FARMERS ARE ORGANIZED,

(May 8th, 1918: Beveral farmers frow this vicinity attended the
ueeting at Knox last Saturday for the purpose of perfecting a
County Farmers! Organization, including C. Pohlmann, John Origer
and Earl Schuyler, officers of the Wayne Township organization.)
The first officers of the new county assooiation are: Harry Davis,
Orezon township, president; Earl S. Sohuyler, Wayne townehip, vice
president; Lee Totten, Center township, seorstary; John Shert,
Cregon township, treasurer.

A suitable coneitution and by~laws Were adapted at the meeting
which was well attended.
(May 83, 1819 - in a later note, I find where Case Pohlmann
attended a special meeting in Knox, on a Saturday evening, of the
officers of the Starke County Farmer's Associlation.

L * *
1919 Acots now Effective.

Bovernor Coodrich issued a proclamation Thuraday, declaring the
Acts of the 1819 Legislative in effect. The laws now effective
inelude the presidential euffrage for women; voter's reglstration;
authorizing citiee and towns to erect War Memorials; providing
that road taxes be paid in cash; regulation of weight of loaves
of bread and sanitary conditions of bakeries; Junior high schoocls
and amendments to the police pension law providing for an
increased levy to support the funds. (Copied from the North

Judeon paper ss of May 32nd, 1¢19,



STARKE COUNTY FARM BUREAU RECORD.

It seems we do not, or at leset cannot locate a record
pertaining to when or where the Farm Bureau was organized in
Starke County: = so, I began writing to people in and out of
the County - to people I thought might remember who some of the
officers were during the firast few years.

Thinking that perhaps the Btate Farm Bureau office at
Indianapolis may heve some records, I wrote to inguire for any
information they might have as to when Starke County was organized
and who the officers were.

Mr. George R. Harvey, secretary-Treasurer malled me the
following quote: "We do not have a listing of the officers who
gerved In the countles during those early years."™ I suppcse the
folks at that time did not realize how important it might be te
some of us in later vears.™

However, we 4id find sowething from the August issue of the
1218 Hoosler Farmer, as follows: "The County was organized at a
meeting held at Knox the middle of April, when the following
officers were elected: Harry Davis, President; Earl Schuyler,
Vice-president; John Short, treasurer; I, L. Totten, secretary.
There were about 584 paid up wembers." Sowe co-operative buying
through local retailers is being done by the towmship organizations.
Twine and coal for threshing was bought in this manner.

The one idea that helped spur the idea was when the County
Soard members talked and deolded we would like to have a plcture
taken of the firet membership paid and getting some past history

from cur first mwembership 1961 being paid at the County office.



And since we had just installed a new office girl, Mrs. Peggy Matt
who did not know of our previous plens. But when I callsd her as
to who the firet one was, she informed me i% was Mr, H. C. Harness
of Hamlet. He was getting ready to leave for Florida soon. So,
knowing Mr. & Mrs. Harness for many years, I wrote him a letter

in Florids, telling him what I had in mind. He answered soon with
a very nice letter. He eoculdn't eay just when Farm Bureau had
been organized in the County, but was sure he has had Auto
insurznce every year since it wes organized. Mr. Harness, manager
in Hamlet of an organization known es "the Hamlet Shipping Aes'n.”
He also recalled that when Farm Bureau came along, some of the
interested men of the County met with his directors to look cver
the By-lawe of the Shipping Associztion and incorperated some of
them in their corporation papers. From then on, we and the
shipping association worked with them as far as we could, in
buying their feed, seed, cosl and fertilizers.

Other reports received were from Mr, Bill Buttle, who was
Etate chairman in 1219, with Harvey Hull of LaPorte County as
District 1 ohairman.

* £ *

The annual dues for the first yesrs were $3.00 but later
were raised to $5.00 per yesr. During the firet eight or nine
years, there were no women included. We have had testimony of
this when Larry Brandon, former State Leader told us how, when
the men in neighborhood or towmship would hold g meeting in a

cne-room country school or home to talk over local affairs.



Becsuse in those days Washington D. C. was much farther away from
us than today. Anyway, these men at their meetings decided there
ghould be some wives, and mothere included. TFor several years
women were members, but didn't hold an office.

Paul Riley was the County Agent frow Mareh 1, 1218 1o
December 1212, Then H. W. Davis held that office from December
18, 1830 to December 1, 1933, Mr. W, K. Delaplane March 1924 to
May 15, 1930. During those yesrs, the County Agents would hold
gohools in some section of the County on hog cholera, dairying,
poultry, or wmost any subject which might be a farm problem at
thaet time - of oourse, with some helpers from Purdue.

The women would cowe and meet with Mrs. Pete Womacks, who
at that time was a resident of North Bend township. Mrs. Womacks,
along with help from Purdus, would talk over Home Fconomic
Programs, such as making hats, drees forms, sewing, and showed
us ecountry women how to cold-pack canned foods which was a real
blessing to the country families.

The first Starke County Farm Burezu Woman's leader was Mrs.
0llie Wilsonm, a school teacher of Washington township., Her title
as womsn'a lezder at that time was "Social and Educatlional Leader,
At this time Mr. Hull of LaPorte County and Mr. Paul Engle of
Pulaski County were with the State office. Mr. Rodger Benjamin
sae then elescted as Dietrict 1 chairman., He wae a resident of

Lake Countys.

About two months later, Mrs, Pete Womakecs was elected =

Distriocd One Social and Eduoaticnal Leader in whiech office she



did an outstanding job in working with the ladiss. 4 Miss Amn
Mohusen of Porter County who was secrstary to Porter County's
Agent haed been serving as such but not under the name of Social
and Educational leader.

It was sbout 1927 before Distriot One was officially
erganized. TFollowing the retirement of Mras. Pets Womacks as
District Woman Leazder, Mre, Edwin Oleson, Pulaski County was
elsoted about in 1954.

Mr. FEmil Bannwart of LaPorte County had served as District
1 chairman for several years, and retired about the same time
as Mrs. Womaiis. Mr. Charles Riddle of Fulton County was
elected to oe the next District 1 chalrman. Both Mr. Riddle
and Mre. Olgon =erved their offices very efficiently and were
very pleasant to work with. Our field wan, Wilmer Burrous of
Plymouth still holds this office.

* x x

With our trend of the world changes, We may see some
changes in the Farm Bureau organization. The organizetion has
alweye besn interested in youth as: 4=H members, Rural Youth,
IFYE Exchange students, &nd many others, - hoping thet the
vouth as the leaders of tomorrow will tell the true story of
what we have tried to teach them by helping theu in every way

possibie.



STARKE COUNTY FARM BUREAU OFFICERS SINCE ITS INAUGURATION

181¢ = Harry Travis

1821

1923

1838
ag

1830
35

It was

Lee Totten

James Newtson
Sam J. Taylor
Charles Swanson
Fern Spenner

Joe Hendricks
Bam Tayler

Joan Pflugshaupt
Clarence Travis
Oliver Cannon

Edna Shankland

County Chairmen
Segretary

Ceunty Chalrman

Sec'y. treas.

County Chairpan ~ 4 yeare
Woman's 8. & E, Leader
Chairman

Sec'y. Treas.

Chalrman

Seo'y. Treas.

Cheirman

Woman's S. & E. Leader

on July 4th, 1932 that the firet Farm Bursau Flag

wag dedicated in the State of Indiana. Mre. Edna Shankland was

the 'Betsy Rose' of its creatiom.

In 1938 Otto Warnke was elected County Chairman and served

in this office very efficiently for nine years, or until 1248,

With Mra. Ruth (Cory) Protzman as Woman's Leader, resigning in

1945; Xarion Swanson finishing her term.

1948 -~ Ray Bennetd®
51

Mrs. Dorothy Milner

Mre, Mary White

County Chairman

8 & E. Leader
g & E. Leader

1948 - (lem Piper of No. Bend County Chalrman

50

Russell Bhilling

Mrs, Mary White

Vice Chalrman

8 & E. Leader


















