at the Village of San Pierre. It is the

. market point for the thousands of tons of wild hay raised on the marsh

land in that section of the county, and there has been a growing demand
for this commodity both for -feeding and for packing purposes. Mr.

. Sweitzer carries on a large business in the buying and shipping of baled

hay, and has handled between 100 and 250 carloads annually. He is the
chief dealer in that locality in agricultural implements, and carries a
large stock representing the standard machinery suitable to the needs
of this section. In addition to his business in town Mr. Sweitzer owns
and operates 390 acres of land in Railroad Township.

Mr. Sweitzer married at San Pierre Ida Zabel, who was born tbirty-
four years ago in Chicago, grew up and was educated there, and was
still a young woman when her parents located in San Pierre. Both her
parents were of German birth and ancestry, were married in the old
country, and on coming to the United States settled in Chicago, and
finally moved to San Pierre. Mrs. Sweitzer's mother died at San Pierre
in 1908 at the age of fifty-five. Her father, Frederick Zabel, a few year'3
ago went South and is now living at Mercedes in extreme Southern Texas,
being now past sixty years of age. The Zabel family were members of
the Lutheran Church.

Mr. and Mrs. Sweitzer have a fine family of growing children:
Evelyn, fifteen years of age and now in the first year of high school;
Esther, aged fourteen, and also in the first year of high school; William,
Jr., attending the seventh grade of the public schools; Leroy, a first
grade pupil; and Frederick, aged four years. Politically Mr. Sweitzer
is a republican.

SIMON E. CLAWSON. One of the younger citizens of Starke County,
Simon E. Clawson, is furnishing a capaQle and energetic service in San
Pierre as the passenger and freight agent for the Chicago, Indiana &
Southern Railway. This road is one of the numerous branches of the
New York Central Ljnes, and San Pierre is one of the busy traffic centers
in Starke County. Mr. Clawson has spent practically all his active
career in railroad service, and has been located at San Pierre for eight
years. The first three years were spent as telegraph operator, and since
then he has also performed the duties of freight and passenger agent.
He is a well disciplined railroad man, is industrious, quietly efficient, and
has the thorough fidelity and dependableness which are the best qualities
in a railroad man.

Simon E. Clawson was born at San Pierre March 12, 1891, and was
reared and educated in the local public schools. He was sixteen years of
age when he went to work for the railroad company and soon proved
himself worthy of responsible duties. Mr. Clawson is a son of Jesse W.
and Augusta (Miller) Clawson. Both parents are natives of Indiana,
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his father born in Jasper County in October, 1868, and his mother in I

Pulaski County in January, 1873. Both came from Ohio parentage.
The Clawson grandparents came from Preble County, Ohio, and were
early settlers in Jaspe1' County. Grandfather Clawson finally removed
from Jasper to Starke County, and died here. Grandfather Miller lived
in San Pierre until his death about twenty-five years ago, and his widow
is still living there, and in 1915 will pass her seventy-second birthday.
The Clawsons were members of the Methodist Church while the Millers
were German Lutheran people.

After their marriage in Starke County Jesse W. Clawson and wife
engaged in farming for several years, but since 1906 he has been section
foreman for the railway, having supervision of the repair and upkeep of
five miles of the railroad in the vicinity of San Pierre. He has his home
in that village. Both are members of the Methodist Church, and he
was formerly a republican but is now identified with the progressive
movement in politics.

.Simon E. Clawson is the oldest of six children. The others are men-
tioned as follows: William A., who died in infancy; Bertha L.., who was
educated at San Pierre, in the North Judson High School and in Terre
Haute State Normal, and is now a teacher; Orlyn J., who graduated
from the North Judson High School in the class of 1915; EI~abeth C.,
in the second year of high school; and Guy L., attending the public
schools in the fifth grade. The four older children are members of the
Evangelical Church. Simon E. Clawson is independent in his political
activities, and is affiliated with the blue lodge of Masons at North
Judson, and with the MOdern Woodmen of America at Tefft.

JOHN H. WATTS. One of North Judson's progressive and enter-
prising business men is John H. Watts, of the firm of Peterson & Watts,
druggists. This firm succeeded Frank Eatinger in the business and have
a well stocked and equipped store on Lane Street, in a building 24 by 75
feet, filled with standard lines of drugs, also sundries and other stock
usually found in a modern drug store. They have built up and main-
tain a fine trade and the business is nOw in its tenth year under the pres-
ent management. Mr. Watts is a licensed pharmacist, having attended
the pharmacy department of Valparaiso University, and is an expert in
his line, and a good business builder and public spirited citizen.

Mr. Watts received his early education in the high school at Bristol,
Indiana, with the class of 1895~ and since leaving school has had a varied.
and active career. He learned the trade of cigar maker, and worked as
a journeyman and also as an individual manufacturer for several ye!Jl"S.
In January, 1899, he enlisted in the regular army, with the Nineteenth
Regiment of II1fantry, as a private. This regiment went to Porto Rico,
and he remained there four months under Colonel Wood and General
Chaffee. Under the command of another colonel he went with the regi-
ment to the Philippine Islands, and remained on duty in the Pacific until
his return to San Francisco and honorable discharge February 24, 1902.
He thus had three years of army life. In Porto Rico his regiment per-
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, f~rmed mostly general garrison duty, but after its transfer to the Philip-
pines had some hot skirmishes with the revolutionists in those islands.
Though engaged in several frays in the Philippines Mr. Watts escaped
unhurt, and with the \3xception of one month spent in hospital was on
duty all the time. After leaving the army Mr. Watts engaged in cigar
manufacturing at North Judson and Napp/!-nee, Indiana, and from that
graduated into the drug business.

John H. Watts was bol"ll in Elkhart, Indiana, February 14, 1874, and
when.fiye years of age his parents, John G. and Harriet (Zahner) Watts,
removed to Bristol in Elkhart County. His father was a native of Penn-
sylvania and his mother of Ohio, and the great-grandfather Watts came
from England and established the name in Pennsylvania in the early
days. John G. Watts was a son of Pennsylvanians, and his father died
there when the son John G. was quite young. John G.'s mother lived to
be eighty.,nine years of age, and died in Pennsylvania. After removing
to Bristol John G. Watts followed his trade as carpenter and also engaged
in farming in that section of Elkhart County and died at Bristol in
1893 at the age of sixty-seven. His wife passed away in March, 1902,
when about three score years of age. They were members of the Metho-

. dist Church and in politics he was a democrat. There were four sons and
two daughters in the family, and one of the daughters died at the age
of four years, while the rest are all married and have children of their
own.

John H. Watts, who is the third child and son, was married in North
Judson December 23, 1905, to Miss Hattie Peterson. She was born in
Chicago, IlIinoisf,September 13, 1887, but was reared and educated in
North Judson. She is a sister of Gustave Napoleon Peterson, a sketch
of whom and his family will be found on other pages. Mr. and Mrs.
Watts htl.veone son, John H. Jr., born February 7, 1907, and now attend-
ing school at North Judson. Mrs. Watts is a member of the Methodist
Church, and he is affiliated with North Judson Lodge No. 484, A. F. &
A. M., and politically is identified vyith the republican party.

SAMUEL BEATTY. Three decades have passed since the death of
Samuel Beatty, October 22, 1884, yet evidences of his sojourn abound in
Starke County, where during his day he was one of his locality's best
known and most influential citizens.. His was a singularly successful
career, charact~rized by active and prosperoos participation in a number
of fields of endeavor, as well as by faithful public service over a period
of years when the rapid development and many needs of the county
ne~essitated the presence of strong and conscientious men in public posi-
tions. His life is now but a wholesome memory, but the things which
he accomplished are still benefiting the present generation, and his
record on the history of Starke County will live as an example worthy
of emulation.

Mr. Beatty was born in Carroll County,. Ohio, April 7, 1819, a mem-
ber of an old family of Pennsylvania, in which state his parents were
born. Their names are not now remembered, but it is known that they
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were married in the Keystone State, went to Ohio shortly thereafter,
and there spent long and useful lives. Among their children were:
Samuel, Robert, Cassandra, who married a Mr. Van Horn; and Rachel,
who became the wife of Harrison Wyant, all born and reared in Ohio
and there ~arried. There Mr. Van Horn died and left his wife with
eight children, and ~he, with her sister and brothers, came to Grant
County, Indiana, and settled in or about Marion. There she married a
second time Scott Freeman, and like her brothers and sister settled down
to farming in Grant County, a~d there died when past middle life.
Robert Be;l.tty was married three times, and had children by both his
first and second wives.

Samuel Beatty was one of the younger of his parents' children, some
of whom had died in Ohio, and grew up on the home farm in his native
county, where he was married the first time to Mary Cogan, who died
after comjng to Indiana, leaving a family of children including Mrs.
Austin Dial; and Oliver, who met an accidental death in falling from a
train at Indianapolis, Indiana. After the deatH of his first wife, in
1840, Mr. Beatty was married the second time, September 17, 1855, to
Mrs. Margaret (Jones) Morris, who was born in Whitley County, ~en-
tuck.)r, on the Cumberland Riyer, November 7, 1827, and was one year
old when taken to what is now Grant County, Indiana, by her parents
William and Nancy (Conner) Jones. Nancy (Conner) Jones 'was 11-
daughter of Lewis Conner, a native of South Carolina, and of Irish
parentage, the name in Ireland having been spelled 0 'Conner. He mur-
ried Margaret M~Clarren, who was born in Scotland, of the old clan of
that name and of a fine family belonging to the gentry. Mrs. Conner, who
was a woman of -exceptional qualities, came with her parents to Ameriea
as a child of seven years, the family lc;>cating in- South Carolina, where
she met and married Mr. Conner. After their union they came with
their children to Grant County, Indiana, in the late '20s, being among
the earliest pioneers of that part of tHe state, where they were well and
fa,vorably known, and where they passed away well advanced- in years.
Mrs. C~nner was knQwn as a woman of I:nuch genius in her work at
home, planning her own looms and making many kinds of woven cloth
by hand after the manner of the early days, and of the finest texture.
She was also noted for her bright, clear eyes and active mind, character-
istics inherited by her granddaughter, Mrs. Beatty.

When Mr. and Mrs. Jones came to Grant County, Indiana, that part
of the country was still a reserve, and they settled down to live among
the Indians. The father secured wild land where the present City of
Marion now stands, although at that time there was little to indicate
that this would be one day a center of thriving business activity. They
were still young people, the father having been born November 10, 1803,
and the mother July 22, 1804, both in North Carolina, and the latter had
come to Wayne County, Indiana, when young. The father had come up
to visit a si~ter, and thus met and married, and they later returned to
Kentucky, where their son, Nelson,. and their daughter, Margaret (Mrs.
Beatty), were born. The fi~st home in the new and wild territory, sur-
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rounded by the forests filled with game of all kinds and the tribes of
friendly Indians, was a little, one-room log cabin. The father was noted
for his industry and energetic habits, and when he had cultivated a
property replaced the original residence with a more pretentious struc-
ture. He also purchased a second farm, and when this land was all
given over to building lo,ts for the city, he bought a third farm in
Franklin Township, and there continued to follow farming during the
remainder of his active career. Mr. and Mrs. Jones died within a week
and a day of each other, in 1880. They were devoted Methodists all of
their lives, and the father was a leader in the music of the church and was
a man so beloved that it is said he did not have an enemy in the world.
For years a whig, when the republican party was formed, he joined that
organization and remained faithful to its principles as long as he lived.

After their marriage and the birth of six children, Mr. and Mrs.
Beatty came to Knox, in 1859, he having traded for land in the cor-
poration and a store, stock of goods, home and cattle. From that time
he was engaged in trading, farming and practicing law until his death.
At one time probably every man in the county was personally acquainted
with Mr. Beatty, so extensive had been his trading interests among them,
and his name was at all times synonymous with honorable dealing and
strict integrity. He was for long years an active republican, represented
Starke, Pulaski and St. Joseph counties in the State Legislature for two
terms, was a justice of the peace for a number of years, and held various
other offices. His religious connection was with the Methodist Church,
and he lived up to its teachings.

Since the death of Mr. Beatty, Mrs. Beatty has continued to make
her home at Knox, residing in a handsome nine-room house on SI;Juth
Main Street. She is probably the best known woman in the city, is
kinswoman. to a great many of the best known people of Starke County,
and is affectionately known everywhere as Aunt Beatty. She has con-
tributed materially to the development of this section of the country by
improving and cultivating farming lands, and has also been active in
religious work, being the oldest member of the Methodist Church. A
woman of true Christian characte~, her declining years are being passed
in P1:Jace, joy and happiness, and although pow eighty-seven years of age
is still enjoying excellent health. By her first marriage she was the
mother of four children, namely: Alva, who is the widow of Robert
Bender Leander, who died in 1914 in Seattle, Washington, leaving a
widow and four children; Arena, who is the wife of Joseph Lansing
Garner, of Okmulgee, Oklahoma, and has a family; and Louise, who is
the wife of George Swartzel, of Knox.

Mr. and Mrs. Beatty were the parents of the following children: Wil-
liam, who married and is deceased, as is his wife, and left one son, Ora,
a druggist and prominent oil operator of Okmulgee, Oklahoma, who is
married; Rachel, who became the wife of Frank Robinson, and is now
deceased; Ella, who is t}le wife of George Treaver, of O~ulgee, Okla-
homa; Betty, who resides with her r:nother; and Charley, who was em-
ployed on the C, I. S. Railway, and was accidentally killed when eighteen
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years of age, when his foot caught in a frog switch and his own train
ran him down. Miss Betty Beatty has been in the bondage of deafness
from early childhood, but this remarkably active woman has not allowed
this handicap to interfere with her usefulness or her enjoyment of life.
She is excellently educated and is a fluent conversationalist, having'
perfected herself in the art of lip reading. ,

WILLIAM C. SPOOR. For nearly three-quarters of a century one of
the best-known families of Starke County has been that bearing the name
of Spoor. Its members braved the hardships and privations of the wild,
unbroken land among the earliest settlers of this part of the great Hoosier
State, and have at all times been looked upon as men and women of
industry and honorable dealings, who have contributed in large degree
to the development and growth of this section.

A worthy representative of this family was the late William C. Spoor.
Four years of age when brought to Starke County, the remainder of
his active career was passed here in the pursuits of the soil, and when he
died, June 16, 1907, his community lost one who in many ways had helped
in the advancement of its movements. During a long and honorable
career he watched the remarkable and interesting transformation of the
wilderness into a center of agricultural, educational and religious activity,
and faithfully he played his part in the labor that made this development
possible: Mr. Spoor was born in Ohio, January 30, 1836, a son of
Thomas and Marilda Spoor, also natives of the Buckeye State, of German
ancestry. Several years after their marriage they came with their 8illall
family to Indiana, settling first in North Bend Township, and then on a
wild property in section 7, California Township, where the father had
taken up land about 1840. Here they found wild game in abundance,
and soon the father and sons developed into excellent marksmen, thus
being able to contribute to the family larder all manner of fresh game.
One of the feet of the last deer to fall before William C. Spoor's unerring
aim is still a highly-prized trophy of the family. The life of the family
in the early days was similar to that of other pioneers. Only the barest
of necessities of life were obtainable, and comforts and conveniences
were not to be thought of. Yet the early settlers were a sturdy, rugged
and cheerful lot, laboring onward, happy in the knowledge that they were
making a home for their families and that they were aiding in the work
of civilization. As the years passed, Thomas and Marilda Spoor, with
the aid of their children, succeeeded in developing a good farm and fur-
nishing a comfortable home. Of a very hospitable and generous nature,
they entertained their many friends from all over this part of the county,
and also reared many poor children who sought their place as a home,
some of the latter being married from the Spoor homestead. It is
doubtful if any of the pioneer couples of Starke County were more gener-
ally esteemed and beloved. Devout members of the Universalist
Church, they lived as such, and their lives proved an inspiration to all
with whom they came into contact. Mr. Spoor was always a stanch
friend of education and built the first schoolhouse in California Town-
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ship, a wooden structure known as the Spoor schoolhouse, which still
bears his name although the original building has been replaced by a
modern brick edifice, which is now known as Spoor School District No.3.
Mr. Spo.orwas prominent locally as a republican,'and served very capably
in the capacity of justice of the peace for eighteen years. The first ballot-
box of the township election, used when he was judge of election, is still
in the family's possession, a wooden receptacle about the size of a shoe
box; unpainted and unvarnished, with a slot in the top and a lock on the
side. Six children were born to this worthy and sturdy ol~ pioneer
couple: William C., of this review; Mrs. Lovisa Hepner, the wife of
Mathias Hepner of Knox, both among the oldest born people of Starke
County; Thomas Filmore, a resident of the State of California; Helen,
who is the widow of A. C. Wilhelm, now residing with Mrs. Spoor, at
Knox; Della, deceased, who was the wife of J: West Seagraves, living
at Knox; and Clara, who is the wife of Daniel Hildrebrand, a farmer
of California Township.

William C. Spoor was reared on the home farm, amid pioneer sur-
roundings, and secured his educational training in the primitive hewed
log and frame schoolhouses so familiarly known to the pioneers of
Indiana. He was married in this township to Miss Henrietta German,
who died when between thirty-five and forty years of age, leaving six
children: Julius, Clarence, Hilda, Thomas, Verna and Orris, of \vhom
all are living, and all are married and have families. Mr. Spoor was
again married in this township to Miss Lois I. Loring, who was born at
Indianvillage, Miami County, Indiana, OctfJber 9, 1858, residing there
when the Indians of the Miami tribe were numerous at that point and
were near neighbors of her family. When she was seven years of age she.
was brought to Railroad Township, near English Lake, Starke Colmty,

.. by her pareRts, Edward and Rhoda (Harshman) Loring, who located

on a new farm as pioneers and there made a good home and continued
to reside upon it until their deaths, the father passing away iff his fifty-
sixth year, while the mother was fifty-three at the time of her demise.
They were members-of the Christian Church, and Mr. Loring was a demo-
crat, his good education leading him to be chosen as a campaign speaker
on many occasions. He was a son of Thomas and Elizabeth (Wiley)
Loring, the former a native of Scotland and the latter of Ireland, who
were married in Ohio and not long thereafter located among the Indians
of Miami Comity, Indiana, but in the '50s removed to Starke Qounty,
where they became widely and favorably known. He died there during
his eightieth year, while Mrs. Loring was ninty years of age when
she passed away. They were members of the Christian Church, and
Mr. Loring was an active democrat in his political views.

Not only did Mrs. Spoor rear the six children of her husband's first
marriage, but also six children of her own, the latter being as follows:
Everett L., a widower, has two children, Merle and Helen; Forest, also
at home and engaged in cultivating his mother's 55-acre farm, married
Chloe Tannehill, and has three children, Wade and Lyman and Linas,
twins; Della, who is the wife of Ernest Coleman, of South B'end, Indiana,
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and has a son, Darwin; Madge, who is the wife of Lloyd Lamberson, a
bookkeeper in South Bend, Indiana, and has a son, Wayne; Ben-
jamin, who is a stone mason contractor of Knox, married Laura
Lewis, the daughter of William Lewis, and has one little daugh-
ter, Methol; and Orpha, sixteen years of age, who graduated from
the graded schools in the class of 1913. The mother of these chil-
dren is a devout member of, the Free Methodist Church, and has been
active and helpful in its movements. She has many friends throughout
this part of the county.

JAMES M. WHITE. The career of a dutiful, honorable and upright
man, a gallant soldier, a thorough and diligent business man and a useful,
intelligent and patriotic citizen, is illustrated in the enviable life record
of JamesM. White, one of the old and honored retired residents of Knox.
The great prosperity which, on the whole, has attended the Union during
the past half a century,. is principally due to the fact that this compara-
tively long period of peace has enabled the various branches of industry
t9 develop the natural wealth of the country. Following the close of
the great struggle between the North and the South the nation has beenunited, each part contributing \ to the prosperity and- advancement of

every other section. So it is that great honor is due to those who upheld
the country in its hour of need and made the supremacy of the country
possible in various fields of endeavor. Of this class of men James M.
White is a worthy representative.

Mr. White was born in the southeastern part of Chester County,
Pennsylvania, about eight miles from the states of Delaware and Mary-
land, October 8, 1834, and is a son of Seneca and Sarah (Miller) White.
His father was born April 28, 1799, in Pennsylvania., of Irish ancestry,
while the mother was born of German stock,. in Chester County, Penn-
sylvania, August 13, 1802. Her father, Solomon Miller, was a soldier
during the Revolutionary war, through which he was the driver of the
headquarters team of Gen. George Washington. When the war was
closed he returned to Pennsylvania and there passed the remaining years
of a long and active life in following the trade of stone mason.

Seneca White grew to manhood in Chester County, where he learned
as a youth the trade of shoemaker.. married in his native county, and
there resided until 1872, when he came to Porter County, Indiana, mak-
ing his home at Hebron until his death in January, 1874, while Mrs.
White survived him until October, 1885, and died in the faith of the
Methodist Church. The father was originally a whig and later a repub-
lican, but was not an office seeker, being content to round out his life
as an industrious business man and good citi~n. Seneca and Sarah
White became the parents of the following children: Joseph, born in
1825, became a blacksmith and died in advanced age in Pennsylvania,
leaving a family; John, a wheelwright and carpenter, and a soldier in
the Civil war, died in Pennsylvania, leaving a family; William, a black-
smith, who died at Hebron, Indiana, left one foster child; Richard, a
blacksmith and farmer, lived and died in Pennsylvania, had ten chil-
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dren and numerous grandchildren; James M., of this review; Mary J.,
who died at the age of fourteen years; Washington, who learned the
blacksmith trade and early left home; and Rachel Ann, who married for
her first husband Thomas Hill, and had one child, and now lives with
her second husband, Jacob Hill, a brother of Thomas, at Chester, Penn-
sylvania.

James M. White was given ordinary educational advantages in the
schools of Chester County, Pennsylvania, and was seventeen years of age
when he embarked upon his career. Going to Maryland, he there learned
the tinner's trade, which he completed at Wilmington, Delaware, and
following this for some years did journeyman work at various places.
In 1860 he came to Porter County, Indiana, where with his brother Wil-
liam he entered land, but in the following year went to Chicago to follow
his trade and was located in that city when the great Civil war broke
across the country in all its fury. At the first call for troops Mr. White
enlisted in Company E, Nineteenth Regiment, Illinoi~ Volunteer In-
fantry, known as the Highland Guard, a Scotch org-anization of Chicago.
Companies A, C, D, E, G and K, as subsequently designated in the Nine-
teenth Regiment, Col. John B. Turchin, all of them from Chicago, were
sworn into the state service at Springfield, May 4, 1861, and being thence
ordered to Chicago, June 3, were organized with other companies as a
regiment, and sworn into the United States service for three years,
June 17. The Nineteenth Regiment was first under Col. John B.
Turchin, afterwards brigadier-general, in various expeditions in Missouri,
Kentucky and Tennessee, scouting, guarding railroads, engaging the
enemy, and domg good service. Its first regular battle was that of Stone
River., where its brave commander, Col. Joseph R. Scott, who had suc-
ceeded Turchin, was mortally wounded. It lost in this bloody engage-
ment, including Capt. Knowlton F. Chandler, fourteen killed, eighty-three
wounded, and eleven missing. Among the wounded were Captains
Murchison and Garriott, and Lieutenants Hunter and Bell. At the stub-
oorn conflict of Chickamauga the Nineteenth was in the thickest of the
fight, and sustained a loss of ten killed, forty-five 'Younded and sixteen
missing. It also lost two killed and fourteen wounded at Missionary
Ridge. It participated in the Atlanta campaign until June 8, 1864,
when it returned to Chicago and was mustered out June 9th. General
Stanley said of thi~ regiment, in a comruunication to Governor Yates of
Illinois: "It has done its whole duty-has borne its share of danger and
toil and come off the field with honor."

After its enlistment the regiment was sent at once to Missouri, thence
to Kentucky, and then on to Cincinnati and Louisville, Kentucky. It was
while on this trip that occurred one of the great tragedies of the war,
for while the second section of the train bearing the regiment was cross-
ing Beaver Creek, in Indiana, the bridge went down under the strain,
precipitating many of those in the second section into the waters below,
and killing thirty-two soldiers, who were buried the following day at
Cincinnati. In this accident Mr. White had a very narrow escape. The
moving order having been countermanded, the regiment went to Chicka-
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mauga, participating in that battle under General Rosecrans, and later
to Chattanooga, where the regiment was bottled up by the enemy and
compelled to battle its way out. The great part taken by the Nineteenth
in the battle of Missionary Ridge is sho,vn in the bas-relief on the monu-
ment of that point. After being mustered out of service Mr. White
went to Wilmington, Delaware, and veteranized in Philadelphia, becom-
ing a member of the Third United States Veteran Volunteers, in the
regular service. Enlisting for one year, the greater part of this time was
spent in guard duty at Springfield, Illinois, and there he was mustered
out of the service in March, 1866. In all his service to his country
covered a period of four years and three months, and was characterized
at all times by devotion to duty and brave and gallant behavior during
action.

RetuJ;"ning to Porter County, Indiana, Mr. White was engaged in
following his trade until 1891, when he came to Knox and established
a tin and hardware store, which he conducted until 1904, when he retired
to his pleasant home which he had built on coming here, a comfortable
residence at the corner of Shields and New York streets. He also con-
tributed to the building growth of Knox by the erection of a good busi-
ness block, 20 by 100 feet, next to the Fitz Hotel, on ,Main Street, the
lower floor used for store purposes and the upper part by a hotel. Dur-
ing his long and active business career, Mr. White established a repu-
tation for honorable dealing and adherence to the highest business ethics,
8nd everywhere he is held in high esteem because of his honorable career.
He is a republican in his political views, but has not sought public
preferment, and was member and officer of Hebron Post, Grand Army of
the Republic, and a member of the Nineteenth Regimental Club, of Chi-
cago. With his family he attends the Methodist Church at Knox.

Mr. White was married in Porter County, Indiana, in 1867, to Miss
Margaret J. Margeson, who was born in Decatur County, Indiana,
August 4, 1855, and was brought to Porter County when seven years of
age by her parents, Isaac and Mary (Lemmon) Margeson, natives of
Ohio, who were married in Decatur County, Indiana, where their six
children were all born, and two sons and two daughters were subse-
quently born after the parents removed to Porter County, Indiana. Mr.
Margeson bought a farm just across the line into Lake County, and con-
tinued to operate it until his death, August 4, 1881, when sixty-eight
years of age, Mrs. Margeson dying at the age of fifty-eight years, May 2,
1872. They were members of the Methodist Episcopal Church for many
years and Mr. Margeson W/l,S a democrat. Their children to grow to
maturity were: Sarah Ann, who died at the age of twenty-four years,
unmarried; Mary Ellen; twice a war widow, her first husband, Elvin
Ketchens, being killed during an engagement ,on the battlefield, and her
second husband, Capt. Thomas Little, who served through the war, later
becoming a merchant of Valparaiso, Indiana, where he died in 1898, leav-

. ing six children, while Mrs. Little still survives and resides with her
daughter at Oak Park, Illinois; Rebecca, who resides at Valparaiso, is
the mother of three children: Jefferson J., who met his death during the
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Civil war as a cavalryman, and was buried on a southern battleground;
Mrs. White, and George W., who died and left a widow and ten chil-
dren. ,

Mr. and Mrs. White have had two children: Charles Leslie, a hard-
ware merchant of Westville, married Mabel G. Paul, and has two daugh-
ters, Gertrude B. and Lillie M., both high school graduates; and Lillie
May, tht) wife of Ruhlan D. Hays, ofKno~, and the mother of two chil-
dren, Dorothy Dean, born December 10, 1912; and James Leslie, born
May 2, 1914.

DUDLEY M. WELLS. In the person of Dudley M. Wells is found a
sample of that material which has brought Starke County to. the fore-
front in the field of agricultural endeavor. 'Endowed with more than
the average ability, backed with shre.wd business judgment, he has pros-
pered eminently in the affairs of life, and is now living in comfortable
retirement, enjoying the well-merited rewards of his years of industrious
labor. He has always been a stirring and public-spirited citizen, lending
his aid to those movements which have made for progress and develop-
ment, and the honorable methods which he has pursued in his dealings. ,
have won for him a high place in the esteem of the people of his com-
munity.

Mr. Wells was born at Rome, Oneida County, New York, March 15,
1841, and comes of good old New England stock, the family having de-
scended from ancestors who came to Americlt on the second trip of the
Mayflower, there being four brothers of the name who landed here.
Justin Wells, the grandfather of Dudley M. Wells, was born at Georgia,
Vermont, and married Miss Sarah E. Hull, a sister of Ammon Hull,
the well-known coffee manufacturer 1J,ud dealer of Lowell, Massachusetts,
in which city she was born. Mr. and Mrs. Wells were married at St.
Albans, Vermont, and there were born all of their eight children, in-
cluding Justin Wells, Jr., the father of Dudley M. Wells, whose birth
occurred in December, 1804. From their native state the family traveled
by ox-team overland, taking all their earthly possessions in wagons, and
after a journey of six weeks arrived at Rome, some time between the
years 1818 and 1820. There the grandfather died at the age of seventy-
six years, as did his first and second wives, who were not so far ad-
vanced in years, and the latter of whom was the mother of several
children. All were members of the Universalist Church and were de-
voted to thllt faith; the grandfather was first a democrat and later a Whig
in his political views.

Justin Wells, Jr., grew to manhood at Rome, New York, where he
was engaged in farming for several years, but subsequently turned
his attention to the manufacture of pails at Buffalo, New York, and
there built up a substantial business through his energetic spirit, progres-
sive ideas and good business management. During the great wave of
financial distress which swept the country during the administration of
President Jackson, however, Mr. Wells lost so heavily that he was com-
pelled to close his plant, his capital being swept away in the crash of bad
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. banks, and this so embittered him against the administration that he
changed his politics, and became so active in his work and so outspoken
in his views, that he was widely known as "Whig" Wells, later giving
his support to the newly-organized republican party. Mr. Wells later
gathered together what capital he could and established himself in busi-
ness as the proprietor of a boat line on the Erie Canal, although he still
made his home at Buffalo, where four of his children were born. In
1840 Mr. Wells sold his boat line and returned to Rome, New York,
there accepting a position as pattern maker for what is now the Rome,
Waterton & Ogdensburg Railway, continuing thus engaged until 1864,
in which year he turned his face to the West in search of new oppor-
tunities and settled in Laporte county, Indiana. There from 1864 until
1869, Mr. Wells was ecmployed by the Lake Shore Railroad, then going
to Porter County, Indiana, and retiring from active life to live with
his son, Dudley M., who removed with his parents to Chesaning, Saginaw
County, Michigan, on the Shiawassee River. There the father died in
August, 1881. Mr. Wells was as strong in his religious beliefs as he was
in his political views, knew the Bible from cover to cover and was a con-
sistent member and liberal supporter of the Universalist Church. A
large and powerful man, weighing 220 pounds, he was a familiar figure
in the streets of whatever community he resided, and was always held
in the greatest respect by his townspeople who realized his uprightness
of character. Mr. Wells was married at Canandaigua, New York, to Miss
Elizabeth Ann Clark, who was qarn at that place January 17, 1803, and
came of good, strong-hearted pione~r stock of the Empire State. She
accompanied her husband in his various struggles, bearing good and bad
fortune with a cheerful optimism _that did much to assist him in his
efforts. She survived him some years, and after his death went back
to Oneida, New York to live with Burton H. Wells, who was known in
the early days in connection with the New York & Western Railway.
There she died in 1896, at the advanced age of ninety~three years. Like
her husband, Mrs. Wells was a devout member of tile Universalist Church,
and was active in its work.

Justin and Elizabeth Ann Wells became the parents of eight children,
as follows: Cornelia A., who was married and had one child, and is now
deceased; Frank J., also deceased, who was the father of one child;
Morgan and Leroy, who died in infancy; Burton H., of Oneida, formerly
noted; Dudley M., of this review; Mary E., who is now deceased, was
married and had one child, now also deceasea; and Frederick N., a resi-
dent of Harvey, Illinois, who is married and the father of. eight chil-
dren~

Dudley M. Wells secured his education in the common schools of
his native state, and there grew to manhood, being connected with a num-
ber of his father's business ventures. On coming to Indiana he accepted
a position as a locomotive fireman with what is now one of the branches
of the Pennsylvania system, and subsequently went to Chesaning, Mich-
igan, and also work~d on the Michigan Central Railroad. Mr. Wells reo
tired from rail:roading in 1889, at which time he came to Starke County
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, and began to work on a farm, continuing thus employed for two years,
when he took up his residence at Knox. Later he purchased eighty acres
of land in Center Township, on the Yellow River, and continued to
operate this until his retirement, making many and valuable improve-
ments. He still owns this property and supervises its operation although
he takes no active part in its work. Mr. Wells is now living at his home
on East Washington Street, Knox; where he has an acre of land.

Mr. Wells was married at Owosso, Michigan, to Miss Sarah E. Farrar,
who was born at Mount Clemens, Michigan, July 12, 1856, and died
January 4, 1913. She was reared in Michigan in the faith of the Chris-
tian Church, and belonged to that denomination througho\lt her life.
Three children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Wells: May, born in 1875,
married George Newman, and died in 1910, her husband surviving her
only one year, and both being followed to the grave by their only daugh-
ter; Guy M., educated at Valparaiso, a good business man and the owner
of a large coal, grain and provision business at Knox, as well as a strong
worker in the Christian Church; and Ednll, V., who married James
Folwell, a railway inspector on the Wabash Railway, living at Forest,
Illinois. Mr. Wells is a Spiritualist in his religious belief. His political
views are those of the republican party.

CLARENCE M. FULLER. One of the best known among Knox's busi-
ness men is Clarence M. Fuller, whose progressive spirit and brilliant
ideas have led him into progressive fields of endeavor, in which he has.
won a full measure of success. Since 1906 he has been identified with
the automobile business, as agent for the Buick car, and in 1914 accepted
the Ford agency at Knox, and prior to this time was widely known
throughout Starke county as a piano salesman. He is also the owner
of valuable farming lands which are operated under his superintendency,
and in each field of endeavor in which he has engaged has proven him':
self a man of excellent business abilities and great initiative.

Mr. Fuller was bo~ May 1, 1874, on his father's farm in Davis
Township, Starke County, Indiana, and grew to manhood on his father's
Oregon TOWIiShip farm, where he resided for seventeen years, and in
which community his education was secured in the district schools. Mr.
Fuller came to Knox in 1891 as deputy county treasurer, under his
father, and this city has since continued to be his home. Mr. Fuller is
a son of Oratio D. and S~rah (Thomas) Fuller, the former born at
Lowell, Indiana, in 1851, and the latter at R.ochester, New YorJ,{, in 1857.
They came to Lake County, Indiana, as young people, and were there
married in 1872, immediately after which they came to Starke County
and located on a farm in Davis Township. Two ye~rs later the father
purchased land in Oregon Township, on which he settled in 1874,. and
continued to reside there until his retirement, at which time he took up
his residence at Knox, and here passed away February 3, 1914, the
mother having died here in 1894, when in midtlle life. Few men were
better or more favorably known in business circles of Starke County than
Oratio D. Fuller, and none bore higher reputations for fidelity and in-
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tegrity. Possessing the power of organization, he was the moving spirit
in the founding of several substantial financial organizations, being a
director and first president of the First National Bank of Knox and one
of the first directo~ of the Hamlet State Bank, both of which he helped
to organize, and of which latter Daniel H. Stanton, the first president,
is still serving in that capacity. Wherever it was in his power to do so,
Mr. Fuller assisted the interests of Knox, and at all times was to be found
in the front rank of the men who were forwarding progressive and
beneficial movements. It was but natural that a man of this kind should
be found actively engaged in politics. An uncompromising democrat he
served two terms as county treasurer, and as county commissioner six
years from the rural communities and three years from Knox, and died
one year and two months after the expiration of his last term. He also
served in various township offices, and at all times had the respect and
esteem of men of all political parties, while the people knew him as a
man in whose hands their interests were safe. Mr. Fuller's fraternal
connection was with the Knights of Pythias. .

Clarence M. Fuller was seventeen years of age when he accompanied
his parents to Knox, and here he received his introduction to business
and public life in the capacity of deputy county treasurer under his
father. In 1894 he began his career among the people of Starke County
as the representative of a large piano concern, and his success in that
line immediately stamped him as a born salesman. In that connection,
during the next twelve years, he averaged sixty piano sales a year, while
during one year he sold as high as ninety instruments. In 1906, realiz- .
ing the important place the automobile had taken in the life not only. of the city, but of the rural communities, he accepted the agency for the

Buick car, and since that time has averaged forty sales annually, and in
1914 became the agent also for the well-known Ford automobile, of which
he sold thirty-one within three months. Mr. Fuller has proven to him-
self and to his customers that he has the right kind of cars, and has
demonstrated his ability in selling them. At a time when competition
is fierce he has been able to hold his own with the capable men who
are representing other makes, and even to do a little better than the
most. With his father's name he has inherited much of his ability, ad
well as his respect for a high order of business ethics and his unswerving
integrity. Like him, also, he is a democrat, and has taken an active
part in the ranks of his party ever since attaining his majority. For
four years he has been chairman of the Democratic County Committee
Mr. Fuller is somewhat interested in fraternal work, being a member
of the local lodge of the Knights of Pythias, in which he h~s numerous
friends, as he has also among his fellow-members in Knox .Blue Lodge
No. 639, A. F. & A. M., North Judson Chapter, R. A. M.; North Judson
Council, Fort Wayne Consistory and Mizpah Temple, A. A. O. N. M. S.,
at Fort Wayne. Mr. Fuller is likewise a member of the Mizpah band.

In 1897, at. Knox, Mr. Fuller was united in marriage with Miss Har-
riet R. Robbins, daughter of Henry R. Robbins, an attorney of this city,
a sketch of whose career will be found on another page of this work.



.
656- HISTORY O~' STARKE COUNTY

The birthplace of Mrs. Fuller was the City of Laporte, Indiana, her
natal year being 1878. She was reared at Knox and here received a good
education in the public schools while growing to womanhood. Mr. and
Mrs. Fuller have one son: Clarence Wade, born July 26, 1898, who is
now in his freshman year at the Knox High School. Mrs. Fuller is a
member of the Christian Church, and is widely known for her religious
and charitable work.

In addition to his beautiful home of brick and frame, located on the
corner of Lake and East streets, one of the most exclusive residence dis-
tricts in Knox, Mr. Fuller is the owner of three farms in Oregon Town-
ship, which aggregate 340 acres. There are located three sets of build-
ings and the land is in part well improved, bringing to its fortunate
owner a handsome revenue. He also owns a good farm in California
Township, the land being cleared, but as yet there have been erected no
buildings on this property.

JACOB KEISER. A reeord of the agricultural upbu,ilders of Starke
County would be decidedly incomplete were not extended mention mad'}
of the career and achievements of Jacob Keiser, who came to this county
as early as 1876 and for thirty-four years was engaged in the various
branches of agricultural effort. As aids in his intelligent pursuit of
success, Mr. Keiser has had the substantial traits of a long line of in-
dustrious agricultural forefathers. Although he has now retired from
the activities of life and is living in comfortable retirement at his hGlUe

. at Knox, Mr. Keiser still takes a lively and intelligent interest in matters

th~t affect the welfare of the county in the development of which he took,
such an active part.

Jacob Keiser was born on the Whetstone River, near Strafford, Dela-
ware County, Ohio, May 5, 1847, and is a son of Jacob and Mary
(Shisler) Keiser, natives of Pennsylvania, and each the youngest child
of the Keiser and Shisler families. The parents were married at Read-
ing, Pennsylvania, and there four of the children were born. The father
was a moulder in his native state, but in Delaware County, Ohio, began
a career as a farmer, and on settling in Whitley County, Indiana, pur--
chased a tract of 120 acres of land in Troy Township, on which he carried
on operations until his death in 1870, Mrs. Keiser passing away ten years
later. Both are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and the,
father was a republican in politics. .

The public schools of Delaware County furnished Jacob Keiser
with his education, and there he grew up on his father's farm. He was
only seventeen years of age when he enlisted in Company D, One Hun-
dred and Forty-fifth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, for service in
the Union army during the Civil war, and continued with that organiza-

.tion 114 days, the greater part of this time being passed in guard duty
at the Arlington Heights, Washington, D. C. Two of his'brothers, Adam
and Levi, were members of the Fourth Regiment, Ohio. Volunteer In-
fantry, serving thr-ee months in 1861 and then reenlisting for three
years. Both were seriously wounded at the awful battle of the Wilder-
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ness, yet both recovered and are still living, Levi being a bachelor and a
resident of the National Soldiers' Home, at Dayton, Ohio; and Adam
being a married man with a family and a resident of Columbus City,
Indiana. In 1864 Mr. Keiser went to Whitley Co~nty, Indiana, with
his parents, and was there engaged .in farming with his father until 1868,
in which year he was married to Miss Myria Shoemaker, who was born
in Troy Township, Whitley County, Indiana, February 18,1847, a daugh.;
ter of John and Elizabeth (Jenkins) Shoemaker, natives, respectively,
of Pennsylvania and Ohio, who were married at the bride's home in Dela-
ware County, the latter state. Most of their children were born there,
but in 1844 they made removal to Troy Township, Whitley County,
Indiana, and there roupded out long and useful lives, Mr. Shoemaker
being eighty-six years of age at the time of his death, and Mrs. Shoe-
maker one year older. They were faithful members of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. In politics Mr. Shoemaker was a republican, but
was content to discharge his duties as a private citizen and never sought
the doubtful rewards of the political arena. Mrs. Keiser has one brother
and two sisters, namely: Edward, a resident of the State of Washington,
is married and has two sons and two daughters; Julia P., the wife of
George Kisler, a retired farmer of Columbia City, Indiana, has one son
and two daughters; and Sophia ("Tot"), the wife of Henry Keiser
(brother of Jacob), living on a farm in Washington Township, Starke
County, and has a son and a daughter, both of whom are married and
have children.

Mr. Keiser was a resident of Whitley County, ..Indiana, until 1876,
when he removed to Starke County and settled on a property of 100
acres located in section 17, Washington Township. Engaging in general
farming and stock raising, he soon began to specialize to some extent
along several lines, and won success in each of his undertakings because
of well-directed and earnest effort and industrious application of high
principles of whatever task he undertook. In his swine he raised largely
Poland-China hogs, for which he found a ready and profitable market,
while in his poultry his experiments with the White Leghorn chickens
proved eminently satisfactory. He commenced his operations in a
modest and unassuming manner, but as the years passed and his finances
allc;lwed he made various improvement$ of a substantial character, de-
veloping his farm into one of the most valuable in the township, and
erecting a good six-room residence and large feed and stock baNs. In
1910, feeling that he had earned retirement, Mr. Keiser turned his opera-
tions over to younger handS and took up his residence at Knox, where
he has a comfortable home on East Lake Street. Mr. Keiser is large
of body and large of heart, genial in disposition and disposed also to
be cheerful and optimistic. He has attracted to him a wide circle of
friends, who have appreciated his numerous excellencies of mind and
heart.

Mr. and Mrs. Keiser are the parents of the following children: Omer
J., a successful farmer of Washington Township, married Emily Van
Kirk, and they have six children, Earl, who graduated in 1915 in the

42
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Knox High School; Edna, in the third year of high school; Frank, RObert,
Clifford and Everett. Frank M., living on the homestead farm in Wash-
ington Township, married Ella Foote, of Starke County, Indiana, and
has three children, Gladys, in the third year of high school, Raymond
and Wallace. Lulu G. is the wife o:f. Oliver Wilson, a farmer of Wash-
ington Township, and has one child, Ruth, and a child by a former mar-
riage to Charles Murphy. Mildred Clyde died at the age of eighteen
years and Herbert died when five years of age.

Mr. and Mrs. Keiser are members of the Church of God, which they
attend regularly and support liberally. He is a republican in his
political views, and takes a keen interest in matters affecting the public
welfare, although he has not been an office seeker.

WILLIAM A. LEWIS. To no one man is the City of Knox more in-
debted for a practical demonstration of effective and substantial building
than to William A. Lewis, senior member of the firm of Lewis & Spoor.
Energy, initiative, skill and resource have combined to make the con-
structive machinery of this master builder, while he has the natural pride
of the true artisan in his accomplishments. Mr. Lewis entered upon his
career as a contractor when he was only twenty-one years of age, and for
a quarter of a century has occupied a leading place among the business
men of his line in Starke County; With characteristic energy, he has
lost no time in useless idleness, but has attracted work to himself by his
ambition and determination, and has made it of lasting good to the com-

munity.
William A. Lewis was born at Miamisburg, Montgomery County,

Ohio, September 1,1865, and was there reared and educated, and in
Monroe County, Michigan, from whence he came to Indiana as a youth
of eighteen years. He is a son of George Alfred and Mary E. (Myers)
Lewis, natives of Ohio, where they were married, residing in that state
until their removal to Monroe County, Michigan. There, in 1881, the
mother passed away w4en still in middle life, while the father sub-
sequently came to Knox, Indiana, and resided at the home of his son,
William A., for seven years, and here passing away at the age of seventy-
six years. He was a republican in his political views, but was primarily
a business man and farmer, and did not seek the rewards and prominence
of the political arena. Mr. Lewis' has one sister: Mrs. Bertha Deeman,
widow of the Il:J,te Hon. George W. Deeman, who for years was one of
the most prominent attorneys of Northern Indiana. He, long held a
place on the bench, being circuit judge for the counties of Starke, Pulaski
and Marshall, and died several years ago, leaving his widow and one
son, Thurman, who are now residents of Oklahoma City,. Oklahoma..

William A. Lewis early displayed his determination to make a place
for himself in the business world, and his early successes were as rapid
as they were well deserved. He was eighteen years of age when he came
to Knox, and here applied himself to the trade of brick and stone mason,
in the employ of a general contractor, under whose teachings he made
rapid strides so that he had just reached his majority when he decided
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to engage in business on his own account. From the very first he at-
tracted a high class of work, and as the years have passed he has con-
tinued to advance, until he now stands at the head of the building con-
tractors of his part of the county. Mr. Lewis has been the builder of
the largest .business houses, the finest private residences, the major por-
tion of the public buildings both in Knox and in Starke County, and
various churches, schools, factories, grain elevators, etc. During the year
1913 he completed five brick schoolhouses in Pulaski and Jasper counties.
Probably no man has in greater degree built up this part of the state,
and his work is the kind that will serve as a monument to his skill and
good workmanship for many years to come. To his superior trade qual-
ifications Mr. Lewis adds the advantages of keen intelligence, broad,
general information, and a pleasing and confidence-inspiring personality.
He has not found the time nor the inclination to engage actively in poli-
tics, but takes a keen interest in all things that affect his community, and
refuses his support to no measure that promises to make for progress and
advancement.

Mr. Lewis was married in Starke County, Indiana, to Miss Harriet
Basney, who was born in Connecticut in 1869, of New England stock,
and reared and educated largely at Knox. Her parents, Nicholas and
Elizabeth Bamey, are well-known residents of this city, where for more
than thirty years Mr. Bamey has been the town blacksmith. Four chil-
dren have been born to Mr.. and Mrs. Lewis, namely: Laura, who was
well educated in the schools of Knox, like the other children, and became
the wife of Benjamin F. Spoor, who is Mr. Lewis' business partner, and
has one daughter, Metha; Viola, who is the wife of Don Baldwin, who
is conducting an automobile garage at Knox; Iris, who is a well edu-
cated and accomplished young lady and resides with her parents; and
William A., Jr., the baby, who is four years old. Mr. Lewis has been
active in fraternal circles for some years, and is now a member of the
Independent Order of Odd Felilows, the Independent Order of Foresters,
the Fraternal Order of Eagles, all of Knox, and the Benevolent and Pro-
tective Order of Elks, at Valparaiso. He has held a number of local
offices, and at the present time is trustee of the Eagles lodge.

JOHN KRIEG. Eligibly situated in-section 27, Center Township, and
on rural mail route No.1, from Kriox, the county seat, is the well im-
proved forty-acre farm owned and ably conducted by Mr. Krieg, who is
known as one of the progressive and energetic agriculturists of Starke
County and also as a specially successful raiser of high-grade poul-
try of the White Leghorn type. He receives from his farm excellent
yields of the various cereals best adapted to the soil and climate of this
fine section of the Hoosier State and has also made a reputation in the
raising and marketing of vegetables, his gardens being of. model .order,
and his enterprise along this line including the propagation of the finest
of celery and onions. His poultry yards are equipped with the most
modern and approved facilities and he has more than two hundred
White Leghorn hens that are prolific layers. Mr. Krieg came to Starke
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County in 1908, from Madison County, Illinois, where he and his two
sisters are the owners of a valuable landed estate of 220 acres, in Foster
Township, this old homestead having been the place of his nativity and
his birth having there occurred on the 9th of December, 1858, a date that
indicates that his parents were numbered among the pioneer settlers of
Madison County. Mr. Krieg was reared to the sturdy discipline of the
farm, and is indebted to the public schools of his native county for his
early educational advantages. Appreciative of the independence and
excellent oppportunities afforded in connection with the great basic art
of agriculture, he has never failed in his allegiance to this industry,
and he has stood exponent of that energy and careful management of
affairs that have so clearly typified the staunch German stock of which
he is a scion.'

Mr. Kreig is It son of John and Barbara (Raifstinger) Krieg, both
of whom were born in the Kingdom of Wurtemburg, Germany, the
father in January, 1824, and the mother in June, 1829. Each of the
parents was reared to adult age in the fatherland, but they were un-
known to each other until after they had come to the United States, when
young. Landing in the City of New Orleans, Louisiana, John Krieg
there learned the cooper's trade, as a skilled workman at which he made
barrels for the use of sugar and molasses manufacturers of the great
Southern plantations. After remaining thus engaged for several years
Mr. Krieg voyaged up the Mississippi River to St. Louis, where he
engaged in the work of his trade and where he formed the acquaintance
of Miss Barbara Raifstinger, to whom his marriage was there solem-

, nized. After being employed at his trade in the Missouri metropolis for

several years he removed to Madison County, Illinois, where he made his
first purchase of land, utilizing for this purpose the money which he had
earned at his trade and which he had carefully saved. With increasing
prosperity he added to his landed possessions, and by his industry and
energy he developed a fine farm of 128 acres. He continued to reside
on his old homestead in Illinois until his death, in 1878, his wjdow still
surviv~ng him and being now eighty-six years of age. After the death
of her husband this noble woman bravely assumed the heavy responsi-
bilities devolving upon her in rearing her children and managing the
farm, to the area of which she added until she developed the same into
a fIne farm of 220 acres-her present place of abode. She is one of the
revered pioneer women of Madison County, Illinois, and both she and
her husband were communicants of th~ Lutheran Church until after
their marriage; when they united with the Baptist Church, of which she
has continued a devout member during the long in!ervening years. Mr.
I\:rief!. was a democrat in politics but was strongly opposed to the institu-
tion of slavery and was in full sympathy with the cause of the Union
during the climacteric period of the Civil war. Of the six children three
died in early childhood, and of the three no~ living the subject of this
review is the eldest; Louisa is the wife of Alexander Isch, residing on
the old Krieg homestead, and they have two daughters, Lulu and Anna L.,
both of whom are married; Mary, the younger sister of Mr. Krieg, is the
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wife of H-enry R. C. ScheIdt, a prosperous farmer of Macoupin County,
Illinois, and they have one son, Roscoe, who has but recently attained to
his legal majority.

John Krieg continued in virtual supervision of the work of the old
homestead farm until his removal to his present home in Indiana. In
his native county'was solemnized his marriage to Miss Eliza Young, who
was there born in the year 1860 and whose death there occurred in 1890.
She was survived by two children, Walter W. and Esther 'E., but the
former died at the age of five years and the latter at the age of nineteen
years. In 1907, in the City of Chicago, Mr. Krieg wedded Miss Eliza-
beth ScheIdt, a sister of the husband of his younger sister. Mrs. Krieg
was born in Macoupin County, Illinois, on the 29th of August, 1866, and
was there reared and educated. Her father, Philip ScheIdt, was a native
of Germany and was a successful farmer of Macoupin CoUnty, Illinois,
at the time of his death, his venerable widow, likewise a native of Ger-
many, now residing in the home of her daughter, Mrs. Krieg, and having
celebrated her eighty-fourth birthday anniversary in 1914, her marriage
having been solemnized in Illinois. She is a member of the Presby-
terian Church,. as was also her husband. Mr. and Mrs. Krieg have no
children.

Mr. Krieg is found aligned as a staunch democrat in national poli-
tics, but in local affairs h~ maintains an independent attitude and is not
constrained by partisan lines. He served as tax collector of his native
township for a number of years, but ambition for public office has never
been one of his characteristics. He is affiliated with the Modern Wood-
men of America. ~

WILLIAM J. B'. FENIMORE. Among the men whose careers are emi-
nently worthy of notice in a history of Star:ke County, mention may be
made of the late William J. B. Fenimore, of Knox, who is well remem-
bered by the older generation as a lawyer who for thirty years was one
of the prominent and successful practitioner~ at the Miami County bar,
and as an orator and debater who took a leading part in many of the
campaigns that served to make Indiana history. Mr. Fenimore was born
in Ross County, Ohio, June 9, 1839, and died at his home at Knox, May
12,.1901.

William M. Fenimore, the, father of W:illiam J. B.. Fenimore, was
born in Pennsylvania, ,August 11, 1794. He was l~ttle more than a lad
when the War of 1812 broke out, but offered hi~ services to his country,
and for twelve months or more was employed by the Government as a
spy, rendering valuable services and passing through numerous exciting
experiences. He was married to'Mariah Hurst, who was born in Mary-
land, March 29, 1798, and soon thereafter moved to Ross County, Ohio,
where the most of their children were born. During the early '30s the
parents again tu:rned their faces toward the West, making their way
overland to Miami County, Indiana, and settling on a farm fifteen miles
north of Peru. Mr. and Mrs. Fenimore experienced all the hardships
and privations that were the lot of the pioneers. Neighbors were few
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and far between; roads there were none; the original home was a primi-
tive log cabin which could boast of only the barest necessities and none
of the comforts of life, and the family larder was largely supplied by the
game which fell through the skill of Mr. Fenimore with his rifle; yet
these sturdy pioneer people industriously labored to make a home, accept-
ing conditions as they found them and bettering them when they could,
and eventually succeeded in cultivating a farm, establishing a com.
fortable home, and rearing their children to lives of industry and hon-
orabl"e effort. When the Civil war broke out, Mr. Fenimore had reached
the age of sixty-seven years, but he managed to be accepted as a soldier,
shouldered his musket in an Indiana regiment of volunteers and marched
away to the front. After nine months he was stricken with an attack of
lung fever and was honorably discharged on account of disability, and
he never fully recovered from this disease, dying March 13, 1871. He
was an early whig and later joined t4e republican party, and at all times
took an active and helpful part in the affairs of the county which he
played such an important part in developing. Both he and his wife were
members of the Methodist Church, in the faith of which she died July 4,
1882. Their children who grew to 'maturity were: Cyrus, who married
and left a family at his death; Emily, who married Derrick Fenimore
and had a son-Derrick, Jr.; Mariah, deceased, who was the wife of the
late Thomas Littleton, and had one daughter; Julia, who became the wife
of John Shackelford, both now deceased, and had a large family; Har.
riet, who married Thomas G. Horton, and died leaving a daughter and
four sons, Mr. Horton still living at a very advanced age; and Catherine,
deceased, who was the wife of too late Abraham Neff, and had a large
family of children.

William J. B. Fenimore grew to manhood in Miami County, where he
was well educated in the local schools, and as a youth adopted the voca-
tion of teaching. While thus engaged he prepared himself for the law,
and after his admission to the bar practiced for a period of thirty years,
becoming widely known as an able, thorough and energetic legist and
building up a practice of the best kind that can come to an attorney.
An excellent speaker, he was at his best when addressing court or jury,
and his talents in this line were continually being sought in campaign
work, in which he gained a high and widespread reputation allover this
part of the state. He was also famous cas a participant in debates, and
on one notable occasion held an all-night debate with a Mormon preacher
in the courthouse at Knox, in which he signally defeated his antagonist.
For some years Mr. Fenimore was a preacher of the Christian Church,
but in later years joined the Adventists, and in that faith he died. A
stalwart republican in his political views, he was for many years a justice
of the peace in Miami County, and fraternally he was connected with the
Masons and the Odd Fellows. In every walk of life he was esteemed aB
a good and helpful citizen, and in his death his com~unity sustained
a severe loss.

Mr. Fenimore was married in Allen Township, Miami County, Indi-
ana, July 28, 1862, to Miss Hattie A. McMillan, who was born in Carroll
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County, Ohio, January 27, 1844, and educated there. Her mother, who
bore the maiden name of Louisa Adams, was born in Ohio, and died in
Carroll County, Ohio, in 1856. There she married Thomas McMillan,
who was born in Virginia, of Scotch-Irish ancestry, and came early to
Ohio as a pioneer farmer, in which vocation he :was engaged all of his
life. His first wife was a Miss Clark, who died in middle life, leaving
five or six children. Ml'. McMillan was married a third time to Matilda
Hennings, and reared a large family. Subsequently he came to Indiana
and died in Fulton County, May 16, 1864, his widow dying later in Miami
County, when past forty years of age. Mr. McMillan was a republican
in politics, and was allied with no religious organization.

Mr. and Mrs. Fenimore became the parents of the following children:
Belle, who became the wife of Edgar Chapin, and died in middle life, hav-
ing been the mother of two children, Maude and Dessie, both now de-
ceased; Edward, of Miami County, a section foreman for the Lake Erie
& Western Railroad, married Sarah Clemens, and has seven children;
Florence, who died in infancy; Louie, who died at the age of fourteen
months; Cora, who is the wife of R. Renview Green, of Knox, and has one
child, R. Renview, Jr.; Frank P., a successful tile ditcher and layer of
Logansport, married Ama.,nda Marcus, of Cass County, and has four chil-
dren-Teddy, Lulu, Grace and Bessie, the first two in school; Louie E.,
of Miami County, the widow of Philip Kindig, and the mother of three
children-Forest, Mary and Harold; and Lena M., who married Harry
Wellhelm, of Chicago, and has one so~- William Rex. The childr~n
have all been given excellent educational opportunities.

Mrs. Fenimore is one of Knox's well-known ladies, and has a wide cir-
cle of friends in this city. She is a devout member of the Advent Church.

HENRY F. SCHRICKER. Editor and proprietor of the Starke County
Democrat, Mr. Schricker is one 01 the younger native sons of Starke
County who have been actively identified with business and public affairs
since early manhood. The Starke County Democrat is the outgrowth of
the first paper published in Starke County. It was started under the
title of the Starke County Press by J. A. Berry, and after undergoing
several changes and various ownerships in January, 1869, it became
the property of C. O. Musselman & Son. Up to that time and later too
the paper was published on an old-fashioned Washington press. This old
Washington press has an interesting history. It was formerly employed
in getting out the old Toledo Blade, and in spite of its many years of
hard usage, is still in active service at the Democrat office in Knox, where
it is used in running off galley proofs.
, In the meantime, in 1869, the name was changed to the Starke County

Ledger, and its editor was C. Oliver Musselman from about 1872 until
1892. In May, 1892, two new owners appear, Joseph J. and J. Don Gor-
rell. At that time the name was changed to the Starke County Democrat.
In 1893 Samuel M. Gorrell came into the partnership and was active
manager of the Democrat for sixteen years. In this time it acquired
special influence as a county newspaper, and enjoyed a period of marked
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prosperity. In September, 1908, Mr. Henry ;F. Schricker became sole
proprietor of the Democrat, Mr. Gorrell having bought and taken edi-
torial management of the Bremen Enquirer of this state, where he is
still active in newspl),per affairs. Mr. Schricker has continued the pro-
gressive and businesslike administration of the paper, and has kept it a
strong and able advocate of democratic principles and party welfare.
The Democrat is in fact a rallying standard of the democrats in Starke
County and has in many campaigns proved the vitalizing source of
strength to that party. Mr. Schricker in connection with the publica-
tion of t:he Democrat conducts a. successful job printing business.

Mr. Schricker has been exceedingly active in local affairs in Starke
County, and is first vice president of the Indiana Democratic Editorial
Association, and was formerly its secretary and treasurer. He is chief
of the volunteer fire department of Knox, and in 1906 made the race for
clerk of Circuit Court, but was defeated with the rest of his ticket. He
is a member of no lodges, and gives his time and energies to the conduct
of his paper and to the welfare of his political party. He has been a
delegate to a number of state conventions, and attended the national
convention at Baltimore that nominated Woodrow Wilson.

Henry F. Schricker is a native of Starke Collnty, having first seen the
light of day at North Judson, August 30, 1883. He was educated in the
public sehools of North Judson, and graduated f~om the South Bend
Commercial College in 1901. In 1906, after a course of reading, he was
admitted to the bar, and practiced only a short time, his knowledge of.
the law having been invaluable to him in many ways, although other
matters have kept him from setting up a private practice. In 1907 he
was made cashier of the Starke County Bank at Hamlet. It will be
recalled that on the night of the day when he began his duties as cashier
,this bank was blown up by robbers, and while much damage was done
to the building and furniture the strong box was intact and no funds were
lost. Mr. Schricker remained in the bank eighteen months, and at the
beginning of his service was the youngest caShier in the State of Indiana.
He then bought the Starke County Democrat; and has since given it his
undivided attention. Mr. Schricker is now one of the directors of the
First National Bank of Knox, and is identified with the Knox Building
Loan and Savings Association.

Mr. Schricker is of German ,parents and ancestors, a son of Chris-
topher and Magdalena (Meyer) Schricker, both natives of Bavaria. The
father grew up and married his first wife in Bavaria, and in 1867 came
to the United States on a steamship from Hamburg to New York, and
thence to Starke County, where he was a farmer, and later a mill engineer
in North Judson for eleven years. In 1893 he embarked in general mer-
chandising at North Judson, and is still active- in service in that line.
His first wife died while they were living on the farm" and left one son,
George W., who is now living in North Judson and has a son and daugh-
ter. After the death of his first wife Christopher Schricker married
Magdalena Meyer, who was also a native of Bavaria, and had come to
this country when a young woman. Besides Henry F., they are the
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parents of two daughters: Catherine, the wife of" Edward E. Smith of
Chicago; and Anna, wife of Ira P. Latta, als(} living in Chicago, and
parents of one daughter.

October 21,1914, Henry F. Schricker married Miss Maude L. Brown,
daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Stephen 1.. Brown of Knox. Her father was
for fifteen years prominent as a physician at Knox, and is now in the real
estate business~ Mr. and Mrs. Schricker are members of the Lutheran
and Methodist Episcopal churches, respectively.

I
HENRY LUKEN. In November, 1914, the people of Starke County

elected to the office of county treasurer a citizen whose fitness for such
responsibility and honor is unquestioned ~d exceptional. Henry Luken
has been a resident of Starke County all his life, has been a practical and
successful farmer, and has always been noted for his -honesty and.
efficiency in every undertaking witn which his name has been connected.
His previous record as a business man jj,nd in public affairs insures a
capable administration of the county treasurer's office, of which he ,took
charge January 1, 1915. In consequence of his new duties he has taken
up his residence in Knox, but nearly all his life was spent in the extreme
southwestern corner (of Starke County, and his fine farm is located in
section 31 of Railroad Township.

Mr. Luken was elected as the choice of the democratic party. In
1908 he was elected to the county board of commissioners, and served
two terms of three years each representing the district composed of
Railroad, Wayne and Jackson townships. The energetic manner in
which he performed his duties as county commissioner was his best re~-
ommendation to his present office. Mr. Luken was thirty-four years of
age when first elected to the office of county commissioner and had
already been active in local affairs in Railroad Township. He served
four years as a member of the township advisory board.

Mr. Luken was born on his present farm of eighty-nine acres of sec-
tion31 in Railroad Township, and has spent his life in that community.
His education came from the local schools of that township, and the
training he received as a boy enabled him to start life fully equipped
for the responsibilities of an agricultural career. Mr. Luken is large
of body and mind and heart, has the genial perso~ality and the capacity
of one who is endowed with great strength and fine physical stature. Mr.
Luken stands in his stockings six feet four inches and weighs about two

, hundred and seventy-five pounds. His farm down in the southwest
corner of the county was taken up and improved by his father, who
secured it in a wild state forty-seven years ago. It has been in the
family ever since, and is a valuable piece of property. Mr. Luken also
owns eighty acres of hay land in section 32 of the same township, and
160 ,acres in section 6 of Cass Township, Pulaski County, adjoining his
home farm. This land is used fqr hay and pasturage.

H;~nry Luken was born on ihe old home place November'13, 1873,
and is of German ancestry and parentage. His parents were Herman H.
and Ca,therine (Cording) Luken, both natives of Oldenburg, Germany,
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where they grew up on a farm and were married. While living in the old
country one daughter, Sena, was born, and when she was one year old, in
1867, they set out for America, taking passage on a boat at Bremen, and
from New York coming on west to Starke County. Here Herman Luken
took up wild land in section 31 of Railroad Township, and his industry
and thrift enabled him in time to own a substantial home. His first
habitation there was a log cabin, and it was in that humble dwelling
that Henry Luken, the present county treasurer, was born. Later this
house was replaced by a good frame structure, and that is still standing
and in daily use. The mother passed away at the old home in February,
1893, at the age of fifty-two, and the father subsequently moved to the
Village of San Pierre and died" there in February, 1914, at the age of
seventy-one. He was a democrat in politics, and the family were reared
as kutherans. When a young man Herman Luken had served as a foot
soldier in the war between Prussia and Austria ill 1865, and though he
was present in several battles he escaped unhurt. The first child, Sena,
is now the wife of Herman Hine, a sketch of whom appears else,vhere
on these pages. The children born in America were: Sophia, wife of
Edward Long, a farmer in Railroad Township, and they have two chil-
dren, Harry and Ralph; Charlotte, wife of Frederick Batzka, a farmer
in Railroad Township, and there children are John, Robert, Edna, Nettie
and Helen; Julia is the wife of Fred Weinkauf, a Starke County citizen
",hose career is represented in this work; Anna and Lizzie are both living
unmarried at San Pierre.

Henry Luken was married in Cass Township of. Pulaski County to
Helen Rath, who was born in White Post Township of Pulaski County in
1880, and was reared and educated there. Her parents, Fred and Minnie
(Kracht) Rath were natives of Germany who came to the United States
during the '70s and located on a tract of new land in Pulaski County,
eventually converting that wild land into a good farm. Fred Rath has
been successful as a farmer and stock raiser and now lives in section
17 of Cass Township at the age of. sixty-five. He a~d his wife are Lu-
therans, and in politics he is a democrat. Mr. Luken has a brother John,
who is unmarried and still living at home.

Mr. and Mrs. Luken are the parents of four children: Edward H.,
aged twelve and attending the sixth grade of public school; Elmer F., #-,'
aged ten and in the fourth grade; Luella N., aged eight and in the second ...r
grade; and May, aged two. Mr. Luken and family are members of the)
Evangelical Church. I

NELSON GEISELMAN. A member of one' of the well-known and hig~IY
honored families of Starke County, Mr. Geiselman is another of Jthe
native sons of the county who is giving excellent ac~ount of himse:kf in
connection with the practical activities and responsibilities of life, a~d is
known as one of the alert and progressive young business man of tnox,
the county seat, in which thriving little: city he has held since Ij'907 a

~ responsible position in the large retail grocery establishment ~~ Capt.

Charles Windisch~ this store being metropolitan in its appoijments,

i
J

I
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equipment and service and catering to a large and representative patron-
age. The scope of the enterprise has been distinctively increased under
the effective administration of Mr. Geiselman, who is now manager of
the business and whose progressive policies, careful supervision of all
details and marked personal popularity have contributed much to the
expansion of the trade. Mr. Geiselman acquired his initial experience in
the mercantile business through four years' service as a salesman in the
general store of F. Hessel, at Culver, Marshall County, and from that
establishment he came in 1907 to that with which he has since been
connected. Within the period of his association with the establishment of
Captain Windisch the annual sales have been increased by fully four
thousand dollars, as shown in the record for 1914. \

On the homestead farm of his father, in North Bend Township, this
county, Nelson Geiselman was born on the 17th of June, 1882, and there
he was reared to maturity, the while he early began to lend his aid in
the work of the farm and thus waxed strong in physical powers at the
same time that he was properly developing his mehtality through attend-
ing the district school, in which he completed the work of the eighth
grade. Thereafter he attended the Knox High School three years and
was for one year a student in a normal school. The death of his father
then rendered it necessary for him to return to the home farm, and he
was the eldest of the surviving children, and there he had a general
supervisio~ of the place for the ensuing two years. The old homestead,
which is one of the fine farms of North Bend Township, has never been
divided and is still held intact by the family. Numerous improvements
have been made on the farm since the death of the father, including the
erection of a substantial and modern house of nine rooms, and the place
is now leas!:!d to a good tenant.

Mr. Geiselman is a son of Silas M. and Sarah E. (Kitch) Geiselman,
both natives of Ohio, where the former was born in 1852 and the latter ill
1851, their marriage having been solemnized in Marshall County, Indiana,

, where the respective families had established homes, the lineage of both
being of sterling German origin. Within a short time after their mar-
riage Silas M. Geiselman and his wife came to Starke County, where they
began their wedded life with a cash capital of only $200. Mr. Geiselman,
however, had a well es~ablished and richly merited reputation for integ-
rity and industry and he was thus enabled to obtain financial assistance
adequate to justify him in the purchase of sixty acres of land, in section
19, North Bend Township. In this connection he assumed an indebted-
ness of $1,800-the entire purchase price of the farm. Only a portion
of the land had been cleared and made available for cultivation, but
energy, assiduous application and good management enabled Mr. Geisel-
man not only to improve his farm and to lift his indebtedness, but also
to purchase eventually another tract, of 160 acres, in the same township.
He reGlaimed and improved a fine estate of 220 acres, became one of the
prominent and influential citizens of North Bend Township and at allstages in his life he commanded the unqualified confidence and esteem of .

his fellow men. Before his death he had succeeded in bringing the major
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portiop of his farm under effective cultivation, and he was the very !ncar-
nation of thrift and industry. He continued to reside on the old home-
stead until his death, in March, 1900, at the age of forty-eight years, and
his widow now maintains her home at Culver, Marshall County, she
being a woman of gracious and noble character and having proved a
devoted helpmeet to her husband' in his labors and in the realization of
his worthy ambitions. Both early became earneg:t members of the United
Brethren Church and in politics Mr. Geiselman was a stauneh democrat.
Of the nine children, Nelson, of this review, was the second in order of
birth, four having died in childhood and he being the eldest of the five
surviving the honored father; Melville, who likewise resides in the City of
Knox, wedded Miss May Heiser, and they have one daughter, Lucille;
Forrest, who holds a clerical position in a bank at Kewanna, Fulton
County, has Gne daughter, Opal, the maiden name of his wife having
been Sickman; Verna is the wife of Ira Sparks and they now reside at
Ketchikan, Alaska Territory, where Mr. Sparks is engaged in the dairy
business; and Leona, who remains with her widowed mother, at Culver,
is there in the employ of the telephone company.

Nelson Geiselman married, at Knox, Miss Agnes Peelle, eldest
daughter of William ~nd Rosa (Windisch) Peelle, who now reside on a
farm in Center Township and concerning whom mention is made more
fully on other pages of this work. Mr. and Mrs. Geiselman have a win-
some little daughter, Vera Opal, who was. born January 16,1904.

Mr. Geiselman is found aligned as a zealous supporter of the princi-
ples of the democratic party and at one time he served as treasurer of
Knox. He is affiliated with Knox Lodge No. 639, Free and Accepteq Ma-
sons; North Judson Chapter No. 108, Royal Arch Masons; and with the
North Judson Council of the Royal and Select Masters. He was reared
in the faith of the United Brethren Church and his wife holds member-
ship in the Christian Church.

JULIUS C. HATTER. This well-known retired resident of Knox has
been a resident of Starke County more than half a century, was a soi-
dier during the Civil war, earned the rewards of industry as a farmer iu
Center Township, and reprfJsents a family that has been identified since
pioneer times in Starke County.

He comes of English ancestry. His grandfather, Andrew J. Hatter,
was born in Pennsylvania of Pennsylvania parents, grew up there and
married a Pennsylvania girl. He then went to Ohio., becoming one of
the pioneers of Highland County, and established a home at Fairfax in
that county, As a farmer, he improved his land and he and his wife
reared and provided for a large family of children. Andrew J. Hatter
had given active service to his country as a soldier in the War of 1812,
enlisting from Ohio, and as a reward for his services the Government
granted him a land warrant for 160 acres. In 1851 Andrew J. Hatter
and family came out to Starke County, along with the Laramore family,
another of the most noted of the pioneer settlers in this county. Andrew
J. Hatter located his land warrant in section 3 of Center Township.
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There his sons and daughters began the work of improvement in the midst
of the wilderness, lived for several years in a log cabin home; and clearcd
a large number of acres in this county which represent the early labors
and hardshIps of the Hatter family. County government had hardly
been organized when they came to this county, there were few roads,
markets'were distant, and there was little premium to reward the heavy
toil that went with the production of crops. But in time they
helped to lay the foundation which has enabled a later generatioll to
enjoy all the blessings of civilization and twentieth century comforts.
The Hatter family had their home in a locality known as Goose Haven.
There the muskrat built its home above the water line, and the wild
geese nested and laid their eggs on the top of these muskrat dwellings.
Andrew J. Hatter and wife ,vere both advanced in years when they came
to Starke County and acquired land direct from the Government, and
spent their days in the homes of their children, both living to be more
than eighty years of age. They ,vere members of the German Reformed
Church, and Andrew J. was a democrat in politics.

Their children were: George; Noah, who died a bachelor; Sarah,
who married George Laramore, both being now deceased, and it was in
their home that Andrew J. Hatt~r and wife died; Catherine married
Samuel Coffin, and they lived on a Starke CO\Inty farm until their death;
Hannah married Charles Shoemaker, and lived in Marshall for many
years, and finally in Starke County, where they died when quite old,
leaving two children; Malinda became the wife of Joseph Clauson, who
died at Delphi in Carroll County, while his widow subsequently lived
with her daughter Cinderella in Illinois, and died there in advanced

,

years.
George natter, father of Julius C., was reared in Highland County,

Ohio, and married Sarah Noland of that county. She died there in 1853
in the prime of life, and he p.assed away in 1864, when fifty-one years
of age. He was a farmer, and he and his wife had their home in High-
land County all their years. They were members of the Methodist Church
and he was a Henry Clay whig and a republican. Their children were:
James A., who enlisted in the One nundred and Fifty-fourth Illinois
Infantry, and died of disease during the Civil war at Fort Leavenworth,
Kansas; Julius C. is next in the family; William R. is a retired farmer
living at Delphi, Indiana, and is married and has a family; Hannah
died in Starke County after her marriage to William Speelman, also
deceased, and left two sons and two daughters; David H. died in early
boyhood; Jeremiah also died young; and Ethel died in infancy.

On the old Ohio homestead near Fairfax, Julius C. Hatter was born
May 11, 1843. He grew' up in that vicinity, was educated in the com-
mon'schools, and trained to a life of usefulness and honor. Soon after
the death of his parents in 1863, he came to Starke County, Indiana, and
in January, 1864, enlisted with the Twenty-ninth Indiana Infantry and
was with the Union forces until mustered out in December, 1865, several
months after the conclusion of the war. He was with the troops at Chat-
tanooga, but was not present at the hostilities ending with the fall of
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Atlanta, and after that was with General Thomas' army in the campaign
,

against Hood, and his hardest battle was the great conflict at Nashville
in the latter part of 1864, and he afterwards fought the remnant of
Hood's army at Decatur, Alabama. After his honorable discharge, Mr.
Hatter returned to Starke County, and bought a farm in section 3 of
Center Township. This was his home until 1910, and for mQre than
forty years his life was spent in the quiet and industrious duties of agri-
culture. In the year just mentioned he retired to Knox, where he owns
four good houses on East Lake Street, and Occupies one of tbem for his
own residence.

Mr. Hatter was married in Starke County in 1870 to Miss Louisa
Hill, who was born in Hardin County, Ohio, February 23, 1844. She
died at her home in Starke County, October 18, 1895, leaving the follow-
ing children: Ida M. is the wife of Homer Weed, a farmer near Devil's
Lake in Ramsey County, North Dakota, and they have a family of five
sons and two daughters; Ennis.R., who died in Starke County on his
farm, March 23, 1905, married Lucretia Rebstock, who is also deceased,
leaving two children, Ralph and Hazel; James C., who lives on a farm
near Devil's Lake in North Dakota, married Ella Heilman of Starke
County, and they have two SOns and three daughters; and Ethel and
Alfreda. Mr. Hatter married for his second wife Mrs. Samantha (Ellis)
Miller. She was born in Bartholomew County, Indjana, November 12,
1844, but was reared in Starke County, where she married George Miller.
Mr. Miller was killed not long after his marriage in a railway accident
in Pennsylvania. Mrs. Hatter died at her home in Knox, July 14, 1914.
She was a member of the old school Baptist Church, a good neighbor, and
enjoyed the high respe!Jt of all who knew her during her long residence
in Starke County. Mr. Hatter is a republican, and cast his first vote
for Abraham Lincoln in 1864, and has thus consistently supported that
party for half a century.

NATHAN L. MARSH. On his present homestead farm, in section 10,
Wayne Township, Mr. Marsh has resided since he was a lad of seven
years, and his parents established their residence on the place forty years
ago, so that the family name has been closely and worthily identified with
the civic and industrial development and progress of this county"Nathan
L. Marsh having here gained distinctive success and prestige as one of
the representative agriculturists and stockgrow~rg of this favored section
of the Hoosier State. He is a scion of staunch old colonial stock in New
Jersey and a direct descendant of one of the valiant patriots who repre-
sented that commonwealth as a soldier of the continental line in the War
of the Revolution, besides which he has the distinction of being a grand-
son of one of the honored pioneers of the City of Cincinnati, Ohio, a
state with whose history the family name has been associated for three-
fourths of a century.

Mr. Marsh was born in the City of Cincinnati, Ohio, on the 8th of
April, 1868, and, as before noted, was seven years of age at the time of
the family removal to Starke County, Indiana, in 1875, his father here
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purchasing eighty acres of the fine homestead farm of which he himself
has been the owner since 1905. But little improvement had been made 011
the land, and the original family domicile was a log house of the primi-
tive type common to the pioneer days. After the lapse of a few years the
father erected a substantial frame dwelling, and to the same the subject
of this review has made additions and other improveme~ts, so that it is
now an attractive farm residence of eight rooms, even as it has repre-
sented his place of abode from his boyhood, so that it is endeared to him
by many gracious memQries and associations. The other farm buildings
are of substantial order, and Mr. Marsh has merited prestige as one of
the progressive farmers and stockraisers of the county, as well as a citizen
whose loyalty and liberality are shown in his zealous support of measures
and enterprises advanced for-the best interests of the community, along
both civic and material lines. In additiol;l to the home farm of eighty
acres he is the owner of forty acres of rich muck land in section 2 of the
same township, and on both places he- gives his attention to diversified
agriculture and stockgrowing, with policies and activities that make him
un effective modern exponent of these basic and important industries.

In politics Mr. Marsh accords unfaltering allegiance to the republican
party, and in' 1905 he was elec.ted trustee of W ayne T~wnship, an office
of which he continued the incumbent four years and il;l which he made
an admirable record for loyal and effective service. He is affiliated with
North Judson Lodge No. 438, Free and Accepted Masons, and in the same.
village he attends and gives liberal support to the Lutheran Church, of
which his wife is a communicant, he having been reared in the faith of
the Presbyterian Church.

Mr. Marsh is a son of John L. and Elizabeth (Bunnell) Marsh, the
former of whom was born in New Jersey, in 1834, and the latter of
whom was born in Ohio, in 1844, their marriage having been solemniz~d
in 1866, in the City of Cincinnati. John L. Marsh was a son of Aaron
Picton Marsh, who likewise was born in New Jersey and whose father
served as colonel of a New Jersey regiment in the War of the Revolution.
Aaron P. Marsh married Miss Abbie Baker, likewise a native of New
Jersey, in which state their elder children were born, and in the late '30s
they numbered themselves among the pioneer settlers in Cincinnati, Ohio,
which city was then little more than a village. There Mr. Marsh became
a successful brick contractor and builder, and there both he and his
wife died, when each had passed the sixtieth milestone on the journey
of life. Two of their sons, Aaron P., Jr., and Luther Halsey, devoted.
their entire active careers to contracting, as successors to the business
established by their father. Aaron P., Jr., died in Cincinnati, at an
advanced age, having been the father of ten children; and Luther H..
llOW venerable in years, is living retired in the same city, having reared
several children. The five daughters of Aaron P. Marsh, Sr., all married
and reared children and all continued residents of Ohio until their death.

John L,. Marsh, the youngest of the children, was reared and edu-
cated in Cincinnati and in his youth he served an apprenticeship to the
trade of cabinetmaker, at which he became a skilled workman. Impaired
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health finally led him to abandon the work of his trade and at the time
of the Civil war he entered the Union service, as an attache of the com-
missary department, at Camp Denison and Camp Monroe. He was also
in service for some time in. the South, and his marriage occurred within a
few months after his return to Cincinnati. In that city he finally en-
gaged in the wholesale mercantile business, but after a disastrous fire
destroyed his establishment, a few years later, he engaged in the dairy
business near Cincinnati. He sold this business at the time of his removal
to Starke County, Indiana, in 1875, and here he became a prosperous
farmer and influential citizen who ever commanded the high regard of
all who knew him. He 'continued to reside on his homestead farm until
his death, in May, 1908, and his remains rest in the cemetery at North
Judson. He was a stalwart republican in his political proclivities, was
affiliated with the Masonic fraternity, - and both he and his wife were
earnest and consistent members of the Presbyterian Church. Mrs.
Marsh was a daughter of Samuel and Roxanna (Hammel) Bunnell, both
of whom continued residents of Ohio until their death, the father having
passed away at the age of forty-two years and his widow having attained
to the venerable age of more thl1n eighty years; both were members of
the Campbellite or Christian Church. Mrs. Elizabeth (BUnnell) Marsh
was summoned to the life eternal in January, 1896, a gentle and devoted
wife and mother and a noble Christian woman. Of the four children,
Nathan L., of this sketch, was the firstborn; Warren is engaged in Gov-
ernment work in the cities of Portland and Seattle; Samuel died at the
age of nineteen years; and Edward resides at North Judson, being in the
employ of the Erie Railroad Company.

In Wayne Township, in 1898, was solemnized the marriage of Nathan
L. Marsh to Miss Elnora Lange, who was born at Denham, Pulaski
County, on the 7th of July, 1878, and who was a child at the time of
her parents' removal to Starke County, where she was reared and edu-
cated. She is a daughter of Charles and Bertha (Kiel) Lange, both of
whom were born in Germany and both of whoJil were children at the time
of the immigration of the respective families to the United States, loca-
tion having been made in Laporte County, Indiana, where Charles Lange
was reared to maturity. He served as a member of an Indiana regiment
during the last year of the Civil war and finally, after his marriage, he
purchased a farm in Pulaski County, a property which he sold at the
time of his removal to Starke County. Here he purchased a farm in
Wayne Township, and on this homestead he and his wife died after
they had attained to the age of threescore years, both having been com-
municants of the Lutheran Church and Mr. Lange having been a demo-
crat in politics.

In conclusion are given brief data concerning the children of Mr. and
Mrs. Marsh: Edna M., who remains at the parental home, as do all of
the other children, was born March 12, 1899, and was graduated in
the eighth grade of the public schools in 1912; Herbert L., who was born
May 13,1900, completed the work of the eighth grade in the public
schools in 1913 and is associated with the work and management of the
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home farm;,Arthur I. Was born July 14, 1901; Warren B., January 21,
1903; Raymond, July 26, 1904; Alice L., May 4, 1906; Perry W., July 26,
1908; and Edith M., April 26, 1914.

JOSEPH BUDKA. A member of a sterli1;lgand honored Bohemian fam-
ily that was founded in Starke County forty years ago, Mr. Budka was
reared from child~ood to maturity on the weU-i~proved farm which is
now owned and occupied by him, in section .15, Wayne Township, and.
like his honored father he has marked the passing years with earnest and
effective industry, the while he has so ordered his course in all the rela-
tions of life as to merit and receive the confidence and esteem of his
fellow men. His farm comprises 160 acres, the major part of which is
under effective cultivation, the soil being of sandy loam of much integrity
and giving excellent yields of the cereals and other farm products. The
house occupied by Mr. Budka was erected by his father nearly a q~arter
of a ce1;ltury ago and is arrange~much in the style of farm domiciles
in the Bohemian fatherland, convenience and comfort being consulted
rather than mere embellishment. The other farm buildings are of sub-
stantial order and everything is maintained in good condition, with
assurance of thrift and prosperity. Mr. Budka gives special attention to
the raising of corn and rye, for the cultivation of which his farm seems
particularly adapted, as shown by experimentation and past experience.
When Mr. Blldka's father purchased this homestead the land was wild
and all improvements have been made by this sturdy family, the subject
of this sketch having ably continued to follow the careful and progressive
policies that were instituted by his father, having been the owner of the
old homestead since 1903 and being independently placed as one of
the substantial agriculturists and successful stockgrowers of the county
that has long been his home. .

Joseph Budka was born in the Province of Bohemia, Austria, on the
19th of February, 1871, and is a scion of 9ne of the old and worthy fami-
lies or that country, his father's generation being the first to find repre-
sentation in America, and the vocation of the family in Bohemia having
been that of farming, for many generations, the while its members there
held zealously to the faith of the Catholic Church. Mr. Budka is a son
of. Michael and Barb~ra Budka, who were married in their native
province and there were born all of their children-Mary, Anna, Kathe-
rine, John, James, Joseph, and Anthony. In 1875, when Joseph, subject
of this sketch, was four years old, the family came to t~e United Stat'es,
making the voyage on one of the slower transatlantic steamers, and two
weeks elapsing before they disembarked in the Port of Baltimore, Mary-
land. From that city the family came to the West, and after passing
two weeks in the City of Chicago, they came to Starke County, Indiana,
where the father purchas~d ,.the farm now owned by his son Joseph,
though his original purchase cQmprised only forty acres of the present
homestead, additions to its area having been made at later periods, when
his financial' circumstances warranted the action. In 1905 the parents
removed to an attractive residence in the Village of North Judson, and

43
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there the father lived retired, in peace and comfort, until his death in
1910, at the age of seventy-five years, his widow having been seventy-six
years of age when she too was summoned to the life ete~al, on August
19, 1913, both having been lifelong and earnest communicants of the
Catholic Church. Michael Budka was a man of strong character, lived
an industrious, earnest and righteous life, entered fully into the Ameri-
can spirit and had deep appreciation of the opportunities that were
afforded him in the land of his adoption, his political allegiance having
been given to the democratic party. Of the seven children four are nowliving, and all of the number are married and have children. .

Joseph Budka was reared to maturity on the farm which he now
owns and in addition to learning in his boyhood the lessons of practical
industry he also made good use of the advantages afforded in the public
schools of the vicinity. He assisted his father in the reclaiming and
improving of the homestead farm, and thus he is now receiving the due
rewards of his early labors. His political support is given to the demo-
cratic party and though he has had no ambition for public office he
served one term as township assessor. Both he and his wife are devoted
communicants of the Catholic Church.

In Wayne Township, at the age of thirty-four years, Mr.. Budka was
united in marriage to Miss Mary Lukes, who was born in the City of
Chicrago, on the 17th of March, 1881, and who was there reared and edu-
cated. She is a daughter of Frank and Mary Lukes, both of whom were
born in Bohemia and the marriage of whom was solemnized in Chicago,
where they still maintain their home and where their children have all
been carefully reared in the faith of the Catholic Church. Mr. and Mrs.
Budka have six children-Joseph, Jr., Emma, Mary, Frank, Anna and
Alice, and the eldest of the- number celebrated his ninth birthday anni-
versa~y in 191-5.

ALBERT BREJCHA. Starke County claims not a few sturdy citizens
of Bohemian birth or lineage and this element invariably stands ex-
ponent of upright, industrious and unassuming citizenship, with traits of
character that are well wbrthy of emulation and with earnest, well-poised
personalities that place true valuations upon men and affairs. A well-
known and successful farmer of Wayne Township, Albert Brejcha came
from his native Province of Bohemia, Austria, to the United States when
he was thirteen years of age, having accompanied his stepfather anJ
other children of the family., and from that time to the present he has
been numbered among the productive workers of the land of his adop
tion, the while his advancement has been won entirely through his own
efforts.

Mr. Brejcha was born in Bohemia on the 21st of April, 1853, and i~
a son of Jacob and Mary (Urbankoba) Brejcha, both of whom passed
their entire lives in Bohemia, the father having died at the age of thirty-
three years and his wife, who ~as six years his junior; having likewise
been thirty-three years'old at the time of her death. Jacob Brejcha was
a blacksmith by trade and vocation and was a devout communicant of
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the Catholic Church, as was also his wife. Of their two children Albert
is the elder, and the younger was Anna, who came with other members
of the family to America and who here became the wife of Frank Hynous;
her husband became a substanti¥ farmer in Nebraska, where both passed
the remainder of th{Jir lives, and they were survived by two -sons and two

dauf5hters.
Albert Brejcha was but five years of age at the time of his father's

death 8Jld his mother later became the wife of James Slack, the two chil-
dren of this union having been daughters, Mary and Frances. In 1866,
after the death of his wife, James Slack, accompanied by the two children
by the first marriage or his wife and also his own two little daughters,
determined to come to the United States, where he felt assured of better
opportunities for both himself 8Jld those dependent upon him, Albert of
this review, having been the eldest of the children and having been thir-
teen years of age at the time, so that his early education had been gained
in the schools of his native land. The voyage across the Atlantic was
tempestuous and twenty-two days elapsed ere the family landed in New
York City. From the national metropolis Mr. Slack and the children
proceeded to the City of Chicago, and there he found employment at his
trade, that of carpenter, the remainder of his life having been passed in
that city. His two daughters were reared and educated in Chicago, there
the marriage of both occurred and there they still reside, both having
reared children.

After coming to the United States Mr. Brejcha forthwith gained
familiarity with honest toil and endeavor, and as a youth aud young
man he followed various occupations in Chicago, where he turned his
attention to any honest work that would justify his efforts. He was in
Chicago at the time of the great fire of 1871, and he there continued his
residence for several years thereafter. In 1875 he there formed the
acquaintance of Miss Antonia Stava, and their marriage was solemnized
before the end of that year. She was born in Bohemia, on the 30th of
August, 1856, and came with her parents and her one brother to the
United States in 1875, the family home having been established in Chi-
cago, where her father continued to reside until his death, at the ven-
erable age of eighty-three years. Th{J widowed mother survived her
husband by about six years and passed the closing period of her life in
the home of her daughter, Mrs. Brejcha, in Starke County, where she
died at the age of seventy-six years, both she 8Jld her husband having
been lifelong and earnest communicants of the Catholic Church.

In 1883 Mr. Brejcha, accompanied by his wife and three children,
came to Starke Co~nty and established his permanent home on a portion
of his present farm. He purchased forty acres in section 11, Wayne
Township, and from this nucleus he has evolved his present well im-
proved farm of 120 acres, about one-half of the tract being under effective
cultivation and the work of reclaiming the remainder being pushed for-
ward each successive year. On the homestead Mr. Brejcha erected his
substantial and comfortable residence, designed after the unpretentious
types with which he was familiar in his native land, and he hag made
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other excellent improvements in the erection of farm buildings and the
p~oviding of modern accessories, though his providence and good judg-
ment have been manifest in his m~king no expenditures that involved
undue financial responsibilities. He ~ives his attention to diversifiad
agriculture,and stockgrowing, has labored early an!i late and every detail
of his farm operation has received his personal and careful supervision.
He give~ his support to measures tending to a!ivance the general welfare
of the community and is independent in his political attitude. He and
his wife and all of their children are communiean.ts -of the Catholic
Church and exemplify their faith in their daily lives.

In conclusion is entered brief record concerning the children of Mr.
and Mrs. Brejcha. . Of the twelve children all are living except four.

Marie is the wife of Fred R. Kittel and th~y now reside in the City of
Los Angeles, California; they have no children. Hattie is the wife or
John Lane of Chicago, and their one child, Matilda, celebrated her six-
teenth birthday anniversary in 1914. Emil is a resident of Chicago, ill
which city he was born in the year 1881, though he was reared and edu-
cated in Starke County. He married Miss Anna Vlcek and they have
three children-Albert, 'Emil, Jr., and Elsie. Julia is the wife of John
Drunecky, a farmer in Wayne Township, Starke Col;tnty, and they have
four children-Georgiana, Bessie, Blanche and Benjamin. Jennie is the
wife of John Dahlke, of Riverdale, Illinois, and their children are Helen,
Wilber and Hazel. Albert A., who was born on the home farm, on the
2d of January, 1893, made good use of the advantages of the public
schools and is now associated with his father in the work and manage-
ment of the farm, as is also Antonia F., who was here born on the 16th of
May, 1896, and who likewise acquired her education in the public schools
of this vicinity. Lillian B., the youngest of the children, was borl1
October 29, 1899, and is her mother's capable and earnest assistant in
ordering the domestic activities of the family home.

FRANK KRULIK. In its acquirement of a very appreciable number
of citizens of Bohemian nativity or lineage, Starke County has had much
to gain and nothing to lose. In Wayne County one of the substantial
farmers and loyal and progressive citizen~ who claims the Province of
Bohemia as the place of his birth is Frank Krulik, whose excellent farm,
betokening thrift and prosperity, is situated in section 10, and on rural
mail route No.2 from North Judson.

In the sturdy old Province of Bohemia, Austria, Frank Krulik was
born in the year 1856, and he is a son of Frank and Josia (Krulik)
Krulik, representatives of sterling old families of th;tt province. The
father not only became well known as an honest and industrious man,
but also gave loyal service in the army of his native land, in which con-
nection he was a valiant soldier in the Slavic wars. He had marked
musical talent and this fact heightened his personal popularity in social
affairs. He died in 1863, when his son and namesake~ ~bject of this
review, was but seven years of age, his widow attaining to the age of sixty
years and both having been devout communicants of the C,atholic Church,
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the father having been forty years old when he was summoned from
the stage of life's mortal endeavors., Of the two children Frank is the
elder, and the younger, Maria, became the wife of a Bohemian soldier,
Frank Palison, with whom she caine to the United States in 1890, they
and their children establishing their residence in Chicago, where they
still reside aITd where Mr. Palison is 'engaged in the shoe business, their
children being Joseph, Anna, Charles, Sylvia, Maria, Matilda, and Frank.

Reared to maturity in his native province, Frank Krulik early became
dependent upon his own reSources, as the death of his father left the
family in somewhat straitened circumstances. He applied himself indus;.
triously to such work as he could obtain and in the meanwhile was able
to attend no regular school. Shortly after attaining to his majority
he married Miss Anna Pecinka, who was born December 25, 1860, and
who was reared in the same locality as was her husband and whose edu-
cational advantages likewise were of most m~ger order. The young
couple were ambitious and determined, however, and after their marriage
they applied themselves diligently until they provided for themselves a
modest home, the while ,they considered themselves most fortunate when
they were also able to purchase 'a cow. Mr. Krulik's sister had come to
the United States in 1890, as already noted in a preceding paragraph,
and she had given to him excellent accounts of the greater advantages
afforded for personal achievement in this country. By great labor and
utmost frugality Mr. Krulik finally accumulated a sufficient. sum of
money to defray the passage of himself and his wife and their three chil-
dren to the United States. At Hamburg they embarked on a German
steamship, and after a voyage of fourteen days' duration they landed in
the City of Baltimore, Maryland, whence they proceeded forthwith to the
City of Chicago, where they were warmly welcomed by Mr. Krulik'8
sister and her husband. In the great western metropolis Mr. Krulik was

. .. employed for two years in lumber yards, and with his saving he then
bought a lot and erected a small house, on the South Side of Chicago.
The training and experience received in his native land led him also to
build on his lot a barn and to install therein a few cows. In this way he
started a small dairy business. Finding it. difficult to keep cows and

. conduct b\lsiness in the city, in 1899 Mr. Krulik disposed of his property
in Chicago, by trading the same for eighty acres of land in section 10,
Wayne Township, Starke County, Indiana, and to this farm he removed
with his family, determined to win independence and prosperity if this
could be accomplished by hard work and careful management~ It is
needless t«;l say that he has had no reason to regret the change he made
at this time, for success has attended his efforts and he is now one of the
substantial farmers of his adopted county~ When he purchased the farm
he assumed a considerable indebtedness, all of which he has wiped out.
The farm came into his possession with permanent improvements repr,~-
sented in a small house and a log barn, and much of the land awaited
practical reclamation before it was available for successful cultivation.
The results of Mr. Krulik's earnest labors are sh()wn in the productive-
ness of the greater part of his farm and also in the excellent imprO¥e..
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ments he has made, including the erection of a good house of six rooms
and a substantial frame barn. Increasing prosperity enabled him later
to purchase an adjoining tract of forty acres, so that his homestead place
now comprises 120 acres, besides which he is the owner of a 40-acre tract
in section 3, Wayne Township, this being largely timber and pasture
land. Mr. Krulik gives his attention to diversified agriculture and stock-
growing and has been also very successful in the raising of a fine grade
of potatoes. Mr. Krulik gives his political support to the democratic
party an,d he and his family are communicants of the Catholic Church.
The three children who accompanied Mr. and Mrs. Krulik on their immi-
gration to the United States are Joseph, Maria and Frank, Jr., all of
whom reside in this county. Concerning the children born since the
home was established in the United States the following brief record is
given: Louis F. was born in Chicago, on the Ii th of January, 1894;
acquired his education in the district schools of Starke County, and is
his father's efficient and valued assistant in the work and management
of the farm. Anna, who was graduated in the district school near her
home, in 1911, is now employed in the City of Chic~go. Emma A., who
was born in Chicago, May 11, 1899, completed the studies of the eighth
grade, and remains at the parental home. - Bessie M., who was born

August 28, 1900, was graduated in the eighth grade of the district'
school, as a member of the class of 1914, and, like her sister Emma, re-
mains at the parental home and is popular in the social circles of the
community. Emil L., the youngest child, was born April 25, 1905, and
is still attending school in the home district.

CHARLES W. OESER. Through unusual circumstances of genealogy,
nativity and early training, as well as through events marking his inde-
pendent career, the life record of this substantial farmer and popular
citizen of Starke County is one of unique, romantic and interesting order.
He has been one of the progressive and successful farmers and stock-
growers of Wayne Township since 1912, in which year he came to Starke
County and purchased a farm of 160 acres, eighty acres of the tract con-
stituting his present homestead, and the other eighty acres having later
been sold by him, as the land was in Jackson Township and he, found it
inexpedient and inconvenient to give to it the requisite attention. His'
homestead, which is equipped with excellent improvements and is under
effective cultivation, is eligibly situated in section 3, Wayne Township,
on rural mail route No.2, from North Judson, which is his postoffice
address. The enterprise and home appreciation of Mr. Oeser were dis-
tinctly evidenced in his erection of the present modern and' specially
attractive residence on his farm, the substantial building being of frame
and stucco construction, with basement under the entire building and
with all appointments and facilities of modern order. All of the fa,rm is
available for effective cultivation except fifteen acres that are still covered
with fine native timber. In his farming operations Mr. Oeser gives spe-
cial attention to the raising of corn, rye and potatoes, with four acres of
onions, and the enterprise is amplified by the raising of excellent grades



HISTORY OF STARKE COUNTY 679

of horses, cattle and swine. The success of Mr. Oeser since he came to
Starke County has been unequivocal and demonstrates thht it is possible
for the city man to "win out" when he brings to bear energy and good
judgment in association with the great basic industries of agriculture
and stockgrowing.

For virtually a period of thirty years prior to his removal to Starke
County Mr. Oeser had maintained his residence in the City of Chicago
or the immediate vicinity, and had there given his attention to productive
enterpri~ as a carpenter and builder, a ,trade which he has followed to
a considerable extent also since he aligned himself with the prosperous
farmers of Starke ,County. His success is the more gratifying to note
in view of the fact that he has depended upon his own resources since
he was a lad of thirteen years, his broader education having been acquired
through self-discipline, wide and varied experience and association with
~en and affairs in the practical activities of life. He is a linguist of
much ability, having excellent command of the English, German and
Scandinavian languages, which ~e reads and writes as well as speaks
with fluency, and in his home are to be found copies of the best periodicals
issued in each of these languages.

Mr. Oeser was born in the staunch old City of Edinburgh, Scotland,
on the 24th of May, 1860, and is a son of August William and Frederica
(Seseman) Oeser, the former of whom was born in Germany and the
latter in Holland, the Kingdom of Saxony having been the native place
of the father. The marriage of the parents was solemnized in Scotland,
and there were born their first two children-Paulena and Charles W.
When the subject of this review was a lad of six years the family removed
to the City of Hamburg, Germany, and there the father died in 1872, at
the age of forty-eight years, having succumbed to an attack of smallpox,
which was epidemic in the city at the time. His widow, who passed to
the life' eternal about twenty years ago, at Hamburg, was seventy-seven
years of age at the time of her death, both having been earnest com-
municants of the Lutheran Church. Afte.r their removal to Germany
there were born to them four children-Marie, Wilhelmina, Carl and
Meta-and of the immediate family Charles W. is the only one to have
come to the United States.

Charles W. Oeser was about twelve yea~ of age at the time of his
father's death, and soon afterward he assumed the responsibilities of
providing for his own maintenance. He served a practical apprentice-
ship to the trade of carpenter, and 'for six years, in his early youth, he
found employment as a ship carpenter, aboard German vessels. In 1879,
at the age of nineteen years, Mr. Oeser's self-reliance and ambition
prompted him to seek his fortune in the United States. He embal1ked
at Bremen and proceeded to Havre, France, from which port he set sail
for New York City, on the ship Westphalia. The voyage proved a most
pleasing and interesting experience to him, largely owing to his previous
experience on shipboard, and after landipg in the national metropolis of
his adopted country he found employment as clerk in a grocery estab-
lishment in the City of Brooklyn, New York. Later he went to Louis-
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ville, Kentucky, and in that state he was identified with agricultural
pursuits for eighteen months, this being his initial experience in con-
nection with this line of industry. His desire to familiarize himself more
fully with conditions and customs in the United States led hIm to devote
about two years to traveling in the South and Southwest, and in the
meanwhile he was variously employed.

In August, 1893, soon after the opening of the wonderfui World's
Columbian Exposition in Chicago, Mr. Oeser made his way to that city,
and he continued to reside in Chicago, a portion of the time in the
suburb of Lake Bluff, until his removal to Starke County, Indiana, in
1912. He had in the meanwhile given his attention principally to work
at his trade and had done a considerable amount of work as a successful
contractor and builder, his savings during the period of his residence at
Chicago having enabled him to purchase his present farm. He has had
no cause to regret this action and takes justifiable satisfaction in num-
bering himself among the successful and progressive husbandmen of
this favored section of the Hoosier State.

At Lake Bluff, Illinois, on the 9th of November, 1905, was solemnized
th'e marriage of Mr. . Oeser to Mrs. Rosa ( Cocoves) Beck. Mrs.
Oeser was b'orn in Slavonia, Austria, on the 8th of June, 1873,
and was there reared and educated, her parents having there
passed their entire lives and she being the only one or the family
to come to America. In her native land she wedded Joseph Beck,
who died about one month after the birth of their only child, Joseph,
Jr., who was born October 16, 1893, and who is now associated in the
work and management of the farm of his stepfather. Joseph Beck, Jr.,
acquired his early education in his 'native land and is conversant with
four different languages. In 1903 Mrs. Beck came with her son to the
United States and established her home in Chicago, and two years later
she became the wife of Mr. Oeser, as noted above. No children have been
born of this union, but Mr. Oeser has four children by his first marriage:
Frederick resides in the City of Chicago, is a carpenter by trade and voca-
tion, is married and has two daughters; Carrie is the wife of Edward
Treshler, manager of the shoe department of a department store on Hal:-
sted Street, Chicago, and they have one daughter; Henry is a carpenter
and farmer, residing at Manistee, Michigan, and he has one son and one
daughter; and Miss Norma, the youngest of the children, resides in the
City of Chicago.

J

ALOIS HuLKA. Wayne Township, Starke County, may consistently
be said ~o include within its limits a fine Bohemian colony, and the county
takes pride and satisfaction in having this admirable element of earnest,
upright and industrious citizens, the majority or whom are successful
and thrifty representatives or the great basic industries or agriculture
and stockgrowing. A popular and progressive member or this valued
class or citizens is Mr. Hulka, who is one of the substantial farmers of
Wayne Township and whose' homestead place is situated in section 10.

Alois Hulka was born in the Province of Bohemia, Austria, on the
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21st of June, 1861, and is a son of James and Maria (Blazik) Hulka,
who were born and reared near Pratcha, that province, representatives of
staunch old Austrian families. The father became a prbsperous miller
in Bohemia, was an honored and influential citizen of his community,
and "in his native land he continued to reside until his death. He was
bprn September 28, 1828, and his death occurred in 1.909, his widow still
remaining iN the old homestead and haying celebrated her eighty-fourth
birthday ,anniversary in 1914, the date of her nativity having been Feb-
ruary 2, 1837. These w~rthy and industrious folk were conflrmed in
the Catholic Church when young, and the entire family has h"eld zeal- '

ously to the faith of this great mother church of Christendom. All of
the children--'-four sons and four daughters-attained to maturity and
si:x of the number are now living, the subject of this review having been
the third in order of birth. Of the immediate family Alois and his
brother Jerolim are the only representatives in the United States, the
latter having come to this country at a later date than did Alois and hav-
ing established his residence in the City of Chicago, where he has become
a very successful manufacturer of sash and doors and where he has be-
come the father of four sons and three daughters, all of whom are living
except one of the da;ughters.

. Reared to maturity in his native province, where he attended school

for six years, Alois Hulka had, shortly after attaining to majority, the
distinction of serving as a valiant soldier in the war in which Austria-
Hungary wa"s involved in 1882-83. He took part in a number of im-
portant battles, but was not wounded or captured. Prior to this patriotic
service Mr. Hulka had served a tWO years' apprenticeship in a flouring
mill and two years at the carpenter's trade, so that he had applied him-
self most diligently until the time he Was called into military servi('e.
After \'ictory had crowned the arms 'of his native land he received his
honorable discharge, and soon afterward his desire for br<?ader oppor-
tunities prompted him to immigrate to America. Proceeding to Bremen,
Germany, he there embarked for the voyage to the New World, and he
arrived in New York City on the 21st of April, 1888. He established his
residence in the City of Chicago, where he found employment during the
first two years of his residence in America. After his marriage -he there
engaged in the manufacture of sash and doors, in partnership with Frank
Bursik, and through the marked success attending the enterprise he and
his partner accumulated from the profits of the business the noteworthy
sum of $10,000.

Mr. Hulka continued his residence in Chicago until Au~st," 1894,
when he came with his family to Starke County, Indiana, ,and purchased
106 acres of excellent land, in section 10, Wayne Township. There were
no buildings on the place, and the progressiveness and enterprise of Mr.
Hulka are shown'in the substantial buildings which he has erected on his
farm, the same including an attractive residence of eight rooms, t"o
barns, a granary, corncribs, poultry house, etc. In 1895 Mr. Hulka pur-
chased an adjoining tract of forty acres, so that the area of his home;.
stead became 146 acres. In 1898 he added another forty acres, and in
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1912 purchased a contiguous tract of fifty-three acres, so that his landed
estate, all well improved, now has an aggregate area of 240 acres. From
his land Mr. Hulka obtains large and profitable annual yields of corn,
rye, oats, potatoes and onions, 100 acres of his land being under effective
cultivation and thrift and prosperity being in evidence on every .side.
There is valuable native timber on the farm, as well as good grazing
land, and Mr. Hulka raises a consistent number of horses, cattle and
swine. He is liberal and public-spirited as a citizen, is a staunch sup-
porter of the cause of the republican party and he and his family are
communicants of the Catholic Church at North Judson.

In the City of Chicago, on the 12th of April, 1890, was solemnized the
marriage of Mr. Hulka to Miss Maria Hojda, who was born in Bohemia;
Austria, on the 17th of March, 1865, a daughter of Jacob and Mary
(Safrank) Hojda, who passed their entire lives in their native land,
where the father was a successful manufacturer of all kinds of tape. He
was born July 25, 1813, and died in 1879; his wife was born September
25, 1820, and her death occurred in 1871, both having been devout com-
municants of the Catholic Church. Of the two sons and four daughters
one of the former and three of the latter are living. Anna is the wife
of Michael Horn, of Chicago, and Katherine is the wife of Jilji Kalous,
of that city. Mrs. Hulka came to the United States in 1887 and estab-
lished her home in Chicago, where she was residing at the time of her
marriage.

In conclusion is entered brief record concerning the children of Mr.
and Mr~.. Hulka. Alois, Jr., who was born February 4, 1891, died in
May, -1908, having been killed by a train when crossing a railroad track
near the parental home ~n Starke County and the accident having been
due to his being afflicted with deafness. Maria, who was born January
6, 1892, is a deaf mute and remains at the parental home, ~he having
been educated in institutions for the deaf, at Chicago and Indianapolis.
Annie, who was born May 13, 1893, died on the 1st of July, 1902. Helen,
who was born September 28, 1894, is the wife of Joseph Smolek, of
Richgrove, Indiana. Bessie, who was born March 5, 1896, was graduated
in the district school near her home, in 1910, and is her mother's energetic
and valued assistant in the domestic work of the pleasant family home.
Ella, who was born June 10, 1898, was likewise afforded the advantages
of the public schools and remains at the parental home. James, who ,vas
born October 6, 1900, will complete in 1915 the work of the eighth grade
in the public schools; and the younger children likewise are attending
the school in the home district, their names and respective dates of their
birth being here noted: Annie, July 7, 1903; Blanche, August 3, 1905;
Rosa, March 27; 1907; and Lena, June 12, 1909.

WILLIAM G. McConMIcK. The name of no family has been more
intimately and worthily identified with the history of Starke County
than that of McCormick, and thus it has been fortunate that as editor
of the generic, history here presented it was possible for the publishers to
enlist the services of Joseph N. McCormick, a brother of him whose name
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initiates this paragraph. In connection with the sketch of the career
of Joseph N. McCormick, on other pages, are given ample data concern-.
ing the family history and thus it is not necessary to repeat the same
in the present review. It may consistently be said that Willia!ll G.
McCormick, now residing at Knox, has contributed his quota to the
industrial and civic advancement of the county that has been his home
from childhood and that he has well upheld the prestige of the name
which he bears.

Mr. McCormick was born in Bedford County, Virginia, the old home-
stead which was the place of his nativity being picturesquely situated on
the banks of the S\aunton River, and the date of his birth was February
7, 1846, so that he was a lad of seven years at the time of the family
removal to Starke County, Indiana, in 1853. His father, James McCor-
mick, entered claim to eighty acres of wild land, in section 6, Washing-
ton Township, this section of the state having at that time been little
more than a wilderness, with deer, bear, wolves and other wild animals
much in evidence. James McCormick was a man of much enerp and
foresight and had the sagacity to realize the necessity for and great
value of proper drainage facilities for much of the land in this now
opulent county. He was among the first to construct drainage ditches,
and in making this improvement on his embryonic farm he applied him-
self with such assiduity that much of the work of clearing the land and
giving attention to other details of the improvement and management
of the pioneer homestead devolved upon his sturdy sons, who gave him
effective cooperation. Under these conditions William G. McCormick
gained an enduring 8,nd lively appreciation of the dignity and value of
honest toil, with which he had full fellowship in his youth, the habits
of industry having continued with him during the long intervening
period and being in distinct. evidence at the present time, though he is
nearing the psalmist's span of threescore years and ten. Mr. McCormick
attended the pioneer schools when opportunity offered, principally dur-
ing the winter seasons, when his aid was not in requisition to so strenu-
ous a degree on the home farm. The first schoolhouse in the entire vicin-
ity of his home was a building constructed of hewed logs and established
on his father's farm. With a natur/!l aptitude for mechanics, Mr. Mc-
Cormick became also a skillful workman at the carpenter's trade, and to
the same he has given his attention to a greater or less degree for many
years.

After attaining to his legal majority, Mr. McCormick established his
residence in th,e village of Hamlet, where he opened a general store and
built up a prosperous trade, in the meanwhile having served fourteen
years as postmaster and express agent at that place. He resigned these
positions in 1895, and in October of that year removed to Knox, the
county seat, where he has since maintained his home. In the following
year he built his present residence, on South Heaton Street, and he also
did a very appreciable amount of work as a successful contractor and
builder. For five years he held a position in the offices of the county
recorder, and for several years he served as custodian of the courthouse.
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Idleness is a word that is on his index expurgatorius, and since 1908
.
he has held the position of janitor of the public school buildings of
Knox. He is a democrat in politics, as was also his father, and his sons
have pot deviated frofu the ancestral political faith. He and his wife
attend the Free Methodist Church, of which Mrs. McCormick is a member.

On the 10th of October, 1869, at Grovertown, this county, was sol-
emnized the marriage of Mr. McCormick to Miss Mary E. Uncapher,
who was born at Marion, Ohio, on the 4th of Novemfjer, 1847, but who
was reared and educated at Grovertown, Starke County. Her parents,
Israel and Margaret (SuIt) Uncapher, came to thiS county in the pioneer
days and the father became one of the substantial farmers of the county,
both he and his wife here passing the residue of their lives, and both hav-
ing been earnest members of the German Lutheran Church. In conclu-
sion is entered brief record concerning the children of Mr. and Mrs.
McCormick: Flora E. is the wife of James W. Leasure, of Lima, Ohio,
and they have one son and five daughters. Perry H., who is cashier of
the First State Bank of North Judson, this county, married Miss Auda
Horton, and they have one son and two daughters. Marion F., who is
telegraph operator at North Judson for the Chicago & Erie Railroad,
wedded Miss Hazel Wilson, of Spencerville, Ohio, and th~y have one
daughter. Chester A. was graduated in the high school and in the same
year became a successful teacher in the schools of his native county.
He showed about this time distinctive enterprise and literary ability by
editing and issuing from the press a pamphlet history'of Starke County,
and eventually he became the founder of the North Judson News, of
which he is still editor and publisher. He has been influential in political
affairs in this section of the state and is present representative of the
Thirteenth Senatorial District in the Indiana State Senate. He is a
bachelor. Della M. is the wife of Charles H. Cannon, a substantial
fariner of Center Township, and they have three daughters. W. Floyd,
who devoted about five years to work as a telegraph operator, is now
manager of the telephone exchange in the City of Huntertown, this state.
At Hicksville, Defiance County, Ohio, he married Miss Grace Joy Johns-
ton, and they have one daughter. Neva Do, who completed her entire
course in the Knox High School without once being absent or tardy, is
now private stenographer to her brother, Senator Chester A. McCormick.

ANDREW J. LARAMORE. The residence of Andrew J. Laramore in
Starke County covers a period of mor~ than sixty-three years, during
which time he has been an eye-witness of and a participant in the won-
derful progress that has transformed a wild and undeveloped region of
the Hoosier State into one of the moSt flourishing and thriving sections
of agricu'ltural and commercial activity in the commonwealth. Knox,
the present prosperous and growing county seat, at that time contained
but three houses, and Mr. Laramore's father's house was the only one
between the Yellow and Kankakee rivers, a distance of ten miles. Roads ,
and ditches were unheard of, and it was only by picking their path over .~..

the elevations that the early settlers couldr~ach their destinations. Wild

,co
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game was to. be found in abundance, and deer and wild hogs, brought
down by the rifles of the pioneers, formed a part of almost every meaL
Neighbors were few and visits from them were mainly when they came
to borrow live coals to start their fires, there being no matches at the
time.

Mr. Laramore was born within si~ miles of Delphi; Carroll County,
Indiana, September 17~ 1848, and was two and one-half years of age
when brought to Starke County by his parents, Mr. 'and Mrs. George
Laramore, the family settlil)g, March 18, 1851, on a Wild, unbroken farm
in Center Township, 2V2 miles nort4 of Knox. There he spent his boy-
hood, participating in the hardships and discomforts which were the
lot of the pioneers, but also taking part in the pleasures tHat these sturlly. and courageous people found to break the monotony of the hard and

continued toil. In an address made by Mr. Laramore, at the last Fourthof July celebration at Knox, in 1914, he spoke interestingly of his filst .
Fourth of July at Knox, when the people came from miles around in
ox-carts or on foot, most of the boys and men being barefooted, as well
as some of the women, all dressed in the plain,est of clo~hes, for cloth was
an article hard to obtain at that time and various were the makeshifts
that the clever housewives of the time were forced to find to clothe their
families. Mr. Laramore remembers playing" bull'pen, " or "town ball"

on the site of the present courthol1se, and an every-day sport of the
boys of the neighborhood was hunting mUjOkrats and raccoons.

Mr. Laramore attended the subscription schools in the short winter
terms and during the summer months assisted his father in clearing and
improving the home farm, on which he remained until two years after
his marriage, although he never charged his father a dollar f~r his
services. Thus he grew up strong in body a,nd alert in mind, and now,
at the age of sixty-six years, isa man of strong physique, active in bis
movements and in full possession of his faculties. He was but sixteen
years of age when, February 22, 1865, he enlisted for service in Company
H, One Hundred and Fifty-first Regiment, Indiana Volunteer Infantry,
for service during the Qivil war, and for seven months was engaged
largely in guard duty, his seventeenth birthday being passed on guard
duty at Nashville, Tennessee.. In 1873 Mr. Laramore embarked in agri-
cultural operations on his own acc~unt, developing a good and valuable
farm and through industry and perseverance accumulating a compe-
tency. In 1902 he went to Hamle4 Indiana, where he was engaged in
farming forty acres I)f land until 1904, in which year he was elected
sheriff of Starke County, on the republican ticket, this being the first
time the, county had gone republican, all of its candidates being elected
save one trustee of Oregon Township. He served two terms in the office
of sheriff and was known, as a capable, efficient, faithful and courageous
official, and left his office with an excellent re;cord. When elected he
came to Knox to make hi~ home, and here he has since resided with the
exception of one year ~pent a,t Sout4,Bend. He has been very active in
local republican politics, havipg been a delegate to numerous county' con-. ventions as w.ell as state gatherings, chairman of the Davis Township
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Republican Committee and assessor of Davis Township for four years,
and to each of his offices he has given the same conscientious attention
that has made his private interests successful. A charter member of the
Knights of Pythias Lodge No. 296, at Knox, he has filled all the minor
offices in this order, and for many years was master, at arms. Mr. Lara-
more is now the youngest soldier of the Civil war living in Starke County,
and is an active member of the Grand Army of the Republic, Post No.
290, of which he has been quartermaster for three years. In his pleasant
home on South Shields Street, Knox, Mr. Laramore has numerous in-
teresting articles, including his grandfather's old hall clock, which was
purchased second-handed and has been in the family for nearly one hun-
dred years, and still keeps excellent time. He also has his grandmother's
old riding-whip, the decorations on which show her pride in her pos-
sessions, and her ~ld Dutch Bible, printed in that language. Prior to
the advent of the first locomotive in Knox, Mr. Laramore heard his first
steam-engine whistle, which was made by an engine on the New Albany
& Salem Railway, at San Pierre, in the southwest part of the county,
this engine having been built in 1856. The people of this community
had not heard of the road having been built, and much wonderment was
expressed as to the cause of the whistle, many dire predictions being
made by the more pessimistic. Many and great have been the ,changes
which Mr. Laramore has witnessed during his long residence here, and it
is but just to say that he has borne his full share of the labors necessary
to bring. these changes about.

On February 11, 1871, Mr. Laramore was married in Center Town-
ship, Starke County, to Miss Rosanna Hill, who was born in Hardin
County, Ohio, June 21, 1851, alid came when sixteen years of age to
Starke County with her parents, James and Elizabeth (Richards) Hill,
the latter of whom died in Starke County when sixty-four years of age,
Mr. Hill subsequently returned to Ohio, and there passed away at the
age of seventy-six years. Mrs. Laramore died June 13, 1914. She was a
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, was a good, Christian woman
and a great help to her husband, and was widely beloved for her many
excellencies of mind and heart. Five children were born to Mr. and
Mrs. Laramore: Sarah Olive, who suffered an attack of typhoid f~ver
when seven weeks' old, and was an invalid until her death at the age of
twenty years; Lewis Nelson, born in 1873, and educated in Starke
County, was the first rural route carrier in the county, and still holds
that position, being a resident of Hamlet, married Pearl Stephenson,
and has three children-:J:)orothy, Don and Marjorie, the two former in
school; William F., of Fort Wayne Indiana, was married in Starke
County, to Martha Lefevre, and h,as thre~ children-William :w., Violet
and Leta; Laura Grace was well educated III the country and hIgh schools
and married Ward F. Denny, of Argus, Indiana, now connected with the
Nickel Plate Railway, and living with Mr. Laramore, at Knox, and has
one daughter-Catherine Rose; and Etna Clyde, formerly a railroad
fireman, and now manager of the Mentone (Indiana) Pickle Manufac-
turing Company. .
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JOHN W. LINDLEY. Among the old and honored residents of Starke
County of whom this volume furnishes a record, one who is particularly
worthy of mention is John W. Lindley, who is now living in honest
retirement at Knox. It may be truthfully said of Mr. Lindley that dur-
ing an agricultural career in this county which extended over nearly
forty years, he was a typical representative of the best and highest class
in the agricultural element of the population of Indiana. Practical,
progressive, systematic and intelligent, and provident in his farming
operations, he was absolutely reliable in his dealings with all who had
transactions with him, and his career as a farmer reflected credit upon
that time-honored vocation.

Mr. Lindley belongs to a family which traces its ancestry back to the
days of William Penn, and several of whose members assisted that great
Quaker in his settlement of Pennsylvania. The progenitors were three
brothers, and one of them, the great-grandrather of John W. Lindley,
owing to his Quaker beliefs, refused to serve as a soldie.r during the Revo-
lutionary war and met death because of his refusal to fight. He was
married and left one son, James Lindley, the grandfather of John W.
J ames Lindley was born in Pennsylvania, grew up in that state, and
was ther~ married, the greater number of his children having been
reared there.' During the early '30s, gathering his children (most of
them married) about him, he turned his face to the West and made the
perilous journey to Wayne County, Indiana., there securing and improv-
ing lands. Subsequently he journeyed on to Howard County, and in the
vicinity of Greentown entered land from the Government in the midst
of the wilderness. Far from his nearest neighbor he erected a primitive
log cabin and began his life over again in the forests where the Indians
still skulked and wild game was to be found in abundance. A man of
industry and perseverance, he was successful in clearing his land and
establishing a good home, and eventually became one of the strong and
substantial men of bis community. He was public spirited and benevo-
lent and gave the land for the first cemetery in that vicinity, in which
his daughter-in-law, the mother of John W. Lindley, was the first person
to be buried, while since that time numerous otber members of the family
have been interred there.. The grandfather died June 25, 1866, aged
seventy-one years, nine months, twenty-nine days. He was married in
Pennsylvania to Susanna Massey, who died April 6, 1855, aged eighty
years, two months, twelve days. They had been reared in the faith of
the Society of Friends, or Quakers, and Mr. Lindley was a whig in

. his political affiliation. Of their four sons and four daughters all were
married and had children, and all are now deceased.

JohR Lindley, the father of John W. Lindley, was born in Pennsyl-"
vania, April 22, 1811, and died June 19, 1851, in Howard County, In.
diana, at the old family homestead which he had helped to improve, and
on which he had spent his entire life in earnest and industrious labor.
He was married in Wayne County, Indiana., to Miss Mary McMullen, of
Scotch-Irish stock, who was born January 1, 1805; jn Pennsylvania, and
she died in Howard County, Indiana, August 19, 1847, in the faith of the
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United Brethren Ch~rch, of which her husband was also a member.
During the early days the home of the Lindleys was always open as a
stopping place for the early min~ters of that faith, many of whom were
hospitably entertained by these sturdy pioneer people. Mr. Lindley
was a whig in politics. John and Mary Lindley became the parents

, of ten children, as follows: Sarah, who died after marriage and left a
family; Samuel, a Howard County farmer, who is married and has a
large family; James, a farmer near Portland, Oregon, who is married
and has a family of eight children; Susan, the widow of Joseph Reader,
resides at Nevada, Indiana, and has a large family; William, who &n-
,listed for service in the Union army during the Civil war a~d died while
on a furlough to his home, leaving a widow who resides with her two sons
in Howard County; Nancy, who died as Mrs. Peter Wolf, and left five
children; Martpa, the widow of J:ohn Martin, who lives at KokOll1o,
Indiana, and has five living children; John W.: of this review; Mary,
who died single in young womanhood; and H,annah M., who became the
wife of a Mr. Brown and died, leaving one daughter.

John W. Lindley was born in Wayne County, Indiana, May 7, 1841,
and grew up on the family homestead in St. Joseph County, where his
education was secured in the district schools. Aft~r his marriage he
resided in St. Joseph County, Indiana, for six years,' but in 1872
came to Starke County, where he settled permanently and has since
resided. Purchasing eighty acres of land in Center Township, one
mile south of the City of. Knox, he settled down on his unimproved
property and so closely applied himself to the wor~ of development that
within a few years he was realizing profits from his well-tilled fields,
and from that time forward his career was one of deserved achievement.
As the years passed he erected a good residence, large barns and out-
buildings, adding to his property and enhancing its value by various im-
provements and becoming known as one of the progressive and substan-
tial men of his township. In 1911, feeling that he had earned a rest
from his strenuous labors, Mr.. Lindley retired from active business life
and came to Knox, where he has since resided on Pearl Street. Although
he is now more than s,eventy-three, years of age, he still takes a keen
interest in the busy life that goes on about him, and is able to manage
his own affairs in as capable a manner as, he did when hard work and
close application were necessities. He is highly esteemed, nGt alone
because of the material success which has rewarded his eJ;forts, but be-
cause of a career that has been characterized by honorable dealing, and
on which there is no stain or blemish.

Mr. Lindley was married in 1862, in Howard. County, Indiana, near
Greentown, to Miss Mary Frances Carr, ,who was Domin :Fayette County,
Indiana, November 27, 1841, and came to Howard County when there
was only one building, a hotel, at what is now the flourishing City of
Kokomo. She is a daughter of John E. and Harriet (Scott) Carr, the
former born in Adams County, Ohio, Jun~ 26, 1816, and died February
11, 1869. Mr. Carr was first a cabinetmaker ~nd later a farmer and
miller. After the death of his first wif~, in 18f;j1, he was married in
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June of that year to one of her friends, Sarah Aldred, of Adams County,
Ohio, and they came to Howard County, Indiana, where they passed the
remaining years of their lives. After Mr. Carr's death, his widow was
married to a Mr. Fleming, and died August 29, 1879. All were ~embers
of the Christian Church.

To Mr. and Mrs.. Lindley the following children have been born:
Josie, who became the .wife of Henry Wetherhole, and died when eighteen
years of age at the birth of her first child; J'. Edward, educated at Knox,
and now a resident of Oregon, married in Nevada, Minnie Crum, and
they have Edna P., Cecil, Mary A., Florence, Ross, Worley C., Linus
and Coral, all in school and well educated; George T., educated in the
public schools of Knox, and the Valparaiso Normal, and now an ab-
stractor and title writer of Omaha, Nebraska, married Emma Yeager,
of Knox, and they have five children-Ruth, a graduate of the Univer-
sity of Nebraska at Lincoln and a teacher, Doris, Clara, Harold and
Ward; and Ernest Jay, a graduate of the Knox High School and the
State University at Bloomington, who became a school teacher and later
a lawyer, and is now prosecutor and attorney for the City of Arapahoe,
Cus!er County, Oklahoma.

Mr. and Mrs. Lindley are consistent members of the Free Methodist
Church. In politics he is a republican, and while not an office seeker
has 'done much to assist in securing good officials alid good laws for his
community.

JOHN W. KURTZ. Becoming a resident of Starke County in his early
childhood, John Wesley Kurtz has achieved prominence and influence in
connection with civic and business affairs in the thriving little City of
Knox, the county seat, where he has held since 1905 the responsible posi-
tion of cashier of the Farmers State Bank. His personal popularity and
executive ability have been potent in the upbuilding of the substantial
business of this representative financial institution of the county and
there is 1:1,11 of consistency in according to him special recognition in this
history.
, Mr. Kurtz was born in Crawford County, Ohio, on the 2d of Decem-

ber, 1862, and is a son of Caleb and Rosanna (Lutz) Kurtz, bOth of whom
were born in the historic old City of Heidelberg, Germany, but the mar-
riage of whom was solemnized at Bucyrus, Crawford County, Ohio, where
Mrs. Kurtz's parents established their home when she was a child of
six years, their immigration from Germany to the United States having
been marked by a voyage on a sailing vessel of the type common to that
period. Caleb Kurtz was reared and educated in his native city and as a
youth of seventeen years he embarked on a sailing vessel, which in .due
time permitted him to land on the shores of his adopted country. From
New York City he finally made his way to Ohio, and at Bucyrus, that
state, he formed the acquaintance of the gracious young woman who
became his wife. After their marriage they resided on a farm near
Broken Sword Creek, that county, until January, 1863, when they came
to Indiana, and established their home in Lake County. Not long after-

4.
.
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ward Caleb Kurtz evinced his ardent loyalty to the land of his adoption,
in that he tendered his services in defense of the Union, by enlisting in a
company organized for the Union service in his home county. After
being with his command in active service for one year and fifteen months,
illness incapacitated him for further field service and he was given his
ho::orable discharge. He returned to his home and there his death
occurred a few months later, as a result of the hardships and arduous
service he had endured and that had brought about the illness which
caused his death, at the age of forty-three years. He was a republican
of ardent loyalty and his religious faith was that of the German Meth.
odist Church. The widowed mother was left to care for her children, all
of whom were young, and nobly did she fulfill the heavy responsibilities
which fell upon her. Of the four children the eldest is Lydia, who has
never married and who resides with her widowed mother at Warsaw,
Kosciusko County; Sarah is the wife of Elijah A. Sheffield, of Los An-
geles, California, and they have no children; John W., of this review,
was the next in order of birth; and Mary, who is the wife of William
Shriner, of Mobile, Alabama, has sons and daughters.

After the death of her husband Mrs. Rosanna Kurtz continued her
residence in. Lake County until the late '60s, when she came with her
children to Starke County, her son John W., of this sketch, having been
six years of age at the time. She established her home on a farm in
California Township, and devoted he.rself with all of loving zeal to pro-
viding for and prope~ly educating her children, whose deep filial love
and solicitude have been her best reward. She developed much business
ability and proved the strength and nobility of her character un<hJr con-
ditions that would have baffled the average woman placed in similar cir-
cumstances. She is now living at Warsaw, this state, vigorous in mind
and physical powers, though she celebrated her eighty-fourth birthday
anniversary in 1914, and she is still active in the management of her
business affairs, the while she is held in loving esteem by all who have
come within the sphere of her gracious influence. ,

Reared to the sturdy discipline of the farm, John W. Kurtz early
began to assist his mother in her vigorous and successful business affairs
and he continued to reside on the farm until he had attained to the age
of eighteen years. He availed himself fully of the advantages afforded
in the publ~c schools of Starke County and supplemented this by a course
in a business college at Richmond, this state, though he had previously
been employed three years as clerk in the hardware store of John Grab-
ner; of Warsaw, Kosciusko County, where the latter is still engaged in
the same lipe of enterprise. Mr. Kurtz was graduated in the business
college as a member of the class of 1884 and he then returned to Starke
County and established his residence at North Judson, where he entered
the employ of Jacob Keller, with whom he continued to be associated
in most pleasing business and friendly relations for nearly fifteen years,
during which Mr. Kurtz received counsel and experience that have
proved of inestimable value to him in later years of fruitful endeavor and
effective service.

.
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In 1900 Mr. Kurtz was made the democratic nominee for the office
of county auditor, and his eligibility and personal hold upon popular
confidence effected his election by a gratifying majority. He gave a
most careful and discriminating administration and at the expiration of
his term of four years he accepted his present position, that of cashier
of the Farmers State Bank of Knox. Mr. Kurt~ is a zealous 'supporter
of the cause of the democratic party, both he and his wife hold member-
ship in the Methodist Episcopal Church, and he is a charter member of
the Knox Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, besides being affiliated
with the local chapter of Royal Arch Masons and having passed official
chairs in ,both. His son likewise holds membership in the lodge.

In the year 1890 was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Kurtz to Miss
Mary Eigenmann, who was born in the City of ChiCago, On the 2d of
August, 1872, and who was thirteen years of age at the time of the family
removal to Starke County, where her father purchased and improved a
large tract of land, of which he finally disposed, thereafter establishing
his home at Hammond, Lake County, where he became the o-wner of
valuable property and where he passed the residue of his life.. 'fhis
sterling citizen, Conrad Eigenmann, was born in Germany and was
seventy-five years of age at the time of his death, in September, 1912, his
wife, whose family name was Fredericks, having likewise been a native
of Germany and 'having been summoned to eternal rest in May, 1909, in
the City of Hammond. Soon after his immigration to the United States
Mr. Eigenmann established his residence in the City of Chicago, and
there he held for a number of years the position of purchasing agent
for the cooperage department of the Conrad Seipp Brewing Company.
In that city was solemnized his marriage, his wife having been a young
girl when she came with another girl from Germany to America and
made Chicago her destination, her marriage occurring about the year
1870. Mr. Eigenmann finally removed to South Chicago, and he erected
the first brick business block in that city, this structure being still in
existence and ,being known as the Eigenmann Building. He became the
pioneer grocer of South Chicago, where he remained until 1887, when
he came to Starke County, Indiana, and purchased a large farm, as pre-
viously noted. This property, in Wayne Township, he sold at the time
of his removal to the City of Hammond, where he passed the remainder
of his life. Both he and his wife were earnest communicants of the
Lutheran Church and in politics he was a staunch democrat. Of the
five children Mrs. ~urtz is the eldest; Frederick is a widower and resides
in the City of Hammond, his only child, Martin, a boy of seven years,
being a member of the family circle of Mr. and Mrs. Kurtz; Emma is the
widow of John Holt and resides at Hammond, her one child being Ster-
ling, a lad of nine years; Minnie is the wife of Frank Ott, of Hammond,
and they have no children; Katharine is the widow of William Sterling
and resides at Hammond, her only child being a son of twelve years.
Mr. and Mrs. Kurtz have one son, Frank W., who was born November
7, 1891, who was graduated in the Knox High School as a member of
the class of 1910, and who is now a successful automobile sales agent,
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with business headquarters at Chicago, where he still remains at the
parental home.

PETER HOLM. For nearly a quarter of a century Peter Holm has
been identified with the substantial citizenship of Starke County. His
usefulness as a business factor has been through his vocation as a car-
penter and as a thrifty farmer, and he has been a resident on section 34
of Oregon Township since 1892. The passing years have seen many
increases in his prosperity, and he is one of the well fixed and influen-
tial men in that section of the county. His first purchase of land was
forty acres, followed by a purchase of a similar amount in 1896, and
later he bought eighty acres in Washington Township in section 4. His
particular attention has been directed to the improvement and cultiva-tion of the home eighty, and at the present time about thirty acres of .

the Washington County land is under the plow. Being a carpenter and
woodworker by profession, he has naturally constructed a substantial
home, has a };louse of seven rooms, and a large barn 30x50 feet. Mr.
Holm has succeeded in raising practically all the crops of Starke County,
grows the various cereals and vegetables, keeps first-class livestock,
cattle and hogs, and much of the value of his land represents his indi-
vidual improvements and labor.

Peter Holm came to Starke County from Chicago, where for fifteen
years he had been a carpenter and cabinetmaker. He 'was born in the
mining district of Sweden, May 11, 1855, grew up there, was educated
in the Swedish schools, learned the trade of cabinetmaker and carpenter,
and was the only member of his immediate family to find a new home
in America. His parents were Andrew and Martha (Forsgrau) Holm,
who were natives of the same province, and spent all their lives there,
the father passing away at the age of fifty-nine and the mother at eighty.
His father was a miner in the iron ore district, and all the family were
brought up in the Lutheran faith. There were five sons and three daugh.
ters, and one of the former and two of the latter are still living in
Sweden. These children are married and have families of their own.

While Peter Holm was growing up in Sweden he learned much
through friends and by reading of the wonderful advantages and re-
sources of the United States. He finally formulated a definite plan to
leave his native land and seek a home in the New World, but was already
the head of a family before he carried out' his plan. He was married in
Sweden to Augusta Lagrien, who was born in the saIpe part of Sweden,
December 24, 1854, and was reared and educated there. Her parents
spent all their lives in Sweden, and her father, John Lagrien, was a
forester in the employ of the government. Her parents were about
sixty-five years of age when they died.

After two children had been born, Peter Holm and wife in 1888 took
leave of their friends and relatives, embarked on a vessel at Guttenberg,
went to England, and from there crossed the Atlantic on the old steam-
ship Lusitania, which is now out of commission. They landed at Boston,
April 3, 1888, and went on directly to Chicago. In Chicago, Peter Holm
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easily found employment in woodworking shops, being a skilled mechanic,
and subsequently rose to the position of foreman, and from that engaged
in contracting on his own account as a house finisher and interior deco.,
rator. While in Chicago he was employed on a number of contracts in
some of the larger and finer residences. Mr. Holm gives as the chief
cause for his leaving Chicago and coming to Starke County the business
depression which began with the Cleveland democratic administration.
That caused a cessation of nearly all building activities, he found busi-
ness unprofitable, and accordingly in 1890 came to Starke County and
bought his first forty acres. Without previous experience as a farmer,
Mr. Holm has like many other men shown the faculty of adaptability to
circumstances, and while he has at different times carried on his trade as
a mechanic, his chief prosperity has come from the soil and as a practical
agriculturist. .

It is in Starke County that Mr. Holm has reared his family and edu-
cated them, and is now able to view his life work as well accomplished,
though he is still a comparatively young man and has much usefulness
ahead of him in the future years. Mr. and Mrs. Holm are the parents
of the following ehildren: Peter, Jr., who was born in Sweden1 October
4, 1877, was educated in Chicago., learned the carpenter trade and is now
living at Hamlet in Starke County. He was married in this county to
Minnie B. Hall, and they have a daughter, Maybelle, born August 29,
1912. Alvin, the second child, was born January 13, 1880, in Sweden,
received his education in Chicago and in Oregon Township of Starke
County, and is still unmarried and lives at home. Herbert, the youngest,
was born September 27, 1894, and is now assisting his father in manag-
ing the farm. The family are members of the Lutheran faith, and the
father and sons are all very strong in their support of the republican

party.

GEORGE W. GREEN. No family has been more closely associated withthe English Lake section of Starke Comity than the Greens. - The late

George W. Green was one of the first settlers in that part of Railroad
Township, and Mrs. Green is stili living at the old home in section 36,
at the village of English Lake, which is a community that has grown up
largely around the nucleus of the railroad station and postoffice estab-
lished so many years ago by the late Mr. Green.

When Mr. Green settled in this part of the county more than half a
century ago, his lo~ation was known as Green's Landing, being situated
at the junction of the Kankakee River and English Lake. At that tiUle
there was no postoffice and no other settlers in the community, and the
nearest place of supply for mail was at San Pierre and Knox, several
miles away, and the trips were made on horseback. George W. Green
and his brother Robert carried the mail from those places in the early
days, and finally secured the establishment of a postoffice, which took
the name English Lake, given in ho~or of an early Indian trader in this
part of Indiana. It was in the '50s that George W. Green bought lana
on the banks of the river, in one of the wildest spots of Starke
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County. He brought his bride to this wilderness home, and for
several years they experienced all the .vicissitudes and hardships as
well as the attractive features of pioneering. George W. Green
possessed the qualities of persistence, endurance and energy which
are requisite to the success of an early set.tler, and with the capable
assistance and counsel of his young wife cleared up, improved and
eventually made a good home. Both became leading factors in that
part of the county, and the history of the English Lake community
revolves largely around the Green homestead. The late Mr. Green estab-
lished the depot on the Pennsylvania Railroad, gave land for the school-
house, and before the building of a regular schoolhouse and the
establishment of a district school a cousin of Mrs. Green had .taught
the few pupils in that neighborhood at the Green home. It is also a
matter of history that the first church meeting was held in the Green
home and they entertained all the itinerant ministers of the gospel and
many travelers through that section. Both were hard-working people,
had the old-fashioned generosity, were hospitable and kindly to friends
and strangers and the records of such lives deserve to be remembered
affectionately by lat~r generations. George W. Green was a great ad-
mirer of President Lincoln and a strong Union man before the war.

George W. Green died at his home at English Lake, November 30,
1899. He was born on the shores of Lake Ontario in Cattaraugus County,
New York, January 22, 1831, grew up and was educated there, and also
in New York City. His father, Amasa Green, had built a hotel a,nd a
public hall in Chicago, and it was one of the early play houses, and
provided a stage on which such early celebrities as Thomas Logan and
others of that generation played, including possibly the late Joseph Jef-
ferson. George W. Green was himself a man of varied talents, and at the
age of sixteen became identified with the stage, and played with a num-
ber of excellent troupes. He became connected with the McVicker organ-
ization, and was an intimate friend of Logan, Joe Jefferson and other
players whose names are familiar to the theater goers of fifty years or so
ago. He made his last appearance on the stage cast with Fanny Dav-
enport.

After his removal to the wilderness about English Lake, George W.
Green assumed a number of responsibilities in connection with the little
settlement. He was general station agent for the Pennsylvania Railway,
express and freight agent and postmaster, all at one time, and for sev-
eral years the business of these different offices was conducted in his
own home. He continued to discharge the duties of all these offices except
that of postmaster until his death.

George W. Green was married in Holley, Orleans County, New York,
December 22, 1862, to Miss Jennie E. Kellogg. Mrs. Green, who is a
woman of unusual intellectual parts, and successful both as a mother
and home-maker and in the management of the business affairs left her
by her husband, was born in Jefferson County, New York, on the St.
Lawrence River, August 15, 1842. She. was reared and educated in her
native state and county, and was about twenty years of age when as a
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young bride she came west to find aJld make a home in the isolated section
of Northwestern Indiana. She is one of the most interesting aJld charm-
ing women of the older generation in Starke County, and has many inter-
esting recollections of the time spent there by herself and husband. She
comes of a family stock that has produced prominent men and women. Her
father, Dickinson B. Kellogg, was born in Copenhagen, New York, and
died at the home of his daughter, Mrs. Green, at English Lake in 1890
at the age of seventy-two. His brother, Alfred Kellogg, was Ii- member
of the Supreme Court of New York, and a cousin of the celebrated Clara
Louise Kellogg, who was born in the same year as Mrs. Green, and
who was one of the best-known figures in grand opera circles both in
America and abroad, aJld is known to most concert goers of recent years.
Dickinson B. Kellogg's wife, whose maiden name was Cornelia Essel-
styne, died at English Lake in 1893 at the age of seventy-five. The Kel-
loggs were all members of the Episcopal Church. Mrs. Green aJld a

. sister, Helen Kellogg, now live together at the old h()me at English Lake.
Mrs. Green is the mother of three children. Nellie is the wife of Jesse
Selvage of English Lake. Lillian C., who like her sister was educated
both in Starke County and in Chicago, is the -wife of G. M. Chapman,
now of Chicago, and they have a son, Kenneth, fifteen years of age and
'attending school. Halley K. Green was for a number of years connected
with the Pennsylvania Railway Company and is now a farmer operating
a part of the Green homestead at English Lake; he married Seraphine
Bodecker of Chicago, of German parentage, and they have one son,
George W., born March 31,1909.

JOHN F. STINSON. For about thirty years a resident of Starke
Coupty, John F. Stinson's career has been characterized by that steady
industry and quiet efficiency which has enabled him to discharge im-
portant responsibilities and bear his part of the burdens of the world's
activities. His home during all these years has been near the Kankakee
River at the Kankakee Oil Station in section 34 in the north end of Rail-
road Township. Mr. Stinson owns thirty acres of very fine land in that
community, and in 1911 erected a substantial eight-room house, painted
an apple green colQr, and surrounded with good farm buildings. It is a
pleasant country home, and also represents a profitable investment and
a going business.

However, farming with Mr. Stinson has been only an investment and
side line. He came to the county in 1884 and for several years was
employed by the Erie Railroad, and twenty-five years ago became con-
nect!;!d with the Indiana Pipe Line Company at the Kankakee Station
on the Kankakee River in Railroad Township. He helped to unload the
first carload of lumber which went into the construction of the company's
buildings at that place. The company erected there one of its large
pumping stations, originally with six boilers, and the capacity has since
been increased from 20,000 pounds per day to more than forty thousaJld
pounds. Mr. Stinson remained with the company, first as a man of all
work and later as a fireman until July, 1913, when, on account of his
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long and faithful service, he was retired on a pension, with a record of
nearly twenty-four years of constant and vigilant duty.

John F. Stinson was born near Abington, Wayne County, Indiana,
March 1, 1853., and' grew up and was educated there, living on a farm
until he came to Starke County. His parents were Aaron and Sarah
(Jarrett) Stinson. His father was born in North Carolina and his
mother in West Virginia. While hardly pioneers,. they were settlers
in the heavy and unbroken timber, and the father spent many years of
his life in clearing up and developing his place. They lived in a log
cabin home for a number of years, and finally built a large brick hou~,
in which their declining years were passed in comfort. The father died
at the age of sixty-four and the mother when nearly seventy. He was
a democrat in politics, and while they affiliated with no one church,
they practiced the principles of Christianity in their daily lives.

John F. Stinson was the sixth in a family of eight sons, named as
follows: Monroe, a retired farmer living in Wayne County and head of . .
a family; George, who died in Wayne County, leaving a family; Nathan,
who died'in Wayne County, unmarried; Joshua, who died when quite
an old man in Wayne County, where he had been a farmer, leaving two
sons; Ira, who lives near the old home in Wayne County and is a bach-
elor; John F.; William D., who died leaving a wife and son and daugh-
ter; Norris, who lives in Centerville, Wayne County, and is married
but has no children. I

John F. Stinson was married in Union - County, Indiana, to Miss

Mary Dye. She was born in Putnam County, Indiana, in 1858 and died
at her home in Starke County in 1906, aged forty-nine. She is buried at
North Judson, and was a member of the United Brethren Church. Her
children are mentioned as follows: Anna, who died after her marriage
to Newton Baker, a Starke County citizen whose sketch will be found
f)n other pages; Olive, wife of Charles Brand of Chicago; Grace, who
married Thomas Rif5hardson of Chicago, and has three children, Ernest,
Ralph and Bernice; Omer, who is married and lives in Chicago and has
an infant son; John, who lives in Chicago, is married, but without chil-
dren; Ralph, a resident of Chic~go, engaged in the wholesale candy busi-
ness, and recently .married; Pearl, wife of Garnett Richardson, of Chi-
cago; Howard, a young man who lives at home with his father. Mr.
Stinson and sons are members of the democratic party.

JOSEPH ROZHON. In almost every state of the Union will be found
colonies and individuals of Bohemian people, and wherever they go devel-
opment and prosperity follow in their wake. They have been peculiarly
successful as farmers, and some of the thriftiest agricultural communi.,

'" ties in the country are those populated by former residents of that ancient
kingdom in Central Europe. One of the leaders among the Bohemian
colonists o~ Starke County is Josep~ Rozhon, who has for about twenty-

""--five years been identified with this county, and now ha~ a fine homestead
. in section 25 of Railroad Township.

Joseph Rozhon was born in Bohemia, March 9, 1848, and his family
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had been identified with that country for many generations and repre-
sented the best stock. His parents were Charles and Frances (Kral)
Rozhon, also natives of Bohemia. His father was a farmer and' lived near
Christ Tibalt. Joseph was the only child of his parents, .since his father
died soon after his birth. The widowed mother then married Charles
Fort of the same locality, and when Joseph Rozhon was about twenty-
five years of age the family left Bohemia, journeyed through Germany,
to Bremen, and on the steamship America crossed the ocean, and after a
voyage of sixteen days landed in New York City. From New York they
went direct to Chicago, and arrived in that city May 16, 1873, less than
two years after the great fire. In Chicago Mr. Fort and Joseph Roz~on
found employment as laborers. Mr. Fort died in 1903, when nearly
eighty years of age. His widow survived him three years, and when she
passed away in 1906 was past seventy years of age. Both Mr. Fort and
wife were reared and always remained faithful to the Catholic Church.
Mr. Rowon's mother by her marriage to Mr. Fort had two children:
Anna, who died in October, 1899, while John, Mer brother, had died in
Bohemia when an infant.

Joseph Rozhon was still single when the family came to America, and
in 1874 was married in Chicago to Barbara Kral. She was born in the
same locality in Bohemia as her husband, December 5, 1857, and came
to this country with her parents, Frank and Catherine Kral, in 1873,
at the same time with the Fort and Rozhon family. Frank Kral and
wife died in Chicago, he at the age of eighty-five and his wife when in
middle life, leaving five children, one son and four daughters. All of
them married, all had children, and all except Mrs. Rozhon now live
in Chicago and are thrifty and successful people and active members of
different Catholic churches in that city.

Joseph Rozhon and wife continued to live in Chicago after their mar-
riage until 1888, in which year they came to Starke County. Mr. Rozhon
bought 120 acres in section 25 of Railroad Township, and there with
the help of his capable wife started to make a home. The land was an
unattractive wilderness, and presented most formidable obstacles in the
way of development. It was covered with forest growth and was partly
swamp. In the course of subduing the wildness of this land Mr. Rozhon
built a substantial frame house, cleared off the timber, drained the
swamp, and year after year marked a rising tide in his prosperity as a
farmer. He added to his first purchase another tract of eighty acres,
and the 200 acres now constitute a splendid home, noted for its fine crops
of corn, oats, wheat and potatoes. Mr. Rozhon keeps seven good horses,
a herd of from twenty-five to thirty cattle, and a large number of hogs,
and feeds most of his grain crops to his own stock. His farm buildings

- make an attractive group, all of them painted red, the barn being 22 by 60
feet, surrounded with granaries, corn cribs, and other outbuildings.

Mr. and Mrs. Rozhon have worked hard to provide prosperity for
themselves and for their children. Their children John, Frank and
Ann~ died in infancy in Chicago. Thre~ other children, John (second),
Rudolph aQd Mary, died when infants in Starke County, and their son
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Joseph died in 1911 at the age of thirty-four. The living children are:
James, who is now a carpenter in North Judson, and by his marriage
to Julia Rechtka has two sons and two daughters; Rosa, the wife of
August Kadlec, lives in Naperville, Illinois, her husband being a shoe-
maker there, and they have one daughter; Julia is the wife of Edward
Smart, who is a foreman on the Erie Railway and lives in North Judson,
and they are the parents of two sons and one daughter; Otto ,L., who
was born in Chicago, September 17, 1887, was, like the other children,
educated in Starke County, and for the past two years has had the prac-
tical oversight and supervision of the home farm; Frank, who married
Mary Horek of Chicago, is a carpenter in that city and has a son and
daughter; Louis lives at home and assists in managing the farm; Henry
and Albert are both in the parochial schools of North Judson. The son
Otto is one of the most progressive young farmers and citizens .of Rail-
road Township, and recently was a popular candidate for the office of
township assessor, and though defeated, his popularity and substantial
qualities with more mature years will bring him into prominence in local
affairs. He is a member of the Catholic Order of Foresters, in which he
has served as treasurer and as vice chief ranger. All the family are
members of the Catholic Church of North Judson, and the father and
sons are-democraj;.!}:, in politics.

LEONARD RENNEWANZ. Representing the solid virtues and qualifica-
tions of the old German stock, Leonard Rennewanz has for more than
thirty years been one of the leading citizens and business men of Rail-
road Township;" the center of his activities being the prosperous little
Village of San Pierre. He has built up a good business as a merchant,
Itnd for a number of years held the office of trustee of Railroad Town-
ship, and the public schools and many other township improvements
were well handled by Trustee Rennewanz. He was first elected township
trustee in 1894. At that tjme the regular term of trustee was four years,
but by a readjustment in the law his term of office ran for six years. In
1904 he was again elected to the office for the regular four-year term, and
after completing ten years of service in the aggregate, retired from
office on January 1, 1909.

Leonard Rennewanz is a native of Germany, was born at Frederick-
berg in West Prussia, September 9, 1859. His parents were Ferdinand
and Louise (Loerhke) Rennewanz. Her father was a lifelong school
teacher. Both parents were born and spent all their lives in West
Prussia, the father passing away in 1884 at the age of sixty-five and the
mother in 1885 at the age of sixty-six. They were thrifty, honest and
estimable people of the farmer class, and attended and were members of
the Evangelical or State Church of Prussia. Their large family com-
prised twelve sons and daughters, several of whom died young. One
daughter, Mrs. Daniel Tessmer, is stilll£Ving in the Province of Posen,
and has a family of three daughters and four' sons, all the sons being
officers in the German army during the present European war. Besides
Leonard there were three other sons who came to America, Fred, Charles
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and Albert, and Charles only is still living, being seventy years of age
and a farmer in Minnesota. ThfJBe three sons on coming to America, all
located in the State of Minnesota, were farmers there, and subsequently
engaged in merchandising. They all married and had families. The
son Albert served as a soldier in the American Civil war.

Leonard Rennewanz, who was among the younger children, grew up
and received the substantial education given to Prussian youth, and at

\

the age of nineteen enlisted and was assigned to duty in the German
civil service. He spent three years in training and in the performance
of duties to the government, and in 1882 began life for himself. In that
year he married Emily Tessmer, who was born and lived in the same
neighborhood with him. She was a daughter of Michael and Louise
(Myer) T~ssmer, who were farming people in West Prussia, and both
died there when past sixty years of age during the decade of the '80s.
The Tessmers were also members of the Evangelical Church.

In 1883, about a year after their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Rennewanz
embark~d on a vessel at HambUrg and on June 14th set sail for the
United States. After landing in New York City they came on west as
far as San Pierre in Starke County, but soon afterward, presumably
upon advice of one of his brothers, went on to Minnesota and spent a
few months at Granite Falls in that state. It was while in Minnesota
that their first son and child, Hugo, was born September 21, 1883. In
the early spring of 1884 Mr. Rennewanz brought his faIJllly back to
Starke County, and since that time has been continuously identified by
residence with SahPierre. He is a naturalized citizen 'of the United
.States. With the exception of. the first year he has followed general
merchandising as his occupation. For the pa~t thirteen years the store
has largely 'been handled by his children, while he has been much on
the road as a commercial salesman, representing a wholesale grocery
house. He also does a considerable business in insurance lines, repre-
senting three fire insuranc~ companies and one company of life insur-
ance.

It is as a republican that Mr. Rennewanz has done most of his civic
work, and for the past twenty years has been one of the leading factors
in local politics, and throughout that time has held a place on some party
committee. For the past eight years he has held a commission as notary
public. His sons are also republicans. Mr. Rennewanz is a member of
the Illinois Commercial Men's Association. .

His family of children are: Hugo M. A., who was born in Minne-
sota as above stated, was educated in the public schools, and is now
following the trade of carpenter and house decorator; Marie L., born
March 3, 1886, was educated in the public schools, and by her marriage to
Philip White, a farmer and stock dealer at Glendale, Arizona, has three
children, Glenn, Harold and Maxine; Martha, born July 21, 1888, re-
ceived a good education and has developed into a successful young busi-
ness woman and is now managing her father's store at San Pierre;
George C., born May 21, 1892, is living at home and employed in the
store; Meta R., born April 28, 1895" was educated in the common schools,
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graduated from the North Judson High School, and also attended Val-
paraiso University, and for the past three years has been a successful
teacher. The family are all members of the Evangelical Church and
have been very useful in keeping up church affairs. The daughter Marie
was for several years organist in the church, and was then succeeded by
her sister Martha, who still holds that position. Mr. Rennewanz is a
former trustee of the church and at present. is superintendent of its
Sunday school.

GERHARD H. ALBERDING. The Alberding family has been identified
with Starke County at San Pierre and along the Pulaski County line for
nearly half a century. They are of the old substantial German stock,
thrifty, honest and reliable people, farmers for the most part, but with
inclinations to mechanical pursuits, and those who have been repre-
sented in this section of Indiana hav!' always proved useful and valuable
citizens. The late GerhardH. Alberding was only one of the family who
established homes in Starke County at an early day, and before his
death he had cleared up and improved a valuable farm, .now occupied

. by Mrs. Alberding, and situated partly in Pulaski County and partly in
section 31 of Railroad Township in Starke County.

Gerhard H. Alberding was born" in Oldenburg, Germany, March 12,
1840, and was in his seventy-third year when death summoned him from
his home in Cass Township of Pulaski County on December 28, 1912.
He was a son of August and Dorothy (Stolle) Alberding, both of whom
were natives of Oldenburg, Germany. They were married there, and
August Alberding followed his trade at Wildeshausen. After their
children had grown up, and several years before the Civil war in Amer-
ica, he emigrated to America, lived for a time at Versailles, Indiana,
later at Indianapolis, then at Noblesville, and about 1866 settled in San
Pierre of Starke County. August Alberding and his brother Herman
established a home in this little village, located on Broadway, where the
Falvey store is now located. There he opened a shoe shop and also estab-
lished the first and only tannery of San Pierre. It was likewise the first
shoe shop in the village. August Alberding was an expert at his trade,
and worked industriously at tanning leather and making boots and shoes
for the people of that locality. Though a man of unassuming disposi-
tion, with his mind and energies concentrated on his chosen trade, he

. exercised a considerable influence among the foreign population in that

section, and all newcomers recognized that they could place every de-
pendance upon him for practical assistance and good advice. August
Alberding died at San Pierre, in 1888, when past eighty-four years of
age. For a short time they had lived in the State of Alabama, and while
there his son's wife died. They were Lutheran Church people, and in
politics he was a democrat. One son, Fred, enlisted for service in the
Civil war and died "while in a hospital during the war. Another son,
Herman, died at Versailles., Indiana, leaving a widow and large family.
A daughter, Dora, married Leonard Koch, who is now a widow aged
about eighty-seven, lives in Nebraska, and has a number of children.



HISTORY OF STARKE COUNTY 701

The late Gerhard H. Alberding grew up 8.nd received his education
in his native land, and was married there January 26, 1866, to Miss
Gazen Lueken. She was born at Ahlhorn in the Province of Oldenburg
on a farm, November 20,1841. Her parents were Johann H. and Cather-
ine M. (Wilke) Lueken, both natives of Oldenburg. In 1869 they fol-
lowed Mr. and Mrs. Alberding to America and located in Railroad Town-
ship of Starke County, buying a farm and remaining on it until they
died. Mr. Lueken was eighty years of age at the time of his death, and
his wife passed away before she was sixty-three. They were Lutheran
Church people, and Mr. Lueken was a democrat and a highly respected
citizen of Starke County. The living children in the Lueken family are:
William, Henry, August, Mrs. Alberding, Mrs. Catherine Kuster of
North Judson, Mrs. Anna Kluth of Lafayette, Indiana, and Mrs. Char-
lotta Hine of Pulaski County. William Lueken was a general merchant
in San Pierre, Indiana, for fourteen years in the same location, which is
now occupied by John Dolezal.

For about two years after their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Alberding con-
tinued to live in Germany, and in July, 1868, embarked on a vessel
named the Vaser at Bremerhaven and after a voyage of several weeks
were landed at Castle Garden in New York City. From there they
came on west to Indiana, traveling part of the way by water and part
by railroad, and thus arrived in CaBS Township of Pulaski County. Mr.
Alberding bought a place of 160 acres which had been acquired by his
brother Herman in the previous year. It still had almost no improve-
ments to distinguish it from the wild and virgin land of this section, and
the first home occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Alberding was a log cabin. In
clearing up this land Mr. Alberding showed the energy and resourceful-
ness of the true pioneer, and long before his death had made a home
which compared favorably with any of the farms in that section. At
his death the ownership of the 440 acres passed to Mrs. Alberding, who
still lives there with some of her children and is one of the splendid I

women who have contributed their share of work to the development of
Northwestern Indiana. Mrs. Alberding and family are members of
the San Pierre Evangelical Church. Mr. Alberding was a democrat
and his sons follow him in the same political faith.

The children are briefly mentioned as follows: Catherine is the wife
of Henry Menge, and she now lives with her mother and has three chil-
dren, Ella, Frances and Esther. Ella D., born August 19, 1894, was
educated in the public schools and wedded John Dolezal, May 5, 1915,
and resides in San Pi~rre. Frances W. G., born May 29,1897, is a grad-
uate of the common schools and also attended the high school. Esther R.
C., born April 3, 1900, is now in the eighth grade of the public schools.
Herman G., the oldest son, who lives at Winamac, Indiana, married
Christina Walter, and they have children, Gertrude and Walter. August
H., who is railway agent at Salem, Indiana, married Huldah Baker, and
has two children, Francis and Leroy. Henry F., who is a mail carrier
living at North Judson, married first Mary Matson and they had one
child, Millie, and his second marriage was to Nettie Graber, and they
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have one child, Arlis. Dora Sophia is the wife of Fred Kroft, a farmer
near Medaryville, and has three sons and one daughter, Louis, George,
Ella and Floyd. George, who is a locomotive engineer employed by the
Vandalia Railroad, living at Logansport, married Hanna H. Weisharr,
and has three children, Edna, Mildred and Harold. Carl J., who lives
on a part of his mother's homestead, located in Railroad Township of
.Starke County, married Eletha Sparks, and has four children, Olive,
Wilber, Irene and Ralph.

FRED KINGMAN is an Illinois man, learned the art of farming in one
of the best counties in that state, and finally brought his experience, his
enterprise and good judgment to Starke County, and has since been a
decided factor in the improvement and solid agricultural industry of
Railroad Township: His home place is in section 8 of that township,
where he has eighty acres of black loam soil, gravel and clay subsoil,
and as a result of his labor and good management has r{lade it one of the
model places in this community. Besides his home farm he owns 160
acres in section 16 of the same township, and has that well improved
with a set of substantial farm buildings. Both farms are in the famous
Valley of the Kankakee River, where the land is apparently of inex-
haustible fertility and under the modern conditions brought about by
drainage is rapidly becoming the most valuable land anywhere in the
state. Mr. Kingman bought the)60 acres about ten years ago and two
years later bought the eighty acres comprising the place where he lives.

Fred Kingman came to Starke County, Indiana, from Grundy
County, Illinois, where he grew up. He was born at Wheaton in DuPage
County, Illinois, March 21, 1858, and when a small child was taken by
his parents to Grundy County. He is a son of Reuben T. and Elinor
(Rickertson) Kingman. Both his parents were natives of New York
State, but came west when young people and were married in Platteville,
Illinois, and the father spent most of his active career in DuPage and
Grundy counties. While a farmer, he was also an expert mechanic and
house carpenter, and did much business as a contractor. Late in life
he moved out to Carroll County, Iowa, about 1890, and died there in 1907
when at the venerable age of eighty-seven years. Both he and his wife
are long-lived people, and his widow was living with a daughter at Mazon,
Illinois, at the time of her death, in January, 1915, when past the age
of ninety-one. She was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church
and in politics" the father was a republican. In the family there were
thirteen children, eleven of whom grew up, and three sons and three
daughters are still living, all married. Fred Kingman was the seventh
in order of birth.

Mr. FJ:ed Kingman was married at Mazon, Grundy County, Illinois,
to Miss Ella L. Murray. Mrs. Kingman was born in Grundy County in
December, 1860, was reared on a farm and well educated, and has been
a most competent co-worker with her husband and shares in the credit
of their joint achievements. Her parents were August O. and L~dia
(Isham) Murray, both now deceased, both of whom were born in the
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eastern states and came early ro Grundy County, Illinois, where her
father became an extensive farmer and was a successfUl business man.

Mr. and Mrs. Kingman have a fine family of children. Merle is the
wife of Burdette Barrett, a farmer in Grundy County, Illinois, and their
two children, Berle and Everett, are both in school. Clarence, the sec-
ond child, who died in Chicago at the age of twenty-seven, married Nellie
Woodland, and left two sons and one daughter, Gordon, Clarence and
Ethel. Ralph, who resides at San Pierre, married Hattie Baker and has
one son, Clyde. Lloyd, who like the other children received the best of
educational advantages, and was graduated from high school, was a
successfUl teacher at Ora in Starke County, and married Eunice Replo-
gle: He is a resident of Glendale, Arizona, at the present time. Murray,
who is still unmarried and living at home, was educated' in the local
public school. Lamar, now in the seventh grade of the public schools.

Mr. Kingman has always been a substantial adherent of the repub-
lican party and has taken much part in local affairs. In November, 1914,
his home district elected him a member of the board of county'commis-
sioners, representing Railroad, Jackson and Wayne townships.

Mr. and Mrs. Kingman acquired their fine landed property in Starke
County through her father, Mr. Murray, who was an extensive land
owner not only in Grundy County, Illinois, but also in Starke and Mar-
shall counties, Indiana. Both Mr. and Mrs. Kingman are people whose
presence means much for the advancement and betterment of any com-
munity where they live. Mrs. Kingman besides looking carefu1.ly after
the interests of her own home and family, has done much for the good
of her community and there are few residents of Railroad Township
who exercise a more beneficial influence than Mrs. Kingman.

MICHAEL SWANSON. In various states and localities of America the
splendid qualities of the Swedish farmer have been demonstrated and
there is perhaps no other class who have proved themselves better able
to cope with the problemg of country life than the Swedish people. A
more than representative man of this class in Starke County is Michael
Swanson, who has brought to the management of the L. A. Page 240-acre
farm in section 9 of Railroad Township a broad experience, a thorough
judgment, a record of thrifty and intelligent labor, and the best proof
of his success is seen in the carefUl and methodical arrangement of the
farm and in what it has produced since he took charge. The farm has
many acres of fine sandy loam soil, and all the .equipment is first class.
There is a substantial six-story room, two-story dwelling, a large barn 30
by 100 feet, well arranged for stock and grain, and Mr. Swanson keeps
good grades of cattles, horses and hogs. He is proficient, both as a pro-
ducer of the crops 'of the soil and as a manager of live stock.

Michael Swanson came ro this farm in 1908, and his neighbors give
him high prai~e for the success he has made. Mr. Swanson has been a
resident of Starke County since 1900 and has spent the last fifte:n years
as a contracting or leasing farmer and stock raiser. He has worked
hard, has made a good living for his family, and has more surplus: than
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the average Indiana farmer. For about twenty-five years Mr. Swanson
was a resident of Chicago, and during most of that time was engaged in
the grocery trade, having built up a good business and enjoying consid-
erable success in spite of the strenuous competition in that field. He
has had no cause to regret leaving the city and engag~ng in the mOre
independent life of farmer. Before going to Chicago Mr. Swanson spent
about five years at Paxton, Illinois, where he first located after coming
to America in 1870.

Michael Swanson was born in Lund, Sweden, July 16, 1854, and was
educated partly there and partly in Illinois. His parents were Swedish
farmers, Swan and Anna (Anderson) Swanson, both natives of Lund,
Sweden, where they were married and spent their lives as farmers. His
father died'there at the age of seventy-nine and his mother at the age of
sixty-nine. Both were confirmed in and lived as members of the Lutheran
Church. There were four sons and three daughters., Michael Swanson
came to America with an older sister, Mary, coming through Germany
to Liverpool and thence in a vessel to Quebec, Canada, and finally reach-
ing Paxton, Illinois. Mary Swanson was married in Illinois, and two
other daughters, Jennie and Bengta, also came to this country, the former
having married in America and the latter in Sweden, and both are now
living and have families in the State of Minnesota. Mr. Swanson's
brother Andrew is married and lives in Sweden, following the occupa-
tions of farmer and merchant.

Michael Swanson was married in Chicago, December 5, 1888, to Miss
Janny Mary Johnson, who was born in Smoland, Sweden, February 5,
1864. She was reared and well educated in her native .land, where her
father, Jonas Danielson, was a farmer until his death at the age of
forty-nine. The widow, whose maiden name was Mary PetersoL\, some
time later brought part"of her family to America to join her daughters
who had preceded her, and had located in Chicago, Illinois. There Mrs.
Swan~on 's mother died July 21, 1902, at the age of seventy-seven, She
was a lifelong member of the Lutheran Church, as were other memb~rs
of her family. Mrs. Swanson has several brothers and sisters living:
Albert, who is married and has a family and lives in Chicago; Charles,
of the same city, is married and bas children; Hilda is the wife of Rev.
John Forsell, a Baptist minister in Providence, Rhode Island; Almeda
is unmarried and living in Chicago.

Mr... and Mrs. Swanson have two well educated and promising chil-
dren: Leila Alberta, the daughter, was born in Chicago, January 10,
'1890, and in May, 1913, graduated as a trained nurse at the Augustana
Hospital of Chicago, and bas.already begun the work of her noble pro-
fession. Luther Mangus, the son, was born October 14, 1895, in ChicagQ,
has completed the eight grades in public school, and is now assisting his
father on the farm. Mr. Swanson is a republican, and that brand of
politic.s has also proved acceptable to his son.

JOSEPH NEWTON BA~. An institution of Starke County that should
receive some special mention in a history is the Kankakee station of the
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Indiana Pipe Line Company, located in section 34 of Railroad Town-
ship, at a poin~ on the Kankakee River known as Kankakee. This is
one of the many pumping plants over the country located along the great
arteries of pipe lines which serve as carriers in conveying the fluid oil
from the sources of supply to the refineries and various distributing
stations and markets of the world. While much less conspicuous and
less known to the general public, these pipe lines, which in the aggregate
comprise a mileage of many thousands, serve the same purposes in the

. transportation of fluid oil as the railroads do in the carriage of those
classes of freight best adapted to them. The Kankakee station is one
of the largest of its kind in Indiana, and is an important industry, and
has been established and in operation through this section since the fall
of 1889. The general manager of the Indiana Pipe Line Company, with
supervision over this section, is Mr. A. C. Beeson, with offices in Hunt-
ington, Indiana. The Kankakee station has eight regular m~n on the
staff, besides extra help when needed. This staff comprises one engineer
in charge, two assistant engineers, two firemen, two assistant firemen,
and one telegraph operator.

Newton Baker, manager and engineer in charge, has had the chief
supervision of the Kankakee station for the last nineteen years. He is
an expert in all details of pipe line operation, and his proficiency and
fidelity are highly valued by the company. Newton Baker was born in
Starke County in Railroad Township, July 14, 1871, and grew up on a
farm and received his education not far from where his scene of employ-
ment now is. He has been identified with the pipe line industry almost
since its installation in Starke County, and for the first nine years was ..
in the engine room, and then became acting engineer.

His father, Charles H. Baker, was born in Steuben County, New
York, August 25, 1842, was reared and educated in this state, visited
Starke County before the war, but enlisted as a soldier at Jacksonville,
Illinois, and served with an Illinois regiment from 1863 until 1866,. as a
private and corporal. He saw some of the heavy campaigns in the South
during the last two years of the war, and the day he reached the age
of twenty-one was on board a transport crossing the Gulf of Mexico.
After his honorable discharge he came back to Starke County, and was
married here to Sarah Headly. She was born in Richwood, Union
County, Ohio, January 1, 1845, and died at the old homestead in Rail-

. road Township, September 22, 1899. She had come to this county with
her parents, Amos and Nancy (Wenneger) Headly, when she was a
child. Her father died on his farm in this county, and with other mem-
bers of the Headly family is now at rest in the San Pierre Cemetery.
Charles H. Baker died on the old farm in Railroad Township, Decem-
ber 28, 1914. Through his industry he had improved a good estate, and
was a man held in high esteem among all the old settlers for his excel-
lent record as ~ soldier, a farmer and citizen.. He was one of the last of
the old timers in Buckeye Settlement. Politically he was a republican,
and while he and his wife were reared in the Methodist Church, they
attended as a matter of convenience the United Brethren Society.45 I
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Newton Baker was the second in the family of children. Those living
besides himself are: Amelia, wife of Joseph McVey of Bass Station,
Starke County, and the mother of three daughters and four sons; Charles
H., who is unmarried and is a motorman in Chicago; Anna, wife of
Charles Hansen, who is one of the firemen at the Kankakee Oil Pumping
Works, and they have a family of three sons and three daughters.

Newton Baker was married in Laporte County to Miss Lilla Tesmar.
She was born in Ge~many in 1877, and when seven years of age came
to the United States with her parents John and Gusta (Abrams) Tesmar,
who lacated in Starke County, where her father was a railroad laborer
and later a farmer in Laporte County. Her mother died i.n" Laporte
County Apil 8, 1908, at an age past fifty, and her father is still living
there about seventy years of age. He is a member of the Lutheran
Church and a democrat in politics. There were thirteen children who
grew up in the Tesmar family, and twelve are living, most of them ~ar-
ried and residents of Indiana.

Mr. and Mrs. Baker are the parents of four childrE!n: Maudie May,
now fifteen years of age and in school; Ethel, aged fourteen, a school
girl; Clarence, aged ten, and attending school; and Ernest, seven years
of age and already entered at the public schools. It is a brigIit family
of children, and all are making rapid progress in their studies. Mr.
Baker is affiliated with the Ancient Order of Unite"d Workmen.

FRANK BURIJANEK. Though a representative of the greatly
valued element of Bohemian citizenship in Starke County, this
well known and influential citizen of North Judson is a native
of the United States and in his loyalty, sympathy and spirit repre-
sents the best type of American citizenship. He is numbered among the
representative business men of North Judson, where he is manager of
the North Judson Milling Company, and where he is known as a man
of marked progressiveness, vigorous intellootuality and distinctive public
spirit. He has been a resident of Starke County from infancy and has
here marked the passing years with worthy achievement, has held various
local offices of public trust and has secure place in popular esteem, his
status in the community being such as to entitle him specially to recog-
nition in this history.

Mr. Burijanek was born in the City of Chicago, on the 14th of Feb-
ruary, 1875, and thus was about two years old at the time of his parents'
removal to Starke County, in 1877. He acquired his education in the
public schools of Wayne Township and in addition to his knowledge of
English he speaks and writes with facility the language of his ancestors,
the Bohemian. Mr. Burijanek was reared to adult age on his father's
farm, in Wayne Township, and prior to assuming his present business.
association he had gained a place as one of the representative agricul-
turists and stQck-growers of this township. They lived 9n their farm
until their removal to North Judson in 1912. In July, 1914, he became
manager of the North Judson Milling Company, which represents one
of the important industrial enterprises of this part of the county, and
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in this connection he has shown himself to be a man of excellent business
capacity and executive ability.

Mr. Burijanek is still the owner of his well imptoved farm, in sec-
tion 29, Wayne Township, and here he has been successful not only as
an agriculturist but also as a stock-raiser. On his farm are maintained
the best grades of Red Jersey cattle and Poland-China swine, to the
breeding of which he has given special attention. The excellent farm
buildings include a good house of seven rooms and a substantial barn
that is 24 by 44 feet in dimensions, besides which the place has ade.quate
granaries and corn cribs and a large and well equipped poultry house.
In 1902 he was elected highway supervisor of the township and in 1906
he was chosen a member of the township advisory board, theSe prefer-
ments indicating the popular appreciation of his ability and civic loyalty.
Mr. Burijanek was influential in local affairs while residing on his farm
and in 1908 he was elected township assessor, of which office he con-
tinued the efficient and valued incumbent until the 1st of January, 1915,
and at present is deputy assessor. In 1914 he was a candidate for the
office of township trustee, but was defeated in the primary or nominating
election by a small. margin and on the fifth ballot. In politics he is a
stalwart democrat and is influential in the local councils of his party.

Mr. Burijanek is a son of Matthew and Mary (Kral) Burijanek, both
natives of the Kingdom of Bohemia, where the former was born in 1843
and the latter in 1845, their marriage having there been solemnized in
1868. In 1873 the family immigrated to the United States, embark-
ing at Bremen, Germany, on the ship America, by which they made
the voyage across the Atlantic to'New York City. From the national
metropolis they continued their journey to Chicago, and in 1877 they
came thence to Starke County, Indiana. Here Matthew Burijanek
rented five acres of land in Wayne Township, 1Y2 miles distant from
North Judson, and later he purchased twenty acres at a point one mile
further to the south. There he engaged in farming on a modest scale,
but his energy and careful management enabled him to achieve success
in his operations, so that he eventually accumulated a valuable landed
estate of 270 acres and became one of the,most industrious and, prosperous
farmers of Wayne Township. He continued'to reside on his homestead
farm, a sturdy, upright and honored citizen, until his death, which
occurred on the 24th of October, 1909. ".!fis widow afterward resided
in the home 'of her daughter, Mrs. John Jachim, of Wayne Township,
an~ passed away March 21, 1915. She was an attendant of the Cath-
olic Church each Sunday, she being a devout communicant o(the same,
as was also her husband, all of the children likewise being earnest com-
municants. Of. the seven children Frank, of this sketch, was the fourth
in ~rder of birth~ Ann~ and Barbara are dead, and all the living chil-
dren are married except Katherine, who is a member of a Catholic sister-
hood, under the religious name of Sister Marie Anna, and who is now
identified with ~ charitable school m~intained under church auspices at
Lisle, illinois.

In the year 1906 was solemnized the marriage of Frank Burijanek
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to Miss Sophia Dusek, who was born in the City of Chicago, on the 15th
of May, 1884, and who was two years of age at the time of her parents'
removal to Starke County, where she was reared and educated. She is
a daughter of Frank V. and Anna (Fijala) Dusek, both natives of
Bohemia, their marriage having been solemnized in the Town of San
Pierre, after which they moved to Chicago~ wher~ they lived until 1887,
and then moved back to their farm in Wayne Township. Mr. Dusek is
now the owner of an excellent farm of 120 acres in Wayne Township,
is one of the substantial agriculturists of the county, is a democrat in
politics and both he and his wife are communicants of the Catholic
Church. Of their large family of children Mrs. Burijanek is the only
daughter and both she and her husband are zealous and liberal com-
municants of the Catholic Church in their home town. They have three
children: Mary A., who was born February 1, 1908; Appolina B.; who
was born April 10, 1913; and Magdalina T., who was born October 13,
1914.

WORTHINGTON S. CARNES. One of the most substantial families of
Starke County is represented by the above named resident of Railroad
Township. Their record of residence here covers more than half a cen-
tury. They are the class of people who fearlessly choose the lot of
pioneering, establish a home in a country scarcely redeemed from the
primitive wilderness, and by exercise of manly strength and moral
courage contribute an important share to the comforts and means of
existence enjoyed by later generations.

Worthington S. Carnes was born in Union County, Ohio, July 13,
1862, a son of Cyrus N. and Catherine (Wynegar) Carnes. His father
was born in Knox County, Ohio, a son of William Carnes, of Virginia,
and of Irish ancestry. The mother was born in Muskingum County,
Ohio, a daughter of William Wynegar, and was of German stock. Wil-
liam Carnes lived and died in Ohio. William Wynegar and his wife later
came to Indiana, settling on a new farm in Railroad Township about
the beginning of the Civil war. They lived to build a good home, rear
an excellent family of ten children, and the mother of these died about
the close of the war when in the prime of life, and William W ynegar
passed away at the age of sixty-eight. They were Methodists and he was
a democrat. Of the Wynegar children all bnt one lived to maturity, were
married and had children. The only one now living is Rev. David A.
Wynegar, a superannuated minister of the Methodist Church, who is
seventy-seven years of age and lives at Connersville, Indiana. Cyrus N.
Carnes, father of Worthington, was born in Knox County, Ohio, in 1827,
grew up as a farmer boy, had only the usual advantages of local schools,
and after his marriage to Catherine Wynegar settled on a farm in Union
County. He lived there until 1864, and then with his wife and two sons,
Worthington and Sherman, came to Indiana and located on land that had
been scarcely touched at all by the plow and axe near Union schoolhouse
in section 13 of Railroad Township. This is the locality where the family
has lived for more than half a century and where the prosperous country
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estate of Worthington S. Carnes is located. The family developed a
good place of 200 acres on that section, put a substantial house and barn
and made themselves factors of no small importance in community life.
In 1896 more land was purchased on the line between sections 13 and
14, making an estate in the. aggregate three hundred acres. Cyrus
Carnes passed away at this home on August 23, 1906. - His widow died
several years later while living with her son Worthington, on September
19, 1909. They were both active and devout members of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. and the father served as an officer in that church at
North Judson, and had helped to build and always supported the society.
He was a most decided republican in politics, and enjoyed the thorough -.

respect and esteem of everyone who knew him. Physically he was almost
a giant, stood more than six feet high and weighed about two hundred
and fifty pounds. The children of Cyros Carnes and wJfe were: Worth-
ington S.; Sherman, who is a teamster living in North Judson and by
his marriage to Ada Bartlett has two children, Raymond and Myrtle;
William H., who died on a farm in Kansas, and who is survived by two
children, Alta and Everett; Uphie, who was the first one, of the family
born on the Railroad Township farm in Starke County, her birthday
being October 10, 1872, was reared in that locality, educated at the old
Union schoolhouse, and was married in this to,vnship to Clayton Brown.
Clayton Brown was born in Michigan City, Indiana, June 20, 1871, but
was reared and educated at San Pierre in Starke County, and died
at the age of thirty-four, leaving a son Cecil B., who was born June 24,
1894, and was graduated from high school at 1':J"orth Judson in 1912,
and now assists his Uncle WorthingtoI;t in the management of the large
homestead in Railroad Township. Mrs; Brown and her son live with
Worthington S. Carnes, who has himself never married, and is one of
the jolly, enterprising and upright citizens of a community which has
benefited by the presence of his family through all these years. His
farm is .one that requires particular notice. The soil is black loam, and
he has raised some of the best crops in wheat, corn, oats and rye pro-
duced by any of the places in this country. He has a substantial home
of eight rooms, surrounded by good barn and other outbuildings, and he
applies both common sense and a thorough agricultural experience to
his business affairs. He and his sister and nephew are all members of
the North Judson Methodist Church, while Mr. Carnes himself is a
republican in politics.

JOHN G. SMITH. On other pages of this publication (see sketch of
Newton Baker) will be found some account of the Kankakee pumping
works of the Indiana Pipe Line Company, in Railroad Township. It
is the center of employment for a staff of competent men, all of them
proficient in the work of operation and handling the business of a pipe
line company, and well fitted for their responsibilities. As is well
known, merit and efficiency are especially emphasized in this great cor-
poration, and men get important positions and responsibilities only when
qualified to ~ischarge them.

"'
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In the staff of employes at the Kankakee station the telegraph
operator is John G. Smith, who got his early training in the railroad
service, and has spent the last ten years with the Indiana Pipe Line Com-
pany.

John G. Smith was born at Medaryville, Pulaski County, Indiana,
November 28, 1880, and received his early education in public schools.
His father, Adam Smith, who is now living in South Bend, Indiana, was
born October 14, 1844, and spent a number of years as a pr~perous
farmer in Railroad Township in Starke County. He had a small but well
improved farm, was thrifty and progressive, and stood high in the estima-
tion of his fellow citizens, who honored him for one term in the office of
township trustee. He is a democrat, and a member of the German Evan-
gelical Church, of which his wife was also a member. His wife died in
Medaryville February 21, 1889, at the age of forty-seven years.

John G. Smith after learning telegraphy was in the employ 6f the
Erie Railroad Company as agent at Wilders, Indiana, from February
4, 1903, to April 30, 1905. On May 1, 1905, he began his service with
the Indiana Pipe Line Company as operator at Kankakee station, held
that post until June 1, 1911, was then transferred to the Whiting sta-
tion, but on July 1, 1914, returned to Kankakee. Mr. Smith is affiliated
with North Judson Lodge No; 438, A. F. & A. M., with Wheatfield
Lodge No. 353, Knights of Pythias, with North Judson Camp No. 6559,
Modern Woodmen of America. On November 25,1905, Mr. Smith mar-
ried Ida Smith, daughter of David Smith. They have one son, John
Warren Smith, born February 16, 1913.

JULIUS H. ARNDT. One of the chief ends of life for a man is efficient
service in some honorable department of the world's activities and proper
provision for home and family. To accomplish this in a creditable
manner is in itself a high degree of success. Julius H. Arndt of Rail-
road Township has acquitted himself well in this performance, and at the
same time haS found opportunity to serve his community in various ways
and is one of the best liked and most useful members of Southwestern
Starke County. Mr. Arndt has lived in Starke County a little more than
a Gozen years, having bought his fine farm of 120 acres in section 8 in
1902. While gathering the harvests from his fields he has gone ahead
with extensive improvements, and now has a farm worth probably two
or three times as much as what he paid for it. The land has a large barn
and other outbuildings, and in 1907 he built himself one of the best
country houses in that community, a new eight-room dwelling, painted
a soft gray color, and with all the modern conveniences and comforts.
Mr. Arndt hag made a success in growing the staple cereal crops, corn,
wheat and oats, has a large acreage under cultivation, and keeps some
high grade stock, chiefly cattle. Prior to coming to Starke County Mr.
Arndt did a successful business as a merchant at Wilder in Laporte
County.

Julius H. Arndt was born in the City of Laporte, Laporte County,
April 4, 1871, and was reared and educated in his home county. In
early manhood he applied himself to useful occupation, and for more
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than twenty years has been independent and on the road to continued
success. His parents were Henry and Mary (Leusch) Arndt, both
natives of Germany, born near the City of Berlin and of substantial
old Teuton stock. They were married in Germany, and while in that
country two children were born, Lena and Augusta. Just about the close
of the American Civil war they took passage on a boat at one of the
German harbors and after a long voyage crossed the ocean, landing in
New York City, and from there came on to Laporte, Indiana. Henry
Arndt had his home in Laporte for several years, but eventually became
a Laporte County farmer, locating in Kankakee Valley in Dewey Town-
ship. There he acquired and developed a good farm and died there in
1900 at the age of sixty-five years. His wife survived him five years,
passing away at the ag,e of seventy-one in 1905. They had been con-
firmed in the Lutheran Church and continued to worship in that faith
after coming to America. Henry Arndt was a democrat in politics
for several years after coming to America, but finally allied himself with
the republican party. Their children were Lena, Augusta, Elizabeth,
Fred, Julius H., Louis and John, all of whom are married, and have
children of their own. Julius H. is the only one a resident of Starke
County, but all the family live in Indiana except Elizabeth, whose home
is Kalamazoo, Michigan.

Julius H. Arndt w,as married in Porter County, Indiana, to Anna H.
Zabel. She was born in the City of Chicago April 30, 1873, and grew
up and received her education in the common schools of that city. Her
parents were Frederick and Minnie (Standt) Zabel. They were like-
wise natives of Germany.. and were married in that country April 19,
1.871. A few months later they set out for America, the land of oppor-
tunity, and left Germany at Hamburg and a few weeks later reached
Castle Garden, New York City. T~eir destination was Chicago, and' it
is a matter of interest to note that they arrived while the greater part of
that city was still a mass of smoking ashes after the great fire of October.
On account of the fire they did not remain in Chicago, but spent the fol-
lowing winter in Milwaukee. In the spring of 1872 the Zabel family
returned to Chicago where Mr. Zabel remained a resident nearly twenty
years. His chief business was that of gardener. In 1891 Mr. Zabel
brought his family to Starke County, Indiana, locating in Railroad Town-
ship and buying a farm. On that place the wife died June 2, 1908, and
he subsequently went south to Mercedes, in the B:rownsville country of
Southern Texas, and is still living there. Frederick Zabel was born
June 10, 1842, and his wife on September 12, 1846. They remained all
their lives members of the Lutheran Church, and Frederick Zabel is a
republican in politics. The children were: Mrs. Arndt, Lizzie, Minnie,
Ida and Fred, all of whom are married except Fred, and the daughters all
live in Railroad Township, while Fred is with his father at Mercedes,
Texas.

Since their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Arndt have worked together hand
in hand to make a good home for the family, and their success makes
them deserving of the high esteem in which they are held by all citizens
of Railroad Township. They are the parents of two children. Clara L.,
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born April 17, 1893, was well educated, being a graduate from the North
Judson High School with the class of 1903, and is now a succeSsful and
popular teacher in their 4ome township. Edward Louis, the son, was
born August 8, 1894, finished his education in the grade schools and
one year in the high school, and then left school to take up his chosen
career as a farmer, and is now a valuable assistant to his father. Mr.
and Mrs. Arndt and their son are Lutheran Church people, while the
daughter is a member of the Evangelical Society. Mr. Arndt and son
are members of the republican party, and Mr. Arndt has served as a
member of the advisory board.

HERMAN H. BADEN HOOP. For forty years Mr. and Mrs. Ba:denhoop
have experienced the joys and trials, the hard work and the comfort,
and the responsibilities and growing independence and prosperity of
married life. They are among the most esteemed citizens of Railroad
Township. The;r have a fine family of children, own and operate a well
cultivated and valuable farm and together have worked out a creditable
destiny. Both represent the solid and substantial old German stock
which hB8 been so prominent in affairs in Northwestern Indiana, and
while they began life with little capital except willing hands and a stead-
fast ambition, they have lived to see the fruition of many of early life's
hopes and aspirations. Throughout these forty years Mrs. Badenhoop
has worked and shared responsibilities with her husband and their
prosperity must be credited to them equally.

Herman H. Badenhoop was born in the Kingdom of Hanover, Ger-
many; March 20, 1849. He comes of an old Hanoverian family, and the
heads of all the generations before him lived and died in the old country.
The line of ancestry in that part of the present German Empire runs
ba:ck to: Joachim, who was born in 1688 and died in 1752; Card, born
in 1722 and died in 1772; Herman H., born in 1762 and died in 1819;
Qard H., born in 1792 and died in 1844; Johann H., who. was born
September 15, 1823, and was the father of Herman H. Badenhoop. Thus
Mr. Badenhoop of Starke County has behind him five generations of
substantial ancestors. His grandfather was a German farmer and his
father followed the same vocation in the old country. Johann H.
Badenhoop married Amata Miller. They lived at Brunsbrock in Han-
over. Johann Badenhoop died December 27, 1904, when nearly eighty-
four years of age, and his wife passed away at the age of fifty-eight.
Both were devout Lutherans, and had a family of ten sons and daugh-
ters. Three of the sons, Herman, John and Detrich, came to the United
States, and the two other brothers are married and live in the State
of Kansas.

Herman H. Badenhoop grew up in his native land, received the usual
substantial training given to German boys, and in 1871, at the age of
twenty-two, embarked on a vessel the steamship Hanza at Bremen, and
landed in New York. For several months he WB8 employed in Brook-
lyn, then went to Buffalo, and finally to Chicago and from that city found
his way into Will County, Illinois. There he located permanently, and
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it was in Will County that he met and married Miss Elizabeth Klein.
Mrs. 'Badenhoop was born in Will County, Illinois, ~ay 19, 1854, and
was educated there. Her parents were Christian and Catherine (Bisch-
mann) Klein, both natives of Hesse Darmstadt, who came to America
when young people about the time of the great German emigration re-
sulting from the revolution of 1848. Conspicuous leaders in Germany
came at the same time including the noted Carl Schurz. Mr. and Mrs.Klein married in Will County, Illinois, became substantial farming, '

people there, and he died at the age of fifty-eight and his wife in 1914
at the age of eighty-three. Both were members of the Lutheran Church,.
and he was an esteemed citizen and quite promi~ent in a local way having
served as township collector thirteen years. Politically he was a demo-
crat. Mrs. Badenhoop and two of her sisters are still living, all of
them married, one of the sisters living in Iowa and the other in Illinois.

Mr. and Mrs. Badenhoop are the parents of nine children: Herman,
who is connected with the cement industry at Hammond; Mata, who is
unmarried and lives in Illinois; Louis, a farmer of Illinois; Mary, wife
of Frederick Stoltz, of Hammond, and the mother of two daughters and
one son; Anna, who lives at the home of her sister in Hammond; Paul,
who assists his father in the management of the home farm; Otto, also
a valuable assistant at home; Henry, who died at the age of nine months.

The family are members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, and
all the children have been confirmed in that faith. Mr. and Mrs. Baden-
hoop wete married in 1875, and since that date have been advancing
steadily in prosperity as farmers. They lived in Will County, Illinois,
until the spring of 1896, and then transferred their home to th~ newer
section of Railroad Township in Starke County. There Mr. Badenhoop
has a fine farm of 240 acres, lying partly in section 31 and partly in
section 32. His substantial home and barn and other outbuildings are
located in section 31. He has his farm well stocked, and under his ener-
getic control it has been made to produce all the staple crops and he is
recognized as one of the leading men in t4e agricultural district of Rail-
road Township.

EDMUND M. SCHWARZENTRAUB. One of the surest means by which
one can establish a reputation for integrity and good citizenship is to
maintain a long residence in one community, where an individual becomes
known to his neighbors under a great variety of ~rcumstances, and
where, after testing his reliability, they still continue to sustain him as
a valuable citizen. By this test Edmund M. Schwarzentraub has been
placed high in the esteem of an intelligent and highly moral community,
that of Oregon Township, where he has resided since 1896 and is now
the owner of a handsome property comprising 100 acres in section 11.

Mr. Schwarzentraub was born in Livingston County, Illinois, Novem-
ber 21, 1866, and is a son of Joseph and Barbara (Verkler) Schwarzen-
traub. His father, born in Hesse-Darmstadt, Germany, in. 1834, was six
years of age when he came to the United States with his parents on a
sailing vessel, the family landing at New York and subsequently making
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their way to near Cincinnati, in Butler County, Ohio. When Joseph
was about twenty years old his parents, with several aunts and uncles,
moved to Illinois and settled in Tazewell County, and there the grand-
parents continued to be engaged in agricultural pursuits during the
remainder of their lives, dying as aged people.

A few years after the death of his parents, Joseph Schwarzentraub
was married to Miss Barbara V erkler, at Metamora, Woodford County,
Illinois, where she was born. Her fat¥er, Joseph Verkler, was born in
Alsace-Lorraine, France, and as a young man was drafted for duty in
the French army, but not believing in forced military service, he left his
native land for the hospitable shores of America and settled at Wood-
ford County, Illinois, where he met and married Jacobina Engle, who
was a native of the same p,rovince. They subsequently became residellts
of Livingston C()unty, Illinois, where Mr. Verkler purchased a farm of
800 acres, and became widely known throughout that part of the country
as a raiser of French Percheron horses. He died when seventy-nine
years old, and his wife within two weeks of his death, aged seventy-six.
They were Protestants.

After Joseph Schwarzentraub married. he resided in Woodford
County for two or three years, and then moved into Livingston County,
Illinois, where he p~rchased and improved 120 acres of good prairie land.
Later he went to A voca Township, where he bought 160 aCres of land,
some being in timber, and there continued to carry on farmin~ until his
death in the spring of 1876, when he was still in middle life. Mrs.
Schwarzentraub later came to Indiana and passed away at the home of
her son, Edmund M., August 5, 1910, at the age of seventy-six years.
They were members of the Mennonite Church. In politics Mr. Schwarz-
entraub was a democrat, as were his four brothers, but all of their sons
were republicans. Edmund M. was the only son born to his parents.
An elder sister, Louise, died ".'Young; and his younger sister, Minnie, be-
came the wife of E. P. Huffman, owner of the telephone exchange at
Iroquois, Illinois, and has two children-B'arbara and Herbert.

Edmund M. Schwarzentraub grew up as a farmer boy and was given
his education in the country and high schools. He was but ten years of
age at the time of his father's death., and some time thereafter went to
Chicago, where for four years he was engaged in working at various
employments. Coming to Starke County in 1896, he purchased his
present farm, located in section 11, Oregon Township, which at that time
was but poorly cultivated and with few improvements. Mr. Sch.warzen-
traub now has fifteen acres in timber, and eighty-five acres under culti-
vation, and of the latter twenty acres is muck land, which he devotes to
the growing of large crops of potatoes and onions, while the rest of his
property is given over to general crops, including the cereals. He has
8lso met with a full measure of success in the breeding of horses, cattle
and hogs and, being a good business man, secures excellent prices in the
markets for iris livestock. His good management, energy and thrift are
reflected in the improvements on his property, the greater number of
which have been put here by his own hands, and which include a fine
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stock barn, 28x44 feet, hay and feed barns and other buildings, and one
of the best houses in the township, a two-story structure, with basement
arid improvements, which in its fresh coat of white presents a very
attractive appearance on this well-ordered and prosperous-looking coun-
try place.

Mr. Schwarzentraub was married in Oregon Township, Starke
County, Indiana, to Miss Minnie Clark, who was born at Grovertown,
this township., February 5, 1872, and educated in the public schools here.
She is a daughter of William W. and Catherine (Wyland) Clark. Mr.
Clark was born at Sandusky, Ohio, in 1834, and as a young man migrated
to Marshall County, Indiana, among the early settlers. There he met
and married Catherine Wyland, who was born in Elkhart County,
Indiana, in 1838, and in 1871 they came on to Starke County, and set-
tled in Oregon Township, where they followed farming during their
remaining active years. In their declining years they moved to the Vil-
lage of Hamlet, and there the father p!J,SSed away in 1905, aged seventy-
one, while the mother survived unti~ three months later. They were
members of the German Baptist Church, and Mr. Clark was a republican
in political matters. Of the twelve children born to Mr. and Mrs. Clark,
six are living, and of these four are married and have families.

Four children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Schwarzentraub,
namely: Edna M., born September 2, 1900, who graduated from the
graded schools with the class of 1915; Frances Lucile, born December
17, 1901, now in the seventh grade; Maurice B., born May 7, 1904, and
in the fourth grade; and Catherine, born June 2, 1907, in the second
grade.

Mr. Schwarzentraub is a republican in politics and has taken some
interest and wielded an influence in township and county affairs. In
1912 he became the .candidate of his party for the office of sheriff of
Starke County, but met with defeat, because the republicans were in the
.Jflinority at that time.

JOHN KRIVANEK. One of the farm homes of Starke County that rep-
resent comfort, intelligent enterpriSe', profitable management, is that of
John Krivanek, situated in section 13 of Railroad Township, with post.:
office at North Judson. Mr. Krivan~k is one of a number of people of
Bohemian birth and ancestry who have located in Starke County and
have done much toward its development. For a number of years Mr.
Krivanek was engaged in business ill Chicago, but finally became dissat-
isfied with the routine' and the restrictions of city life and has found
better op'portunities in the country districts of Starke County. Mr.
Krivanek is a man of intelligence. keeps himself well informed on all
local and foreign news, and is thGroughly devoted to American democ-
racy and a lover of the boundless opportunities of the New World.

John Krivanek was born in the Village of Orlik, Bohemia, September
10, 1858. He c_ame of a good st.ock, and is a son of Frank and Mary
(Kolka) Krivanek. The father was born at Plana, Bohemia, was mar-
ried there and was a peasant farmer. All their nine children were
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born in that locality, and the only ones now living are John, Anna and
Mary. Anna is married and lives in Chicago, while Mary is Sister M.
Delphina of St. Francis Catholic Parish in Joliet, Illinois. In 1872 the
family left Bohemia and took passage on a vessel at Bremen and fourteen
days later were landed at Baltimore and from that port came on to
Chicago. The father and mother were industrious, hard-working people,
who went through not a few hardships in order to establish a home in
the New World, and the father died in Chicago at the age of seventy-
two and the mother passed away at sixty-nine. They were both devout
Catholics and he was a democrat after taking out his citizenship papers
in America.

John Krivanek received an early education both in his native town
and also in the Foster public school at Chicago. His practical career
began when less than twelve years of age he learned the trade of tailor
and followed that occupation with sufficient success to provide for his
growing family and to accumulate a little surplus until 1889. In that
year he came to Starke County and bought eighty-two acres in section
12 of Railroad Township. Nearly all this land was at that time in a wild
condition, but hard work has transformed it in many ways. Mr. Kriv-
anek erected a substantial eight-room house on a stone basement, with
good barns and other farm buildings, and has also added thirty acres to
his original purchase situated in section 13. This farm is, all but a few
acres, of black loam soil and will grow in abundance the staple crops of
wheat, corn and potatoes, and his average yield in recent years has been
sixty bushels of corn to the acre and thirty bushels of wheat. He is a
first-class farmer, also a dairyman, and though a man of city training and
environment, has made a real success as a factor in country life.

Mr. Krivanek was married in Chicago to Miss Catherine Vana, who
was born in Bohemia, November 14, 1858, a daughter of "Thomas and
Rosa (Zahour) Vana. Her parents spent all their lives in their native
town, were laboring people, and devout communicants of the Catholic
Church. All their children, five sons and four daughters, came to the
United States and located in Chicago, where most of them are still living,
and all have families of their own. Mr. Krivanek and wife are the
paren~ of the following children: Mary is the wife of John Bartunek
lJ.nd has a daughter Mary. James, who lives in Knox, is a bookkeeper;
and is married, but has no children. The son John is a mechanic living
in Chicago and is also married. Charles helps to farm the home place and
is still single. Rosa is a capable young business woman employed at
Knox. Agnes lives at home, and George is still a schoolboy, attending the
parochial schools. Mr. Krivanek and family are members of All Saints
Catholic Church at San Pierre, of which he is one of the trustees.
Politically he is identified with the democratic party.

CHARLES A. F. PATTERSON. An intelligent and purposeful participa-
tion in the happenings which make up the railroad history of Knox dur-
ing the past quarter of a century gives Charles A. F. Patterson the right
to be named among those who have assisted in Starke County's growth
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and advancement. It is probable that the railroad has been the greatest
agency for civilization that the world has known, and the men connected
with it, no matter in wh!J.t capacity, are carrying on its great work. Thus
Mr. Patterson, in capacity of inspector of the Chicago, Indiana & South-
ern and Nickel Plate railroads, has shared in the accomplishments with
which these roads are credited.

Mr. Patterson was born at Kalmarlane, Sweden, November 9, 1860,
is of pure Swedish descent, and his parents were natives of the same
country but of different localities. The father, Peter Patterson, was
engaged in farming at Kalmarlane, and became the owner of what would
be about two hundred and sixty acres of land in this country, which he
accumulated through a life of industry and well directed effort. The
mother died either in 1868 or 1869, leaving one son, Charles A. F., and
five daughters, and had lost a son and daughter by death. The father
married a second time, but had no children by the last union. He was
nearly threescore and ten years of age at the time of his death, and both
he and his wife were members of the Lutheran Church. Of the daugh-
ters, three were married and came to the United States: Tilda married
Krone Karlson, died in Clay County, Nebraska, where Mr. Karlson still
resides, and had three sons, Robert, Albert and William. Clara married
in Sweden, Swen Moberg, came to the United States and settled in
Chicago, and there both died, leaving two children, Otto and Albert;
Augusta located and married in Nebraska, her husband being S. N.
Peterson, who died at Sutton, Clay County, that state, where she still
resides.

Charles A. F. Patterson has been self supporting since he reached the
age of twelve years. He was eighteen years old when he left his native
place and went to Stockholm, from whence he went to Gottenberg, and on
to Liverpool, England, where he boarded a steamer which, after a jour-
ney of twelve days, made port at New York City. He then made his
way to Aurora, Illinois, where he found employment on a farm, but in
1880 left agricultural pursuits to enter upon his career as a railroad man,
entering the service of the Illinois Central, in the car shops. Two years
later he went to Kankakee, Illinois, where he worked as a car repairer
and inspector for the Illinois Central. He left the Illinois Central in
1887 and came to Knox to work for the Indiana, Illinois & Iowa Rail-
road (Three I), now known as the Chicago, Indiana & Southern or the
New York Central. In May, 1902, he assumed his extra duties as in-
spector for the Nickel Plate Railroad, and since that time has filled both
positions. He is widely known among railroad men of Indiana and the
adjoining states, and during his long service at Knox has attracted to
him a wide circle of friends. Mr. Patterson has been successful in a
financial way, and is the owner of some valuable realty in Knox. At one
time he purchased and improved a farm in the vicinity of Sioux City,
Iowa, and developed it so well that he was able to dispose of it at a sub-
stantial profit.

Mr. Patterson was married at Kankakee, Illinois, to Miss Amelia
Holtz, who was born at Holstein, Germany, in 1861, her parents dying
in the fatherland. She came to this country and settled at Kankakee,
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Illino)s, with her three brothers, Carl, Rudolph and Fred, all of whom
are married and reside in Illinois, arid all have families. Mr. and Mrs.
Patterson have three living children: Ernest, born in 1884, educated in
the city schools, and now steno~apher in the office of Judge Pentecost,
a well known attorney of Knox; Nellie, born in 1889, is living at home;
and Sadie, born in 1896, is also residing with her parents. Mr. and Mrs.
Patterson and their children are members of the Lutheran Church. He
is a republican in politics, as is his son, and Mr. Patterson is a member
of the Knox Blue Lodge, No. 639, A. F. & A. M.

JAMES L. DENAUT, M. D. Technically educated in one of the greatest
and most celebrated medical institutions of America, Doctor Denaut is
admirably fortified, both by training and natural predilection, for the
exacting profession of which he is an able and popular representative
in Starke County, where he is engaged in active general practice, with. residence and office headquarters in the attractive Village of Hamlet.

])octor Denaut is a scion of one of the fine old French families early
founded in the Dominion of Canada, where his father passed his entire
life, his death having occurred when Doctor Denaut of .this review was
about twenty years of age.

Doctor Denaut was born at Delta, in the united counties of Leeds and
Grenville, Province of Ontario, and the date of his nativity was March
29, 1870. In the schools of Delta he acquired his early educational dis-
cipline, which was effectively supplemented by the pursuit of high
branches of study in the Collegiate Institute at Brockville, the judicial
center of the two counties mentioned, this beautiful little city being a
port of entry on the St. Lawrence River and being most picturesquely
situated at the foot of the Lake of the Thousand Islands.

Walter H. Denaut, father of the doctor,' was born near Prescott,
~renville County, Ontario, on the 10th of September, 1807, and was of
patrician French lineage, his uncle, the distinguished Bishop Denaut,
having been the tenth Bishop of Quebec, a large portrait of this revered
prelate being displayed in the basilica of the great Catholic cathedral in
the City of Quebec and the same having been an object of much interest
to Doctor Denaut upon the occasion pf his visit to that historic city in
the summer of 1914. Walter H. Denaut was a citizen of prominence
and influ~nce in his native province, held for twenty years a responsible
executive position in connection with the county government, and at
one time was a candidate for Parliament. He attained to the venerable
age of eighty-two years ~nd ever commanded the high regard of his
fellow men, his entire life having been passed in the Province of Ontario.
He first wedded l\IIiss Julia Easton, of Brockville, and of the four chil-
dren, of this union Roderick E., George C. and Walter H. are deceased,
the only daughter, Julia E., being still a resident of Brockville, 6ntario.
After the demise of his first wife Walter H. Denaut married Miss Har-
riet Jones, who was a native of the State of Connecticut and who died
shortly after her marriage, leaving no children. On the 17th of May,
1859, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Denaut to Miss Caroline A.

.
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Dunham, of Brockville, and of the seven' children of this union two died
iliinfancy. Dr. Matthew S. Denaut, the oldest of the surviving chil-
dren, was graduated in Rush Medical College, Chicago, and is now one
of the leading physicians and surgeons at Walkerton, St. Joseph County,
Indiana, where he has maintained his residence since 1897. In 1899
,he wedded Miss Regina McDonald, and they became the parents of six
children, Caroline L., Walter M., Julia G., Harry D., Regina A. and
George 1\:;1"., all of whom are living except Harry D. Two sisters, Eliz-
abeth C. and Sarah, reside in the home of their elder brother, Dr.
Matthew S. Denaut, at Walkerton. Dr. Harry D. Denaut, the second of
the sons, was graduated in the medical department of Queen's College,
Kingston, Ontario, in 1892, and thereafter was associated in practice
with his brother, Dr. Matthew S., at Walkerton, Indiana, until his death,
,which occurred on the 7th of June, 1904. Mrs. Caroline A. (Dunham)
Denaut survived her honored husband and, like him, became an octo-,
genarian, the closing years of her gentle and gracious life having been
passed with her children at Walkerton, Indiana, and she having been
for more than seventy years a devoted member of the Presbyterian
Church. .

After formulating definite plans for his future career, Dr. James L.
Denaut came from his n~tive province to the United States and proceeded
to the City 9f Chicago, where he was soon afterward matriculated in the
celebrated Rush Medical College, an institution in which he was grad-
uated as a member of the class of 1896 and from which he received his
degree of Doctor of Medicine. His professional novitiate was served in
the Village of Mark Center, Defiance County, Ohio, and he is licensed
to practice not only in that state and Indiana but also in Illinois. After
having been engaged in practice at Mark Center for a period of eighteen
months Doctor Denaut came to Starke County, Indiana, and established
his permanent home at Hamlet, where he has built up a large and repre-
sentative practice and has gained prestige as one of the most progressive
and public-spirited citizens of the county. . He has continued a close
student of the best standard and periodical literature of his profession,
as well as of general scientific and literary works, and is known as a man
of fine intellectual attainments, the while his mental ken has been broad-
ened also by extensive travel, both in the East and the West.

Doctor Denaut is one of the most appreciative and popular members
of the Starke County Medical Society, of which he is serving as secretary
and treasurer at the time of this writing, in 1915, and he is actively
identified also with the Indiana State Medical Society and the American
Medical Association, He is giving most effective service in the office of
secretary of the board of health of his home village, was county coroner
two years, 1900-1902, is a member of the staff of surgeons retained by
the Pennsylvania Railroad System, and from 1898 to 1900 he held the
office of treasurer of the Town of Hamlet, his political allegiance being
given to the republican party. The doctor is a member of the board of
directors of the Sterling Fire Insurance Company, a prosperous Indiana
corporation, and was one of the organizers of the Hamlet State Bank,
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of which he is vice president and one of the principal stockholders.
Doctor Denaut is affiliated with the Modern Woodmen of America, and
both he and his wife attend and give earnest support to the Methodist
Episcopal 'Church in their home village, where also they are popular
factors in the leading social activities of the community.

The progressiveness and civic loyalty of Doctor Denaut have had
many noteworthy exemplifications. In the Village of Hamlet he has
made judicious investments in real estate and has erected five modern
houses, besides which he has built four houses in the vicinity of Hamlet-
in Davis and Hanna townships. Three of the latter are on his admirably.
improved landed estate of 504 acres, which is situated in Hanna Town-
ship and is recognized as one of the best farm properties in the fertile
Kankakee Valley, the place being situated about five miles distant from
Hamlet. The doctor has made excellent improvements on his land, and c
is gradually extending its drainage system with, the most approved type
of tile drains, his ~bition being to develop the demesne into one of the
model rural estates of Indiana. He is vitally interested in all that
touches the general welfare of his home village and county, and manifests ,
this by ready cooperation in the furtherance of normal public enterprises
and improvements.

On the 20th of September, 1905, at Hamlet, was solemnized the mar-
riage of Doctor Denaut to Miss Cloe V. Fancher, a daughter of Jonathan
W. and Margaret C. (Roe) Fancher, the latter of whom was summoned
to the" life eternal on the 12th of May, 1908. Mr. Fancher is a represen-
tative of one of the honored pioneer families of Indiana and was for
many years a prominent and influential citizen of Starke County. Now
venerable in years, he is living virtually retired, at Merced,. California,
near which place he is the owner of a splendid landed estate of 5,000
acres. The Roe family likewise has been one of prominence in Indiana
for several generations and through this line Mrs. Denaut has kinship
with the late Rev. Edward P. Roe, the distinguished American author.
In 1914 Doctor and Mrs. Denaut made an idyllic trip to and visit in
the Bermuda Islands, and 'while there had the pleasure of forming the
acquaintance of a distant kinsman of Mrs. Denaut, Eltinge Roe, who is
an artist of exceptional talent, as a painter in both oils and water colors,
Mr. Roe having presented to Doctor and Mrs. Denaut some specially pic-
turesque and artistic photographs which he personally had tak~n in the
Bermudas. Doctor and Mrs. Denaut have three children, M. Elizabeth,
James Fancher, and Marjorie M.

FRED SCHACHT. That industry and good management in connection
With agricultural pursuits will bring definite independence and pros-
perity has been significantly shown in the career of this well known and
substantial farmer of section 3, Wayne Township, and his well improved
homestead gives every evidence of thrift and prosperity, besides which it
may consistently be said that no citizen of the township has more secure
place in popular confidence and esteem than Mr. Schacht, who has resided
on his present homestead for nearly forty years. In Jackson Township



HISTORY OF STARKE COUNTY 721

he still retains title tj) a farm of 120 acres, which was impro:ved by him
and his sons and which is now the home of his son Henry, who is well
upholding the honors of the family name.

Mr. Schacht purchased his present homestead in the year 1876, and
the entire tract was unbroken land, with virtually all improvement repre-
sented in a pioneer log cabin. The years of earnest industry and good
management have brought a wonderful transformation and the farm is
now one of the finely improved and valuable landed estates of Starke
County. On the place Mr. Schacht erected his present attractive resi-
idence of sixty rooms, and a substantial barn 48 by 24 feet in dimensions,
with 'a 12-foot wing or shed, and at a later period was erected the
Me hay and stock barn, which is 38 by 24 feet in dimensions. That Mr.
Schacht has kept in line with the march of advancement in later years
is further manifested in his erection on his farm of a modern silo
with a capacity of ninety tons. He gives his attention to diversified
agriculture, to the propagation of onions and potatoes, for which the soil
of this section is specially adaptab.le, and to the raising 'of excellent
grades of horses, cattle and swine. Mr. Schacht came to Starke County
~rom the State of Illinois, where he had established his residence in 1869,
his home having been at Lansing, Illinois, .for several years prior to his
removal to Starke County. While a resident of Illinois he assisted in
construction work on the Pennsylvania Railroad, both in that state and
in Indiana. Upon coming to Starke County Mr. Schlacht first purchased
eighty acres, at a tax sale, and later he purchased an additional eighty
acres, on the opposite side of the public highway, so that his homestead
now comprises 160 acres of most fertile and productive land.

Mr. Schacht was born in the Grand Duchy of Mecklenburg, Germany,
on the ~~th of January, 1837, and was there reared and e4ucated, being
afforded the advantages of the excellent national schools. He is a son
of Fred and Sophia (Frank) Schacht, who passed their entire lives in
that section of the fatherland and whose financial circumstances were of
very modest order. The father died in the prime of life and his widow
subseque'ntly contracted a second marriage, both she and her husband
having been well advanced in years at the time of their death. All mem-
bers of the family were confirmed in the Lutheran Church.

He whose name introduces this article was the eldest of the ~hildren
and he is the only one of the immediate family to' establish a home in
America. In his native land he continued to reside for a number of
years after his marriage, and in 1869 he came with his wife and their
four children-Charles, Fred, Jr., Gustav and William-to America, two
weeks being consumed in making the voyage and the family having
landed in the Port of New York City. Soon afterward Mr. Schacht pro-
ceeded to Chicago, and in Illinois his first employment was in railroad
construction work and in the cutting of cordwood during the winter
seasons. His labors were arduous and unremitting but he had the
good judgment to practice economy, with the aid of his devoted wife, and
thus was able to save a part of his earnings and to prepare himself for
an independent career. In connection with his railroad work he found

46
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it expedient to establish his family home at North Judson, Starke County,
in 1871, and there the home was maintained until the re~oval to the
present farm, in 1876. -

. f In his ,native place was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Schacht to
Miss Dora Zomow, and she proved a devoted companion and helpmeet
until her death, which occurred August 7, 1899, her age at the time
having been fifty-seven years and she having been a devoted communicant
of the Lutheran Church. Of the four children who accompanied the
parents on their immigration from Germany all are living and two of
the number are married. After coming to the United States seven chil-
dren were added to the family circle: ~ was born in Ill~ois, in
1871, and still is associated with the" work and management of the
home farm, being a bachelor. John was born at North Judson, this
county, on the 6th of January, 1874, and he likewise is a bachelor and
identified with the work of the homestead farm; H~ has been a
resident of .starke County from the time of his birth an'd is now a pros-
perous farmer in Jackson Township, he wedded Miss Martha Heubner,
and their children are Fred, Lydia, Walter, Herbert and Viola; Minnie
is the wife of Joseph Aggertand they reside in Pulaski County, nochil-
dren having been born of this union; Emma is the wife of William
Lampke, a farmer of Jackson Township, and they have six children,
Freda, Harry, Esther, Raymond, Louis and a baby. The other two
children died in infancy. Mr. Schacht and all of his children are
earnest communicants of the Lutheran Church, and he and his sons
all give their allegiance to the democratic party.

,
WILLIAM T. COLLINS, who located in Starke County in 1888 was a

man to make friends as he met and formed new acquaintances. He
located in Wayne Township upon an 80 acre tract of land proceeded
to clear it up and otherwise improve the land and the buildings and
it was soon shown by hiS' conduct and go-ahead disp~ition that he was
a successful farJIler. Mr. Collins was elected county commissioner in
1892 but continued to live on his farm which was located only a short
distance south of Toto, a small station on the New York Central Lines.

Mr. Collins was raised i~ Jay and Randolph counties and in the
year 1863 at the age of fifteen: years he enlisted in Company A, Nine-
teenth Indiana Infantry and served a year and a half, being honorably
discharged at the end of that time. He again enlisted in Company E,

. One Hundred and Forty-ninth Indiana Infahtry, and continued in

the service until the close of the war when he was again honorably dis-
charged in June, 1865. He was engaged in the battle of South Mountain
and other engage~ents which he went through in a manner praise-
worthy of any soldier.

After the close of the war he again assumed the duties of farming,
moving to Illinois in 1868, where he married and continued farming
for two years when he returned to Randolph County where he remained
until his removal to Starke County in the year 1888 as above indicated.
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His wife was Mary J. Seymour, and they raised a family of several
children who always honored and revered their parents.

Mr. Collins died in the year 1908 and will always be remembered
by all those who knew him. He was a democrat politically and always
took an active part in conventions and elections, believing that the
democratic party was always right, but allowing the republicans and
those belonging to other political parties to advocate their choice and
hold to the party in which they put their confidence and trust.

DR. LoRENZO Dow GLAZEBROOK was one of the early settlers of
Starke County having located in the western part of the county in
1858. He was born near Greencastle on the 23d of February. 1830,
and die~ April 20, 1906. He was married December 18, 1860, and
moved to Knox from San Pierre in 1873.

,

L. D. GLAZEBROOK, M. D.

He practiced medicine from the time of his arrival in the county
until his del;Lth except during the time he served in the State Legis-
lature. He was first elected to the Legislature from Sta*e and Laporte
counties in the year 1872. He was again elected from the counties
of Starke and gaint Joseph in 1885.

Dr. Glazebrook was one of the committees selected to draw plans
for the present state house at Indianapolis and was one of the reporters
of the great Lincoln and Douglas debate and when Stephen A. Douglas
died he was chosen as one of the pall-bearers.

Dr. Glazebrook was a man of fine character and was well versed in the
moral, religious and political questions of the day. He was a Mason
and an Odd Fellow in good standing in both lodges. He was an active
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

SERENO E. GEISELMAN. When, in 1914, without solicitation on his
part, Sereno E. Geiselman was appointed superintendent of public roads
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of Starke County, the people of this section of the state felt that no
better choice could have been made by the board of county commission-
ers. Mr. Geiselman had already' had experience in this line as super-
intendent of roads of North Bend Township, and in his private activities
had displayed such energy, resource and wealth of ideas that. it was
agreed in his new capacity he should prove a most capable and trust-
worthy official. While he has served in this capacity for only a year, Mr.
Geiselman has fully vindicated the faith thus placed in him, and through
his energetic and efficient discharge of his official duties has but strength-
ened himself in the confidence of his fellow-citizens.

Mr. Geiselman is well known to the people of Starke County, having
resided here all of his life. He was born on his father's far.m in North
Bend Toy.'llship, March 7, 1866, and is a son of Elijah W. and Catherine
(Camp) Geiselman. His grandfather, Michael Geiselman, was born in
Pennsylvania, of German ancestry, and after his marriage moved to Ohio
and took up his residence in Butler County, where he reared his family.
Subsequently he removed to Marshall County, Indiana, and established
the first blacksmith shop on Harrison Prairie, as.he did also at Bremen,
in the same county, when there were but two or three houses at that
point. There he continued to reside and follow the blacksmith and
repair trade until his death at the age of eighty-two years, he having.
survived both of his wives, whose names are not now remembered. By
his first wife, who died in middle life, all of his children were born. Mr.
Geiselman was a democrat and a consistent church member.

Elijah W. Geiselman was born in 1828, in Butler County, Ohio, and
was married in Marshall County, Indiana, to Miss Catherine Camp, also
of a German descent. He was one of a family of three sons and one
daughter, and followed the trade of.blacksmithin his early years, as also
did one of his brothers, Josiah. Elijah W. Geiselman, however, later
turned his attention to agricultural pursuits, and as a farmer settled in
North Bend Township, Starke County, in 1847, locating on land that
had been secured by his father-in-law, Joseph Camp, from the original
owner who had acquired it in its virgin state from the Government.
There Mr. and Mrs. Camp spent their lives and died as old people.
Elijah W. Geiselman continued to carryon operations on this property
until 1892, when he retired from active life and moved to Culver,
Indiana, where he died April 4, 1903, his wife; who had been born in
1829, surviving liim until February 9, 1911. A democrai in his political
views, Mr. Geiselman took an active part in public affairs, serving as
county commissioner of Starke County for nine years, and as the first
town councilman of Culver, a capacity in which he was acting at the
time of his demise. He participated as a private in the Civil war, be-
longing to the One Hundred and Fifty-first Regiment, Indiana Volunteer
Infantry, out his service occurred in the latter part of the struggle and
he took part in no active engagements. Of the fourteen children Elijah
W. and Catherine Geiselman, six Sons and three daughters grew to matur-
ity, of whom all except the eldest married and had families, and two of
these sons are now deceased.

The youngest save two of his parents' children, Sereno E. Geiselman



HISTORY OF STARKE COUNTY 725

was reared and educated in North Bend Township, and here his career
has been passed as an agriculturist. He is the owner of forty acres of
his father's property, in addition to which he carries on operations on
160 acres of rented land, and he has met with much success in the raising
of grain and stock, being a progressive and practical farmer and business
man of much ability. Politically a democrat, he has served as assessor
of his township and in the capacity of road superintendent, and it wa.s
his work in the latter position that caused his appointment by the com-
missioners, in January, 1914, to his present office. He has already
traveled more than five thousand miles in his automobile in discharging
his duties, has nine assistants in his work, and is using macadam for
repairs with much success.

Mr. Geiselman was married in' Washington Township, Starke County,
to Miss Viola Sprague, who was born in Fulton County, Indiana, January
1, 1874, and educated there and in Marshall and Starke counties. Four
children have been 'born to this union: Chester E., aged twenty-two
years, who is associated with his father in farming operations; O. Carlie,
who died at the age of fourteen months; and Russell F. and Irma F.,
who are attending school.

WILLIAM J. SMITH. That energy, discrimination and progressive
policies as applied to agriculture will result in appreciable success has
been significantly demonstrated in the career of Mr. Smith, who, though
not an extensive landholder, has given a practical exemplification of
the value of concentra~d effort and what may consistently be termed
intensive farming. He is one of the specially enterprising and pros-
perous farmers of California Township and he has been specially suc-
cessful in the commercial propagation of peppermint, to which he devotes
an average of 3V2 acres, with an average annual yield of forty-five pounds
to the acre. His well improved little farm comprises twenty acres and is
eligibly situated in section 12, California Township, his farm enterprise
also including the cultivation of additional land, which he rents. Mr.
Smith has proved in Starke County the leading exploiter of the profitable
industry of raising cowpeas, and it is primarily due to his influence that
this line of enterprise has here made remarkable advancement within
recent years. His success and prestige are the more commendable by,
reason of the fact that he came to the farm without previous experience
and has proved that a man from a great metropolitan center can gain
returns from his versatility of talent, even if that talent must needs
"grow by what it feeds on." In the case of Mr. Smith this versatility
is not so surprising as .in the average instance, for he had gained broad
and effective knowledge through long identication with the" art pre-
servative of all arts," as a representative of which he resided for twenty
years in the City of Chioogo, where he was employed as a compositor in
the offices of the Chicago Daily News, the Chicago Record-Herald, and
the Chicago Tribune, for varying intervals, and where for six years he
conducted an independent commercial-printing business, the plant and
good will of which he sold shortly before coming to S~arke County ana
purchasing his present homestead farm, in 1908.
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Thirty acres of land are devoted by Mr. Smith to the cultivation of
cowpeas, and he has the distinction of being the one who introduced
the propagation of this profitable crop in Starke County, in 1909. He
has become adept in the cultivation of these forage peas and is an author-
ity in the line. He obtains from his land an average yield of. ten bushels
to the acre, and the average market value of each acre's product is $250.
The seed peas grown by Mr. Smith have been in demand by farmers
in practically all parts of Starke County, as well as in adjoining coun-
ties, and he has demonstrated that the black-eye type of peas is best
adapted to the soil of this section of the state. For six years Mr. Smith
has given special attention also to the growing of peppermint, and
both of these. departments of intensive farm enterprise have given to him
excellent return, the while he has greatly enjoyed surcease uf metropol-
itan life and been appreciative of the independence and dignity of the
thrifty husbandman, the while he has gained secure place in the con-
fidence and esteem of the people of his adopted county. His attractive
little homestead finds its charms augmented by its situation on the north-
west shore of Bass Lake, one of the fine little lakes of the Hoosier State.
The progressive p{)licies and effective management Mr. Smith has given
to his little landed estate have caused the property to double in value
since it came into his possession.

William J. Smith claims the Badger State as the place of his nativity.
He was born in the City of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on the 1st of August,
1870, and there he was reared to adult age, in the meanwhile being
afforded the advantages of the public schools and of the Spencerian Busi-
ness College. He finally removed to the City of Chicago, and there he
was actively identified with the printing business for twenty years, as
has been previously stated in this context. Mr. Smith is a son of Carl
and .Anna (Thomas) Smith, both natives of Wisconsin and representa-
tives of sterling pioneer families of that state. The parents were resi-
dents of Milwaukee at the time of their marriage, and though the father
learned the trade of cabinetmaker in his youth, virtually his entire active
career was given to the conducting of a retail grocery business, in the
City of Milwaukee, a line of enterprise from which he retired three years
prior to his death, in 1903, just one day prior to the sixty-eighth anni-
versary of his birth. He was a republican in politics and was a consis-
tent member of the Baptist Church, as is also his widow, who still resides
in her native city and who celebrated her sixty-eighth birth-day anniver-
sary in 1914. Her fatMr, Theodore Thomas, was one of the pioneer
settlers of Milwaukee, where he established his residence in the early
'30s, and where he engaged in the hotel business at a time when the
Wisc@nsin metropolis Was a mere village. He was long numbered among
the honored citizens of Milwaukee and there he died at the venerable
age of eighty-four years. Carl and Anna (Thomas) Smith became the
parents of four sons and four daughters, of whom William J. of this
review was the second in order of birth. All are still living and all
are married except Anna, who was never wed and who died in 1913,
at the age of forty-one years.

In the City of Chicago was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Smith
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to Miss Alice Anderson, who was born at Madison, the capital city of
Wisconsin, in the year 1872, a representative of one of the fine old
Scandinavian families of the Badger State. Mrs. Smith was reared and
educated at Madison, where, in the public schools, she was a classmate
of Hon. Robert M. LaFollette, former governor of Wisconsin and pres-
ent representative of that state in the United States Senate. Mr. and
Mrs. Smith have three children: Ruth, who ~emains at the parental
home, acquired her education in the City of Chicago, is a talented musi-
cian and has been a successful teacher of music in Starke County j Melvin
G., sixteen years of age, was graduated in the graded schools in. the
spring of 1914, and is associated with his father in the work of the home
farm; and Hazel, still attending school, is thirteen years of age, in 1914.
The family is prominent and popular in the leading social activities of
the home community.

JOSEPH K. HARTZLER. An excellent example of what perseverance~
constancy, industry and self-reliance will accomplish, when combined
with a high sense of moral responsibility, is found in the .career of the
worthy citizen of Starke County whose name appears at the head of this
review, and who for thirty-three years was identified with the hardware
business at Knox. In this quality of constancy, fixedness of purpose,
the undeviating pursuit "of a plan of action, is contained the secret of
success in a multitude of cases, and to this, in conjunction with the other
sterling traits already mentioned, is attributable the creditable and suc-
cessful career of the late Joseph K. Hartzler, in whose death, May 6,
1914, Knox lost one of its best and mostly highly esteemed citizens.

Joseph K. Hartzler was born in Fairfield County, Ohio, January 10,
1836, and came of Pennsylvania parentage, being a son of John and
Lydia (Ki~g) Hartzler, who belonged to the same colony of Pennsyl-
vania Dutch residents of Miffiin County, where they were married. Not
many years thereafter they removed to Fairfield County, Ohio, from
whence, in 1838, they removed with their family to La Grange County,
Indiana, and there settled on a farm. They were industrious and hard-
working people, faithfully devoting themselves to the establishment of
a home and the proper rearing of their children, and stood high in the
esteem of the residents of their community, where they were known as
devout members of the Mennonite Church. They were the parents of
twelve children, all of whom grew to man and womanhood, where mar-
ried and made a success in the world, and all are now deceased except
David, an aged resident and farm owner of La Grange County, who has
a large family. . The father of these children died at the age of seventy-
five years, while-the mother was a year or two older at the time of her
death. He was a republican in politics, but took little interest in public
matters, save that of a good and public-spirited citizen.

Joseph K. Hartzler was the youngest of his parents' children, and his
early education was secured in the public schools of Fairfield County,
Ohio. He was a lad of twelve years when he accompanied his parents,
brothers and sisters in their journey overland, with teams and wagons,
to the new home in the wilds of La Grange County, Indiana, and there
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he secured such education as could be obtained in the primitive schools
of the day. Reared to agricultural pursuits, when he reached man's
estate he embarked in farming on his own account, and by reason of
intense energy, native thrift and general ability was able to become well-
to-do and to establish a home of his own.

At the age of thirty years Mr. Hartzler was married in La Grange
County, Indiana, to lVIiss Catherine Stutzman, who was born in Fair-
field County, Ohio, in 1848, a daughter of Jj1manuel Stutzman, of Penn-
sylvania Dutch stock, born in Miffin County, Pennsylvania, and a member
of the Mennonite Church. He accompanied his parents to Fairfield
County, Ohio, as a youth, they being Abraham and Catherine (Yoder)
Stutzman, who about the close of the Civil war took their famiiy to La
Grange County, Indiana, and there settled, improved a farm, and
lived to advanced age, becoming prominent and well-to-do people of a
community not lacking in citizens of sterling worth. While a resident
of Fairfield County, Ohio, Emanuel Stutzman was married to Miss Cath-
erine Burphy, who had'been born in sight of the City of Paris, France,
a member of a finely educated French family. Her father had died in
France, and the widow, with her seven children, seeking a home where
she could rear them to honorable man and womanhood, took passage for
the United States in 1820, on a sailing vessel, and after -a hard' and
rough voyage of six weeks landed at New York City, from whence she
made her way to Pickaway County, Ohio, and a few years later to Woos-
t~r, Wayne County, Ohio, where her two elder sons had preceded her.
Later she and her daughter, who subsequently became Mrs. Hartzler,
moved to Fairfield County, Ohio. After their marriage and the birth of
two sons and five daughters, Mr. and Mrs. Stutzman moved to La Grange
County, Indiana, settled on a farm and there passed away, the father
at the age of sixty-eight years and the mother when seventy-one years
old. They were active and lifelong members of the Mennonite Church,
and the father was a republican in politics. Their two sons and four
daughters are all still living, are all residents of Indiana and married,
and all except one have families. Mrs. Hartzler is the eldest of her
parents' children, and was given an excellent education in her girlhood.

After their marriage and the birth of one son, Mr. and Mrs. Hartzler
came to Starke County, Indiana, in 1871, and located in Washington
Township, where Mr. Hartzler was successfully engaged in agricultural
pursuits. A stanch republican in his political belief, Mr. Hartzler had
for some years been active in the ranks of his party, and had served
several terms as trustee of Washington Township. In 1881 he was
elected treasurer to Starke County, and at that time ca~e to Knox, the
county seat, to make his home. At the expiration of his term of office,
Mr. Hartzler established himself ip the hardware business on Main street,
and there continued to carry on a steadily increasing trade during the
remaining years of his life: He was a man of excellent reputation in
commercial circles, true to his contracts and engagements and absolutely
honorable in all his transactions. His business associates place~ the
utmost confidence in his judgment, and his shrewdness, foresight and
acumen enabled him to make the most of opportunities that men of less
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caliber were unable to distinguish. As a citizen he had the esteem of
the people of Knox, who could depend upon him supporting measures
calculated to make for civic betterment, and his long life was, on the
whole, a distinctly useful and helpful one.

Mrs. Hartzler, one of the well known ladies of Knox, a woman of
intelligence and refinemept, and an active worker in the Mennonite
Church, still resides in the oid home, erected by Mr. Hartzler, at the
corner of Main and John streets. She is the mother of two children:
Mahlon J., county ~lerk of Starke County, who is married alid has no
children; and Lottie, who is the wife of Clifford Fletcher, a railway
conductor on the Nickel Plate Railway, out of Fort Wayne, Indiana, has
two daughters-Catherine, who is eight years of age, and Helen, who is
one year younger.

AUGUSTINE DUSEK. As assistant principal of the public schools of
San Pierre BInd as a business man Augustine Dusek has given his best
services to the community, and, though still a young man, has 'made
himself a factor of usefulness and influence beyond his years. He is a
young man of fine mind, thorough training, high ideals, and what he is
and hBB ddne is only the earnest of a bright and promising future. !:Ie
was connected with the San Pierre schools as assistant principal for two
years, and was one of the five teachers who comprise the corps of in-
struction, but on the 8th of May, 1915, he resigned his position with th~
schools to accept a place in the business house of Gus Riess & Company,
of North Juds<>:n.

Augustine Dusek is a graduate of the North Judson High School
\ .

with the class of 1910, and from that time until entering business circles
was active in educational work. All of his teaching was done in Starke
County, and at first he was employed in District No.1 of Wayne Town-
ship. He made an excellent record as a teacher, and as a business man
his future is equally as promising. He resides in Wayne Township,
where he was born on his father's farm August 24, 1892. He grew up
on 'the old farm, attended local schools, an.d finished in the North Judson
High School. His parents are Frank V. and Mary Dusek, both of whom
were natives of Bohemia, and both are now past fifty years of age.
They came from good old stock, and when young people immigrated to
the United States about forty years ago. They both located in Chicago,
and it was there they met and married, and not long afterward moved
to Wayne Township in Starke County. The father located on a farm
in section 18, and that has since been his home. He has been an indus:
trious and thrifty £armer,has improved a fa,rm of 120 acres, has built a
good home, and has the visible evidence of prosperity in good stock and
well cultivated fiel.ds. with a substantial house and barns. Both he and
his wife are leading members of St. Cyril's Catholic Church a-t North
Judson. Politically Mr. Dusek is a democrat, and quite active in localaffairs. .

Augustine Dusek is the seventh in a family of eight children: Joseph,
who is unmarried and lives at home; Anton, unmarried and living in
Chic~fSo; Sophia, wife of Frank Burijanek, a miller and business man
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of Starke County; Edward, who married Miss May Huda and lives in
Chicago; Otto, who is a tailor by trade, is a resident of Chicago, and by
his marriage to Emma Krajic has one :son; Frank, who lives at home;
Augustine, of this review; and Victor, attending the high school of North
Judson. J1r. Dusek is prominent in the work of the Catholic Order of
Foresters, having membership in St. Joseph Lodge at North Judson.
PC\litica!ly he is a democrat.

CARSON REBSTOCK, a native son of Sta.rke County, exercised potent
influence in upholding and advancing Jthe excellent standard of its public
schools and was an able and popular representative of the pedagogic
profession in the county for more than a decade. At the time of his
death he held the dual office of superintendent of the township schools of
Center Township and principal of the centralized schools of the township.
Mr. Rebstock not only proved himself an able and enthusiastic instructor,
but also an executive of much circumspection and discrimination, so that
his success was assured and had its reflex in the successful work of the
schools under his direction.

Carson Rebstock was born on the old home place north of Knox in
Center Township May 28, 1878, and died in the best years of life at
the age of thirty-six, on the 5th of April, 1915. He was a son of
Nathaniel and Nancy A. (Stewart) Rebstock, both natives of Ohi6 a.nd
both young folk at the time of their removal of their respective families
to Starke County, Indiana, their marriage having been solemnized at
North Judson, this county, in 1865. Since 1866 they have resided on
their fine homesteoo in Center Township, and Nathaniel Rebstock re-
claimed the greater part of this farm from the virgin forest, his original
domicile having been a log house of the type common to the pioneer
days. He is now the owner of a finely improved and valuable landed
estate of 190 acres,-with excellent buildings of modern type, and in the
fulness of prosperity and comfort he and his wife find themselves com-
passed by those conditions and influences that should crown years of
earnest and worthy endeavor. Mr. Rebstock celebrated his seventieth
birthday anniversary on the 11th of March, 1914, and his wife was sixty-
eight years of age on the 31st of January of the same year. In politics
Mr. Rebstock is an uncompromising democrat, his influence in local
affairs of a public order having been loyal and benignant and he served
two terms, of four years each, as township trustee. Of their children
only one is now living, a daughter, Alice, the wife of Joseph Lancaster,
a representative contractor and builder in the City of South Bend..
Their only child, Minnie, is the wife of William Meyers, and Mr. and
Mrs. Meyers have a daughter, Marie.

Carson Rebstock received his early education in the schools of Center
Township, and at an early age qualified himself for the profession of
teaching. He began teaching school in the county more than twelve
years ago, and continued in the work until the failing condition of his
health forced him to retire in the fall of 1914. His whole ambition
centered around his profession, and he gave freely of }lis time and means
to better prepare himself, along educational lines. In 1911 he was elected
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to the principalship of the Center Township centralized school, and he
gave his best efforts toward increasing the efficiency of this institution.
Mr. Rebstock spent a.number of years in the higher educational institu-
tions of the state, and was a graduate of the State Normal College at
Terre Haute. He also attended Valparaiso University for a period of
three years.

It was while attending school at Valparaiso, on the 14th of August,
1910, that Mr. Rebstock was united in marriage to Miss Nellie J. Court-
right, who was born in Kankakee, Illinois, on the 5th of March, 1875, and
who was a child at the time of her parents' removal to Coffee County,
Kansils, where she acquired her early education in the public schools,
later attending the normal department of what is now Valparaiso Uni-
versity. She devoted about twelve years to successful work as a teacher,
is a woman of distinctive culture, and is a zealous member of the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church at Knox, as was a~o her husband. They had
no children.

Mrs. Rebstock is the sixth in order of birth of a family of eleven
children, all of whom are living and married and all but two of whom
have children. Mrs. Rebstock is a daughter of William D. and Sarah
Ann (Flint) Courtright, who were born in Ohio, to which state their
parents moved from Pennsylvania in an early day. The marriage of Mr.
and Mrs. Courtright occurred in J a~per County, Indiana, and he was
there engaged in farming. Mrs. Rebstock was but eighteen months old
at the time of the family removal to Kansas, where her father became a
pioneer farmer of Coffee County. But after passing fifteen years in
the Sunflower State the family returned to Indiana and established a
home in the City of Valparaiso, where the devoted wife and mother died
in 1896, at the age of fifty years. Mr. Courtright now makes his home
with his children, and is eighty-two years of age. He is a member of
-the Methodist Church, as was also his wife, and haS been from his youth
a stalwart supporter of the cause of the republican party.

CARROLL W. CANNON. The public 6chool system of Starke County is
fortunate in having as its executive head so able and enthusiastic an
official as Mr. C~nnon, who is now serving the third'year of his six-
year term in the position of county superintendent of public instruction
with residence and official headquarters at Knox, the judicial center of
the county. Under his jurisdiction are seven high schools and graded
and district schools aggregating seventy-nine in number. He has not
only proved an effective and popular representative of pedagogiG inter-
ests in the county, but has also, as an executive, gained the earnest
support and cooperation of the teachers and the general public-a fact
that offers the most effective voucher for the excellence of his admin-
istration.

Special interest attaches to the successful career of Mr. Cannon by
reason of the fact that he is a native of the village and county that are
now his home. He was born at Knox, Starke County, on the 17th of
December, 1883, and here he continued his studies in the public schools
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until his graduation in the high school, as a member of the class of 1902.
Within the same year he engaged in teaching iu the schools of his native
county, and within a short time he was advanced to the position of prin-
cipal of the public schools at San Pierre, this county. There he con-
tinued in active service during the most of the intervening time until he
was elected county superintendent of public instruction, in 1911, for a
term of six years, his fidelity and able administration having fully justi-
fied this selection for this exacting and important office.

Mr. Cannon is a son of Joseph and Hannah (Speelman) Cannon, the
former of whom was born in the State of Delaware, about the year
1850, "and the latter of whom was born and reared in Davis Township,
Starke County, Indiana, a representative of an honored pioneer family.
Joseph Cannon, a scion of remote Scotch ancestry, came with his parents
to Starke County about the time of the Civil war and was here reared to
manhood on the old homes~,ead farm near Knox, the county seat. His
marriage was solemnized in Davis Township, and after being for many
years in the service of the New York, Chicago & St. Louis Railroad,
commonly known as the Nickel Plate, he resigned his position to assume
the office of postmaster at Knox.. He held this position nine years and
then turned his attention to agricultural pursuits, and he is now num-
bered among the representative farmers of Center Township, this county.,
where both he and his wife command high place in popular esteem, and
where he is known as a zealous advocate of the principles of the demo-
cratic party. Of the children, Carroll W., of this review, is the eldest;
Clyde and Russell are associated in the ,work and management of the
home farm; Ruby is the wife of Gilland V. Hunt, of Knox; Dallas like-
wise remains at the parental home; and two children died in infancy.

In politics the county superintendent of schools accords allegiance to
the democratic party, and in a fraternal way he is affiliated with the
Modern Woodmen of America; with Knox Lodge No. 639, Free and
Accepted Masons, of which he is senior warden in 1914'; and with Yellow
River Lodge of the Independent Order of Odd F~llows, at Knox. Both
he and his wife are zealous members of the Christian Church at Knox
and he is serving on its official board.

At San Pierre was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Cannon to Miss
Edna Meyers', who was born in,Adams County, this,state, but who was
reared and educated in Miami County, Ohio. Prior to her marriage she
had been a successful teacher in the schools of San Pierre, at the time
when her husband had initiated his service as county superintendent.
~r. and Mrs. Cannon have one child, Eleanor R.

LEONARD TIETZ. A substantial country home, plenty of land, well
improved and cultivated fields, and prosperity and well order~d enter-
prise indicated through house, farms and other surroundings-such are
some of the features of the 'Tietz homestead in section 16 of 'Railroad
Township. The proprietors, Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Tiet2i, are people
too well known in that section of Starke County to r!Jquire extended
introduction. Both have lived here many years, and the results of their
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work have been of value not only to themselves and their children, but
also to the community in which they live.

Leonard Tietz was born in Laporte County, Indiana, September 9,
1858, and was of .German parentage. His parents came to America after
their marriage and subsequently located in Starke County, living on a
farm in Railroad Township. His father, Michael Tietz, died when
eighty-five years of age, and the mother, Louisa (Goldburg) Tietz,
passed away at the age of seventy-five. Both were members of the
Lutheran Church.

Leonard Tietz was reared and educated chiefly in Starke County, and
with the practical judgment and loyal cooperation of his energetic wife
has made a success as a farmer. Mr. and Mrs. Tietz own 120 acres of
fine black loam soil in Railroad Township. Their dwelling is a very
comfortable eight-room house and there are a-number of other substantial
farm buildings. The farm has sufficient timber on it to supply fuel.
Mr. and Mrs. Tietz have lived in Starke County and occupied this farm
for eighteen years, and its improvements can be credited to their well-
directed efforts.. While Mr. Tietz has been an industrious worker, he
readily acknowledges that his success is chiefly due to the efficient man-
agement of his wife, who is a woman of splendid mental and physical
gifts and is both a capable home maker and mother and business woman
of rare judgment and executive skill.

In 1884 Mr. Tietz was married in Railroad Township to Miss Tone M.
Schmidt. She was born in West Prussia, Germany, in the Village of
Niehoff, November 9, 1859, a daughter of August and Wilhelmina
(Hasse) Schmidt. Both her pal'ents were nati~es of the same district,
and were of fine old German stock. They had three children, all born
in Germany, including Mrs. 'l1ietz, Augusta, wife of Julius Warner of
Ora, Starke County, and Emil, who is now living in Messabe, Min~e-
sota, a merchant and mine owner. Emil Schmidt is married and has a
family of four sons and three daughters, one of the daughters, Anna,
being the wife of William Mudge, a millionaire mine owner of Minnesota.
Mrs.. Tietz' mother died in Germany when thirty-eight years ~f age.'
and she possessed some of the qualities of ambition and energy which
have characterized Mrs. Tietz. The father also died in Germany when
about seventy years of age, having spent his life as a farmer. Both were
members of the Lutheran Church.

Mr. and Mrs. Tietz are the parents of the following ehildren: Clara
0., who was born March 19, 1885, in Railroad Township; on the old
homestead, was educated in Minnesota, where Mr. and Mrs. Tletz lived
for some years, and is the former wife of Charles B. England. Anna
Annett, . who was educated in the public schools of Minnesota and
Indiana, is now employed in Chicago. Lucy B., the wife of Oscar Fech-
ner, a farmer in North Bend Township, has a son, Franklin. Benjamin
E. is a resident of Chicago and a motorman for-the City Railway Com-
pany. Martha A. is the wife of Arthur Newell of Hammond, and they
have a daughter Alice, aged two years. Grant F., now twenty-one years
of age, lives at home and completeq his education in the public schoolsof this county. .
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WILLIAM OSBORN. As the oldest living representative of the Osborn
family, which since 1840 hlJ,s played so conspicuous a part in the devel-
opment and social and civic life of Starke County, this publication
should contain a sketch of William Osborn, now living at the venerable
age of eighty-seven in Culver.

William Osborn was bor~ in Delaware County, Ohio, in 1827. The
American ancestors of the family were New Yorkers, and his paternal
grandfather, James Osborn, was born in that state July 21, 1774. The
family removed to Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, and afterwards to
Delaware County, Ohio, 'where James Osborn died January 12, 1844.
George M. Osborn, father of William Osborn, was born in Luzerne
County, Pennsylvania, July 30, 1802, and died at Eagle Lake in Starke
County, Indiana, July 15, 1845. George M. Osborn married Anna Hall,
who was born in New Jersey, March 25,1806, when a child removed with
her parents to Delaware County, Ohio, and was married there in 1822.
She died at Eagle Lake in Starke County the same year as her husband,
on April 25, 1845. Their children were: J aphet, Lucy, William, Eliza,
Joh~ W. and Samuel. When the parents died the oldest of these children
was twenty-one years of age, and the youngest four. .

In. 1840 George M. Osborn brought his family to Starke County,
Indiana, locating at Eagle Lake in what is now Washington Township.
As described on other pages, the Osborns gave the name to the lake on
account of the many eagles found there. They came to the county a num-
ber of years before it was organized, and helped to conve;rt the wilder-
ness into a landscape of farms and make the land available for the uses
of civilization. It is told how George Osborn, after bringing his family
to the county, walked through the woods thirty miles to Winamac, the
seat of the land office, in order to enter his land. They had very few
neighbors, and had their farm improvements well under way before other
settlers followed their example.

The oldest son in the family, the responsibilities of the household
IJ,nd of the younger children devolved upon William Osborn at the death
of his parents. He was at that time a vigorous young man, and had
received part of his education in the first primitive schools established in
Starke County. He established a home of his own finally in North Bend
Township, five miles northwest of Culver, and was successfully engaged
in the business of farming until he retired and moved to Culver.

William Osborn married Louisa J. Owens, who died at the age of
seventy-six. She was born in Bartholomew County, Indiana, and became
the mother of six children.

PAUL H. JACOB. While experience is invaluable in the business of
farmi~g as in everything else, a more desirable requisite is practical
ability. Some men have had years and years of experience and yet are
only humdrum farmers, while others who have the energy and the faculty
of adapting themselves readily to conditions are successful almost from
the beginning. An illustration of this class of farmers in Starke County
is Paul H. Jacob, who in 1911 came from Chicago, where he had been
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in business as a teaming contractor, bought eighty acres in section 29 of
Oregon Township, and in the past four years has shown a remarkable
proficiency in his new field of enterprise. It can be said of Mr. Jacob
literally that he has made two blades of grass grow where only one had
been before on his land. He is in every way progressive, and already
has a valuable and productive estate.

Through the work of his own hands he has created a good set of farm
buildings, including a large barn 24 feet wide by 106 feet long. The
first 32 feet of ~his barn are used for hay storage and a horse stable,
the next 14 feet for a tool house, and the last 60 feet for poultry and
other purposes. He has one of the best houses in the township, 24 by 36
feet, two stories and ten rooms. It is built on a solid concrete basement
foundation, with a large porch on concrete blocks, and all its equipment
and furnishings are first class. Mr. Jacob's land is black sandy loam, and
all but seven acres are thoroughly improved. It 'will grow everything
that can be raised on Indiana soil. He has thirty-five acres in corn, with
an average yield of seventy bushels per acre. Mr. Jacob also grows
wheat, onions and potatoes. For the past two or three years he has had
from twelve to eighteen acres in onions, and has grown between six and
eight hundred bushels to, the acre. Of potatoes his crop runs betwe~n
'a hundred and a hundred and fifty b'llshels per acre. Mr. Jacob may be
classified as a general farmer, one who not-only makes the land produce
to the full extent of its fertility, but also uses his crops for the feeding
of good live stock. He keeps seven head of first-class horses, has a herd
of cattle headed by a fine Jersey bull, and keeps some fine hogs of the
O. I. C. strain.

In Chicago, where Mr. Jacob was born March 18, 1880, he received a
good education in the public and German parochial schools, got into
the teaming business under his father, and made the money from team-
ing contracting which he subsequently invested in Starke County land.
His parents were Peter and Rose (Rose) Jacob, who were born in the
City of Hesse Kassel, Germany, and came to America when young peo-
ple, locating in Chicago. In that city the father was employed one year
b'y the Brunswick-Balke-Collender Company, manufacturers of billiard
tables. He then went into the general teaming business, and in that
line made a modest fortune, and retired about eight years before his
death, which occurred February 2, 1914. His wife died in March, 1906,
being then about fifty-eight years of age., while the father was sixty-nine.
They were members of the Lutheran Church and in politics he was a
republican. There were five sons in the family, namely: William, who
is a carpenter contractor in Chicago and is married and has two sons;
Adam, a lithographer of Chicago, married and has two daughters; John,
who died at the age of eight years; Paul H.; and Oscar, a passenger
conductor on the Rock Island ~ilway, and is married and has a son
and daughter.

Paul 'H. Jacob was married in Chicago to Miss Ella Hilt. She was
born November 26, 1886, and was well educated in the public and paro-chial schools. She is a most devoted wife and mother, and interested in '
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home, and has done much to help her husband in establishing their
generous prosperity in Starke County. Her father, John Hilt, was born
in Germany, and after several children had been born to him and wife
in that country, emigrated to America and located in Chicago some
years before the big fire. There he became a carpenter contractor, hav-
ing learned the trade in Germany, and built up a successful business.
The Hilt family are all members of the Catholic Church except Mrs.
Jacob. Mr. and Mrs. Jacob are Lutherans, and in politics he is a repub-
lican. Mr. and Mrs. Jacob have two children: Walter L., who was born
in March, 1905, and is now in the third grade of the public schools; and
Paul T., born April 12, 1909.

JOHN L. MOORMAN. Since. 1898 J o4n L. Moorman has been editor
and proprietor of the Stark~ County Republican, and to his public enter-
prise and public spirit is due the creditable showing made by that paper
and its position as a leading and influential organ of public opinion.
The Starke County Republican,. ~s told on other pages, was established
in 1875 by William Garner, and until Mr. Moorman took charge had a
somewhat uneven career. Mr. Moorman succeeded C. M. Hane in the
ownership, and in the past seventeen years has used the Republican as a
means of promoting progress in local affairs and for the advocacy of
the principles of the republican party. ,Mr. Moorman is both a farmer
and newspaper ma~, and before coming to Knox was publisher and pro-
prietor of the Idaville Observer at Idaville, Indiana, for four years.

John L. Moorman was born March 17, 1869, in Paulding County,
Ohio, and was brought to Indiana in 1870, by his parents, Jacob and
Laura (Daggett) Moorman. His father was born in New York and his
mother in Indiana, and were married in this state. They were farmers
for a number of years in Carroll County. The mother died in 1877 at
the age of forty-eight, and the father passed away in Alabama in 1904,
aged seventy~nine. They were Methodists, and in politics he was a
republican, and a man of fine character, well known for his industry and
frugal habits.

John L. Moorman was educated in the public schools, reared on a
farm, and has found both profit and recreation in farming. He owns
two well improved and valuable places in Starke County, and conducts
them on a systematic and efficient basis.

Mr. Moorman was married in White County, Indiana, to Maude M.
Pilling. She was born and reared in White County, and,they have one
son by their marriage, John D., born January 30, 1897, at Idaville and
educated in Starke County, and a member of the high school class of
1915. In 1913 Mr. Moorman completed the fine 10-room home on Lake
Street in Knox, one of the best and most modern residences of the city.

Outside of his work as a newspaper man and farmer he spends his
time largely within the family circle,. though he is also a believer in social
ties, and is a chapter Mason, a member of the Knights of Pythias, and
with his wife is a regular attendant of the Methodist Church.
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DANIEL S. NAVE. In 1911 the commercial interests of the flourishing
City of Knox were strengthened and augmented by the advent of Daniel
~. Nave, who since that time has been the commercial representative of
the Illinois Glass Company, of Chicago, Illinois. Mr. Nave's career is
expressive of the possibilities of business life when directed by a well- ,

trained mind, an earnest purpose and energetic industry, and his success
has placed him among the substantial men of his adopted community..

Mr. Nave was born in the City of Indianapolis, Indiana, Ma.rch 8,
1865:, and was one year old when brouglit to Wayne Township, Starke
County, by his parents, John T. B. and Lovina J.,(Jones) Nave, who
settled near Toto postoffice, on what was known as the old Matt T. .
Hebner farm, The paternal grandfather was Teter Nave and the
paternal grandmother's name was Bowers.' The former was of German
parentage, and they passed their lives in Carter County, Tennessee, being
farmers and distillers, and passed away in that locality in advanced ag6.
Frederick and Phoebe J. (Lewis) Jones, the maternal grandparents, were
of either Welsh or English stock, and passed .their lives in Carter County,
Tennessee, where Mr. Jones was a foundryman and m{)ulder and attained
advanced years, as did his wife. Several members' of th~se families
fought in the war between the United States and Mexico. It is probable
that their religious faith was that of the Baptist Church.

John T. B. Nave was born in Carter County, Tennessee, October 21,
1829, and was there married to Lovina J. Jones, who was born in the
same county February 15, 1833: Subsequently they moved to Indian-
apolis, and from that city came to Starke County in 1866, as before
noted, here passing twenty years in agJ;'icultural pursuits. In the fall
of the year 1886 they removed to Davis Township, and there the father
passed away March 17, 1888, the mother surviving only until December
3d of the same year. They were Baptists in their religious belief and
M~. Nave was a republican, and strong in both his religious and political
faith. He was a man of good education, and during his earlier years had
been engaged for some time as a school teacher. He was still a resident
of his native state when the Civil war broke out, and was impressed into
the Confederate service, in which he was compelled to serve a year,
although his sympathies were with the North and he had two brothers in
the Union service, Lieut. Daniel and Abraham. In order to escape
he secured a Union uniform, made his way at once to his home and joined
his family, and was able to reach the North after a perilous and exciting
journey. Abraham Nave died in Tennessee, while Lieut. Daniel Nave
still resides in Carter County, where he is successfully engaged in a
mercantile business.

Daniel S. Nave was one of a family of six sons and five daughters, .of
whom three sons and two ~aughters still survive: Levi, a resident of
South Bend, Indiana, and foreman in the plant of the South Bend Mal-
leable Iron Stove CompaJ;ly, is married and has children; Daniel S., of
this review; Pliney, who is engaged in the real estate business at South
Bend, is married and has a family; Margaret J., the wife of Perry Miller,

47
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of Knox, and has one son and two daughters; and Lillie, the wife of
E. G. Coffin, lives in Chicago and has a large family of children.

Daniel S..Nave was reared on his father's farm in Wayne Township,
and there received his education in the district schools, at one time
being a student under the lady who afterward became his wife. When'
he reached the age of twenty-one years he started upon his career as an
educator, his first school being in Washington Township, from whence
he went to Davis Township and then to Center Township, his teaching
career covering a period of eleven years, the greater part of this time
being in Davis Township. When he left the schoolroom to enter com-
mercial pursuits, Mr. Nave went to South Bend, and later to Chicago,
Illinois, where for two years he represented the Empire Bottle and
Supply Company, of New York City. In 1911 he was offered and
accepted the position of representative with the Illinois Glass Company,
of Chicago, which has numerous branch offices and a home office at Alton,
Illinoi~. Since coming to Knox, Mr. Nave has occupied a well-appointed
place of business on West John Street, and has built up an excellent
business, having for the past year specialized in the handling of milk
bottles. He is known as a capable, energetic and progressive business
man, thoroughly alive to modern methods and ideas, and with an excel-
lent reputation for solidity and reliability in his transactions. Since
coming to Knox he has evidenced a sincere desire to assist in the advance-
ment of the movements which promise to make for business and civic
betterment and has refused his support to no worthy cause.

While a resident of Washington Township, Mr. Nave was married
September 5, 1889, to Miss Catherine I. Horner, a sister of John W.
Horner, in whose sketch in another part of this work a history of the
family will be found. Mrs. Nave was born in Washington Township,
April 10, 1868, was well educated, showed herself an apt and assiduous
st~dent, and at the age of sixteen years began teaching school. Among
her students were prof. Carson Rebstock, now superintendent of dis-
trict schools of Starke County; Cora and Bessie Coffin, who are now
teachers in the county; the present county sheriff, Mr. Pettes, and his
wife, and Agnes Laramore, deputy postmistress of Knox. Some of these
pupils also went to school under Mr. Nave, so that both have taken a part
in the education of some of the county's prominent people. Mrs. Nave
was known as one of the most popular educators the community has
known, and universal regret was expressed when she left the schoolroom
to enter matrimony. Mr. and Mrs. Nave have had no children, but are
foster parents of a nep,hew, Berwyn Coffin. Mrs. Nave is a member of
the Christian Church, while her husband has affiliated with no religious
body, although always ready to support movements which will make for
good citizenship, morality and religion. He'is also independent in his
political views, although with leanings toward republicanism..

CHARLES BURIANEK. For upwards of thirty years one of the solid
agriculturlJ,l families of Starke County has been the Burianeks, with
residence in section 7 of Wayne Township. Charles Burianek has spent
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all his life since childhood in Starke County, grew up on his father's
farm and has been its practical manager for a number of years and is now
its owner.

Charles Burianek was born in Cook County in the City of Chicago,
Illinois, July 4, 1877, a son of Frank and Barbara (Uchitil) Burianek.
The parents were both born in Bohemian Bavaria. In that country
Frank Burianek was reared, learned the trade of carpenter, and married
a farmer's daughter. They lived for some years within about thirty
miles of the City of Prague and while there four children were born to
them. Two of these died young, and two daughters, Katie and Antoine,
are still living, residents of Chicago, and have large families of their
own. In 1869 the family left the old country, taking passage on the
steamship Baltimore at Bremen and two weeks later reaching New York.
They journeyed on to Chicago, where the father was for a time empioyed
in the railroad service, but subsequently resumed his trade as carpenter.

It was in 1887 that the family came to Starke County, where Frank
Burianek bought 160 acres in section 7 of Wayne Township. When he
located here his home was in the midst of the wild woods. He and Jacob
Keller took the contract to cut off the timber and deliver it to the Erie
Railway Company. After the removal of most of the woods Mr. Burianek
improved the land, shipped in lumber from Chicago and built his home
with his own hands. In the same year he constructed a barn on a foun-
dation 20 by 20 feet and two years later doubled its size. As a carpenter
he found many ways to improve and increase the value of his farm, and
also brought under cultivation about forty or fifty acres of the land
before his death. He passed away September 15, 1907, at the age of
sixty-eight. He was always a hard worker, a man of upright character
and had a lnrge number of friends both in Starke County' and in Chi-
cago. His widow, Mrs. Burianek, is still living, having her home with
her son in Wayne Township. She is seventy-six years of age, having been
born December 4, 1839, and in spite of her years is still active and hearty.
She has been a communicant of the Catholic Church all her life, as was
her husband. Several years after she came to Chicago she was followed
by her mother and two sisters, and the mother died in Chicago, and one
of the sisters, Anna, is now married and has a family in Chicago. Frank
Burianek and wife became the parents of several other children after
reaching America. Two of them, Mary and Anna, died young. Those
living are: Mary, second of the name, who is the wife of James Novak,
of Chicago, and has two sons and four daughters; Charles, who is next
in age of those living; Barbara, wife of Frank Manina, a resident of
Chicago, and they have a son and two daughters; Anna is the second
wife of Frank Pethoua, farmers in Railroad Township of Starke County,
and parents of three children; Emma lives at home with her mother and
brother, and is unmarried.

Charles Burianek received his first educational opportunities in
Chicago, and attended school for several years after coming to Starke
County. He has kept his home on the old farm ever since reaching
maturity, and two years after his father's death bought the interests of
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the other heirs and for the past five years has been owner of the entire
estate. He has been exceptionally successful as a farmer, grow~ all the
crops known to Starke County agriculture, including the grain cereals
and potatoes. He keeps some first-class horses, cattle and hogs, and is a
progressive farmer who believes in utilizing his land to the highest advan,.
tage and at the same time conserving its fertility. Part of his farm is in
timber and he also has some pasture land and wild hay. Mr. Burianek
has never married, having chosen the unselfish course of looking after
his parents, and has been devoted to their interests since early childhood.
He was reared in the Catholic faith, but maintains a somewhat inde-
pendent attitude in religious matters, and in politics is one of the stanch
advocates of the grand old party.

JOHN C. FERCH. Now living virtually retired in a pleasant home
within the corporate limits of the village of Hamlet, Mr. Ferch has been
a resident of Starke County since his infancy, was here reared and edu-
cated, and as a youth he assisted materially in the reclamation and im-
provement of the fine old homestead farm of which he is still the owner
and which is eligibly situated in Davis Township. Though he now rents
this property to a good tenant he still gives a general supervisio~ to
the same and is one of the vigorous and progressive meR of the county
in which he is a representative of an old and honored family and in
which he himself is held in unequivocal esteem.

Mr. Ferch was born in the City of Laporte, Indiana, on the 10th of
November, 1870, and in 1872 his parents came to Starke County, where
they passed the remainder of their lives. He is a son of John C. and
Augusta (Creig) Ferch, both natives of the Province of Posen, Prussia,
where thefatlher was born December 25, 1835, and the mother on the 3d
of May, 1845. JohnC. Ferch, Sr., was reared to adult age in his native
land, and as a young man he immigrated to the United States and made
the City of Laporte, Indiana, his destination. There he established his
residence in July,. 1861. His marriage was solemnized about three years
later, his wife having come on a sailing vessel from Hamburg to New
York City and having had a long and weary voyag-e. In the spring of
1872 John C. Ferch came with his family to Starke County and estab-
lished his residence in the village of Hamlet. Here he became identified
with agricultural pursuits, and eight years after coming to the county he
purchased a tract of eighty acres of land in section 13, Davis Township,
near the village of Hamlet. ' This land he reclaimed to effective cultiva-
tion and here he continued to reside for a quarter of a century. He'
made excellent improvements on his original homestead and in 18~3
purchased an additional tract of 160 acres, so that at the time of his
death he was the owner of a valuable landed estate of 240 acres. Much
of the property was reclaimed from a virtually wild condition, and his
enterprise and good judgment were specially shown in the excellent
drainage system which he installed upon his farm, the dredging and
ditching having redeemed much land that was swampy and having made

. the same rich and prolific soil. Mrs. Ferch was summoned to the life



HIS'rORY OF STARKE COUNTY 741
,

eternal on the 21st of September, 1891, and her husband survived her
by about ,a decade, his death occurring on th~ 11th of May, 1902. Both
were earnest and consistent member~ of the Lutheran Church and their
lives were guided and governed by those sterling principles that made
them loyal and worthy in all the relations of life. Mr. . Ferch was a
stanch republican in his political proclivities, was a man of industry
and mature judgment and was a citizen who commanded the high regard
of all who knew him. Of the children five are now living. Emeline is
the wife of Rudolph Pett, of Van Wert, Ohio, and they have two sons
and three daughters. Rudolph Ferch holds a responsible position in
the City of Gary, Indiana~ and he has one son and one daughter.
Amelia is the wife of Gabriel Doyle, concerning whom individual men-
tion is made on other pages of this publication. John C., Jr., subject
of this review, is the next in order of birth. Marie is the wife of Carlton
Wright, D. D. S., who is engaged in the successful practice of his profes-
sion at Hartford City,. Blackford County, and they have Qne daughter
and twin sons.

John C. Ferch, Jr., found the period of his childhood and youth com-
passed by the conditions and influences of the home farm and he early
began to lend his aid in its work, so that he came well fortified when he

'engaged in independe~t farming operations. He made good use, of
the advantages afforded him in the public schools of pavis Township,
and after his marriage he assumed the active management of the home-
stead farm of 240 acres, of which property he is now the owner. The -

farm is improved with good buildings, including a commodious r~idence,
a barn that is, with its wings, 72 by 62 feet in dimensions; with granary
and cribs capable of holding 3,000 bushels of grain, and with good tool
sheds and other buildings. The house has seven rooms, is provided with
bathroom and other modern facilities. While 'on his farm Mr. Ferch
devoted his attention to diversified agricultur-e and to the raising of high-
~rade live stock. .

In 1907 Mr. Ferch retired from his farm and established his residence.
in the villlage of Hamlet, on a part of the old homestead estate of his
wife's parents. Here he has an attractive home and is known and
honored as one of the substantial and progressive citizens of Starke
County. Though he has had no ambition for political office and has
held no public preferment save that of superintendent of roads, he gives
unqualified allegiance to the republican party and takes lively interest
in local affairs. He and his family are coPlmunicants of the Lutheran
church.

Mr. Ferch married Miss Wilhelmina Lotter, who was born at Hamil-
ton, Ohio, on the 8th of June, 1876,' and who received hRir education prin-
cipally at Berne, Adams County, Indiana, whence she finally came with
her parents to Starke County. Mrs. Ferch is a daughter of John P.
and Catherine (Skeles) Lotter, both nativ~s of Germany, where the
former was born in 1840 and the latter in 1842. Of the two children
born in Germany one there died i~ infancy, and in 1870 Mr. Lotter, in
company with his wife and their one daughter, Anna, came to the United

.
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States. They located in Butler County, Ohio, later removed to the City
of Hamilton, that state, and finally they came to Indiana and established
their home on a farm in Adams County, Mr.. Lotter having become also
the owner of a good farm in Davis Township, Starke County.. He died
in 1892, and his widow passed her declining years in Starke County,
where she was accorded the utmost solicitude in the homes of her children
and where she died on the 18th of August, 1912. She was a devout
member of the Lutheran Church, as was also her husband, and in politics
he was a democrat. T~ey are survived by nine children: John, who is
a resident of Michigan; Andrew, who maintains his home in Kentucky
and who hag five children; Barbara is not married and has charge of
the domestic affairs of the home of her brothers who are operating the
Ferch farm; Alice is the wife of William Sprague, a railway man, alid
they reside at Kankakee, Illinois; Mrs. Ferch is the next in order of
birth; George, Lawrence and Conrad reside upon and have practical
charge of the farm owned by Mr.. Ferch of this sketch, all being bachelors
and their sister Barbara having her home with them, ag already noted;
and Cora is the wife of Frederick Mickow, personally mentioned on other
pages of this publication. Mr. and Mrs. Ferch have two children:
Richard, who was born March 5, 1902; and Carl C. W., who was born
January 27, 1906, both sons being pupils in the graded schools or
Hanilet.

JACOB KELLER located in North Judson during the Civil war, and
there Ae and his brother Lewis engaged in the mercantile business, doing
quite an extensive business for several years. He also engaged in the
real estate business, making many sales and 'causing a fair emigration
of foreigners to locate in and around North Judson. The class of
farmers that he was instrumental in locating in Wayne Township are a
very industrious class of citizens, honest and upright in all their transac-
tions, and have added wonde:rfully to the progress of that neighborhood.
Those people consisted chiefly of Polish and Germans and the farms they
occupy tells what this class of people means to any locality.

Mr. Keller was appointed to the very important office of county real
estate assessor on June 1, 1891, and held that position for several years.
He was a business man throughout, and took great interest in road build-
ing, having contracted and built some of the finest gravel roads in the
county. He carried on the manufacture of artificial or cement blocks
for building purposes, being the first to undertake a -thing of that kind
in Starke County. Since then others have taken up the work of manu-
facturing those cement blocks which are now so extensively used in
building, and for foundations and cellar walls, and many use those blocks
for building barns and automobile garages.

Mr. Keller was one of the leading spirits in locating the sand-lime
brick factory at North Judson, the manufacture of which was carried on
very extensively for several years. The plant is now, however, out of
commission, although some parties are talking of reviving it, as there was
always a good demand for the brick that Wag made at this plant. Mr.
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. Keller always took an active part in whatever enterprise was undertaken

for his home town and was instrlimental in accomplishing many enter-
prises that helped so nobly in the growth and development of North
Judson and vicinity. He died in 1910, leaving behind him a name that
will forever be remembered by all who knew him, for he was always char-
itable, giving to those in need, and one gr-eat trait of Mr. Keller was to
give employment to all within his power, thus helping those that would
otherwise have been in deep want.

He often said that he woUld live to see Starke County become the
leading county 'in the state for raising the products so well adapted to
our soil and climate. He was a strong advocate of drainage and attrib-
uted the progress of Starke County greatly to that account.

,
JACOB KELLER

Mr. Keller was always a democrat and took an active part in election
and the selection of candidates, but never incurred the ill will or enmity
of those holding to opposite opinions. A few years before his death he
formed a real estate and insurance business with C. W. Weninger, a
business they carried on quite successfUlly up to the time of Mr. Keller's
death, after which Mr. Weninger became manager and the administrator
of Mr. Keller's affairs, and took a true interest in settling up Mr. Keller's
estate and Mr. Weninger conducted the real estate and insurance busi-
ness without a hitch until he was elected county auditor in the election
of 1912. He still conducts that business, although he cannot give it all
the personal attention that he did before being elected county auditor.
Thus we see that the business and interests established by Mr. Keller so
many years ago are carried on the same as they were during his life-
time, an example that it would be well for any good citizen to emUlate.
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CHARLES J. DANIELSON came to Hamlet from Chicago in or about
the year 1900 and lived in ,and near that town until his death. He opened
up a fine farm in Davis Township, but continued to live in Hamlet most
of the time, renting his farm out to other parties. He was elected to the
office of township trustee for Davis Township, November 6, 1894, and
held the office until August, 1899; Taking a great interest in opening up
new roads in the township, and the schools, too, he never lost sight of
giving much of his time to the care of that branch of business character-
istic of every officer that loved good schools and the educational interest
of his township.

Mr. Danielson was a heavy assessed landowner, being heavily assessed
for the construction of the Place ditch, which was the straightening of

.
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CHARLES J. DANIELSON

the Kankakee River, thus making many acres of the Kankakee Valley
fine farm lands. Those expenses he paid without a murmur, believing
that this was the only solution to placing Starke County on a plain with
the best counties in the state.

He was one of the leading church m~mbers of Hamlet, and contrib-
uted very liberally towards the building of the Methodist Church. Good
churches, good streets and good sidewalks are his pride, and he was
instrumental in making much improvement in that line and when he
turned his office of trustee over to George Patrick, every one agreed that
he had managed the affair~ of the town&hip in a good and honest manner,
and this will remain in the minds of all down the ages of time.

Mr. Danielson previous to holding the township assessor's office held
the office of justice of the peace of his township and made a very desira-
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ble officer, using good judgment, and giving universal satisfaction in
his decisions of cases tried before him.

JOSEPH NORMAN MCCORMICK. Among t~e earliest recollections
of Mr. McCormick are the removal of his family from old Virginia
and its establishment as pioneers in the woods of Starke County. He
has known this county three score years, and his knowledge of its
physical condition and its people is of particul~r definiteness because
of his long service as civil engineer and surveyor, and probably no
other citizen has a more intimate and longer acquaintance with the
\!ounty in its making and progress' than Joseph N. McCormick.

While he comes of old Scotch stock, Mr. McCormick has little def.
inite information concerning the family in its earlier generations, a
fact which he personally regrets, and which shows the impossibility of
maintaining knowledge of ancestry e~cept through the written page.
His grandparents were natives of Scotland, and from there moved
across the channel to fister, Ireland, and lived as farmers in that
section of Northern Ireland until their death. Among their children
were two sons, one of whom was James, father of Joseph N. McCormick.
J ames and his brother when young men left Ireland, being still under
age, and by a long voyage on a sailing vessel landed in New York
C,ity. There the brother separated, James going to Virginia and his
brother going west, and from that time they were lost to each other,
and nothing is now known of the brother's fate. James McCormick,
who was born about 1808 or 1810, began life in the New World as
a Virginia farmer, and in Bedford County of that state married Miss
Louisa Payne. She was born in Bedford County, Virginia, about
1820, of 'Tirginia parents, and of English-Dutch stock. 'Her parents
were James and Sarah Payne, both natives of Virginia, and James
Payne died on his farm in Bedford County when about three score
years of age. His widow, Mrs. PaY1:te, in 1853, accompanied other
members of her family to Starke County, Indiana, where she died in
1855, when about sixty-six years of age.. After James McCormick
and wife were married they lived on a farm in Bedford County, Vir-
ginia, and there four of their children were born: John T., William G.,
Joseph N. and Mary E. In 1852 all of them m9ved from Virginia to
the West. A team of horses and wagon carried all their earthly pos-
sessions overland, and they camped out while on the way, being fifty-
four nights and fifty-five days en route. The family arrived at a place
called Twelve Mile" being that distance from Logansport in Cass
County, Indiana. There they remained until the fall of 1853, and
then came into Starke County. Starke Count;}' was at that time divided
between the high sandy ridges and the low swamps, and the easiest
method of entering the county was to follow the high ground on the
ridges, and in that way the McCormick family came into this section.
They finally preempted forty acres in section 6 of Vir ashington Town-
ship, three and a half miles northeast of Knox, which at that time was
a hamlet comprising only a few houses, and the vil}age had been laid
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out only two years previously. On the forty acres the family estab-
lished a home in a log cabin" built in the midst of the woods, and
there the father and the children employed themselves improving the
land and subsequently in adding a frame addition to the log cabin.
Eventually the homestead comprised 190 acres. Late in life James
McCormick and wife moved to Grovertown, where he died in 1885, and
his widow in the City of Knox in 1892. Both were members{)f the United
Brethren Church, and consistent Christian people, kindly as neig-h-
bors, workers both for themselves and the community, and in many
ways left the impress of their character on the community. James
McCormick was a democrat in p<>litics.

Brief mention of their children is made as follows: Margaret, first
married Henry Guernsey and had two sons, Urban and Laban, and
for her second husband married Horace S. McCumber, by whom she
bad two daughters, Bernice and Ardice. The son John, who lives in
Hamlet, Starke County, a mer1~bant, is married and bas children,
James, Charles, Erwood, Correy and Ruby. William is a carpenter
at Knox, and his cbildren: Flora, who lives in'tima, Ohio; Perry,
\vbo is cashier in the bank at North Judson and is married and has
a family; Marion is a telegraph operator with the Erie Railway at
North Judson and has one daughter; Chester is editor of the North
Judson News and at the present time representing his district in the
State Senate; Della is the wife of Charles Cannon and lives in Starke
County; Neva lives at home and is employed in her brother's office;
William Floyd is a telegraph operator at Hunter town, is married and
has a daughter; Mary is the wife of Andrew J. Uncapher, of Grover-
town, Starke County, and has a son Sidney, who is married and has
two sons and one daughter; Mark lost his wife three months after
marriage; Dora is the wife of Seward Reinhardt and has two daughters
and one son.

Joseph Norman McCormick, a son of James McCormick and wife,
was born in Bedford County, Virginia, February 7, 1846, and was
seven years of age when the family moved to Indiana. He grew up in
Washington Township, acquired a faiT education, largely in the public
schools, and as a young man studied at ho-me and by practical ex-
perience acquired a thorough knowledge of civil engineering and
surveying. In 1876 Mr. McCormick was elected county surveyor.
In 1878 he was again elected to the same office and was chosen
for the third time in that position in ,1890 and for the fourth
time in 1892. During his four terms of service as county sur-
veyor, and also through the private practice of his profession, Mr.
McCormick came to know every line stake and has worked over prac-
tically every section of land in each township of the county. A large
amount of the ditching that has changed Starke County from an area
of uncultivable marshes to fertile farm land was constructed during
his terms of service as county surveyor. Mr. McCormick has also been
a township trustee one term, two terms as town treasurer. His home
has been in the City of Knox since 1873. He now lives at 515 South
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Main Street, in a substantial modern home erected in 1893, and fro~
]874 up to that time his family had occupied an adjacent house.

As a democrat Mr. McCormick has done much work for his party,
has attended as delegate the congressional convention, and through all
his relations has been public spirited and has endeavored to serve his
home, town and county with disinterested efforts. ,

Mr. McCormick was married in Starke County to Martha A. Guern-
sey. She was born in Clark County, Indiana, September 18, 1855,
and when a child came to Starke County with her parents, Nathan and'
Susan (Welch) Guernsey. Her parents died here, and she was reared
and educated in the county and died at Knox in 1884. Their children
were: Ida B., who was educated in the city schools of Knox and now

- lives at home; Alvin 0., who is a carpenter and also lives at home;

Clyde E., )Vho has been a printer all his active career and is now con-
nected with the Muncie Press at Muncie, Indiana, and by his marriage
to May Nelson, of Winamac, Indiana, has the following children:
Joseph Norman II and Mary Magdalene, twins, born March 10, 1906,
and William T., born May 6, 1909; Henry Floyd, who died at the age
of thirty-one on November 10, 1913, was a printer, and left one child,
Graham, now te~years of age and living with his grandparents.

For his secqrid wife Mr. McCormick was married in Steuben County,
Indiana, to l\)!iss Ida E. Weage, who was born in Springfield., Ohio,
July 19, 1855. Her parents Daniel E. and Elizabeth (Bryant) Weage,
the latter a relative of the William Cullen Bryant family, were both na-
tives of New York State and were married there, moved to Coldwater,
Michigan, lived on a farm in Branch County, and died there, the
mother at the age of thirty-one and the father when sixty-seven. He
was a Metho.aist and he was a strong republican. Mrs. McCormick
was the oldest of four sons and two daughters, one of whom is de-
ceased, and 'the others have families. Mrs. McCor~ick for some years
before her marriage was a skilled dressmaker. She is the mother
of one daughter, Arbie Verle, who was born in Knox, September 26,
1891, was educated in the city high school, graduating in 1910, and
afterwards taking four terms of instruction in the Tri-State Normal
School at Angola, where she studied music, art, and later completed
her musical education in the South Bend Conservatory of Music. She
was engaged in teaching music until her marriage on June 21, 1914,
to Frederick Charles Farley of North Liberty, Indiana, a graduate
of the South Bend Business College and for six years connected with the
motor department of the C. 1. & S. Railway. They have their home
in South Bend. Mr. McCormick and family attend the Methodist
Church.


