
History of Education in North Bend Township 
 

North Bend township was organized in the year of 1850. It is situated in the south 
east corner of Starke County and contains 36 square miles. It derived its name 
from the north bend in the Tippecanoe River. This river is noted for having some 
of the most beautiful scenery of any river in this section of the United States. 
 
The first settlers came in 1841. There were only seven families.  
 
One of North Bend’s Greatest Attractions is the lake front at Bass Lake. It is a 
well known fact that Indians inhabited much of our land along the river and near 
the lakes. Many relics of their times have been and are still being found, such as 
stone axes and arrow heads. Several years ago while digging for a cellar near 
the east shore of Bass Lake parts of a skeleton were found, which was thought to 
be that of an Indian, and was buried in the Center cemetery. 
 
The first school in the township was a log building located where the Horner 
school building now stands. Built in 1852 and was taught by William Chapman. 
They had hewed benches out of logs for seats, and rudely built fire places for 
heating. Today we have nicely built brick buildings equipped with comfortable 
seats, furnaces, pianos and many other things for the many conveniences and 
comfort of the children. 
 
Since that time (in 1852) there have been about twelve school buildings built. At 
present, there are six school buildings standing. Three of them now being used 
for school purposes. namely, North Bend High School, Bass Lake and Ora. 
 
North Bend High School building was built in the year of 1912. The first teachers 
were 
Harry Elder, Principal 
Mabel Copp, Intermediate 
Charles Hatfield, Assistant Principal 
Minnie Chidister, Primary 
 
The first graduates from North Bend High School were 
Rosa G. Rock 
Ray R. Bennett 
Harry M. Doyle 
 
The first trustee was William Parker. He was elected in 1858. Since then there 
has been eighteen trustees in the following order 
 
Abraham Kinzie 
Solon A. Whitson 
Merritt Horner 
Cary D. Chapman 



F. P. Whitson 
Abner Hay 
Monterville Geislman 
George Exaver 
Michael Kelly 
John W. Kaley 
Frank Bates 
James A. Terry 
Wm. P. Castleman 
Harry Leopold 
B.W. Hawkins 
John E. Borg 
John Exaver 
And the present trustee, Ray R. Bennett 
 
The valuation of North Ben Township is near $1,300,000 and population 
1920  1910  1900 
861  977  1,217 
 
 
Composed by Agnes Doyle about 1929 
 


