
A Short History of Knox Schools 
 
The first school in Knox was held in an old building, part log and part frame, which stood 
near the present site of the courthouse. In that first year, 1851, only fourteen students 
were enrolled. School was successively held in the old courthouse, a log school house, 
a printing office and an old church.  
 
In 1869, the land was purchased to build a new school in the 300 block of South Main 
St. Due to lack of funding, it took 5 years to build the first school at that location. As was 
the case with earlier schools, it only offered a primary education up through the 8th 
grade. That wood frame building was used for 20 years but burned down in 1894. 
 
In 1894 the first part of a 2 story brick building was built on the same location. For the 
first time in Starke County history, students were able to attend high school. 1896 was 
the first year that someone graduated from high school. His name was Harry Hostetter. 
 
Around 1903, a library was added to the school with funding from school plays and other 
entertainment events. In 1913, the school was doubled in size, so that high school 
students could have a state certified curriculum. Around 1917, athletics were introduced, 
but all equipment was outdoors. In 1927, a gymnasium was added that was touted as 
one of the best in northern Indiana. 
 
By 1940, the school was overloaded with all 12 grades. The Foltz building was built next 
door in 1941 and grade school relocated there. Grades 6 through 12 continued to attend 
the building built in 1894 in the 300 block of South Main St.  
 
The 1940’s saw an influx of many workers to support the ordinance plant at Kingsbury. 
Parkview was built by the federal government to house the new families. In addition, 
Center High School had burned down in 1941, forcing those students to merge in with 
Knox. By 1943 it was necessary to build a separate school for the 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th 
grades on South Main St. at Culver Rd. Grades 6th through 8th continued to attend class 
in the old high school building. At some point, 9th grade was moved back to that building. 
 
The old “Junior High School/former High School” was demolished in 1976 to make way 
for an apartment complex.  
 
By 1954, a 2nd grade school, the Palmer School, was built. The Foltz School continued 
to also be used as a grade school until the 1970’s. It is currently being renovated as an 
apartment building. 
 
A new high school complex was built in 1975 where the airport had been located during 
the 1950’s and 1960’s. At that time Junior High students were relocated to the building 
many knew as Knox High School during the 1950’s and 1960’s. In 2002, this school 
building was completely renovated as Knox Community Middle School and is the pride 
of the community. 
 


