
 

 

 

 

Chapter 1 – Bass Lake  



 

Bass Hotel 

This photo of the original Bass Hotel at Bass Lake was probably taken in the late 1890s.  

This was before any sort of road had been built along the west side of the lake. Most 

guests arrived by row boats that met a larger steam powered boat farther out in the 

lake.  

The Bass Hotel was owned by Robert M. Rannells and located where 500 S intersects 

210. The original hotel as seen in this picture was more like a bed & breakfast. But it 

was expanded with additional sleeping and and dining rooms.  

When it burned down in 1909, a new larger hotel was built with three floors. It offered 

entertainment and dancing every Saturday night. An advertisement said chicken, fish 

and frog leg dinners were their specialty. F.J. "Parkie" Gilmore ran the hotel during the 

1930s. It too burned down sometime before 1940. 


















































































