
History of Education in California Township 
 

 
Much of the following information was derived from “Early Schools Of California 
Township” compiled by Elmer Lucas in 1964. Other information came from “A 
School Building Program for Starke County” compiled by Henry C. Clausen in 
1926. Maps from 1871, 1876, 1898, 1911 and 1920 provided additional insight. 
 
The schools of California Township can be divided into four distinct periods of 
time; one room log schools (before 1867 – about 1871), one room frame schools 
(about 1871 – 1902/1911), one room brick schools (1902/1911 – 1929) and a 
single consolidated township school in 1930. Some of the log schools may have 
been replaced by crude frame buildings prior to 1873, but it was not until 1873 
that an organized effort was put in place to build frame schools to a standard. 
 
The earliest schools were of unhewn, round log construction, much like log 
cabins of the era. By 1867, there were four one room schools in the township; 
Benton Grove, located in Section 19, Spoor, located in Section 8, Shilling, 
located in Section 4 and Genesco built in 1867 and located in Section 15. 
 
The estimated value of these four schools in 1868 was $1,109.50, including 
books and maps. There were two men and two women teachers. They were paid 
67 cents per day and taught 3 months. The total number of students was 81. 
 
It is believed that the Shilling School, also known as the Round Lake School, was 
the first school built in California Township. It isn’t clear why the first 3 school 
districts were numbered; Benton Grove #1, Spoor #2 and Shilling #3. The earliest 
records date from 1867 when Genesco #4 was built. There is some thought that 
the district numbers were assigned in the order the log schools were replaced by 
frame schools in the early 1880’s, although this was contrary to custom at the 
time.   
 
The Round Lake area was a center of pioneer activity before the railroads had 
their impact on how early pioneers lived and worked. It is very likely the Shilling 
and Spoor Schools were the first to be built, but it may never be determined in 
what order. 
 
The exact location of the one room schools sometimes changed slightly, but 
each school’s general location remained the same. If a log school was being 
replaced by one of frame construction, the new school might be built across the 
road. The same happened when frame schools were replaced by brick schools 
around 1900. Some schools were in as many as three different locations. 



It wasn’t until 1883 that privies were built for the schools. The average cost per 
privy was $9.00. Wells were driven and pumps installed in 1891. Prior to that 
some schools may have had dug wells, but in most cases water was carried from 
nearby farms.  
 
There were no communities or villages in California Township in the 1860’s. 
Pioneer homes were scattered throughout the township. The first schools would 
have been built to accommodate the highest concentrations of families. The 1850 
Federal Census lists 158 persons within 30 families in California Township. In 
1860, there were 31 families.  
 
The Shilling School (before 1867 – 1902), sometimes known as the Round Lake 
School, was located in the northwest corner of the southeast quarter of Section 
4. This was about one mile northeast of Round Lake. Like many of the early 
schools, it was named after a nearby family; in this case the Shilling Family.  
 
The log school and first frame school were used until 1881 at which time a more 
standard wood frame building was constructed for $100. The Shilling School may 
have also been known as the Tibbs School. 
 
The Shilling School was abandoned in 1902, when the Maple Grove and Center 
brick schools were built. 
 
The Spoor School (before 1867 – 1930) was located in the northwest corner of 
the northwest quarter of Section 8 on the William C. Spoor farm about 1 ¼ miles 
southeast of present day Toto and about ½ mile northwest of the Round Lake 
area.  
 
The following description of the first Spoor School made of logs would have been 
typical of other log schools of the period: the cracks between the logs were 
chinked with pieces of wood and dabbed with mud inside and out. The building 
was something like 16 feet by 20 feet, with slabs of split timbers for the floor. A 
fireplace was at one end of the building. The chimney was made of mud and 
sticks, and some of the light in the room came down the chimney. A door and a 
hole in the wall for a window permitted a little light to enter. 
 
The seats were sassafras poles split in two, the heart side up, with wooden pins 
for legs. These were made to suit the larger scholars and were quite 
uncomfortable for the smaller ones. The writing desk was also a slab of split 
timber set up on pegs for legs on which the scholars laid their slates. 
 
The ceiling was made of round poles extending from one side of the room to the 
other. Mud was spread over the poles, which when dried, formed a ceiling that 
held out the piercing winds of winter and the scorching heat of the summer sun. 



The roof was made of clapboards held in place by logs laid on top, called “weight 
logs”. The drinking water was from a water pail and dipped from a swamp. There 
were no toilets. 
 
In 1882, a wood frame school was built on the same site as the log cabin school. 
In 1888, a new Spoor School was constructed ½ mile east. In 1911, the Spoor 
School was again replaced; this time with a brick building at a cost of $2,500. 
 
The Benton Grove (before 1867 – 1930) of 1867 appears to have been located 
on what is now 625 South just west of 100 East in Section 19. 625 South runs 
east and west a quarter mile south of State Road 10. However, State Road 10 
did not exist in those days and 625 South was the only road to North Judson. 
This area was ¾ mile north of the later village of Aldine and about 1 ½ miles 
south of the Round Lake area. 
 
The first school was replaced by a wood frame school in 1873 at the northeast 
corner of the southeast quarter of the northeast quarter of Section 19. This 
building burned down in 1886. 
 
Another new school was built in 1887 in the southeast corner of the northeast 
quarter of the northeast quarter of Section 19. This new school cost little more 
than $300, with the biggest expense being $153 for charts, blackboards and 
furniture. 
 
Again, in 1911, the school burned down. The Gleaner Hall in Aldine served as a 
temporary school until a new brick building was constructed on the site where the 
school burned down at a cost of $2,500. Aldine was ¾ south of the school. 
 
Genesco School (1867 – 1902) was built in the northwest corner of the northeast 
quarter of Section 15, July 10, 1867. This was about ½ mile west of the junction 
of present day US 35 and the Golf Course Road. 
 
The Genesco School was abandoned in 1902, when the Maple Grove and 
Center brick schools were built. For a time, the building served as a place of 
worship, then was moved farther south and used as a barn. 
 
The White School (1871 – 1930) brings us to the next period of time beginning 
about 1871; the period of wood frame one room school houses. The first new 
school of this period was the White School located in the southeast corner of the 
southwest quarter of Section 1. Today this would be the northwest corner of the 
junction of 550 East and 400 South. It was built October 7, 1871. Following the 
tradition of naming school districts in California Township in the order they were 
built, the White School became District 5.  
 
The specifications for the White School were as follows: “16 feet wide, 28 feet 
long, one story high, 9 feet between floors and 4 windows of 12 lights each. The 



lower floor is to be laid of green oak lumber and is to be double or lined with half-
inch lumber. Said house is to be sealed 3 feet high on the inside; the balance is 
to be lath and plastered, and said house is to be finished off in a workmanlike 
manner with seats and desks and blackboard and everything completed for 
school except painting.” No doubt all wood frame schools of this period had 
similar specifications. 
 
About 1886 a new wood school was built to replace this first school. It was 
located about ½ mile south of the old school in the southwest corner of the 
northeast quarter of Section 12. Today this would be the northeast corner of the 
junction of 550 East and 450 South. 
 
In 1902, 2 school districts were abandoned and 2 new districts created within the 
township. The school districts were then renumbered and the White School 
became District 1. 
 
The White School may have also been known as the Musselman School and 
Schultz School . 
 
In 1911, the White School, along with several others, was replaced by a new one 
room brick school at a cost of $2,500. This time was school was relocated back 
to its former location in the southeast corner of the southwest quarter of Section 
1. Today this would be the northwest corner of the junction of 550 East and 400 
South. 
 
Bass Station School (1879 – 1930) was first located on the southwest corner of 
the northwest quarter of the southwest quarter of Section 25. This would be 
about ¼ mile north of 800 South on the east side of present day US 35. It may 
have also been known as the Edwards or Thompson School. 
 
In 1892, a new school building was constructed at the southwest corner of the 
southeast quarter of the southeast quarter of Section 26. This would be just north 
of 800 South on the west side of present day US 35. As it turned out, a railroad 
spur to Bass Lake was built just west of the school around 1897. 
 
In 1911, owing to the noise and danger of the railroad, a new brick school was 
built about 500 feet directly east on the Arthur Mason farm at a cost of $2,500. 
 
Lake Park School (1900 – 1916) was built at the south end of Bass Lake for $795 
July 14, 1900. It was erected on a lot donated by B.E.S. Borgesen on the south 
side of Lakeside Avenue about 200 feet east of a road now known as Shewski 
Road. 
 
Aldine School (1894 – 1929) was first located 1 mile south of Aldine. It was 
nicknamed “Frog Pond School” probably due to all the ditches and swamps in the 
area. It may have also been known as the Luken School. 



 
About 1911, the Aldine School was replaced at a cost of $2,500 with a brick 
building placed about ¼ mile west of the first wood frame school. 
 
Maple Grove School (1902 – 1930) was built in 1902 in the southeast corner of 
the southeast quarter of the southeast quarter of Section 4. This would now be in 
the northwest corner of the junction of 400 South and 300 East. 
 
It was of brick construction and cost $1,200 to build. Apparently, it replaced the 
Shilling School located about ½ mile northwest. 
 
Center School (1902 – 1930) was also built in 1902, was of brick construction 
and cost $1,200 to build. It was located in the northwest corner of the northwest 
quarter of the northwest quarter of Section 22. Today this would be the southeast 
corner of the junction of State Road 10 and 300 East. This is the same location 
where the 1930 consolidated school was built. It is probable that the Center 
School was built by the same plan as the Maple Grove School, since they were 
built the same year for the same amount of money. 
 
The Center School replaced the Genesco School which was located about 1 mile 
northeast. 
 
None of these one room schools of California Township exist today in 2004. With 
the exception of the short lived Lake Park School, there were essentially six one 
room brick schools during the period from 1902 to 1930 in California Township. 
They were the Aldine, Bass Station, Benton Grove, Center, Maple Grove and 
White Schools. 
 
According to Clausen, the average attendance at each of these six schools 
between the years of 1921 and 1926 was as follows: 
 
Aldine   25 
Bass Station  29 
Benton Grove 23 
Center  35 
Maple Grove  31 
White   30 
 
In 1926, Henry C. Clausen evaluated and proposed “A School Building Program 
For Starke County”. The proposal section regarding California Township can be 
found in Appendix X. In summary, he recommends abandoning the Maple Grove 
and Center Schools and replacing them with a new consolidated school to be 
built on the same location as the Center School. He further recommends that a 6 
room addition be built in 1940 to replace the other 4 one room brick schools. 
 
Some of the financial data Clausen mentions regarding California Township: the 



1925 taxable valuation for the township was $2,096,545 or $2,145 per capita. 
There were 325 students that year making the tax valuation per child $6,451. The 
township’s tax rate in 1925 was .678 resulting in $43.74 per child.  
 
During the 1924 – 1925 school year, the numbers of students per grade ranged 
from 49 in the first grade to 29 in the eighth grade. 
 
California Township trustee records may indicate what decisions took place 
between 1926 and 1930, but it is clear that the township escalated the 
consolidation of its one room schools, replacing all six in 1930 with a new even 
larger school than Mr. Clausen envisioned. Even though discontinued as a 
school, this building still exists today in 2004 as the Kankakee Valley Christian 
Center.  
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